
TAFT CITY COUNCIL/SUCCESSOR AGENCY 
JOINT REGULAR MEETING AGENDA 

TUESDAY, JUNE 4, 2013 
CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

209 E. KERN ST., TAFT, CA 93268 
 

AS A COURTESY TO ALL - PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES 
 

Any writings or documents provided to a majority of the City Council 
regarding any item on this agenda are made available for public inspection in 
the lobby at Taft City Hall, 209 E. Kern Street, Taft, CA during normal 
business hours (SB 343). 
 

REGULAR MEETING  6:00 P.M. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance 
Invocation 
Roll Call: Mayor Linder 

Mayor Pro Tem Krier 
Councilmember Miller 
Councilmember Noerr 
Councilmember Waldrop 

 
 

1. PUBLIC HEARING – RESULTS OF AN ASSESSMENT BALLOT 
PROCEEDING AND APPROVING CERTAIN ACTIONS.   

 
Recommendation – 1) Conduct Public Hearing;   
If no majority protest exists, proceed to No. 2 
 
2) Motion to approve a RESOLUTION entitled A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY 
COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TAFT, CALIFORNIA, DECLARING THE 
RESULTS OF AN ASSESSMENT BALLOT PROCEEDING AND 
APPROVING CERTAIN ACTIONS; and 
 
3) Motion to approve Resolution entitled A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL 
OF THE CITY OF TAFT, CALIFORNIA, ORDERING THE LEVY AND 
COLLECTION OF ASSESSMENTS WITHIN THE CITY OF TAFT LANDSCAPE 
MAINTENANCE DISTRICT NO. 2013-1, FISCAL YEAR 2013/14  
 

2. PUBLIC HEARING – ORDINANCE THAT ADDS TITLE 1, CHAPTER 3, TO 
THE TAFT MUNICIPAL CODE, TITLED ADMINISTRATIVE CITATIONS 
AND PENALTIES.   

 
Recommendation – 1) Conduct Public Hearing;   
If no majority protest exists, proceed to No. 2. 
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2) Motion to approve an Ordinance entitled AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY 
COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TAFT ADDING A CHAPTER TO THE TAFT 
MUNICIPAL CODE TO ESTABLISH ADMINISTRATIVE CITATIONS AND 
PENALTIES FOR CODE VIOLATIONS by title only and reading of such be 
waived for first reading by title only and reading of such be waived. 
 

3. PUBLIC HEARING – HEARING ON COSTS AND PLACEMENT OF LIENS ON 
ABATED PROPERTIES 

 
 Recommendation – 1) Conduct Public Hearing; and 
 If no majority protest exists, proceed to No. 2. 
 
 2) Motion to confirm Statement of Expenses as submitted and approve resolutions 

entitled:  
 
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TAFT APPROVING 
AND CONFIRMING THE COSTS FOR THE ABATEMENT OF THE NUISANCE AT 
134 NORTH STREET, TAFT, CA APN#031-450-29; 

  
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TAFT APPROVING 
AND CONFIRMING THE COSTS FOR THE ABATEMENT OF THE NUISANCE AT 
105 ½ LUCARD STREET, TAFT, CA APN#031-460-13; 
 
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TAFT APPROVING 
AND CONFIRMING THE COSTS FOR THE ABATEMENT OF THE NUISANCE AT 
906 6TH STREET, TAFT, CA APN#032-010-18; 
 
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TAFT APPROVING 
AND CONFIRMING THE COSTS FOR THE ABATEMENT OF THE NUISANCE AT 
108 7TH STREET, TAFT, CA APN#031-200-10; and 
 
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TAFT APPROVING 
AND CONFIRMING THE COSTS FOR THE ABATEMENT OF THE NUISANCE AT 
427 SAN EMIDIO STREET, TAFT, CA APN#031-280-27 & 28. 
 

CLOSED SESSION 
 
At this time the City Council will hold a closed session pursuant to Government Code 
Section 54956.8 for the Council to give instructions to its negotiator, Craig Jones, 
regarding negotiation for real property – APN #032-110-58. 
 

4. SPECIAL RECOGNITION 
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5. CITIZEN REQUESTS/PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 

THIS IS THE TIME AND PLACE FOR THE GENERAL PUBLIC TO ADDRESS THE 
CITY COUNCIL ON MATTERS WITHIN ITS JURISDICTION.  STATE LAW 
PROHIBITS THE COUNCIL FROM ADDRESSING ANY ISSUE NOT PREVIOUSLY 
INCLUDED ON THE AGENDA.  COUNCIL MAY RECEIVE COMMENT AND SET 
THE MATTER FOR A SUBSEQUENT MEETING.  PLEASE LIMIT COMMENTS TO 
FIVE MINUTES. 

 
6. COUNCIL STATEMENTS (NON ACTION) 

 
7. DEPARTMENT REPORTS 

 
8. CITY MANAGER STATEMENTS 
 
9. CITY ATTORNEY STATEMENTS 
 
10. FUTURE AGENDA REQUESTS 

 
********************************************************************** 

CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS 11 - 25 
 
 All items listed on the Consent Calendar shall be considered routine and will be enacted 

by one roll call vote. There will be no separate discussion of these items unless a member 
of the City Council requests specific items to be removed from the Consent Calendar for 
separate action.  Any item removed from the Consent Calendar will be considered after 
the regular business items.  

 
11. MINUTES 
 May 21, 2013 Regular 
 
 Recommendation – Approve as submitted. 
 
12. PAYMENT OF BILLS 
 Cash Disbursements    Warrant # 051013 Check No. 75423-75424 $  17,536.42 
       Warrant # 052413 Check No. 75425-75514 $677,926.09  
 
 Recommendation – Approve payment of bills. 
 
13. ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TAFT AMENDING 

SECTION 3.3-6 OF THE TAFT CITY CODE ESTABLISHING SEWER RATES 
FOR CITY RESIDENCES, BUSINESSES, AND INDUSTRIAL CUSTOMERS 

 
Recommendation – Second reading. 
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14. ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TAFT AMENDING 

SECTION 3.2-12 OF THE TAFT CITY CODE ESTABLISHING REFUSE AND 
STREET SWEEPING RATES FOR CITY CUSTOMERS 

 
Recommendation – Second reading 

 
15. PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO DISPOSITION AND DEVELOPMENT 

AGREEMENT (DDA) BETWEEN SUNSET RAILS, LLC AND THE CITY OF 
TAFT  

 
Recommendation – Authorize the Mayor to execute an amendment to the “Disposition 
and Development Agreement” between the City of Taft and Sunset Rails, LLC, amending 
Section 315 (Transfer of Lands) to allow the transfer of the real property to the Developer 
to obtain financing for the project.  It is requested that Council’s authorization be subject 
to the requirement that the proposed amendment be substantially similar to the 
agreements discussed between the parties in the May 28, 2013, Sunset Rails letter to the 
City, and the proposed amendments to the “Compensation Method and Timing” 
document (Exhibit 5) both which are attached hereto. 

 
16. WAIVING OF FEES TO THE TAFT DISTRICT CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 

FOR COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH THE 2013 FARMER’S MARKET 
 
Recommendation – Motion to approve waiving reservation fees for the Taft District 
Chamber of Commerce for Farmer’s Market fees for the 2013 season in accordance with 
the M.O.U. dated December 18, 2013. 
 

17. WAIVING OF FEES TO THE TAFT DISTRICT CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
FOR COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH THE 2013 CAR SHOW 
 
Recommendation – Motion to approve waiving of fees to the Taft District Chamber of 
Commerce for 2013 car show fees in accordance with M.O.U. dated December 18, 2013. 
 

18. TAFT CHAMBER OF COMMERCE CAR SHOW 
 
Recommendation – Motion to adopt a resolution entitled A RESOLUTION OF THE 
CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TAFT AUTHORIZING THE STREET 
CLOSURES FOR THE 2013 CHAMBER OF COMMERCE CAR SHOW. 
 

19. CONSIDER WAIVING PARK RESERVATION FEE FOR REMNANT TEAM 
EVANGELISTIC ASSOCIATION EVENT 
 
Recommendation – Motion to approve waiving reservation fees for Remnant Team 
Evangelistic Association event. 
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20. CONSIDER WAIVING PARK RESERVATION FEES FOR TAFT PRIMARY 
PLAY DAY 
 
Recommendation – Motion to approve waiving reservation fees for Taft Primary Play 
Day. 
 

21. RATIFY EMERGENCY PURCHASE OF REPLACEMENT LIGHTS FOR 10TH 
STREET LIGHTED CROSSWALK 

 
Recommendation – Motion to approve ratification purchase of in-pavement replacement 
lights. 
 

22. RATIFY CONTRACT AND EXPENDITURES FROM SEWER SPILL ON 
MARCH 12, 2013 

 
Recommendation – Motion to approve ratification expenditures for sewer spill from 
Sewer Reserves and execute contract with Kern Consulting, Inc. 
 

23. ADDENDUM TO AN AGREEMENT WITH UTILITY COST MANAGEMENT 
LLC 

 
Recommendation – Motion to authorize the City Manager to sign the Addendum to the 
Agreement between the City of Taft and Utility Cost Management LLC. 

 
24. CITY SERVICES ASSISTANT 

 
Recommendation – 1) Motion to approve changing the Temporary City Services 
Assistant to City Services Assistant – Part Time. 2) Motion to approve A RESOLUTION 
OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TAFT AMENDING THE POSITION 
CLASSIFICATION PLAN AND ESTABLISHING CORRESPONDING 
COMPENSATION RATES. 
 

25. AGREEMENT WITH MGT AMERICA, INC. TO PREPARE AND SUBMIT 
COST CLAIMS TO THE STATE CONTROLLER’S OFFICE 
 
Recommendation – Motion to authorize the City Manager to execute the Multi-Year 
Agreement with MGT America, Inc. to prepare and submit cost claims to State 
Controller’s Office for the three fiscal years ending June 30, 2013, June 30, 2014 and 
June 30, 2015. 

 
************************************************************************ 
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26. TO CREATE A NEW ASSESSMENT DISTRICT FOR NUISANCE ABATEMENT 

TO BE COLLECTED BY THE KERN COUNTY TAX COLLECTOR 
 
 Recommendation – Motion to approve a resolution entitled A RESOLUTION OF THE 

CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TAFT, INTENTION TO FORM AN 
ASSESSMENT DISTRICT FOR NUISANCE ABATEMENT TO BE COLLECTED BY 
THE KERN COUNTY TAX COLLECTOR. 
 

27. 2013 – 2014 APPROPRIATIONS LIMIT 
 
 Recommendation - Motion to adopt a resolution entitled A RESOLUTION OF THE 

CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TAFT ESTABLISHING APPROPRIATIONS 
LIMIT FOR 2013 – 2014. 

 
28. DONATION TO THE TAFT CHAMBER OF COMMERCE TO HELP COVER 

COST OF 4TH OF JULY CELEBRATION 
 

Recommendation – Motion to discuss and direct staff. 
 

29. APPROVE TRAVEL EXPENSE FOR LEAGUE OF CALIFORNIA CITIES 
ANNUAL CONFERENCE AND DESIGNATION OF VOTING DELEGATE AND 
ALTERNATE 

 
 Recommendation – 1) Motion to authorize expenses for registration, lodging, meals, 

transportation, and other incidental expenses for the Council Members who wish to 
attend the 2013 League of California Cities Annual Conference in Sacramento.  2) Select 
a Voting Delegate and an Alternate Voting Delegate for the League of California Cities 
Annual Business Meeting to be held at the Annual Conference on September 20.  

 
ADJOURNMENT 

 
AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT 

(Government Code Section 54943.2) 
The City of Taft City Council Chamber is accessible to persons with disabilities. Disabled individuals who need special assistance 
(including transportation) to attend or participate in a meeting of the Taft City Council may request assistance at the Office of the City 
Clerk, City of Taft, 209 E. Kern Street, Taft, California or by calling (661) 763-1222. Every effort will be made to reasonably 
accommodate individuals with disabilities by making meeting material available in alternative formats. Requests for assistance should 
be made five (5) working days in advance of a meeting whenever possible. 

 
AFFIDAVIT OF POSTING 
 

I, Erica Barron, declare as follows: 
 
That I am the City Clerk of the City of Taft; that an agenda was posted on a public information bulletin board located near the door of 
the Civic Center Council Chamber on May 31, 2013, pursuant to 1987 Brown Act Requirements. 
 
I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct. 
Executed May 31, 2013, at Taft, California. 
 
              
      Date/Time   Signature 



 
 

City of Taft Agenda Report 
 
 
 
DATE:  June 4, 2013 
 
TO:   Honorable Mayor and Council Members      
 
AGENDA ITEM:  
 
Results of an Assessment Ballot Proceeding and Approving Certain Actions.   
 
SUMMARY STATEMENT: 
Staff has worked with NBS to complete a Landscape and Lighting District (LLMD) study, and identify 
the revenue necessary to fund expected expenses of the Assessment District.  In order for revenues to 
meet the expected expense needs, LLMD charges will need to be adjusted to provide sufficient funding 
for all costs starting 2013/14 and includes a CPI not to exceed 3% per year. Charges for the assessment 
district are property-related charges subject to Proposition 218 and the proposed increase in the existing 
assessment will be confirmed unless a majority protest exists. On April 2, 2013, Council approved the 
mailing of notices to affected property owners and rate payers and calling for a Public Hearing.  One 
Assessment Ballot per parcel, the proposed increase in the existing assessment will be confirmed unless 
a majority protest exists. A majority protest exists, and the proposed increase in assessment will not be 
imposed, if the ballots submitted in opposition to the assessment exceed the ballots submitted in favor of 
the assessment, with ballots weighted according to the proportional financial obligation of the affected 
property. If there is a majority protest, the assessments will not be increased and the service level for the 
maintenance of the improvements within the Assessment District will be reduced to a level that can be 
maintained by the current assessment. 
 
RECOMMENDATION:   
 

1. Conduct Public Hearing.  
 If no majority protest exists, proceed to No. 2 

2. Motion to approve Resolution titled A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF TAFT, CALIFORNIA, DECLARING THE RESULTS OF AN ASSESSMENT BALLOT 
PROCEEDING AND APPROVING CERTAIN ACTIONS; and  

3. Motion to approve Resolution titled A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF TAFT, CALIFORNIA, ORDERING THE LEVY AND COLLECTION OF ASSESSMENTS 
WITHIN THE CITY OF TAFT LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE DISTRICT NO. 2013-1, FISCAL 
YEAR 2013/14 
 If a majority protest exists, proceed to Resolution Declaring results – No. 2 

 
IMPACT ON BUDGET (Y/N):   Yes 
 
ATTACHMENT (Y/N):  Yes, Resolutions 
 
PREPARED BY:   Staff 
 
REVIEWED BY:            
CITY CLERK 
 

FINANCE DIRECTOR CITY MANAGER 

 



 
RESOLUTION NO. _____________ 

 
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TAFT, CALIFORNIA, 
DECLARING THE RESULTS OF AN ASSESSMENT BALLOT PROCEEDING AND 
APPROVING CERTAIN ACTIONS 
 
 
 WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Taft has, on     , 2013, adopted 
its Resolution No.    (the “Resolution Initiating Proceedings”) for the proposed “Landscape 
Maintenance District No. 2013-1” (the “Assessment District”), to which resolution reference is made for 
further particulars; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Taft has, on    , 2013, adopted 
its Resolution No.    (the “Resolution Approving the Engineer’s Report”) and (the 
“Engineer’s Report”), to which resolution reference is made for further particulars; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Taft has, on    , 2013, adopted 
its Resolution No.    (the “Resolution of Intention”), to which resolution reference is made 
for further particulars; and  
 

WHEREAS, notices of such hearing accompanied by assessment ballot materials were regularly 
mailed to each such record owner in the time, form and manner required by the Assessment Law, a full 
hearing has been given, and at this time all assessment ballots submitted pursuant to the Assessment Law 
have been tabulated by the tabulation official appointed by the City (the “Tabulation Official”), pursuant 
to the terms and provisions of the Landscaping and Lighting Act of 1972 (Streets & Highways Code 
Section 22500 and following) (the “1972 Act”), Article XIIID of the Constitution of the State of 
California (“Article XIIID”) and the Proposition 218 Omnibus Implementation Act (Government Code 
Section 53750 and following) (“Proposition 218” and, together with the 1972 Act and Article XIIID, the 
“Assessment Law”); and 
 

WHEREAS, the Tabulation Official has prepared and submitted to this legislative body a 
Certificate of Tabulation Official and Statement of Assessment Ballots Submitted (the “Certificate of the 
Tabulation Official”), a copy of which is attached as Exhibit A hereto and incorporated herein by this 
reference, which reflects the results of the tabulation of the assessment ballots; and 

 
WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Taft is now satisfied with the assessment and all 

matters contained in the Engineer’s Report as submitted. 
 
