
TAFT CITY COUNCIL/SUCCESSOR AGENCY 
JOINT REGULAR MEETING AGENDA 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 17, 2013 
CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

209 E. KERN ST., TAFT, CA 93268 
 

AS A COURTESY TO ALL - PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES 
 

Any writings or documents provided to a majority of the City Council regarding any 
item on this agenda are made available for public inspection in the lobby at Taft City 
Hall, 209 E. Kern Street, Taft, CA during normal business hours (SB 343). 
 

REGULAR MEETING  6:00 P.M. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance 
Invocation 
Roll Call: Mayor Linder 

Mayor Pro Tem Krier 
Councilmember Miller 
Councilmember Noerr 
Councilmember Waldrop 

 
1. PRESENTATION – DOWNTOWN ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT BY 

HADLEY PITTMAN 
 

2. CITIZEN REQUESTS/PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 

THIS IS THE TIME AND PLACE FOR THE GENERAL PUBLIC TO ADDRESS THE CITY 
COUNCIL ON MATTERS WITHIN ITS JURISDICTION.  STATE LAW PROHIBITS THE 
COUNCIL FROM ADDRESSING ANY ISSUE NOT PREVIOUSLY INCLUDED ON THE 
AGENDA.  COUNCIL MAY RECEIVE COMMENT AND SET THE MATTER FOR A 
SUBSEQUENT MEETING.  PLEASE LIMIT COMMENTS TO FIVE MINUTES. 
 

3. TREASURER REPORT 
 

4. COUNCIL STATEMENTS (NON ACTION) 
 

5. PLANNING COMMISSION REPORT 
 

6. DEPARTMENT REPORTS 
 

7. CITY MANAGER STATEMENTS 
 

8. CITY ATTORNEY STATEMENTS 
 
9. FUTURE AGENDA REQUESTS 
 

********************************************************************** 
CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS  10 - 12 

 
 All items listed on the Consent Calendar shall be considered routine and will be enacted by one 

roll call vote. There will be no separate discussion of these items unless a member of the City 
Council requests specific items to be removed from the Consent Calendar for separate action.  
Any item removed from the Consent Calendar will be considered after the regular business items.  

  
 Are there any items on the consent calendar that any member of the public would like to 

comment on? 
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10. MINUTES 

 
December 3, 2013 Regular Meeting  
December 5, 2013 Special Meeting 

 Recommendation – Approve as submitted. 
 
11. PAYMENT OF BILLS 

 
Warrant No.  12-06-13  Check No. 76457-76515  $ 501,936.35 
Warrant No.  12-06-13  Check No. 76516-76518  $   10,056.08 
Recommendation – Approve payment of the bills. 
 

12. AUTHORIZE MAYOR TO SIGN A LAND LEASE AGREEMENT WITH WESTSIDE 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT CO. LLC 
 

 Recommendation – Motion to authorize the Mayor to sign a land lease agreement with Westside 
Economic Development LLC 
****************************************************************************** 
 

13. DETERMINE METHOD TO FILL CITY CLERK POSITION  
 

Recommendation – Council to discuss and give direction on method of filling the vacancy 
created by the retirement of City Clerk Louise Hudgens. 
 
CLOSED SESSION 
 
A. CONFERENCE WITH LABOR NEGOTIATOR, CRAIG JONES, CITY MANAGER, 

Government Code 54957.6 – All units. 
 

B. CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL – EXISTING LITIGATION Government Code 
Section 54956.9 – for consultation with its attorney(s) regarding existing litigation.   
City of Taft vs. CDCR 

  
ADJOURNMENT 

 
AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT 

(Government Code Section 54943.2) 
The City of Taft City Council Chamber is accessible to persons with disabilities. Disabled individuals who need special assistance 
(including transportation) to attend or participate in a meeting of the Taft City Council may request assistance at the Office of the City 
Clerk, City of Taft, 209 E. Kern Street, Taft, California or by calling (661) 763-1222. Every effort will be made to reasonably 
accommodate individuals with disabilities by making meeting material available in alternative formats. Requests for assistance should 
be made five (5) working days in advance of a meeting whenever possible. 

 
AFFIDAVIT OF POSTING 

 
I, Louise Hudgens, declare as follows: 
 
That I am the City Clerk of the City of Taft; that an agenda was posted on a public information bulletin board located near the door of 
the Civic Center Council Chamber on December 12, 2013, pursuant to 1987 Brown Act Requirements. 
 
I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct. 
Executed December 12, 2013, at Taft, California. 
 
              
      Date/Time   Signature 



TAFT CITY COUNCIL/SUCCESSOR AGENCY 
MINUTES 

DECEMBER 3, 2013 
 

 
REGULAR MEETING  
 
The December 3, 2013, regular joint meeting of the Taft City Council/Taft Successor Agency, held in the 
Council Chamber at Taft City Hall, 209 East Kern Street, Taft, CA 93268, was opened by Mayor Linder 
at 6:01:48 PM.  The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Council Member Miller, followed by invocation 
given by Bob Jordan, Bakersfield Homeless Mission.   .   
 