 
 RESOLVED by the CITY COUNCIL of the City of Taft, California, and this City Council does 
hereby find, order and determine as follows:  
 
1. The City Council hereby finds and declares that the foregoing recitals are true. 
2. The canvass of the ballots cast in the Assessment District at the assessment ballot proceeding held 

on June 4, 2013 is hereby approved and confirmed. 
3. Assessment ballots were mailed, as required by the Assessment Law, to the record owners of all 

properties proposed to be assessed within the District.  The assessment ballots that were 
completed and received by the City Clerk, prior to the close of the Public Hearing, have been 
tabulated in accordance with the procedures established under the Assessment Law and the 
results of such tabulation have been submitted to this City Council.  
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4. This City Council hereby finds that the assessment ballots submitted in favor of the levy of 

assessments exceed the assessment ballots submitted in opposition to such levy as weighted by 
assessment amount in accordance with the Assessment Law.  Therefore, no majority protest to the 
levy of assessments within the Assessment District has been found to exist. 

5. The City Council hereby orders the formation of the Assessment District.  
6. The City Clerk is hereby directed to enter this Resolution on the minutes of the City Council 

which shall constitute the official declaration of the result of such assessment ballot proceeding. 
7. This Resolution shall become effective immediately upon its adoption. 
8. The City Clerk shall certify the adoption of this Resolution. 

 
PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED on this   day of    , 2013. 
 
 
 

 
 
________________________________ 
Paul Linder, Mayor 
 
 
 
 

ATTEST: 
 
 
______________________________ 
Louise Hudgens, CMC 
City Clerk 
 
 
 
 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA }  
COUNTY OF KERN          } SS 
CITY OF TAFT                  } 
 

I, Louise Hudgens, City Clerk of the City of Taft, do hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution was 
duly and regularly adopted by the City Council of the City of Taft at a regular meeting thereof held on 
the   day of     2013, by the following vote: 

 
AYES:  Councilmembers:     
NOES: Councilmembers: 
ABSENT: Councilmembers: 
ABSTAIN: Councilmembers:   
 
 
____________________________ 
Louise Hudgens, CMC  
City Clerk 
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Exhibit A 

 
Certificate of Tabulation Official 

and 
Statement of Assessment Ballots Submitted 

 
 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA ) 
COUNTY OF KERN  ) ss. 
CITY OF TAFT   ) 
 
The undersigned, the duly authorized tabulation official appointed by the City Council of the City of Taft, 
DOES HEREBY CERTIFY that pursuant to the provisions of Article XIIID of the Constitution of the 
State of California and the Proposition 218 Omnibus Implementation Act (Government Code Section 
53750 and following), I did tabulate the assessment ballots timely submitted in the assessment ballot 
proceedings pertaining to Landscape Maintenance District No. 2013-1. 
 
I FURTHER CERTIFY that this Statement of Assessment Ballots Received shows the assessment ballots 
submitted in favor of the proposed assessment and the assessment ballots submitted in opposition to the 
proposed assessment, each total weighted according to the financial obligation of the affected properties 
for which the assessment ballots were submitted. 
 

Total assessment ballots distributed 

Total assessment ballots received 

Assessment ballots received in favor of the proposed assessment: 

Weighted value of assessment ballots received in favor of the 
proposed assessment 
Assessment ballots received in opposition to the proposed 
assessment: 
Weighted value of assessment ballots received in opposition to the 
proposed assessment 

 
This certification is executed this                       day of             , 2013 in ___________________, 
California. 
 

 
By:       
 
Title:       
 

 

 



 
RESOLUTION NO. _____________ 

 
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TAFT, CALIFORNIA, 
ORDERING THE LEVY AND COLLECTION OF ASSESSMENTS WITHIN THE CITY 
OF TAFT LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE DISTRICT NO. 2013-1, FISCAL YEAR 2013/14 
 
 
 WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Taft has, on _________________, 2013, adopted its 
Resolution No. __________ (the “Resolution Initiating Proceedings”) for the proposed “Landscape 
Maintenance District No. 2013-1” (the “Assessment District”), to which resolution reference is made for 
further particulars; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Taft has, on _________________, 2013, adopted its 
Resolution No. ___________ (the “Resolution Approving the Engineer’s Report”) and (the “Engineer’s 
Report”), to which resolution reference is made for further particulars; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Taft has, on ___________________, 2013, adopted 
its Resolution No. _________ (the “Resolution of Intention”), to which resolution reference is made for 
further particulars; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Taft desires to levy and collect assessments against 
parcels of land within the Assessment District for the fiscal year commencing July 1, 2013 and ending 
June 30, 2014, to pay the costs and expenses of operating, maintaining and servicing the improvements 
within the Assessment District; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the assessments are in compliance with all laws pertaining to the levy of the 
landscape maintenance district assessments, and the assessments are levied without regard to property 
valuation, and the assessments are in compliance with the provisions of Prop 218. 
 
 RESOLVED by the CITY COUNCIL of the City of Taft, California, and this City Council does 
hereby find, order and determine as follows:  
 
1. The City Council hereby finds and declares that the foregoing recitals are true. 
2. Following notice duly given, the City Council has held a full and fair Public Hearing regarding its 

Resolution Approving the Engineer’s Report prepared in connection therewith; the levy and 
collection of assessments, and considered all oral and written statements, protests and 
communications made or filed by interested persons.  The City Council has tabulated the ballots 
and determined that the property owners have approved the assessments and the assessment range 
formula to allow for reasonable increases. 

3. Based upon the Engineer’s Report and the testimony and other evidence presented at the Public 
Hearing, the City Council hereby makes the following determinations regarding the assessments 
to be levied for Fiscal Year 2013/14.   

a. The proportionate special benefit derived by each assessable parcel from the 
maintenance and servicing of the improvements has been determined in 
relationship to the entirety of the cost of such maintenance and service expenses. 

b. The assessments do not exceed the reasonable cost of the proportional special 
benefit conferred on each parcel. 

c. Only special benefits have been assessed.   
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d. Publically owned parcels within the Assessment District that derive special 
benefit from the maintenance and servicing of the improvements have been 
assessed for such special benefit. 

4. The Engineer’s Report and assessment as presented to the City Council and on file in the 
office of the City Clerk are hereby confirmed as filed. 

5. The City Council hereby orders the proposed improvements to be maintained, which 
improvements are briefly described as follows: street lighting, landscaping and soundwalls 
associated appurtenances within the public right-of-ways or specific easements. 
Maintenance means the furnishing of services and materials for the ordinary and usual 
maintenance of landscaping and appurtenant facilities, including repair, removal or 
replacement of all or part of any of the landscaping or appurtenant facilities; providing for 
the satisfactory working condition, life, growth, health and beauty of the improvements, 
including cultivation, irrigation, trimming, spraying, fertilization and treating for disease or 
injury; the removal of trimmings, rubbish, debris and other solid waste.  Services provided 
include furnishing of water and electricity for the irrigation and control of the landscaping 
and all necessary service, operations, administration and maintenance required to keep the 
improvements in a healthy, vigorous and satisfactory condition. 

6. The maintenance, operation and servicing of the improvements shall be performed pursuant 
to all applicable laws and the County Auditor of the County of Kern shall enter on the 
County Assessment Roll opposite each parcel of land the amount of levy, and such levies 
shall be collected at the same time and in the same manner as the County taxes are collected.  
After collection by the County, the net amount of the levy shall be paid to the City Treasurer 
or designee. 

7. The City Treasurer or designee shall deposit all money representing assessments collected 
by the County of Kern for the Assessment District to the credit of a fund for the Assessment 
District, and such money shall be expended only for the maintenance, operation and 
servicing of the improvements as described in Section 5. 

8. The adoption of this Resolution constitutes the Assessment District levy for the Fiscal Year 
commencing July 1, 2013 and ending June 30, 2014. 

9. The City Clerk or designee is hereby authorized and directed to file the levy with the County 
Auditor upon adoption of this Resolution. 

10. A certified copy of the levy shall be filed in the office of the City Clerk and open for public 
inspection. 

 
PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED on this __________ day of ________________, 2013. 

 
 
 
 
 
________________________________ 
Paul Linder, Mayor 
 

ATTEST: 
 
 
______________________________ 
Louise Hudgens, CMC 
City Clerk 
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA }  
COUNTY OF KERN          } SS 
CITY OF TAFT                  } 
 
 
I, Louise Hudgens, City Clerk of the City of Taft, do hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution was 
duly and regularly adopted by the City Council of the City of Taft at a regular meeting thereof held on 
the__________day of _________________ 2013, by the following vote: 
 
 
AYES:  Councilmembers: 
NOES: Councilmembers: 
ABSENT: Councilmembers: 
ABSTAIN: Councilmembers: 
 
 
______________________________ 
Louise Hudgens, CMC  
City Clerk 
 



 
 

City of Taft Agenda Report 
 
 
 
 
DATE:  JUNE 4, 2013  
 
TO:   MAYOR LINDER AND COUNCIL MEMBERS  
   
AGENDA MATTER:  
 
 
PUBLIC HEARING - ORDINANCE THAT ADDS TITLE 1, CHAPTER 3, TO THE TAFT 
MUNICIPAL CODE, TITLED ADMINISTRATIVE CITATIONS AND PENALTIES 
 
SUMMARY STATEMENT 
 
Code Enforcement has been working with the City Attorney’s Office to write an ordinance that would 
establish Administrative Citations and Penalties and serve as an alternative method to enforce provisions of 
the code.  The code would assess civil fines and penalties through an administrative hearing procedure for 
code violations in accordance with Government Code Section 53069.4. 
 
There are no current fines or penalties assessed to properties once they have been cited for abatement.  The 
current procedure is that once the nuisance has been identified, the property owner is cited and given a 
specified period to abate the nuisance.  If the nuisance is not abated, then the City has the problem corrected 
and then sends the property owner an invoice.  If the invoice is not paid within the specified time, then a 
Public Hearing is set to approve a lien on the property.  This procedure can take several months and could 
potentially take several years to recoup the funds already expended on the property. 
 
Approving the proposed Administrative Citations and Penalties would start assessing the fees in a short 
period of time and then if not paid during a specified period, it would then placed as an assessment on their 
next year’s property tax bill.   
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
 

1. Conduct Public Hearing; and 
2. Motion to approve an ordinance entitled AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF 

THE CITY OF TAFT ADDING A CHAPER TO THE TAFT MUNICIPAL CODE TO 
ESTABLISH ADMINISTRATIVE CITATIONS AND PENALTIES FOR CODE 
VIOLATIONS by title only and reading of such be waived 

 
IMPACT ON BUDGET (Y/N):   yes 
 
  
ATTACHMENT (Y/N): Ordinance  
 
PREPARED BY:  City Clerk 
 
 
REVIEWED BY:            
CITY CLERK  
 

FINANCE DIRECTOR CITY MANAGER 
 
  

 



Resolution No. ________ 
 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TAFT 
ADDING A CHAPTER TO THE TAFT MUNICIPAL CODE TO 
ESTABLISH ADMINISTRATIVE CITATIONS AND PENALTIES FOR 
CODE VIOLATIONS 
 
 
WHEREAS, the City Council has determined that it is in the best interest of the City to 

assess fines and penalties for code violations and as an alternative method of code enforcement.   
 
NOW THEREFORE the City Council of the City of Taft does hereby ordain as follows: 

Title I, Chapter 3 of the Taft City Code is hereby added and reads as follows: 

ADMINISTRATIVE CITATIONS AND PENALTIES 

1-3-1 Purpose and Intent. 
1-3-2 Non-Exclusive Remedy. 
1-3-3 Definitions. 
1-3-4 Administrative Penalty. 
1-3-5 Authority. 
1-3-6 Violations of This Chapter. 
1-3-7 Infractions. 
1-3-8 Violations Other than Infractions. 
1-3-9 Accrual of Interest. 
1-3-10 Setting of Fines. 
1-3-11 Notice of Violation. 
1-3-12 Appeal to Hearing Officer. 
1-3-13 Appeal to Superior Court. 
1-3-14 Collections of Fines and Penalties. 
1-3-15 Appeal Fees Authorized. 
1-3-16 Exemption from Appeal Fees.  
 
 
1-3-1 Purpose and Intent. 

It is the intent of the city council in enacting this chapter to ensure compliance with this code and 
to deter violations of this code.  The city council also finds that there is a need for an alternative 
method to enforce provisions of this code, as amended from time to time.  The council further 
finds that the assessment of civil fines and penalties through an administrative hearing procedure 
for code violations in accordance with Government Code Section 53069.4 is a necessary, 
alternative method of code enforcement. 

1-3-2 Non-Exclusive remedy. 

The enforcement remedy of administrative assessment of civil fines and penalties established in 
this chapter shall be in addition to any other administrative or judicial remedy provided by law. 

1-3-3 Definitions. 

As used in this chapter: 
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“Building violation” shall mean any violation of any of the uniform codes adopted pursuant to 
the Adopting Ordinance, or any violation of the zoning regulations set forth in Titles 3, 5, and 6 
of this Code, except (i) any violation which creates an imminent danger to health or safety, or (ii) 
the unlawful display of any temporary or portable sign(s), or (iii) the unlawful display of any 
flag(s), banner(s), or balloon(s) 

“Citation” or “administrative citation” means a civil citation issued pursuant to this chapter 
stating that there has been a violation of one or more provisions of the code and setting the 
amount of the administrative penalty to be paid by the responsible party. 

“Code” means the Taft City Code, including all uniform codes incorporated by reference. 

“City” means the City of Taft. 

“Days” mean calendar days. 

“Notice of decision” shall mean a form prepared by the City and used to inform a citee of any 
decision made pursuant to any provision of this chapter. 

“Public official” means the code enforcement officer, the building official, the fire marshal, the 
planning public official, the chief of police, or their designees, or any other individual or body 
appointed by the City Council to enforce codes and which is authorized to administer this 
chapter. 

“Responsible party” means an individual, association, partnership, political subdivision, 
government agency, municipality, limited liability company, public or private corporation, firm, 
organization, joint venture or any other entity whatsoever whose action or actions caused or 
contributed to violations of codes specified in this chapter.  

“Responsible party” also includes property owners and lessees. 

“Year” means three hundred sixty-five consecutive days. 

1-3-4 Administrative Penalty 

A.  Any person violating any provision of this code, as amended from time to time, may be 
subject to the assessment of civil fines and penalties pursuant to the administrative procedures 
established in this chapter and authorized by Government Code Section 53069.4 

B.  Each and every day a violation of this code exists constitutes a separate and distinct violation. 

1-3-5 Authority. 

A.  The public official shall take action pursuant to this chapter only to secure compliance with 
this code and to ensure deterrence against violations of this code.  Consistent with these 
exclusive purposes for this chapter, the public official shall have the authority and powers 
necessary to determine whether a violation of this code exists and the authority to take 
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appropriate action to gain compliance with the provisions of this code.  These powers include the 
power to issue notices of violation, the power to assess and collect civil fines and penalties as 
provided in this chapter, and the power to enter and inspect public and private property as 
permitted by law. 

B.  Consistent with the purposes for this chapter as set forth in the preceding paragraph, the 
public official is authorized to enter upon any property or premises to ascertain whether there are 
violations of this code, and to make any examinations and surveys as may be necessary in the 
performance of his or her duties.  If the property owner or other responsible person refuses 
permission to enter or inspect, the public official may seek an administrative inspection warrant 
pursuant to the California Code of Civil Procedure or as otherwise authorized by law.  Following 
the obtaining of owner permission to inspect or a lawful inspection warrant, the public official is 
authorized to conduct examinations and surveys that may include, but are not limited to, the 
taking of photographs or video recordings and the taking of samples or other physical evidence 
or recordings.  All inspections, entries, examinations and surveys shall be done in a reasonable 
manner and shall at all times comply with constitutional and statutory requirements. 

C.  The public official is authorized to assess civil fines or penalties pursuant to this chapter for 
any portion of this code that the public official’s department has the responsibility to enforce, 
whether wholly or partially, pursuant to this code or other law.  The public official may take such 
action in accordance with, or with the cooperation of, any other department with jurisdiction or 
responsibility over the matter.  

1-3-6 Violations of This Chapter. 

Any person who violates any provisions of this code, as amended from time to time, or any 
person who owns property upon which a violation exists, irrespective of whether that person 
caused the violation, shall be subject to an administrative fine or penalty up to the maximum 
amounts set forth in this chapter. 

Prior to commencing any action under this chapter, the public official shall attempt to ascertain 
whether the violation of this code is being carried on substantially or exclusively by individuals 
who rent, lease, or otherwise have no ownership interest on the property on which the violation is 
occurring.  If the public official determines that the violation is being caused by a renter, lessor, 
or other person who has no ownership interest in the property, the public official shall not 
commence proceedings under this chapter against the property owner until the public official has 
attempted to contact the owner and has provided the owner a reasonable period of time and 
opportunity in which to cure the violation or cause the violation to be cured.  If the owner of the 
property does not respond within a reasonable time, or the owner cannot be found following the 
exercise of reasonable diligence to locate the owner, the public official may thereafter commence 
proceedings pursuant to this chapter against the owner. 
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1-3-7 Infractions. 

If this code designates the violation as an infraction, the public official may impose as the 
administrative fine up to the maximum fine or penalty amounts for infractions set forth in 
subdivision (b) of California Government Code Section 25132; the public official may impose 
the fine if the violation is not abated by the date specified in the notice of violation. 

1-3-8 Violations Other than Infractions. 

For any violation of this code, the public official may impose an administrative fine within the 
amounts set forth below: 

A.  If the violation arises from an unlawful commercial, industrial, rental (residential or non-
residential), owner-occupied residential, or similar structure on the property, the public official, 
in his or her discretion, may impose a fine in one of the following sums: 

1.  The fair market rental value of the land or structure in violation for the period of time 
elapsed from the date of transmittal of the notice of violation through to the abatement of the 
violation by whatever means; 

2.  Up to one hundred dollars from the date of transmittal of the notice of violation, and up 
to one hundred dollars for each calendar day thereafter that the violation exists on the 
property through the effective date of the notice of violation; or 

3.  In the event that the use of a structure in violation may be permitted with an appropriate 
permit, up to a maximum of five times the amount of the standard fee for such a permit. 

B.  For any other violation, the public official in his or her discretion may impose a fine up to 
one hundred dollars from the date of transmittal of the notice of violation, and up to one hundred 
dollars for each calendar day thereafter that the violation exists on the property through the 
effective date of the notice of violation. 

C.  Although this section authorizes fines to be imposed in amounts up to one hundred dollars 
per day of violation, the public official shall not automatically impose fines up to such amount 
for each day a violation exists.  It is the intent of the city council in enacting this chapter that 
fines for violations of this code to be set at amounts no higher than that which are sufficient to 
secure compliance with this code and to deter individuals and entities from violating this code.  
When setting the amount of the fine under either subsection A or B of this section, the public 
official shall be strictly guided only by the factors set forth in Section 1-3-10.  In no event shall 
the public official impose a fine that is excessive in light of the nature and scope of the violation 
or that is intended to achieve some purpose other than securing compliance with this code or 
achieving deterrence. 
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1-3-9 Accrual of Interest. 

Any administrative fine and penalty shall accrue interest at the same annual rate as any civil 
judgment. Interest shall accrue commencing on the twentieth day after the penalty becomes a 
final decision or order. 

1-3-10 Setting of Fines. 

A.  The public official shall determine fines in the first instance.  In making the determination, 
the public official may take into account the facts and circumstances of the violation, including 
without limitation: 

1.  The length of time violations existed; 

2.  The culpability of the violator and the willfulness of the violation; 

3.  The number of previous violations of the same or related type committed by the violator 
within the preceding thirty-six months; 

4.  The extent of the violation and the effect of the violation on neighboring properties; 

5.  Attempts, if any, to comply with the applicable ordinances; and 

6.  The time necessary to abate the violation. 

B.  In making a determination of the fine, the public official may consider any information 
submitted by the property owner, tenant, lessor, and/or other occupant of the property.  In the 
event that the public official determines that the violation was not caused by, or with the 
knowledge of, the current owner, tenant, lessor, and/or occupant the public official may reduce 
or eliminate the fine.  In the event the public official determines that the correction of the 
violation is not feasible, and the violation does not present a threat to public health or safety, the 
public official may reduce or eliminate the fine. 

1-3-11 Notice of Violation. 

Upon determining that a violation of any provision of this code exists, the public official may 
take the following steps: 

A.  Issue a "notice of violation, order to correct, and notice of assessment of civil fines and 
penalties," hereinafter referred to as "notice of violation," to the property owner, tenant, lessor, 
and/or occupant of the property by certified mail or by personal service by the public official or a 
peace officer.  The notice of violation shall specify or contain: 

1.  The name and address of the property owner, tenant, lessor, and/or occupant and the 
address and assessor's parcel number (APN) of the property where the violation exists; 
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2.  A statement that a determination has been made that a violation of this code exists on the 
identified property and specifying the sections of this code violated and the conditions 
constituting each and every violation; 

3.  A specified time period from receipt of the notice of violation within which the violation 
must be abated; 

4.  A statement advising the property owner, tenant, lessor, and/or occupant that in the event 
the violation is not abated by the expiration of the time specified in the notice of violation, 
the property owner, tenant, lessor, and/or occupant shall be subject to administrative fines 
and penalties under this chapter and specifying the maximum amount of such fines and 
penalties; 

5.  A statement that the property owner, tenant, lessor, and/or occupant may submit in 
writing to the public official any information relating to the determination of the existence of 
the violation or violations or the amount of the fine to be imposed; 

6.  A statement of the additional potential consequences that could occur if the violation 
continued after the expiration of the time specified in the notice of violation; including, but 
not limited to, criminal prosecution, civil injunction, administrative abatement, judicial 
abatement, revocation of permits, recordation of notice of violation, and withholding of 
future city permits. 

7.  A statement that the property owner, tenant, lessor, and/or occupant affected by the 
notice of violation may, within ten calendar days after delivery or service of the notice of 
violation, appeal in writing to the public official which issued the notice of violation 
findings, determinations and amount of potential fines and penalties set out in the notice of 
violation, pursuant to the procedures set out in Section 1-3-12. 

8.  The notice of violation shall contain a statement that, if the owner, tenant, lessor, and/or 
occupant fails to request an appeal of the determination of administrative fines set out in the 
notice of violation, the determination of fines in the notice of violation shall be final. 

B.  The public official may, in his or her discretion, record a copy of the notice of determination 
of fine with the county recorder of Kern County.  In the event of such recordation and in the 
event that the notice of violation is subsequently modified, the public official shall record a 
notice of correction.  Correction of the violation shall not excuse the owner's liability for costs 
incurred during the administrative abatement process.  In the event that the notice of violation is 
eliminated through the appeal process or because the violations have been corrected, the public 
official shall record a notice of withdrawal of the notice of violation, or a notice of satisfaction 
and compliance of the notice of violation. 

C.  If the public official determines that an effort is being made to correct the violation, he or she 
may grant an additional period of time for correction of the violation. 
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D.  The failure of any person with an interest in the property, or other responsible party, to 
receive such properly addressed notice of the hearing shall not affect the validity of any 
proceedings under this chapter. 

E.  Unless the notice of violation is appealed within the time limit and manner set forth in 
Section 1-3-12, the notice of violation shall constitute the final administrative order or decision 
of the local agency and the assessment of administrative fines and penalties shall become a final 
order or decision within the meaning of Government Code Section 53069.4(b)(1) and (c). 

1-3-12 Appeal to Hearing Officer. 

A.  Any person (the "appellant") upon whom a notice of violation is served may appeal the 
findings, determinations and/or amount of potential fines and penalties set out in the notice of 
violation pursuant to the procedures set forth in this section.  The appellant must file a written 
appeal with the public official within ten working days of personal service or the date of mailing 
of the notice of violation.  The written appeal shall contain: 

1.  A brief statement setting forth the interest the appealing party has in the matter relating to 
the imposition of the penalty; 

2.  A brief statement of the material facts which the appellant claims support his or her 
contention that no administrative penalty should be imposed or that an administrative 
penalty of a difference amount is warranted; and 

3.  An address at which the appellant agrees notice of any additional proceeding or an order 
relating to imposition of the administrative penalty may be received by first class mail. 

B.  The written appeal must be accompanied by payment of any fee the city council establishes 
under Section 1-3-15, or a request for exemption provided for in Section 1-3-16.  Failure to 
comply with the requirements of this paragraph within the ten days for filing an appeal set forth 
in subsection A of this section shall constitute a waiver of the right to appeal. 

C.  An appeal of a notice of violation shall be heard by an independent and neutral hearing 
officer.  The hearing officer may include a retired judge; attorney with more than five years of 
experience practicing law, provided he or she has experience in code enforcement matters; 
hearing officer selected from, or recommended by, the California Office of Administrative 
Hearings; qualified arbitrator employed by any private firm that specializes in providing 
alternative dispute resolution or arbitration services; or any other person with sufficient training, 
experience, and qualifications to render a reasoned and impartial decision regarding the matters 
appealed.  The city is authorized to enter into a contract with an individual, company, or firm to 
provide hearing officer services, provided the individual, company, or firm adopts and follows 
adequate procedures for maintaining neutrality and avoiding conflicts of interest. 

D.  The appeal hearing shall be set no sooner than twenty calendar days and no later than forty-
five calendar days following receipt of the written appeal, unless a different date is mutually 
agreed upon by the appellant and public official.  Notice of the appeal hearing shall be mailed by 
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registered mail at least fifteen calendar days before the date set for the hearing.  Failure of the 
appellant to appear timely will cause the notice of violation and the assessment of administrative 
fines and penalties to become a final order or decision. 

E.  In reviewing the notice of violation, the hearing officer shall consider the factors set forth in 
Section 1-3-10 above, and shall uphold, withdraw, or modify the notice of violation and fines 
and penalties specified by that notice.  The hearing officer shall serve a copy of his or her written 
decision on the appellant.  The hearing officer's decision shall be mailed by registered mail and 
shall be deemed served within five working days after the date it was mailed to the address 
provided by the appellant. 

F.  The decision of the hearing officer shall constitute the administrative order or decision of the 
local agency within the meaning of Government Code Section 53069.4(b)(1) and (c) and shall be 
final unless appealed as set out in Section 1-3-13. 

 

1-3-13 Appeal to Superior Court. 

Any person aggrieved by a final administrative order or decision imposing an administrative fine 
may seek review with the Kern County Superior Court pursuant to Government Code Section 
53069.4. 

 

1-3-14 Collection of Fines and Penalties. 

When an administrative fine or penalty becomes a final order under this section or Government 
Code Section 53069.4, the city may proceed to collect the fine or penalty as follows: 

A.  The city may commence a civil action to enjoin and/or collect the administrative fines and 
penalties; in the event a civil action is commenced to collect the administrative fines and 
penalties, the city shall be entitled to recover all costs associated with the collection of the fines 
and penalties.  Such costs include, without limitation, staff and counsel time incurred in the 
collection of the penalty, attorney fees for processing the civil action, and those costs set forth in 
Code of Civil Procedure Section 1033.5. 

B.  The amount of any unpaid final administrative fine, plus interest, plus any other costs as 
provided in this chapter, may be declared a lien on any real property owned by the property 
owner within the city against whom an administrative penalty has been imposed as follows: 

1.  Notice shall be given to the property owner before recordation of the lien, and shall be 
served in the same manner as a summons in the civil action pursuant to Code of Civil 
Procedure Section 415.10 et seq.; and 

2.  The lien shall attach when the city records it with the county recorder's office.  The lien 
shall specify the amount of the lien, the date of the code violations, the date of the final 
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decision, the street address, legal description, and assessor's parcel number of the parcel on 
which the lien is imposed, and the name and address of the record owner of the parcel; and 

3.  In the event that the lien is discharged, released, or satisfied, either through payment or 
foreclosure, the city shall record a notice of the discharge containing the information 
specified in subsection B. 

C.  The amount of the unpaid administrative penalty, plus interest, plus any other costs as 
provided in this section, may be made a special assessment against the real property on which the 
violation occurred.  These sums may be collected at the same time and in the same manner as 
ordinary secured property taxes are collected. 

D.  The city may withhold issuance of discretionary licenses, permits and other entitlements to 
the property owner on any project, property, or application of any kind whenever an 
administrative penalty remains unpaid. 

E.  The city may take such other actions as are allowed for enforcement of a civil judgment, such 
as is provided for pursuant to the Enforcement of Judgment Law, California Code of Civil 
Procedure Section 680.010 et seq. 

 

1-3-15 Appeal Fees Authorized. 

The city council is authorized to establish reasonable fees for the filing, processing, and handling 
of the administrative appeal authorized by Section 1-3-12.  The city council shall comply with 
the requirements of Government Code Section 54985 et seq. in establishing and annually 
updating the amounts of these fees. 

 

1-3-16 Exemption from Appeal Fees. 

The city council may consider applications for exemption from any filing fees established per the 
preceding section in cases of undue financial hardship.  Any applicant requesting such an 
exemption may file a request for the exemption at the time he or she files an appeal under 
Section 1-3-12.  The city council shall act on the request for exemption prior to any proceedings 
under Section 1-3-12.  If the council finds an undue financial hardship exists on the appellant, it 
may exempt the applicant from the filing fees in whole or in part.  For purposes of this section, 
undue financial hardship shall be strictly construed.  If the request for exemption is denied, in 
whole or in part, the appellant shall pay the filing fee, or portion thereof the council determines 
he or she shall pay, within ten working days of the city council meeting in which the request for 
exemption is heard.  The appellant's failure to pay the fee within this time shall constitute a 
waiver of its right to appeal. 
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This Ordinance shall take effect 30 days after the date of its adoption, and prior to the expiration of 15 
days from the passage thereof shall be published, at least one (1) time in the Taft Midway Driller, a 
newspaper of general circulation, published and circulated in the City of Taft and thenceforth and 
thereafter the same shall be in full force and effect. 

 
 

 PASSED, APPROVED, AND ADOPTED on this   day of    , 2013. 
 
 
 
 

        ___________________________ 

        Paul Linder, Mayor 
 
Attest: 
 
 
______________________ 
Louise Hudgens, City Clerk 
 
 
 
Approved as to form: 
 
 
_______________________ 
Thomas Ebersole, City Attorney 
 
 
 
 
 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA } 
COUNTY OF KERN  }SS 
CITY OF TAFT  } 
 

I, Louise Hudgens, City Clerk of the City of Taft, do hereby certify that the foregoing 
Ordinance had its first reading on   __________________ , and had its second reading 
__________________, and was passed by the following vote: 
 
AYES: Councilmembers:   
NOES: Councilmembers:  
ABSENT: Councilmembers:  
ABSTAIN: Councilmembers:  
 
 
     
Louise Hudgens, CMC 
City Clerk 
 
 



 
 

City of Taft Agenda Report 
 
 
 
 
DATE:   June 4, 2013 
 
TO:   MAYOR LINDER AND COUNCIL MEMBERS  
   
AGENDA MATTER:  
 
HEARING ON COSTS AND PLACEMENT OF LIENS ON ABATED PROPERTIES 
 
SUMMARY STATEMENT: 
 
The properties listed below have had nuisances abated.  The owners of record have been notified by certified 
mail and by posting on said properties in accordance with the City of Taft Municipal Code of the costs 
incurred during the abatement process. 
 
The owners were also notified of the time and place of a Public Hearing on costs whereby Council will hear 
any objections or protests from the property owner or other interested parties. 
 
If costs of abatement as submitted or modified for the property listed here are not paid within 5 days from the 
date of confirmation, the confirmed Statements of Expense shall constitute a lien against the properties and 
all such costs to be made a personal obligation against the property owner pursuant to section 38773 of the 
California Government Code and Taft Municipal Code section 3-4.5-5 (c) and (d).   
 
 APN # 031-450-29   134 North St., Taft, CA    $  7,430.75 (demolation) 
 APN # 031-460-13  105 ½ Lucard Street, Taft, CA  $13,452.68 (demolation)
 APN # 032-010-18  906 6th Street, Taft, CA    $  1,173.59 
 APN # 031-200-10  108 7th St., Taft, CA     $30,552.88 (demolation) 
 APN # 031-280-27 & 28 427 San Emidio St., Taft, CA  $  3,948.44 
            
RECOMMENDED ACTION 
 

1. Conduct hearing re Statement of Expense. 
2. Motion to confirm Statement of Expense as submitted and approve resolutions titled a  

A. RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TAFT APPROVING 
AND CONFIRMING THE COSTS FOR THE ABATEMENT OF THE NUISANCE 
AT ………………………………. 134 NORTH ST., TAFT, CA  APN # 031-450-29 

B. RESOLUTION ………………… 105 ½ Lucard St., Taft, CA  APN #031-460-13 
C. RESOLUTION …………………  906 6th St., Taft, CA  APN 032-010-18 
D. RESOLUTION ………………… 108 7th St., Taft, CA    APN 031-200-10 
E. RESOLUTION ………………… 427 San Emidio St., Taft, CA  APN 031-280-27 & 28 
 

IMPACT ON BUDGET (Y/N):   Yes (revenue when collected) 
 
ATTACHMENT (Y/N):  Yes - Resolutions 
 
PREPARED BY:   City Clerk 
 
REVIEWED BY:            
CITY CLERK  
 

FINANCE DIRECTOR CITY MANAGER 

 



Resolution No. 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TAFT APPROVING 
AND CONFIRMING THE COSTS FOR THE ABATEMENT OF THE NUISANCE AT 
427 San Emidio St., Taft, CA 93268, APN # 031-280-27 & 031-280-28 

WHEREAS, the City of Taft has been diligently pursuing the betterment of the community; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Taft has followed all steps outlined in Section 3-4-9 of the Taft 
Municipal Code in order to abate nuisance in the community; and 

WHEREAS, costs have been incurred during the abatement process and demolition of building 
on said property; and 

WHEREAS, the following cost shall constitute a lien upon the property located at and known 
as 427 San Emidio St., Taft, CA 93268, APN # 031-280-27 & 031-280-28 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the City Council of the City of Taft approves and 
confirms the following costs of $3,948.44 and resolves that these costs shall constitute a lien on said 
property and shall accrue interest in the amount of 6% per annum on the unpaid balance until paid in full. 

PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED this 

 

day of 	 2013. 

  

    

Paul Linder, Mayor 
ATTEST: 

Louise Hudgens, CMC 
City Clerk 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA} 
COUNTY OF KERN } SS 
CITY OF TAFT 

I, Louise Hudgens, City Clerk of the City of Taft, do hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution was duly and 
regularly adopted by the City Council of the City of Taft at a regular meeting thereof held on the 
	day of 	 , 2013. 