PRESENT: Mayor Paul Linder; Mayor Pro Tem Orchel Krier. 
 Council Members Randy Miller, Dave Noerr and Orchel Krier. 
 City Manager Craig Jones; City Attorney Tom Ebersole; 
 City Clerk Louise Hudgens. 
 
1. CITIZEN REQUESTS/PUBLIC COMMENTS 

 
Shannon Jones, Event Coordinator for Taft Chamber of Commerce, reported to Council:  No Sit 
N Sip on Wednesday, December 4; 1st Friday Cruz night is December 6; Saturday is Breakfast 
with Santa at the REC; Fort Dinner on the following Thursday; Free Photos with Santa on 
Monday, December 9, at West Side Furniture; please shop local; thanked everyone that 
participated in Christmas Parade; City Employee Appreciation Dinner on Friday, December 13; 
and Saturday the 14th is the Soroptimist home tour and luncheon.   
 

2. COUNCIL STATEMENTS (NON ACTION) 
 
Council Member Krier remarked that he noticed that the State legislators had given themselves 
a 5% pay raise and commented that the Christmas Parade was excellent. 
 
Council Member Miller reminded everyone to drive safe especially after dark and on Kern 
Street specifically. 
 
Mayor Linder remarked that he had read that California was the worse run state in the Union. 
 
Each of the Council Members remarked that they had enjoyed riding in the Christmas Parade 
and thanked Council Member Waldrop and the Lions Club for their participation in getting the 
parade participants lined up.  
 
 

3. CITY MANAGER STATEMENTS 
 
City Manager Jones stated that he had enjoyed the parade and that he thought it was well 
attended.  He praised the Public Works crews who had worked hard setting up the parade route 
and their clean-up afterwards.   
 

4. DEPARTMENT REPORTS 
 
Teresa Binkley, Finance Director, shared information that Auditors chosen to conduct the 
Transient Occupancy Tax Audit had mailed letters to the hotel and motel owners in Taft and 
they would start their audits on January 8, 2014. 
 

5. CITY ATTORNEY STATEMENTS – None. 
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6. FUTURE AGENDA REQUESTS – None. 
 

********************************************************************** 
CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS  7 - 18 

 
 Moved by Waldrop, seconded by Krier, to approve consent calendar items 7-18.  
 
 AYES: Krier, Miller, Noerr, Waldrop, Linder 
 
7. MINUTES 

 
November 19, 2013 Regular 

 Recommendation – Approve as submitted. 
 
8. PAYMENT OF BILLS 

 
Warrant No.  11-18-13  Check No. 76370-76371  $       525.66 
Warrant No.  11-22-13  Check No. 76372-76456  $267,218.27 
Recommendation – Approve payment of the bills. 
 
 Item 9 removed from consent calendar 
 

10. GREATER TAFT ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY (GTEDA) REQUEST 
FOR FUNDING FOR COMPLETED ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT STUDY  
 
Recommendation – (1)  Motion to receive and file “Economic Development Strategy, August 
2013” report; and (2)  Motion to authorize payment to Greater Taft Economic Development 
Authority in the amount of $10,000 for the City’s share of cost for the economic development 
study performed by Fresno State University. 
 

11. CITY ADMINISTRATION PURCHASE POLICY 
 
 Recommendation – Motion to approve the revised City Administration Purchase Policy 212 
 
12. PURCHASE OF NEW SERVER TO HOST LASER FICHE 
 
 Recommendation – Motion to approve the purchase and to appropriate funds from capital 
 reserves in the amount of $2,065.00 
 
13. TAFT COMMUNITY CORRECTIONAL FACILITY CLOSE-OUT AUDIT REPORT 
 
 Recommendation – Motion to receive and file the Final Report – Taft Community Correctional 
 Facility Close-Out Report. 
 
14. CLOSURE OF THE SUCCESSOR REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY CHECKING 

ACCOUNT 
 

Recommendation – Motion to approve the closure of the Successor Redevelopment Agency 
 checking account. 
15. AGREEMENT WITH GOVTELLER FOR CREDIT CARD SOFTWARE 
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 Recommendation – Motion to authorize the City Manager to execute the agreement with 
 GovTeller for merchant credit card services. 
 

 Item 16 removed from consent calendar 
 
17. AWARDING OF CONTRACT FOR CHLORINATION/DECHLORINATION PROJECT 

AT FEDERAL WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT 
 
 Recommendation – Motion to authorize the Mayor to sign a construction contract with Brough 
 Construction and issue a Notice to Proceed. 
 