AYES: 	COUNCIL MEMBERS: 
NAYS: 	COUNCIL MEMBERS: 
ABSENT: 	COUNCIL MEMBERS: 
ABSTAIN: 	COUNCIL MEMBERS: 

Louise Hudgens, City Clerk 



Resolution No. 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TAFT APPROVING 
AND CONFIRMING THE COSTS FOR THE ABATEMENT OF THE NUISANCE AT 
108 7th St., Taft, CA 93268, APN # 031-200-10 

WHEREAS, the City of Taft has been diligently pursuing the betterment of the community; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Taft has followed all steps outlined in Section 3 -4 -9 of the Taft 
Municipal Code in order to abate nuisance in the community; and 

WHEREAS, costs have been incurred during the abatement process and demolition of building 
on said property; and 

WHEREAS, the following cost shall constitute a lien upon the property located at and known 
as 108 7th St., Taft, CA 93268, APN # 031-200-10 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the City Council of the City of Taft approves and 
confirms the following costs of $30,552.88  and resolves that these costs shall constitute a lien on said 
property and shall accrue interest in the amount of 6% per annum on the unpaid balance until paid in full. 

PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED this 

 

day of 	 2013. 

 

    

Paul Linder, Mayor 
ATTEST: 

Louise Hudgens, CMC 
City Clerk 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA} 
COUNTY OF KERN } SS 
CITY OF TAFT 

I, Louise Hudgens, City Clerk of the City of Taft, do hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution was duly and 
regularly adopted by the City Council of the City of Taft at a regular meeting thereof held on the 
	day of 	 , 2013. 

AYES: 	COUNCIL MEMBERS: 
NAYS: 	COUNCIL MEMBERS: 
ABSENT: 	COUNCIL MEMBERS: 
ABSTAIN: 	COUNCIL MEMBERS: 

Louise Hudgens, City Clerk 



Resolution No. 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TAFT APPROVING 
AND CONFIRMING THE COSTS FOR THE ABATEMENT OF THE NUISANCE AT 
906 6th Street, Taft, CA 93268, APN # 032-010-18 

WHEREAS, the City of Taft has been diligently pursuing the betterment of the community; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Taft has followed all steps outlined in Section 3-4-9 of the Taft 
Municipal Code in order to abate nuisance in the community; and 

WHEREAS, costs have been incurred during the abatement process and demolition of building 
on said property; and 

WHEREAS, the following cost shall constitute a lien upon the property located at and known 
as 906 6th Street, Taft, CA 93268, APN # 032-010-18 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the City Council of the City of Taft approves and 
confirms the following costs of $1,173.59 and resolves that these costs shall constitute a lien on said 
property and shall accrue interest in the amount of 6% per annum on the unpaid balance until paid in full. 

PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED this 

 

day of 	 2013. 

 

      

      

Paul Linder, Mayor 
ATTEST: 

Louise Hudgens, CMC 
City Clerk 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA} 
COUNTY OF KERN 	} SS 
CITY OF TAFT 

I, Louise Hudgens, City Clerk of the City of Taft, do hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution was duly and 
regularly adopted by the City Council of the City of Taft at a regular meeting thereof held on the 
	day of 	 , 2013. 

AYES: 	COUNCIL MEMBERS: 
NAYS: 	COUNCIL MEMBERS: 
ABSENT: 	COUNCIL MEMBERS: 
ABSTAIN: 	COUNCIL MEMBERS: 

Louise Hudgens, City Clerk 



Resolution No. 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TAFT APPROVING 
AND CONFIRMING THE COSTS FOR THE ABATEMENT OF THE NUISANCE AT 
105 1/2 Lucard St., Taft, CA 93268, APN # 031-460-13-00 

WHEREAS, the City of Taft has been diligently pursuing the betterment of the community; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Taft has followed all steps outlined in Section 3-4-9 of the Taft 
Municipal Code in order to abate nuisance in the community; and 

WHEREAS, costs have been incurred during the abatement process and demolition of building 
on said property; and 

WHEREAS, the following cost shall constitute a lien upon the property located at and known 
as 105 1/2 Lucard St., Taft, CA 93268, APN # 031-460-13-00 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the City Council of the City of Taft approves and 
confirms the following costs of $13,452.68 and resolves that these costs shall constitute a lien on said 
property and shall accrue interest in the amount of 6% per annum on the unpaid balance until paid in full. 

PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED this 

 

day of 	 2013. 

 

    

Paul Linder, Mayor 
ATTEST: 

Louise Hudgens, CMC 
City Clerk 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA}  
COUNTY OF KERN } SS 
CITY OF TAFT 

I, Louise Hudgens, City Clerk of the City of Taft, do hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution was duly and 
regularly adopted by the City Council of the City of Taft at a regular meeting thereof held on the 
	day of 	 , 2013. 

AYES: 	COUNCIL MEMBERS: 
NAYS: 	COUNCIL MEMBERS: 
ABSENT: 	COUNCIL MEMBERS: 
ABSTAIN: 	COUNCIL MEMBERS: 

Louise Hudgens, City Clerk 



Resolution No. 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TAFT APPROVING 
AND CONFIRMING THE COSTS FOR THE ABATEMENT OF THE NUISANCE AT 
134 North St., Taft, CA 93268, APN # 031-450-29 

WHEREAS, the City of Taft has been diligently pursuing the betterment of the community; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Taft has followed all steps outlined in Section 3-4-9 of the Taft 
Municipal Code in order to abate nuisance in the community; and 

WHEREAS, costs have been incurred during the abatement process and demolition of building 
on said property; and 

WHEREAS, the following cost shall constitute a lien upon the property located at and known 
as 134 North St., Taft, CA 93268, APN # 031-450-29 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the City Council of the City of Taft approves and 
confirms the following costs of $7,430.75 and resolves that these costs shall constitute a lien on said 
property and shall accrue interest in the amount of 6% per annum on the unpaid balance until paid in full. 

PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED this 

 

day of 	 2013. 

 

    

Paul Linder, Mayor 
ATTEST: 

Louise Hudgens, CMC 
City Clerk 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA} 
COUNTY OF KERN 	} SS 
CITY OF TAFT 	} 

I, Louise Hudgens, City Clerk of the City of Taft, do hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution was duly and 
regularly adopted by the City Council of the City of Taft at a regular meeting thereof held on the 
	day of 	 , 2013. 

AYES: 	COUNCIL MEMBERS: 
NAYS: 	COUNCIL MEMBERS: 
ABSENT: 	COUNCIL MEMBERS: 
ABSTAIN: 	COUNCIL MEMBERS: 

Louise Hudgens, City Clerk 





TAFT CITY COUNCIL/SUCCESSOR AGENCY 
MINUTES 

MAY 21, 2013 
 

 
REGULAR MEETING  6:00 P.M. 
 
The May 21, 2013, regular joint meeting of the Taft City Council/Taft Successor Agency, held in the 
Council Chamber at Taft City Hall, 209 East Kern Street, Taft, CA 93268, was opened by Mayor Linder 
at 6:03:40 PM.  The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Council Member Miller, followed by invocation 
given by Howard Tello, Seven Day Adventist Church.    
 
PRESENT: Mayor Paul Linder; Mayor Pro Tem Orchel Krier. 
 Council Members Randy Miller and Ron Waldrop. 
 City Manager Craig Jones; City Attorney Tom Ebersole; 
 City Clerk Louise Hudgens. 
 
ABSENT: Council Member Dave Noerr 
 
1. PUBLIC HEARING - CONDUCT PUBLIC HEARING REGARDING THE INCREASE 

OF RATES FOR REFUSE SERVICES, COUNT WRITTEN PROTESTS RECEIVED, 
AND IF NO MAJORITY PROTEST EXISTS, APPROVE PROPOSED REFUSE RATES.   

 
The duly noticed PH was opened to receive testimony from proponents and opponents.  Being 
none, the PH was closed. 
 
Envelopes containing protests from property owners were opened and a count taken of qualified 
protests.  There were 46 out of a possible 3,151 for 1.46 percent of property owners who 
protested. 
 
Moved by Waldrop, seconded by Miller, to approve an Ordinance titled An ORDINANCE OF 
THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TAFT AMENDING SECTION 3.2-12 OF 
THE TAFT CITY CODE ESTABLISHING REFUSE AND STREET SWEEPING RATES 
FOR CITY CUSTOMERS, for first reading by title only and reading of such be waived 
 
AYES: Krier, Miller, Waldrop, Linder 
 
Moved by Krier, seconded by Miller, to approve Resolution titled A RESOLUTION OF THE 
CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TAFT, CALIFORNIA, CONFIRMING COMPLIANCE 
WITH SECTION 6 OF ARTICLE XIIID OF THE CALIFORNIA CONSTITUTION THEREBY 
ADOPTING REFUSE SERVICE RATES.   
(Resolution No. 3530-13) 
 
AYES: Krier, Miller, Waldrop, Linder 
 

2. PUBLIC HEARING - CONDUCT PUBLIC HEARING REGARDING THE INCREASE 
OF RATES FOR SEWER SERVICES, COUNT WRITTEN PROTESTS RECEIVED, 
AND IF NO MAJORITY PROTEST EXISTS, APPROVE PROPOSED SEWER RATES.   
 
The duly noticed PH was opened to receive testimony from proponents and opponents.  Being 
none, the PH was closed. 
 
Envelopes containing protests from property owners were opened and a count taken of qualified 
protests.  There were 39 out of a possible 3,116 for 1.25 percent of property owners who 
protested. 
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Moved by Miller, seconded by Waldrop, to approve an Ordinance titled AN ORDINANCE OF 
THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TAFT AMENDING SECTION 3.3-6 OF THE 
TAFT CITY CODE ESTABLISHING SEWER RATES only and reading of such be waived. 
 
AYES: Krier, Miller, Waldrop, Linder 
 
Moved by Miller, seconded by Krier, to approve Resolution titled A RESOLUTION OF THE 
CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TAFT, CALIFORNIA, CONFIRMING COMPLIANCE 
WITH SECTION 6 OF ARTICLE XIIID OF THE CALIFORNIA CONSTITUTION THEREBY 
ADOPTING SEWER SERVICE RATES   
(Resolution No. 3531-13) 
 
AYES: Krier, Miller, Waldrop, Linder 
 

3. PUBLIC HEARING - COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT PROGRAM - 
FINAL CLOSEOUT GRANTEE PERFORMANCE REPORT 08-EDEF-5878 AND 09-
EDEF-6534 
 
The duly noticed PH was opened to receive testimony from proponents and opponents.  Being 
none, the PH was closed. 
 
Moved by Miller, seconded by Krier, to receive report and submit report to CDBG 
 
AYES: Krier, Miller, Waldrop, Linder 
 

4. CITIZEN REQUESTS/PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
Harvey Hall, Hall Ambulance and Bakersfield City Mayor, presented Council with plaque in 
appreciation of 18 years of Taft’s support and to bring attention to Emergency Medical Services 
Week. 
 
Shannon Jones, Chamber of Commerce Event Coordinator, read a letter of appreciation to 
Council from the downtown merchants and announced upcoming Community events. 
 

5. TREASURERS REPORT  
 
Ben Mangum, City Treasurer, gave the financial Report for period ended March 2013.  

 
6. COUNCIL STATEMENTS (NON ACTION)  6:58:42 PM  

 
Each of the Council Members gave a positive report of the previous week-end’s Relay for Life 
Event.   
Miller requested help for tornado victims in Oklahoma.   
Waldrop requested that veterans participate in the “Raising the Flag” event on May 26 at 
Veteran’s Hall. 
Linder stated that Kiwanis will be placing flags on Memorial Day.  
 

7. PLANNING COMMISSION REPORTS – None. 
 
8. DEPARTMENT REPORTS  

 
Police Chief Whiting reported on an FBI workshop he had attended.  Kern County Fire 
Battalion Chief Brett Moon gave tips on best way to report possible arson. 
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9. CITY MANAGER STATEMENTS  
 

City Manager Craig Jones reported on meeting with Supervisor Couch, that the Governor is 
working towards eliminating enterprise zones and asked that everyone write letters 
encouraging him not to. 
 

10. CITY ATTORNEY STATEMENTS – None. 
 
11. FUTURE AGENDA REQUESTS 
 

Linder requested agenda item to donate $2,000 toward Firework Show.  Miller concurred. 
 

********************************************************************** 
 

CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS 12 - 19  
   
 Moved by Waldrop, seconded by Krier, to approve consent calendar items 12-16 and 19. 
 

AYES: Krier, Miller, Waldrop, Linder 
 
12. MINUTES 
 May 7, 2013 Regular 
 Recommendation – Approve as submitted. 
 
13. PAYMENT OF BILLS 
 Cash Disbursements   Warrant # 042513 Check No. 75341-75342 $       503.99 
     Warrant # 051013 Check No. 75343-75422 $142,140.41  
 
 Recommendation – Approve payment of bills. 
 
14. STANDARD AGREEMENT 08-EDEF-5878 – DISENCUMBERING UNUSED CDBG 

GRANT FUNDS 
 

Recommendation – Informational only. 
 
15. STANDARD AGREEMENT 08-EDEF-5878 
 

Recommendation –Motion to authorize the repayment of Activity Delivery funds to the 
Department of Housing and Community Development Department from General Fund in the 
amount $2,780 and to reallocate grant expense in the amount of $10,291 to General Fund. 

 
16. UNEMPLOYMENT COMPENSATION (EDD) PAYOUTS  
 

Recommendation – Motion to Authorize the loan of $10,098 from General Fund Reserves to the 
CCF for the payment of the 2012 4th quarter EDD Benefits. 

 
19. OPPOSITION TO AB 649, AB 1301 & AB 1323  – PROHIBITING HYDRAULIC 

FRACTURING; OPPOSITION TO SB 241 – SEVERANCE TAX ON OIL PRODUCTION 
 
Recommendation – Motion to approve and execute opposition letters for AB 649, AB 1301, AB 
1323 & SB 241.   
 
************************************************************************ 
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17. TAFT POLICE DEPARTMENT WISHES TO PURCHASE A CITIZEN RIMS 

SOFTWARE CRIME MAPPING MODULE FOR THE NEW WEBSITE.   
 Removed from Consent Calendar by Krier 

 
Police Chief Whiting explained that the mapping software would allow anyone to check on the 
City’s website where crimes have occurred and who the perpetrator was.  County areas would be 
identified if a City police officer had assisted.  The funds to be used from AB109 are for overtime 
and crime prevention. 
 
Moved by Krier, seconded by Waldrop, to approve the purchase of the CITIZEN RIMS software 
module from Sun Ridge Systems for $4,115.00 
 
AYES: Krier, Miller, Waldrop, Linder 
 

18. MOU WITH THE TAFT CITY SCHOOL DISTRICT FOR A FULL TIME PAID 
SCHOOL RESOURCE OFFICER (SRO) 
 Removed from Consent Calendar by Krier 

 
There was no discussion other than to point out that the position is being fully funded by Taft 
City School District and that the three (3) School Resource Officers allows the City Police 
Department to be fully staffed. 
 
Moved by Krier, seconded by Waldrop, to approve and sign the MOU with the Taft City School 
District for a full time paid School Resource Officer. 
 
AYES: Krier, Miller, Waldrop, Linder 

  
Mayor Linder recessed the meeting to closed session at 7:43:12 PM  

 
 CLOSED SESSION  
 

A. CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL – POTENTIAL LITIGATION 
Government Code Section 54956.9(b) – 1 case. 
ACTION TAKEN: Gave direction to staff. 
 

B. CONFERENCE WITH LABOR NEGOTIATOR, CRAIG JONES, CITY MANGER, 
Government Code 54957.6 – All units. 
ACTION TAKEN:  Gave direction to staff. 
 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:10 PM with no further business to conduct. 
 
 
 
 

 
              
Louise Hudgens, CMC      Paul Linder, Mayor 
City Clerk 
 















































ORDINANCE NO. _______ 
 
 

A ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TAFT 
AMENDING SECTION 3.3-6 OF THE TAFT CITY CODE ESTABLISHING 
SEWER RATES FOR CITY RESIDENCES, BUSINESSES, AND 
INDUSTRIAL CUSTOMERS. 

 
WHEREAS, The City of Taft owns and operates a sewer collection system that is operated 

as an self-supporting Enterprise Fund, with customer rates and charges that provide full funding 
for all operating, maintenance, capital rehabilitation and replacement, infrastructure improvement 
costs, and   
 

WHEREAS, Sewer rates and charges need to be adjusted to provide the utility with 
sufficient funding for all costs starting in Fiscal Year 2013/14 and for the subsequent four (4) 
years, and    
 

WHEREAS, The City has completed a Sewer Rate Study in conjunction with the City’s 
rate consultant, NBS, and the rate study identifies the revenue necessary to fund the expected 
expenses of the City’s Sewer Collection System, and   
 

WHEREAS, A public hearing for increasing sewer rates was held by the City Council on 
May 21, 2013, and   
 

WHEREAS, A majority protest did not exist, and the City Council intends to adopt the 
updated sewer rates as shown in Exhibit “A”. 
 

NOW THEREFORE, the City Council of the City of Taft does ordain as follows:  
 
 
Section 3.3-6 of the Taft City Code is hereby amended to read as follows:  
 
3.3-6 FEES SET: The sewer connection and use fees set forth hereinafter are hereby established 
pursuant to Section 3.3-6 of the Taft City Code. 
 
(A) (No changes). 

 
(B) Sewer Capacity Fees: (No changes). 
 
(C) Sewer User Charges: The following sewer use fees, charges and assessments, which shall 
be a minimum of $23.23 per month for all Single Family residences, are hereby established for 
fiscal year 2013/14 (July 1, 2013 to June 30, 2014) which shall remain in effect until fiscal year 
2014/15. Each successive fiscal year shall be as shown in Exhibit “A”. 
 
Exhibit “A” shows the updated monthly, per unit sewer rates for Fiscal Years 2013/14 through 
2017/18.  The rates will adjust at the beginning of each fiscal year and will be billed on the 
County Property Tax Bill for such year.  Once in place, the rates for Fiscal Year 2017/18 will 
remain in effect for each successive fiscal year unless an ordinance is adopted amending the rates 
specified below prior to the deadline of such year for submittal of charges to the County Tax 
Collector for collection with such year’s property taxes. 
 



Ordinance No. _________ 
Page 2 of 4 
 
 

Exhibit “A”.  Monthly Sewer Rates 
 

Customer Class 
Monthly Sewer Rate Per Unit 

FY 

2013/14 

FY 

2014/15 

FY 

2015/16 

FY 

2016/17 

FY 

2017/18 

210  Single‐Family Residential   $23.23 $25.32 $27.60 $29.53  $31.00
‐‐  Single‐Family Residence, plus 3  $18.57 $20.25 $22.07 $23.61  $24.79
220  Multi‐Family (2, 3, 4 units)  $17.32 $18.88 $20.58 $22.02  $23.12
230  Apartments  $17.13 $18.67 $20.35 $21.77  $22.86
250  Hotels, Motels   $10.70 $11.66 $12.71 $13.60  $14.28
260  Mobile home parks   $21.20 $23.11 $25.19 $26.95  $28.30
280  Restaurant and/or bars  $4.61 $5.03 $5.48 $5.86  $6.16
290  Service stations & garages w/o car  $47.68 $51.97 $56.65 $60.61  $63.65
300  Service stations & garages w/ car  $47.68 $51.97 $56.65 $60.61  $63.65
310  Car wash facilities   $69.43 $75.68 $82.49 $88.26  $92.68
330  Commercial laundries &  $7.60 $8.28 $9.03 $9.66  $10.14
340  Business not classified   $17.96 $19.58 $21.34 $22.83  $23.98
350  Theaters   $9.70 $10.57 $11.53 $12.33  $12.95
360  Offices   $13.47 $14.68 $16.00 $17.12  $17.98
370  Churches   $21.45 $23.38 $25.49 $27.27  $28.64
380  Churches w/ rectory  $23.23 $25.32 $27.60 $29.53  $31.00
390  Hospitals/Rest homes/Prison $11.61 $12.66 $13.80 $14.76  $15.50
400  Schools/elementary (per student) $0.57 $0.63 $0.68 $0.73  $0.77
410  Schools/h.s. & college (per  $0.89 $0.97 $1.06 $1.13  $1.19
440  Swimming Pool   $0.54 $0.59 $0.65 $0.69  $0.73
‐‐  Campground (per space)  $10.70 $11.66 $12.71 $13.60  $14.28

 
Further Details of the rates shown in Exhibit 1 for Fiscal Year 2013/14: 
 

1. Single-Family Units: $23.23 per month or $278.76 per year, 
 

2. Multi-Family: Two, Three, and Four- Units: $18.57/unit per month or $222.84/unit per 
year, 

 
3. Apartments: $17.32/unit per month or $207.84/unit per year, 

 
4. Hotels and Motels: $10.70/unit per month or $128.40/unit per year, 

 
5. Mobile Home Parks: $21.20/space or $254.40/unit per year based on yearly average 

occupancy in the preceding year, 
 

6. Restaurants and/or Bars: $4.61/seat of seating capacity per month, with a minimum of 
twice the Single-Family Residential rate, but not to exceed four (4) times the Single-
Family Residential rate, 
 

7. Service Stations and Garages with or without car washes: $47.68 per month or $572.16 
per year, 
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8. Car Wash Facilities: $69.43 per month or $833.16 per year, 
 

9. Commercial Laundries and Launderettes: $7.60/machine per month, 
 

10. Business not Classified: where the number of workers is five (5) or less $17.96 per month 
or $215.52 per year, and where the number of workers is more than five (5) an additional 
$3.59 per month or $43.08 per year for each additional worker over five (5), 

 
11. Theaters: $9.70/100 seats per month or $116.40 per year, plus $0.97/10 seats per month 

over 100 seats or $11.64/10 seats per year over 100 seats, 
 
12. Offices: $13.47 per month per office or $161.64 per office per year, 

 
13. Churches: $21.45 per month per church or $257.40 per church per year, 
 
14. Churches with Rectory: (same as Single-Family Units), 
 
15. Hospitals/Rest Homes/Prison: $11.61 per bed per month or $139.32 per bed per year, 
 
16. Schools/elementary: $0.57 per student/faculty/staff per month or $6.84 per 

student/faculty/staff per year, based on average daily attendance, 
 
17. Schools/High Schools & College: $0.89 per student/faculty/staff per month or $10.68 per 

student/faculty/staff per year, based on average daily attendance, 
 
18. Swimming Pool: $0.54 per 10,000 gallons per month or $6.48 per 10,000 gallons per 

year, 
 
19. Campground: $10.70 per space per month or $128.40 per space per year, based on 

average monthly occupancy. 
 

 
(D) The Council of the City of Taft transfers the function of collection of sewer charge 
assessments section to the County Tax Collector Pursuant to Article 1 (Section 51500 et. seq) of 
Chapter 2, Part 2, Division I of Title 5 of the California Government Code to be billed with 
property taxes. In all other cases, the charges shall be collected from the tenant or property owner 
by the City on a bi-monthly basis, and should the tenant neglect to pay the fee, such fee shall be 
paid by the property owner or become a lien against the property.  
 
(E) For any special conditions not otherwise provided herein, the City Council may 
investigate and determine a reasonable fee for the sewer service rendered, and its determination 
shall be final and conclusive.  Special charges shall be collected from the tenant or property owner 
by the City on a periodic basis, and should the tenant neglect to pay the fee, such fee shall be paid 
by the property owner or become a lien against the property.  
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(F)  Penalties: A ten percent (10%) late charge (or $1.00 whichever is greater) will be added to 
unpaid bills after thirty (30) days from due date. Said late charge and additional penalties as 
specified in the Health and Safety Code shall be made on the unpaid balance of the bill. 
 
This ordinance shall take effect immediately upon its adoption. Within fifteen days following its 
adoption, the City Clerk of the City of Taft shall cause this Ordinance to be published once in its 
entirety in a newspaper of general circulation, printed, published and circulated in the City of 
Taft, together with the names of Councilmembers voting for and against the same.  
 

PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED on this _____ day of ___________, 2013. 
 

 
 
 

________________________________ 
Paul Linder, Mayor 

ATTEST: 
 
 
______________________________ 
Louise Hudgens, CMC 
City Clerk 
 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
 
      
Thomas E. Ebersole, City Attorney 
 
 
 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA }  
COUNTY OF KERN          } SS 
CITY OF TAFT                  } 
 
 
I, Louise Hudgens, City Clerk of the City of Taft, do hereby certify that the foregoing 
Ordinance had its first reading on  , and had its second reading 
on      and was passed by the following vote: 
 
 
AYES:  Councilmembers: 
NOES: Councilmembers: 
ABSENT: Councilmembers: 
ABSTAIN: Councilmembers: 
 
 
______________________________ 
Louise Hudgens, CMC, City Clerk 



ORDINANCE NO. __________ 
 

A ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TAFT 
AMENDING SECTION 3.2-12 OF THE TAFT CITY CODE 
ESTABLISHING REFUSE AND STREET SWEEPING RATES FOR 
CITY CUSTOMERS. 

 
 

WHEREAS: The City of Taft contracts with a private firm for municipal solid 
waste/refuse collection and disposal services, and 
 

WHEREAS: The City of Taft operates as a self-supporting Enterprise Fund, with 
customer rates and charges that provide full funding for all contracted collection and disposal 
services and the City’s internal operating, maintenance, capital replacement and improvement 
costs, and   
 

WHEREAS: Refuse and Street Sweeping rates and charges need to be adjusted to provide 
the utility with sufficient funding for all costs starting in Fiscal Year 2013/14 and for the 
subsequent four (4) years, and    
 

WHEREAS: The City has completed a Refuse Rate Study in conjunction with the City’s 
rate consultant, NBS, and the rate study identifies the revenue necessary to fund the expected 
expenses of the City’s Refuse Collection System, and   
 

WHEREAS: A public hearing for increasing refuse and street sweeping rates was held by 
the City Council on May 21, 2013, and   
 

WHEREAS: A majority protest did not exist, and the City Council intends to adopt the 
updated refuse and street sweeping rates as shown in Exhibit “A”. 
 

Therefore, the City Council of the City of Taft does ordain as follows:  
 

SECTION 1 

 
Section 3.2-12 of the Taft City Code is hereby amended to read as follows:  
 
3.2-12 RATES: The following monthly refuse and street sweeping rates and assessments are 
hereby established for Fiscal Year 2013/14 through 2017/18.  The rates will adjust at the 
beginning of each fiscal year and will be billed on the County Property Tax Bill for such year.  
Once in place, the rates for Fiscal Year 2017/18 will remain in effect for each successive fiscal 
year unless an ordinance is adopted amending the rates specified below prior to the deadline of 
such year for submittal of charges to the County Tax Collector for collection with such year’s 
property taxes. 
 
(A) Monthly Rates Established:  Exhibit “A” shows the updated monthly, per unit refuse and 

street sweeping rates for Single-Family Residential customers and the bi-monthly rates for  
Multi-Family and Commercial customers, for Fiscal Years 2013/14 through 2017/18 that 
are hereby established as follows: 
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Exhibit “A”.  Monthly Refuse and Street Sweeping Rates 

FY 2013/14 FY 2014/15 FY 2015/16 FY 2016/17 FY 2017/18

Refuse Charges ($/unit) $14.35 $15.36 $16.43 $17.58 $18.81
Street Sweeping Charges ($/unit) $3.47 $3.72 $3.98 $4.26 $4.55
Total Resid. ($/unit) $17.83 $19.08 $20.41 $21.84 $23.37

Refuse Charges for 2 pickups/week/unit $28.93 $30.95 $33.12 $35.44 $37.92
Street Sweeping Charge ($/unit) $6.95 $7.43 $7.95 $8.51 $9.11

Refuse Charge for 1 Can/week service $60.64 $64.88 $69.42 $74.28 $79.48
Street Sweeping Charge ($/Acct.) $6.95 $7.43 $7.95 $8.51 $9.11

1. Single-Family and Multi-Family rates are for 2x/week and Commercial rates are for 1x/week service. 
 Residential is billed once/year, and MFR & Commercial are all billed bi-monthly.

Customer Classes Refuse and Street Sweeping Rates1

Single-Family Residential Customers  (Monthly Charges collected on Tax Bill)

Multi-Family Customers (Bi-Monthly Charges)

Commercial Customers (Bi-Monthly Charges)

 
 
Further Details of the rates shown in Exhibit 1 for Fiscal Year 2013/14: 
 

1. Single-Family Residential Customers:  $17.83 per month, per unit.  

2. Multi-Family Customers:  $28.93 for two pickups per week per unit for refuse and $6.95 
per unit for street sweeping.  Both charges are bi-monthly. 

3. Commercial Customers:  $60.64 for one can per week service for refuse and $6.95 per 
unit for street sweeping.  Both charges are bi-monthly. 

(B) Special Charges:  Special collection services required by any user on a regular basis, or 
for a large or unique circumstance, shall be charged at “actual cost” basis as determined by the 
Director of Public Works. 
 
(C) Review:  The monthly rate schedule, and special charges, shall be reviewed at least once 
each year by the City staff and adjusted by the City Council where necessary; provided, 
however, that any owner may request such a review if they believe the fee being charged is not a 
reasonable estimate of their actual cost of service. 
 
(D) Responsibility:  The fees provided herein for refuse collection and street sweeping 
services shall be paid as follows: 
 
In the case of all single-family dwellings, duplexes, triplexes, multiple-family dwellings, and 
mobile home parks, the fee shall be collected from the property owner by the County Tax 
Collector with real property taxes.  In all other cases, the fees shall be collected from the tenant or 
property owner on a bimonthly basis; should the tenant neglect to pay the fee, such fee shall be 
paid by the property owner or become a lien against the property.  
 
Special charges shall be collected from the tenant or property owner by the City on a periodic 
basis, and should the tenant neglect to pay the fee, such fee shall be paid by the property owner or 
become a lien against the property. 
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 (E)  Penalties: A ten percent (10%) late charge (or $1.00 whichever is greater) will be added to 
unpaid bills after thirty (30) days from due date. Said late charge and additional penalties as 
specified in the Health and Safety Code shall be made on the unpaid balance of the bill. 
 
 

 
SECTION 2: 

 
The City of Taft declared: 
 

1. That the charges to the municipal solid waste/refuse and street sweeping service fees set 
forth herein above are necessary to ensure adequate funding to provide sufficient garbage and 
refuse service without interruption to the community of Taft, 
 

2. That if the City of Taft is unable to carry out municipal solid waste/refuse service in a safe 
and healthful manner, such inability will pose a threat to the health and safety of the citizens 
of Taft. 
 

3. That in order to prevent such a threat, it is necessary that this ordinance become effective on 
May ____, 2013. 
 

This ordinance shall take effect immediately upon its adoption. Within fifteen days following its 
adoption, the City Clerk of the City of Taft shall cause this Ordinance to be published once in its 
entirety in a newspaper of general circulation, printed, published and circulated in the City of 
Taft, together with the names of Councilmembers voting for and against the same.  
 

PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED on this _____ day of ___________, 2013. 
 

 
 
 

________________________________ 
Paul Linder, Mayor 

 
ATTEST: 
 
 
______________________________ 
Louise Hudgens, CMC 
City Clerk 
 
 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
 
      
Thomas E. Ebersole, City Attorney 
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA }  
COUNTY OF KERN          } SS 
CITY OF TAFT                  } 

I, Louise Hudgens, City Clerk of the City of Taft, do hereby certify that the foregoing 
Ordinance had its first reading on  , and had its second reading 
on      and was passed by the following vote: 
 
 
AYES:            Councilmembers: 
NOES: Councilmembers: 
ABSENT:       Councilmembers: 
ABSTAIN:     Councilmembers: 
 
 
______________________________ 
Louise Hudgens, CMC 
City Clerk 
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DATE:  JUNE 4, 2013 
 
TO:   MAYOR LINDER AND COUNCIL MEMBERS  
     
AGENDA MATTER:  
 
PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO DISPOSITION AND DEVELOPMENT AGREEMENT 
(DDA) BETWEEN SUNSET RAILS, LLC AND THE CITY OF TAFT 
 
SUMMARY STATEMENT: 
 
In a review of the original DDA, it was brought to Staff’s attention that a few items need to be 
amended in order for this sale and other sales to take place.  The items deal with timing of land 
transfer and cost of the property to Sunset Rails, LLC. 
 
Sunset Rails, LLC is working with a hotel developer whose financing is contingent on having 
title to the land, which will be used as collateral for his construction and permanent financing.   
 
Amendments to the original DDA need to be made in order to protect the City in the event of 
non-performance by the hotel developer. 
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
 
Authorize the Mayor to execute an amendment to the “Disposition and Development 
Agreement” between the City of Taft and Sunset Rails, LLC, amending section 315 (Transfer of 
Lands) to allow the transfer of the real property to the Developer prior to the building permit 
being issued by the City.  This change would enable the Developer to obtain financing for the 
project.   It is requested that Council’s authorization be subject to the requirement that the 
proposed amendment be substantially similar to the agreements discussed between the parties in 
the May 28, 2013 Sunset Rails letter to the City, and the proposed amendments to the 
“Compensation Method and Timing” document (Exhibit 5) both of which are attached hereto.  
 
 
SOURCE OF FUNDING:    N/A 
 
ATTACHMENT (Y/N):  Yes 
 
PREPARED BY:   Office of the City Manager  
 
REVIEWED BY:            
CITY CLERK
  
 

FINANCE DIRECTOR CITY MANAGER 

 



	 	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 May	28,	2013	
	
	
	 Mr.	Craig	Jones,	City	Manager	
	 209	E.	Kern	Street	
	 Taft,	CA		93268	
	
	 Re:		Sunset	Rails	–	Hotel	Site	(6th	and	Main	Street)	
	
	 Good	Morning	Craig;	
	

As	you	are	aware,	we	are	getting	close	to	the	closing	of	our	first	sale	in	the	Sunset	Rails	project	
area.		This	first	sale	will	be	with	the	developer	of	the	Best	Western	Hotel	project.		Since	this	is	
our	first	land	transfer	project,	I	wanted	to	go	over	the	process	that	we	will	be	using	to	transfer	
title	to	Sunset	Rails,	LLC	and	then	to	the	Hotel	Developer.		In	a	review	of	the	DDA,	I	noticed	a	
couple	of	items	that	will	need	to	be	amended	in	order	for	this	sale	and	other	sales	to	take	place.		
The	items	deal	with	timing	of	land	transfer	and	cost	of	the	property	to	Sunset	Rails,	LLC.	
	
The	first	proposed	amendment	addresses	the	timing	of	the	land	transfer	for	development.		The	
timing	is	found	throughout	the	DDA,	but	in	detail	in	Exhibit	5	“Compensation	Method	and	
Timing”.		Currently	item	number	2	in	this	exhibit	calls	for	any	land	transfer	to	occur	only	after	a	
building	permit	has	been	issued.		We	have	found	that	this	timing	will	not	work	for	development	
financing	requirements.		In	the	case	of	the	Hotel	developer,	his	financing	is	contingent	on	having	
title	to	the	land,	which	will	be	used	as	collateral	for	his	construction	and	permanent	financing.		
With	this	in	mind,	I	will	need	to	be	able	to	have	the	hotel	site	under	my	ownership,	to	then	
transfer	title	to	the	hotel	Developer	prior	to	the	issuance	of	a	building	permit.		The	original	
timing	requirement	was	intended	to	make	sure	that	people	would	not	merely	purchase	a	
property	and	then	“sit”	on	it	for	an	extended	time.		Therefore,	I	have	prepared	an	amended	
condition	number	2	in	Exhibit	5	for	your	consideration.		This	will	accommodate	the	financing	
requirements	and	ensure	that	proper	performance	requirements	are	adhered	to.		

	
The	second	proposed	change	deals	with	the	cost	and	timing	for	Sunset	Rails,	LLC	to	pay	the	city	
for	any	portions	of	land	within	the	Sunset	Rail	area.		There	is	a	very	specific	method	of	
determining	the	cost	of	land	from	the	City	to	Sunset	Rails,	LLC	set	forth	in	Exhibit	5.		It	states	that	
if	we	are	able	to	generate	$2.40/sq.	ft.	from	project	related	revenues	within	a	five	year	period,	
then	the	land	will	be	sold	to	Sunset	Rails,	LLC	at	no	cost.		Specifically,	as	it	relates	to	the	Hotel	
site,	the	site	is	74,651	square	feet	in	size.		Our	purchase	price	is	$1.20/	sq.	ft.	which	equal	
$89,473.20.		If	we	are	able	to	generate	$178,946.40	worth	of	city	revenues,	(City	fees,	business	
lisc.,	Transient	Occupancy	Tax,	Property	Tax,	connection	fees,	etc.),	which	would	equal	$2.40/	
sq.	ft.,	then	the	land	would	be	no	cost	to	the	Master	Developer.			
	
	
	
	

 

Rails 
Sunset 
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As	we	discussed,	the	Hotel	will	be	generate	in	excess	of	$90,000	annually	in	revenues	to	the	city;	
therefore,	it	is	projected	that	the	Hotel	will	exceed	the	$178,946.40	within	a	two	year	period.		
This	language	is	contained	within	Exhibit	5.		However,	when	finally	adopted,	the	exhibit	
language	in	item	number	6	(Exhibit	5)	only	referred	to	leased	land	and	forgot	to	add	land	for	
sale	in	this	description.					
	
The	first	sentence	in	item	#6	(Exhibit	5)	should	read	as	follows:	
“If	a	proposed	project	is	leased	or	sold,	then	land	compensation	to	the	City	shall	be	based	upon	
the	following	repayment	program:”			
The	difference	from	this	amendment	to	the	existing	language	is	the	addition	of	the	two	words	
“or	sold”	after	the	word	leased.		I	have	included	a	revised	Exhibit	5	for	your	consideration	with	
the	changes	highlighted	in	blue.	
	
With	this	in	mind,	I	would	request	that	the	land	be	transferred	to	Sunset	Rails,	LLC	at	no	cost,	
with	an	agreement	between	Sunset	Rail,	LLC	and	the	City	of	Taft,	that	if	the	projected	revenues	
does	not	exceed	$178,946.40	within	5	years	from	the	close	of	escrow,	then	Sunset	Rails,	LLC	will	
be	responsible	to	pay	the	City	of	Taft	$89,473.20	at	the	end	of	the	5	year	period.		Sunset	Rails,	
LLC	will	enter	into	a	“repayment	agreement	reflecting	said	responsibility”.		Secondly,	I	request	
that	the	first	sentence	in	condition	#6	(Exhibit	5)	be	amended	as	described	in	the	preceding	
paragraph.	
	
Procedurally,	item	#5	within	Exhibit	5	allows	for	this	amendment	to	be	incorporated,	for	this	
type	of	special	circumstances.		Thank	you	for	your	consideration	of	this	clarification	request.	
	

Geary Coats 
	

	 Sunset	Rails,		LLC	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



 
 
 
         EXHIBIT  5 
 
COMPENSATION METHOD AND TIMING: 

 
                     

1. The developer or their assignee will pay the City $1.20 per square foot for 
City land, at the time of title transfer from the developer to the end user, 
subject to the time limitation set forth in #4 below.  If land is to be leased, 
instead of land sales, the method of reimbursement is set forth in #6 
below. 

2. The City shall transfer fee title to the developer or their assignee, upon 
acceptance of a project performance schedule, approved by the Master 
Developer and City. 

3. If the developer retains ownership and leases land/buildings to tenants, 
the developer will not be required to compensate the City for the cost of 
land until the developer transfers title of subject property to the third 
party, subject to the time limitation set forth in #4 below. 

4. If City land has not been transferred to a third party within 10 years of 
building permit issuance on the subject property, the developer will be 
responsible for compensating the City for the subject property at the rate 
of $1.20 per square foot of the parcel as defined on the building permit. 

5. The developer shall have the right to make a special circumstances 
request, for either reduction or elimination of land cost compensation to 
the City. 

6. If a proposed project is leased or sold, then land compensation to the City 
shall be based upon the following repayment program:  

 If revenue from the project including Impact Fees, City development 
fees, and in addition to Property Tax and PILOT, Sales Tax and related 
secondary income revenues generated within a 5 year period after the 
Certificate of Occupancy is issued; exceeds the land cost calculated at 
$1.20 per square foot by 100%, then no additional land cost will be 
charged. 

 If revenue from the project including Impact Fees, City development 
fees, and in addition to Property Tax and PILOT, Sales Tax and related 
secondary income revenues generated within a 5 year period after the 
Certificate of Occupancy is issued; exceeds the land cost by not less 
than 50% but less than 100%, calculated at $1.20 per square foot, then 
the land cost will be .60 cents per square foot. 

 
 
 



 
 
 
Page: 2 
 
 

 If revenue from the project including Impact Fees, City development 
fees, and in addition to Property Tax and PILOT, Sales Tax and related 
secondary income revenues generated within a 5 year period after the 
Certificate of Occupancy is issued; exceeds the land cost by not less 
than 25%, but less than 50%, calculated at $1.20 per square foot, then 
the land cost will be .30 cents per square foot. 

 If revenue from the project (Property Tax and PILOT, Sales Tax, Impact 
Fees, City development fees and related secondary income generators) 
exceeds the land cost by less than 25%, calculated at $1.20 per square 
foot, the land cost will be $1.20 per square foot. 

 
7)  In the event that the real property is not developed, and is not sold or 

leased to a third party, the Master Developer shall be responsible for 
all amounts owed to the City referenced in Paragraph 1.  City, at its sole 
discretion, may elect, in lieu of payment of amounts due under 
Paragraph 1, to receive the real property back from Master Developer.  
In the event that  the real property reverts back to City, Master 
Developer shall be responsible for all costs associated with the transfer 
of the real property back to City.     
 

6‐4‐13 
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DATE:  JUNE 4, 2013 
 
TO:   MAYOR LINDER AND COUNCIL MEMBERS  
     
AGENDA MATTER:  
 
WAIVING OF FEES TO THE TAFT DISTRICT CHAMBER OF 
COMMERCE FOR COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH THE 2013 FARMER’S 
MARKET SEASON 
 
SUMMARY STATEMENT: 
 
The Taft District Chamber of Commerce is requesting that fees be waived in 
association with the upcoming Farmer’s Markets to be held in the Chamber 
parking lot from June 6 through August 29. 
 
The waiving of such fees is consistent with the M.O.U. between the City and the 
Chamber, dated December 18, 2012. 
 
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
 
Motion to approve waiving of fees to the Taft District Chamber of Commerce for 
Farmer’s Market fees for the 2013 season in accordance with the M.O.U. dated 
December 18, 2013. 
 
 
SOURCE OF FUNDING:   N/A 
 
ATTACHMENT (Y/N):  Yes; Letter of request & MOU 
 
PREPARED BY:   Office of the City Manager  
 
REVIEWED BY:            
CITY CLERK
  
 

FINANCE DIRECTOR CITY MANAGER 

 



May 15, 2013 

City of Taft 

209 E. Kern Street 

Taft, CA 93268 

Dear City of Taft: 

The Taft District Chamber of Commerce and Visitor's Bureau is bringing the Taft Farmers Market back to 

the city on Thursdays starting in June. The market will be held in the Taft Chamber parking lot at 400 

Kern Street from 4:00-7:OOpm. These markets will be open every Thursday from June 6 — August 29. 

We need the necessary permits from the city to host the event. Vendors will be on hand selling 

merchandise, food and drinks. 

We request the waiver of any fees associated with the permit, trash & recycling, and any other fees 

charged by the City. 

Thank you for your assistance. Please contact me if you have any questions or need any additional 

information. 

Shannon Jones 

Event Coordinator 

400 Kern Street • Taft, California 93268 
661.765-2165 • Fax: 661-765-6639 • E-mail: taftchamber@bak.rr.com  • Web: www.taftchamber.com  

Taft: The Best of Places 



AMENDEDMEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 

THIS AGREEMENT is made and entered into by the City of Taft ("CITY") and the Taft 
Chamber of Commerce ("CHAMBER.") 

RECITALS 

WHEREAS, CHAMBER has requested that CITY allow it to use CITY facilities for special 
events; and 

WHEREAS, CITY agrees to waive all fees normally associated with special event permits, 
encroachment permits, business licenses or any other fee that would otherwise be required by 
CITY for any event held on CITY property; and 

WHEREAS, CITY desires to assist CHAMBER in promoting and marketing the CITY; and 

WHEREAS, CITY finds and declares that allowing CHAMBER use of CITY property creates 
a public benefit and is not a gift of public funds; and 

WHEREAS, CITY has determined this project is exempt in accordance with 
section 15061(b)(3) of CEQA; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS MUTUALLY AGREED between CITY and CHAMBER as 
follows: 

1. City To Waive Fees 

CITY shall waive, for the CHAMBER , use and permit fees to the extent allowed by 
applicable law for events held by CHAMBER. However, CHAMBER shall notify all private vendors 
of the requirement to obtain a valid business license issued by CITY to qualify for participation in a 
CHAMBER event. If any vendor refuses or fails to obtain a valid business license issued by the 
CITY, CHAMBER shall refuse admittance of the offending vendor to the event 

2. Chamber To Provide City with Valid Certificate of Liability 

CHAMBER shall provide CITY with valid insurance, in an amount acceptable to 
CITY, but in any event no less than $1,000,000 per incident or $2,000,000 in the aggregate. 
CHAMBER shall provide CITY with a copy of the required insurance policy before it uses any CITY 
facility or property. Furthermore, CHAMBER agrees to name CITY as an additional insured on the 
policy. 

3. Chamber to Hold Harmless and Indemnify City 

CHAMBER shall indemnify CITY against any and all liability, loss, costs, damages, 
fees of attorneys, and other expenses which CITY may sustain or incur by reason of, or in 
consequence of, the execution and/or performance of this agreement and any associated 
transactions, except as to acts by CITY that constitute fraud. The scope of indemnification under 
this agreement is intended to be as broad as possible. This clause shall be interpreted as giving 
1DP/00022794. ) 	 Memorandum of Understanding: 

City Facility Use by Chamber 
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rise to a duty to defend any contested matter including payment of the City's prospective attorney's 
fees, if necessary. 

4. City to Allow Use of City Property 

In exchange for valuable consideration as listed above, CITY hereby approves 
CHAMBER'S use of CITY-owned property for CHAMBER special events without being required to 
pay the CITY'S otherwise applicable administrative fees. Nothing in this section shall be construed 
to allow Chamber to conduct private events such as weddings or award ceremonies or for events 
where the general public is not invited. 

5. Authority to Contract 

Representatives of CITY and of CHAMBER represent that both individuals have 
authority to bind the respective parties to the terms of this Agreement. 

GENERAL PROVISIONS 

1. This Agreement shall be binding upon and inure to the benefit of the Parties and their 
respective successors and assigns. This Agreement shall not be assigned by either party 
without the written consent of the other first having been obtained. 

2. The Parties do not intend the benefits of this Agreement to inure to any third party. 

3. This Agreement constitutes the entire agreement between the Parties with respect to the 
subject matter hereof and supersedes all prior negotiations, understandings, and 
agreements of any nature with respect to the subject matter of this Agreement. 

4. This Agreement shall be construed, interpreted, and enforced in accordance with the laws 
of the State of California. 

5. The parties agree to submit any and all disputes that cannot be resolved by a good-faith 
effort to meet and confer to binding arbitration pursuant to the following terms. Arbitration 
shall be conducted based on local (Kern County) and state rules of judicial arbitration. 
There shall be one arbitrator. The party seeking arbitration shall commence the case with a 
letter request that shall set forth the nature of the dispute and shall further list three names 
from the above-mentioned list of arbitrators agreeable to the requesting party. Within five 
days, the other party may select one of the other party's listed arbitrators. The decision of 
the arbitrator shall be final and binding and may be enforced as a judgment in the Kern 
County Superior Court. 

6. Invalidation or a holding of unenforceability of any provision of this Agreement shall not 
affect any other provisions hereof, and such provisions shall remain in full force and effect. 

Memorandum of Understanding: 
City Facility Use by Chamber 

Page 2 of 3 

(DP/00022794. ) 



CITY 0 

By: 	 
Paul Linder 
Title: Mayor 

A st: 

ttruts&Ht.sciejen,P ,Ife-gity -lerk 
Debra L. Elliott, Deputy City Clerk 
Approved as t 

avid A. Prentice, City Attorney 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have caused this Memorandum of 
Understanding to be executed on the 18 th  day of December, 2012. 

TAFT CHAMBER OF COMMERCE: 

Memorandum of Understanding: 
City Facility Use by Chamber 
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DATE:  JUNE 4, 2013 
 
TO:   MAYOR LINDER AND COUNCIL MEMBERS  
     
AGENDA MATTER:  
 
WAIVING OF FEES TO THE TAFT DISTRICT CHAMBER OF 
COMMERCE FOR COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH THE 2013 CAR SHOW 
 
SUMMARY STATEMENT: 
 
The Taft District Chamber of Commerce is requesting that fees be waived in 
association with the upcoming car show to be held June 8, 2013 on the Rails to 
Trails. 
 
The waiving of such fees is consistent with the M.O.U. between the City and the 
Chamber, dated December 18, 2012. 
 
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
 
Motion to approve waiving of fees to the Taft District Chamber of Commerce for 
2013 car show fees in accordance with the M.O.U. dated December 18, 2013. 
 
 
SOURCE OF FUNDING:   N/A 
 
ATTACHMENT (Y/N):  Yes; Letter of request 
 
PREPARED BY:   Office of the City Manager  
 
REVIEWED BY:            
CITY CLERK
  
 

FINANCE DIRECTOR CITY MANAGER 

 



May 15, 2013 

City of Taft 

209 E. Kern Street 

Taft, CA 93268 

Dear City of Taft: 

The Taft District Chamber of Commerce and Visitor's Bureau is hosting the 5 th  Annual Rails to Trails Car, 

Truck, and Motorcycle Show on Saturday, June 8, 2013. The event is from 7:00am to 3:00pm and we 

would need the use of the property of the Rails to Trails during that time. On Friday, June 7, we would 

need the use of 5 th  Street Plaza for an outdoor concert in conjunction with the First Friday car cruise on 

Center Street. While cruising begins at 6:00pm, the event on 5 th  Street Plaza is from 5:00pm — 11:30pm. 

We need the necessary permits from the city to host the event. Vendors will be on hand selling 

merchandise, food and drinks. 

We request the waiver of any fees associated with the permit, trash & recycling, and any other fees 

charged by the City. 

Thank you for your assistance. Please contact me if you have any questions or need any additional 

information. 

Sincerely, 

Shannon -Jones 

Event Coordinator 

400 Kern Street • Taft, California 93268 
661.765-2165 • Fax: 661-765.6639 • E-mail: taftchamber@bak.rr.com  • Web: www.taftchamber.com  

Taft: The Best of Places 



 City of Taft Agenda Report 
 
 
DATE:  JUNE 4, 2013  
 
TO:  MAYOR LINDER AND COUNCIL MEMBERS      
        
 
AGENDA MATTER: 
 

Taft Chamber of Commerce Car Show 
  
SUMMARY STATEMENT: 
 

The City has received a request from the Taft Chamber of Commerce for the street closure of 6th Street 
between Main Street and Supply Row and the use of the Rails to Trails walk path area between 6th Street 
and 10th Street for a car show that will include approximately 65-150 displayed vehicles on the grass areas 
within the boundaries to be set by our Landscaping Staff to prevent any damage to the irrigation system. 
Public parking shall be designated on the dirt areas between 6th and 10th Street. 
 

The following street has been designated for closure from 4:30 a.m. until 9:00 p.m. on June 8, 2013:  
 

 6th Street between Main Street and Supply Row 
 

 

California Vehicle Code section 21101 authorizes local agencies by resolution to close streets for special 
events.  
   
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
Motion to adopt a resolution entitled A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF TAFT AUTHORIZING THE STREET CLOSURES FOR THE 2013 CHAMBER OF 
COMMERCE CAR SHOW 
 
 
 
 
IMPACT ON BUDGET (Y/N):   NO 
 
ATTACHMENT (Y/N):  Yes;  Resolution; letters of request 
 
PREPARED BY:   Public Works Department 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
REVIEWED BY:            
CITY CLERK  
 

FINANCE DIRECTOR CITY MANAGER 

 



RESOLUTION    
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TAFT AUTHORIZING 
THE STREET CLOSURES FOR THE 2013 CHAMBER OF COMMERCE CAR SHOW 

 
Whereas, the Taft District Chamber of Commerce has requested a street closure for a car show on 

June 8, 2013.  
 
Whereas, Section 21101 (e) of the California Vehicle Code requires a resolution by Council to 

temporarily close streets for special events. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Mayor and City Council of the City of Taft, 
California, approve the following street closure from 4:30 a.m. until 9:00 p.m. on June 8, 2013. 

 
6th Street between Main Street and Supply Row. 
 

 
 
PASSED, APPROVED, AND ADOPTED this    day of    , 2013 

 
 
      
Paul Linder, Mayor 

ATTEST: 
 
      
Louise Hudgens, CMC 
 
 
 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA ) 
COUNTY OF KERN  ) SS 
CITY OF TAFT  ) 
 
 I, Louise Hudgens, City Clerk of the City of Taft, do hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution 
was duly and regularly adopted by the City Council of the City of Taft at a regular meeting thereof held 
on the    day of    , 2013, by the following vote: 
 
AYES:  COUNCIL MEMBERS: 
NOES:  COUNCIL MEMBERS: 
ABSENT: COUNCIL MEMBERS: 
ABSTAIN: COUNCIL MEMBERS: 
 
 
     
Louise Hudgens, CMC 
 



District Chamber 	of Commerce •4? 

May 29, 2013 

City of Taft 

209 E. Kern Street 

Taft, CA 93268 

Dear City of Taft: 

The Taft District Chamber of Commerce and Visitor's Bureau is hosting the 5 th  Annual 

Rails to Trails Car, Truck, and Motorcycle Show on Saturday, June 8, 2013. The event is 

from 7:00am to 3:00pm and we would need the use of the property of the Rails to Trails 

during that time. On Friday, June 7, we would need the use of 5 th  Street Plaza for an 

outdoor concert in conjunction with the First Friday car cruise on Center Street. While 

cruising begins at 6:00pm, the event on 5 th  Street Plaza is from 5:00pm — 11:30pm. 

We need the necessary permits from the city to host the event. Vendors will be on 

hand selling merchandise, food and drinks. Also, we request the waiver of any fees 

associated with the permit, trash & recycling, and any other fees charged by the City. 

In addition, the Taft Chamber needs the following road closed for the event on 

Saturday, June 8: 

• 6th  Street from Main Street to Supply Row 

Thank you for your assistance. Please contact me if you have any questions or need any 

additional information. 

Sincerely, 

Shannon Jones 

Event Coordinator 

400 Kern Street • Taft, California 93268 

Phone: 661-765-2165 • Fax: 661-765-6639 

E-mail: taftchamberpgmail.com  • Web: www.taftchamber.com  • Facehook : www.facebook.com/Taft.Chamber  
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DATE:  June 4, 2013 
 
TO:   Honorable Mayor and Council Members      
 
FROM:  Public Works Department        
 
AGENDA ITEM: 
 
Consider waiving park reservation fees for Remnant Team Evangelistic Association event. 
 
SUMMARY STATEMENT: 
 
Frank Parker with Remnant Team Evangelistic Association wrote a letter requesting reservation 
fees be waived for an event his organization has planned for October 5, 2013.  There will be live 
music, activities, and refreshments offered at no charge to the public.  No alcohol will be served. 
  
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
Waive reservation fees for Remnant Team Evangelistic Association event. 
 
IMPACT ON BUDGET (Y/N):   NO   
  
  
 
ATTACHMENT (Y/N):  YES   (letter) 
  
 
PREPARED BY:   Craig Jones   
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
REVIEWED BY:            
CITY CLERK
  
 

FINANCE DIRECTOR CITY MANAGER 

 



Remnant Team Evangelistic Association 
A Ministry of Helps 
PO Box 105 Fellows, CA 93224 

Ph.#(661)809-7164 or E-mail AmyUvone@yahoo.com  
May 18, 2013 

Dear Craig Jones, 

This note I'm writing is to ask the city to wave the fee's on the park for Sep14, because we are putting 

on a community and surrounding areas event. 

From 2000 till 2010 we have had this event at the park. We have had many requests to have the event 

again. Everything at the park is free including hot-dogs, chips, cold drinks, we also gave gifts away. We 

have several groups for music. There is no alcohol at the event. 

We have many local sponsors that provide gifts to give away. Would you partner with us to help bless 

the community? 

President 

Frank Parker 
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DATE:  June 4, 2013 
 
TO:   Honorable Mayor and Council Members      
 
FROM:  Public Works Department        
 
AGENDA ITEM: 
 
Consider waiving park reservation fees for Taft Primary Playday. 
 
SUMMARY STATEMENT: 
 
Sylvia Hazel, principal of Taft Primary, wrote a letter requesting reservation fees be waived for the 
school’s annual end of the year playday on June 5, 2013.    
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
Waive reservation fees for Taft Primary School Playday. 
 
IMPACT ON BUDGET (Y/N):   NO   
  
  
 
ATTACHMENT (Y/N):  YES   (letter) 
  
 
PREPARED BY:   Craig Jones   
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
REVIEWED BY:            
CITY CLERK
  
 

FINANCE DIRECTOR CITY MANAGER 

 



Dear Taft City Council Members, 
  
My name is Sylvia Hazel and I am the principal of Taft Primary and Jefferson Schools.  For the past 15 
years since I became principal Taft Primary School has used the Veteran’s Memorial Park for various 
activities including our annual Playday event.  During this event students play a variety of games at 
various stations on the grass then they have eaten their lunch under the covered areas before returning 
to school. The covered areas  are cleaned up before leaving.  We have reserved the park and the 
covered areas annually without paying a fee.    
  
I am writing to you to request that you waive the fees for the covered areas at Veteran’s Memorial Park 
for our annual Playday event on June 5, 2013.  I appreciate you giving this your consideration. 
  
Sincerely, 
Sylvia Hazel 
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DATE:  June 4, 2013 
 
TO:   Honorable Mayor and Council Members      
 
FROM:  Public Works Department        
 
AGENDA ITEM: 
 
Ratify emergency purchase of replacement lights for 10th Street Lighted Crosswalk 
 
SUMMARY STATEMENT: 
 
Staff identified lights that needed to be replaced at the lighted crosswalk where Rails to Trails 
crosses 10th Street.  Staff made an emergency purchase in the amount of $3192.75 and the new 
lights have been installed.  
   
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
Ratify purchase of in-pavement replacement lights. 
 
 
IMPACT ON BUDGET (Y/N):   YES   
  
  
 
ATTACHMENT (Y/N):  YES   (Invoice from Light Guard System, Inc.) 
  
 
PREPARED BY:   Craig Jones   
  
 
 
 
 
 
REVIEWED BY:            
CITY CLERK
  
 

FINANCE DIRECTOR CITY MANAGER 
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DATE:  June 4, 2013 
 
TO:   Honorable Mayor and Council Members      
 
FROM:  Public Works Department        
 
AGENDA ITEM: 
 
Ratify contract and expenditures from Sewer Spill on March12, 2013. 
 
SUMMARY STATEMENT: 
 
Due to the sewer spill in March of 2013, City staff approved a contract with Kern Consulting, Inc. 
on an emergency basis.  That contract needs to be officially executed.  Also, the City of Taft has 
received all invoices associated with the incident.  There are ample funds in the Sewer Fund 
reserves to pay for the expenses, which total $178,031.92. 
   
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
Ratify expenditures for sewer spill from Sewer Reserves and execute contract with Kern 
Consulting, Inc. 
 
 
IMPACT ON BUDGET (Y/N):   YES  ($178, 031.92 from sewer reserves) 
  
  
 
ATTACHMENT (Y/N):  YES   (contract & expense report) 
  
 
PREPARED BY:   Craig Jones   
  
 
 
 
 
REVIEWED BY:            
CITY CLERK
  
 

FINANCE DIRECTOR CITY MANAGER 
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DATE:  JUNE 4, 2013 
 
TO:   MAYOR LINDER AND COUNCIL MEMBERS  
   
AGENDA MATTER:  
 
ADDENDUM TO AN AGREEMENT WITH UTILITY COST MANAGEMENT LLC 
 
SUMMARY STATEMENT: 
 
On January 6, 2009 the city entered into an agreement with Utility Cost Management LLC (UCM) 
to perform a gas and electricity franchise fee audit. Gas and electricity franchise fees are an 
important revenue source for California’s cities; however franchise fees rarely are scrutinized. In 
performing this audit it has become necessary to add an addendum to the agreement to allow UCM 
to represent the city at a California Public Utilities Commission for the purpose of obtaining any 
Back charge and Future Increases that were identified in the findings report. 
 
The addendum was review by the City Attorney. 
 
 
 
 
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
 
Motion to authorize the City Manager to sign the Addendum to the Agreement between the City of Taft and 
Utility Cost Management, LLC.  
 
IMPACT ON BUDGET (Y/N):   Yes, possible increase in franchise fee  revenue. 
 
ATTACHMENT (Y/N): Yes, Addendum to the Agreement to Perform Franchise Fee 

Audit,  
(Exhibit 1) Original Agreement to Perform Franchise Fee 
Audit, and  
(Exhibit 2) Email regarding the findings and the approximate 
increase in revenue for the City dated February 4, 2011. 

 
PREPARED BY:   Teresa Binkley, Finance Director 
 
 
REVIEWED BY:            
CITY CLERK  
 

FINANCE DIRECTOR 
Teresa Binkley 

CITY MANAGER 

 
S:vol1/finance/wp61/Teresa/staff report/staff report Utility Cost Management LLC contract Addendum.doc 
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DATE:  June 4, 2013 
 
TO:   MAYOR LINDER AND COUNCIL MEMBERS  
     
AGENDA MATTER:  
 
City Services Assistant Position 
 
SUMMARY STATEMENT: 
 
The City Hall facilities use to be cleaned by inmate labor. Since the closure of the CCF, temporary staff 
was hired to fill in the unmet needs.  However, the use of inmate labor at City Hall for cleaning was not 
without problems due to inmates access to offices.   
 
Staff has reviewed the operational needs and requests the Council approve changing the Temporary 
position of City Services Assistant to a Part Time position. Temporary positions may not exceed nine 
(9) months or employment or 960 hours.  Staff believes it is in the best interest of the City to have a 
position assigned to City Hall that is able to perform a variety of duties related to cleaning and also 
perform clerical support and provide front counter coverage when necessary.    
 
Staff is not recommending any change to the compensation rate of $12.00 per hour for this position. The 
only recommended change is from temporary status to part time status.  
 
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
 

1. Motion to approve changing the Temporary City Services Assistant to City Services Assistant-Part Time.  
 

2. Motion to approve A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF  TAFT 
AMENDING THE POSITION CLASSIFICATION PLAN AND ESTABLISHING 
CORRESPONDING COMPENSATION RATES  

 
IMPACT ON BUDGET (Y/N):   YES –Transfers employee from Extra-help to Part-time status. 

Additional cost of benefits approximately $4,500 annually.  
 
ATTACHMENT (Y/N):  YES; Resolution;  
 
PREPARED BY:   Lonn Boyer, Director of Human Resources 
 
REVIEWED BY:            
CITY CLERK  
 

FINANCE DIRECTOR CITY MANAGER 

 



RESOLUTION NO. 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TAFT 
AMENDING THE POSITION CLASSIFICATION PLAN 

AND ESTABLISHING CORRESPONDING COMPENSATION RATES 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 1-10-5, Taft Municipal Code, the City Council may adopt rules 
and regulations for the administration of the personnel system, including establishing position 
classifications and range changes; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council wishes to amend the Position Classification Plan and establish 
corresponding compensation rules pursuant thereto. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Taft that: 

Section 1. The Position Classification Plan is hereby amended to add following positions 
effective June 4, 2013.  

Position Title                         Salary Range 

City Services Assistant – Part Time    $12.00 hr. 

 

PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED this ____ day of ________________, 2013. 

ATTEST: Paul Linder, Mayor 

Louise Hudgens, CMC 
City Clerk 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA } 
COUNTY OF KERN }SS 
CITY OF TAFT } 

 I, Louise Hudgens, City Clerk of the City of Taft, do hereby certify that the foregoing 
Resolution was duly and regularly adopted by the City Council of the City of Taft at a regular meeting 
thereof held on the _______day of _________________, 2013, by the following vote: 

AYES: COUNCILMEMBER: 
NOES: COUNCILMEMBER: 
ABSENT: COUNCILMEMBER: 
ABSTAIN: COUNCILMEMBER: 
 
 

LOUISE HUDGENS, CMC 
CITY CLERK 
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DATE:  JUNE 4, 2013 
 
TO:   MAYOR LINDER AND COUNCIL MEMBERS  
   
AGENDA MATTER:  
 
AGREEMENT WITH MGT AMERICA, INC. TO PREPARE AND SUBMIT COST CLAIMS TO 
THE STATE CONTROLLER’S OFFICE 
 
SUMMARY STATEMENT: 
 
On June 1, 2010 the City of Taft entered into an agreement with NIMBUS to prepare and submit 
cost claim forms to the State of California to recover the costs associated with carrying out 
programs mandated by the state for fiscal years 2010-2011 and 2011-2012 at the rate of $1,800 for 
the first year and $1,900 for the second year. The City has not received a proposal from Nimbus to 
continue providing this service. 
 
The City did receive a proposal from MGT of America, Inc. to provide the same service at a rate of 
$1,900 for the first fiscal year with an option to renew for two additional fiscal years that the City’s 
option at the rate of $1,900 for each additional fiscal year.  
 
Fiscal year 2011-2012 claims were in the amount of $39,604 ($27,349 Local Government 
Employee Relations Claim and $12,255 Open Meetings Act/Brown Act Reform Claim).  
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
 
Motion to authorize the City Manager to execute the Multi-Year Agreement with MGT America, Inc. to 
prepare and submit cost claims to State Controller’s Office for the three fiscal years ending June 30, 2013, 
June 30, 2014 and June 30, 2015. 
 
IMPACT ON BUDGET (Y/N):   No, will be included in the budget (continuing of service) 
 
ATTACHMENT (Y/N): Yes, Proposal to provide State Mandated Cost Claiming 

Services 
 
PREPARED BY:   Teresa Binkley, Finance Director 
 
 
REVIEWED BY:            
CITY CLERK  
 

FINANCE DIRECTOR 
Teresa Binkley 

CITY MANAGER 

 
S:vol1/finance/wp61/Teresa/staff report/staff report agreement with MGT of America, Inc. to provide State Mandated Cost Claiming 
Services 3 year term.doc 
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DATE:  JUNE 4, 2013 
 
TO:   MAYOR LINDER AND COUNCIL MEMBERS  
   
AGENDA MATTER:  
 
TO CREATE A NEW ASSESSMENT DISTRICT FOR NUISANCE ABATEMENT TO BE 
COLLECTED BY THE KERN COUNTY TAX COLLECTOR 
 
SUMMARY STATEMENT: 
 
Previously the City would abate nuisances on private properties and all cost associated with the 
abatement would be place as a lien on the property if the cost was not recovered through invoicing. 
Then the City would have to wait for the property to be sold to recover any monies owed to the 
City.  
 
Now it has been discovered that the City could place such liens on the property tax roll, through a 
new assessment district, and the amount of the assessment will be collected at the same time and in 
the same manner as ordinary City taxes are collected. The assessment shall be subject to the same 
penalties and interest and to the same procedure for foreclosure and sale in the case of delinquency 
as provided for ordinary City Taxes.  
 
This allows the City to recover the cost for the nuisance abatements at a much quicker rate. 
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
 
Motion to adopt resolution entitled A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF TAFT, INTENTION TO FORM AN ASSESSMENT DISTRICT FOR NUISANCE 
ABATEMENT TO BE COLLECTED BY THE KERN COUNTY TAX COLLECTOR. 
 
IMPACT ON BUDGET (Y/N):   No 
 
 
ATTACHMENT (Y/N):  Yes, Resolution 
 
 
PREPARED BY:   Teresa Binkley, Finance Director 
 
 
REVIEWED BY:            
CITY CLERK  
 

FINANCE DIRECTOR 
Teresa Binkley 

CITY MANAGER 
 

 
 
S:vol1/finance/wp61/teresa/staff reports/staff report intention to create an assessment district for code enforcement liens 06-04-2013.doc 



RESOLUTION NO. ________ 
 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TAFT, INTENTION TO 
FORM AN ASSESSMENT DISTRICT FOR NUISANCE ABATEMENT TO BE 

COLLECTED BY THE KERN COUNTY TAX COLLECTOR 
 
 
 
 

WHEREAS, the City desires to create a new assessment district; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City through code enforcement will abate weeds, debris and other waste matter 

and occur costs to perform the abatement; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City wishes by resolution place an assessment and/or lien against the properties 

for the nuisance abatement costs incurred by the City of Taft; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City request that the Kern County Auditor attach such liens on the next regular 

tax bill levied against the parcel and the amount of the assessment to be collected at the same time and 
in the same manner as ordinary City taxes are collected and that said assessment shall be subject to the 
same penalties and interest and to the same procedure for foreclosure and sale in the case of 
delinquency as are provided for ordinary City Taxes. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Clerk shall transmit certified copy of all 

resolutions to the County Auditor for the County of Kern and request that the County Auditor place 
such liens on all assessed properties. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the County Auditor for the County of Kern shall place such 

liens on all assessed properties and collect such liens in the same manner as ordinary City taxes. 
 
 
 
PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED on this _____ day of ___________, 2013. 

 
 

________________________________ 
Paul Linder, Mayor 

ATTEST: 
 
 
______________________________ 
Louise Hudgens, CMC 
City Clerk 
 
 
 



Resolution ________ 
Page 2 of 2 

S:vol1/finance/wp61/teresa/resolution/AMERICAWEST.credit cards.2012.doc 

 
 
 
 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA }  
COUNTY OF KERN          } SS 
CITY OF TAFT                  } 
 
     I, Louise Hudgens, City Clerk of the City of Taft, do hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution 
was duly and regularly adopted by the City Council of the City of Taft at a regular meeting thereof 
held on the_____day of ____________ 2013, by the following vote: 
 
 
AYES:            Councilmembers: 
NOES:            Councilmembers: 
ABSENT:       Councilmembers: 
ABSTAIN:     Councilmembers: 
 
 
______________________________ 
Louise Hudgens, CMC 
City Clerk 
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DATE:  JUNE 4, 2013 
 
TO:   MAYOR LINDER AND COUNCIL MEMBERS  
   
AGENDA MATTER:  
 
2013-2014 APPROPRIATIONS LIMIT 
 
SUMMARY STATEMENT: 
 
The City Council must annually establish a spending limit for the coming fiscal year as a requirement of 
Proposition 4, which was adopted in 1979 and modified June 5, 1990, when voters approved Proposition 
111. 
 

Beginning with the 1990-91 appropriations limit, the annual adjustment factors changed. Instead of using the 
lesser of California Per Capita Income or U.S.C.P.I. to measure inflation, each city may choose: 
 

1. The growth in the California Per Capita Income, or the growth in the non-residential assessed 
valuation due to new construction within the city. 

 

2. Instead of using only the population growth of the city, each city may choose to use the population 
growth within its county. 

 

These are both annual elections. 
 

The decision as to which of the options to select must be done by a recorded vote of the City Council. The 
data necessary to calculate the increase in the non-residential assessed valuation for FY 2013-2014 is not 
available from the County Assessor's Office until late July or August 2013; however, the valuation for FY 
2012-2013 is available.   
 

It is recommended that the City adopt its 2013-2014 appropriations limit using the alternative factor of non-
residential assessed valuation for the inflationary adjustment.  The computation shows that the City's 
inflationary adjustment factor is 0.9773975% and the appropriation limit for 2013-2014 fiscal year is 
$6,534,787 (see attached worksheet). 
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
 
Motion to adopt resolution entitled A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TAFT 
ESTABLISHING APPROPRIATIONS LIMIT FOR 2013-2014 
 
IMPACT ON BUDGET (Y/N):   Yes, setting 2013-2014 operating expenditure level. 
 
ATTACHMENT (Y/N):  Yes, Appropriation Limit Worksheet 
 
PREPARED BY:   Teresa Binkley, Finance Director 
REVIEWED BY:            
CITY CLERK  
 

FINANCE DIRECTOR 
Teresa Binkley 

CITY MANAGER 

 



                     RESOLUTION NO. ____________ 
 
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TAFT ESTABLISHING 
APPROPRIATIONS LIMIT FOR 2013-2014 
 

WHEREAS, cities are required to establish appropriations limits pursuant to Proposition 111 each 
fiscal year; and 
 

WHEREAS, appropriations limits are developed based upon base year 1986-87 appropriations; and 
 

WHEREAS, the 1986-87 appropriations for the City of Taft have been set at $2,308,812; and 
 

WHEREAS, the City chooses the percentage change in California non-residential assessed valuation 
as a basis for computing the appropriation limit; and 
 

WHEREAS, the City chooses as an adjustment factor the growth in the County population; and 
 

WHEREAS, based upon state formulas, the 2013-2014 appropriation limit is 0.9773975% below the 
2012-2013 limit. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Taft that the City 
Council hereby establishes the appropriation limit for the 2013-2014 fiscal year at $6,534,787. 
 

PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED on this _____ day of ___________, 2013. 
 

 
 
 
________________________________ 
Paul Linder, Mayor 
 
 
 

ATTEST: 
 
 
_________________________ 
Louise Hudgens, CMC 
City Clerk 
 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA }  
COUNTY OF KERN          } SS 
CITY OF TAFT                  } 
 
     I, Louise Hudgens, City Clerk of the City of Taft, do hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution was duly 
and regularly adopted by the City Council of the City of Taft at a regular meeting thereof held on 
the_____day of ____________ 2013, by the following vote: 
 
AYES:  Councilmembers:     
NOES:  Councilmembers: 
ABSENT: Councilmembers: 
ABSTAIN: Councilmembers:   
 
______________________________ 
Louise Hudgens, CMC  
City Clerk 
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DATE:  JUNE 4, 2013  
 
TO:   MAYOR LINDER AND COUNCIL MEMBERS  
   
AGENDA MATTER:  
 
DONATION TO THE TAFT CHAMBER OF COMMERCE TO HELP COVER COST OF 
4TH OF JULY CELEBRATION 
 
SUMMARY STATEMENT 
 
For several years, the Taft District Chamber of Commerce provided a 4th of July celebration for the 
enjoyment of the citizens of the City of Taft and surrounding areas.  Due to a lack of funding, the 
Chamber was unable to provide a Fireworks show in 2011 and 2012. 
 
This year, several businesses and individuals have stepped forward to donate funds for a July 4, 
2013, Fireworks Show to be held on the Rails to Trails.  However, donations are still needed to 
secure a spectacular show.  
 
Mayor Linder, with concurrence from Council Member Miller, has asked that this item be 
agendized and to ask Council for a $2,000 donation to the Chamber to be used toward the 2013 
Fireworks display.  As it would be used for all Taft citizens enjoyment, it would be determined that 
it was not a gift of public funds. 
 
  
 RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
 
Discuss and direct staff 
 
IMPACT ON BUDGET (Y/N):   $2,000 from General Fund reserves 
 
  
PREPARED BY:   City Clerk 
 
 
REVIEWED BY:            
CITY CLERK  
 

FINANCE DIRECTOR CITY MANAGER 
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DATE:  JUNE 4, 2013  
 
TO:   MAYOR LINDER AND COUNCIL MEMBERS  
   
AGENDA MATTER:  
 
APPROVE TRAVEL EXPENSE FOR LEAGUE OF CALIFORNIA CITIES ANNUAL 
CONFERENCE AND DESIGNATION OF VOTING DELEGATE AND ALTERNATE  
 
SUMMARY STATEMENT:   
 
In August 2001, the City Council adopted a policy establishing procedures and guidelines 
for travel and certain other expenses of Council Members.  Pursuant to that policy, prior to 
commitment for travel, the proposed expenses need to be reviewed and authorized by the 
full Council.  Registration and Housing deadline is September 3, although room availability 
becomes scarce as the deadline draws nearer.  Early Bird registration ($50 savings) if 
registered before June 28. 
 
The League of California Cities Annual Conference is scheduled for September 18-20, at the 
Sacramento Convention Center.  In order to comply with the policy, it will be necessary for 
the Council to authorize expenses for conference registration, lodging, meals, transportation, 
and other incidental expenses for the Council Members who wish to attend the Conference.  
All Council Members are eligible to attend.  Expenses are estimated to be approximately 
$1,400 per attendee. 
 
The Annual Business Meeting will be held on Friday, September 20, at a 12:00 p.m. luncheon.  To 
ensure that the City of Taft is represented and has a voice at the meeting, it would be appropriate to 
select a voting delegate to attend the business meeting.  It would also be appropriate to select an 
alternate voting delegate in the event the delegate is unable to attend the meeting. 
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
 

1) Motion to authorize expenses for registration, lodging, meals, transportation, and 
other incidental expenses for the Council Members who wish to attend the 2013 
League of California Cities Annual Conference in Sacramento.  

2) Select a Voting Delegate and an Alternate Voting Delegate for the League of California 
Cities Annual Business Meeting to be held at the Annual Conference on September 20. 

 
IMPACT ON BUDGET (Y/N):  Yes.  (2013/2014 Annual Budget has not been approved yet) 
 
ATTACHMENT (Y/N): Conference details and Voting Delegate Form 
 
PREPARED BY:  City Clerk 
 
REVIEWED BY:            
CITY CLERK  
 

FINANCE DIRECTOR CITY MANAGER 

 



'ANY, 
CITIES 

1400 K Street, Suite 400 • Sacramento, California 95814 
Phone: 916.658.8200 Fax: 916.658.8240 

www.cacities.org  

Council Action Advised by August 2, 2013 

PLEASE NOTE:  You are receiving this letter and form earlier than usual because hotel space 
near the Sacramento Convention Center for the Annual Conference will be especially tight this 
year. As a result, we want to encourage you to make your hotel reservations early. 

April 26. 2013 

TO: Mayors, City Managers and City Clerks 

RE: DESIGNATION OF VOTING DELEGATES AND ALTERNATES 
League of California Cities Annual Conference — September 18 - 20, Sacramento 

The League's 2013 Annual Conference is scheduled for September 18 - 20 in Sacramento. An 
important part of the Annual Conference is the Annual Business Meeting (at the General 
Assembly), scheduled for noon on Friday, September 20, at the Sacramento Convention Center. At 
this meeting, the League membership considers and takes action on resolutions that establish 
League policy. 

In order to vote at the Annual Business Meeting, your city council must designate a voting 
delegate. Your city may also appoint up to two alternate voting delegates, one of whom may vote 
in the event that the designated voting delegate is unable to serve in that capacity. 

Please complete the attached Voting Delegate form and return it to the League's office 
no later than Friday, August 23, 2013. This will allow us time to establish voting 
delegate/alternates' records prior to the conference. 

Please note the following procedures that are intended to ensure the integrity of the voting 
process at the Annual Business Meeting. 

• Action by Council Required. Consistent with League bylaws, a city's voting delegate 
and up to two alternates must be designated by the city council. When completing the 
attached Voting Delegate form, please attach either a copy of the council resolution that  
reflects the council action taken, or have your city clerk or mayor sign the form affirming 
that the names provided are those selected by the city council. Please note that 
designating the voting delegate and alternates must be done by city council action and 
cannot be accomplished by individual action of the mayor or city manager alone. 

• Conference Registration Required. The voting delegate and alternates must be 
registered to attend the conference. They need not register for the entire conference; they 
may register for Friday only. To register for the conference, please go to our website: 
www.cacities.org. In order to cast a vote, at least one person must be present at the 

-over- 



• Business Meeting and in possession of the voting delegate card. Voting delegates and 
alternates need to pick up their conference badges before signing in and picking up 
the voting delegate card at the Voting Delegate Desk. This will enable them to receive 
the special sticker on their name badges that will admit them into the voting area during 
the Business Meeting. 

• Transferring Voting Card to Non-Designated Individuals Not Allowed. The voting 
delegate card may be transferred freely between the voting delegate and alternates, but 
only between the voting delegate and alternates. If the voting delegate and alternates find 
themselves unable to attend the Business Meeting, they may not transfer the voting card 
to another city official. 

• Seating Protocol during General Assembly. At the Business Meeting, individuals with 
the voting card will sit in a separate area. Admission to this area will be limited to those 
individuals with a special sticker on their name badge identifying them as a voting delegate 
or alternate. If the voting delegate and alternates wish to sit together, they must sign in at 
the Voting Delegate Desk and obtain the special sticker on their badges. 

The Voting Delegate Desk, located in the conference registration area of the Sacramento 
Convention Center, will be open at the following times: Wednesday, September 18, 9:00 a.m. —
6:30 p.m.; Thursday, September 19, 7:00 a.m. — 4:00 p.m.; and September 20, 7:30-10:00 a.m. 
The Voting Delegate Desk will also be open at the Business Meeting on Friday, but not during a 
roll call vote, should one be undertaken. 

The voting procedures that will be used at the conference are attached to this memo. Please 
share these procedures and this memo with your council and especially with the individuals that 
your council designates as your city's voting delegate and alternates. 

Once again, thank you for completing the voting delegate and alternate form and returning it to 
the League office by Friday, August 23. If you have questions, please call Mary McCullough at 
(916) 658-8247. 

Attachments: 
• 2013 Annual Conference Voting Procedures 
• Voting Delegate/Alternate Form 



• 

LEAIGUE 
CITIES 

1400 K Street, Suite 400 • Sacramento, California 95814 
Phone: 916.658.8200 Fax: 916.658.8240 

www.cacities.org  

Annual Conference Voting Procedures 
2013 Annual Conference 

1. One City One Vote. Each member city has a right to cast one vote on matters pertaining to 
League policy. 

2. Designating a City Voting Representative. Prior to the Annual Conference, each city 
council may designate a voting delegate and up to two alternates; these individuals are 
identified on the Voting Delegate Form provided to the League Credentials Committee. 

3. Registering with the Credentials Committee. The voting delegate, or alternates, may 
pick up the city's voting card at the Voting Delegate Desk in the conference registration 
area. Voting delegates and alternates must sign in at the Voting Delegate Desk. Here they 
will receive a special sticker on their name badge and thus be admitted to the voting area at 
the Business Meeting. 

4. Signing Initiated Resolution Petitions. Only those individuals who are voting delegates 
(or alternates), and who have picked up their city's voting card by providing a signature to 
the Credentials Committee at the Voting Delegate Desk, may sign petitions to initiate a 
resolution. 

5. Voting. To cast the city's vote, a city official must have in his or her possession the city's 
voting card and be registered with the Credentials Committee. The voting card may be 
transferred freely between the voting delegate and alternates, but may not be transferred to 
another city official who is neither a voting delegate or alternate. 

6. Voting Area at Business Meeting. At the Business Meeting, individuals with a voting card 
will sit in a designated area. Admission will be limited to those individuals with a special 
sticker on their name badge identifying them as a voting delegate or alternate. 

7. Resolving Disputes. In case of dispute, the Credentials Committee will determine the 
validity of signatures on petitioned resolutions and the right of a city official to vote at the 
Business Meeting. 
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2013 ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
VOTING DELEGATE/ALTERNATE FORM 

Please complete this form and return it to the League office by Friday, August 23, 2013.  
Forms not sent by this deadline may be submitted to the Voting Delegate Desk located in 
the Annual Conference Registration Area. Your city council may designate one voting 
delegate and up to two alternates. 

In order to vote at the Annual Business Meeting (General Assembly), voting delegates and alternates must 
be designated by your city council. Please attach the council resolution as proof of designation. As an 
alternative, the Mayor or City Clerk may sign this form, affirming that the designation reflects the action 
taken by the council. 

Please note: Voting delegates and alternates will be seated in a separate area at the Annual Business 
Meeting. Admission to this designated area will be limited to individuals (voting delegates and 
alternates) who are identified with a special sticker on their conference badge. This sticker can be 
obtained only at the Voting Delegate Desk. 

1. VOTING DELEGATE 

Name: 	  

Title: 

2. VOTING DELEGATE - ALTERNATE 	3. VOTING DELEGATE - ALTERNATE 

Name: 	Name: 	  

Title: 	Title: 	  

PLEASE ATTACH COUNCIL RESOLUTION DESIGNATING VOTING DELEGATE 
AND ALTERNATES. 

OR 

ATTEST: I affirm that the information provided reflects action by the city council to 
designate the voting delegate and alternate(s). 

Name: 	  E-mail 	  

Mayor or City Clerk 	  Phone: 	  
(circle one) 	 (signature) 

Date: 

Please complete and return by Friday, August 23, 2013 

League of California Cities 
	

FAX: (916) 658-8240 
ATTN: Mary McCullough 

	
E-mail: mmccullough@cacities.org  

1400 K Street 
	

(916) 658-8247 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
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