18. UNEMPLOYMENT COMPENSATION (EDD) PAYOUTS 
 
 Recommendation – Motion to authorize the loan of $6,300 from General Fund Reserves to the  
 CCF for the payment of the  

 
****************************************************************************** 
 

9. PETSMART CHARITIES GRANT 
 
 Removed from consent calendar at the request of Waldrop. 

 
 Moved by Waldrop, seconded by Krier, to accept the PetSmart Charities Grant and approve the 
 execution of the Grant Agreement and any and all other documents pertinent to the grant,  by the 
 City Manager. 

 
Waldrop stated that he had been approached by members of Unity Thrift to see if they could help 
with this grant.  Waldrop reported that they had over 2,000 dogs spayed and neutered, and that 
they could help the City save money by using vouchers and wanted to know what the City’s plan 
actually was.   
 
Jones explained that the plan was to use local services and that there was a mobile Spay/Neuter 
service.  The City’s idea was that that a pet owner could have a voucher if the dog was licensed.  
Jones stated that Unity Thrift could help especially with educating the public.  Jones pointed out 
that since dogs don’t follow property lines, the grant would cover dogs in both the city and county 
areas. 
 
Waldrop indicated that Unity Thrift had volunteered to transport animals to Bakersfield at no 
charge; however, mileage is covered in the grant and terms of the grant would have to be 
followed.   
 
AYES:  Krier, Miller, Noerr, Waldrop, Linder 
 

16. VINTAGE PRODUCTION AGREEMENT FOR EXTRACTION OF MINERALS 
 

 Noerr removed this item from consent calendar as his business is contracted with Vintage 
Production. 

 
 City Attorney Ebersole explained that as the item was included on the consent calendar, that 

he did not have to remove the item but could have voted yes on the consent calendar and 
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abstain from this particular item.  As Noerr had pulled the item, it was now open for 
discussion and Noerr would need to leave the room, which he did. 

 
Moved by Miller, seconded by Krier, to authorize Mayor to sign coordination and release 
agreement with Vintage Production. 
 
Ayes: Krier, Miller, Waldrop, Linder 

 
 Council Member Noerr was called to return to the Council Chamber.   
 
 
Mayor Linder announced that City Clerk Hudgens had submitted her notice of retirement as the 
City’s Municipal Records Administrator and resignation effective December 31, 2013, as City 
Clerk.  Each of the Council Members had nice things to say about Mrs. Hudgens and presented 
her with a beautiful plant. 
 

 Mayor Linder recessed the meeting to closed session at 6:35:54 PM  
 
CLOSED SESSION 

 
A. CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL – EXISTING LITIGATION Government Code 

Section 54956.9 – for consultation with its attorney(s) regarding existing litigation.   
Sierra Club v. City of Taft and Taft City Council 

 No reportable action. 
 

B. CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL – EXISTING LITIGATION Government Code 
Section 54956.9 – for consultation with its attorney(s) regarding existing litigation.   
City of Taft vs. CDCR 

 Called a special meeting for Thursday at 5:30 PM for approval of a contract with the 
California Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation 

 Place item on agenda to approve contract for Contractor Professional Services. 
 

  
ADJOURNMENT - 8:25 PM  
 
 
 
 
              
Louise Hudgens, CMC       Paul Linder, Mayor 
City Clerk 
 



TAFT CITY COUNCIL/SUCCESSOR AGENCY 
JOINT SPECIAL MEETING 

MINUTES 
DECEMBER 5, 2013 

 
SPECIAL MEETING  
 
The December 5, 2013, special joint meeting of the Taft City Council/Taft Successor Agency, held in the 
Council Chamber at Taft City Hall, 209 East Kern Street, Taft, CA 93268, was opened by Mayor Linder 
at 5:38:43 PM.  Pledge of Allegiance was led by Council Member Krier.   . 
  .   
PRESENT: Mayor Paul Linder; Mayor Pro Tem Orchel Krier. 
 Council Members Randy Miller, Dave Noerr and Orchel Krier. 
 City Manager Craig Jones; City Attorney Tom Ebersole; 
 City Clerk Louise Hudgens. 

 
1. CONTRACT WITH THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF 

CORRECTIONS AND REHABLITATION (CDCR) FOR HOUSING INMATES IN THE 
CITY OF TAFT COMMUNITY CORRECTIONAL FACILTY.  

 
Moved by Miller, seconded by Krier, to approve Resolution entitled A RESOLUTION OF THE 
CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TAFT AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO SIGN 
AND EXECUTE AGREEMENT NO. 5600004097 WITH THE CALIFORNIA 
DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS AND REHABILITATION FOR THE OPERATION 
OF THE MODIFIED COMMUNITY CORRECTIONAL FACILITY.  (Res. No. 3576-13) 
 
Each Council Member made remarks regarding the contract:  staff had worked diligently on the 
contract, would believe that it was actually happening when buses started arriving with inmates, 
this contract was as good as it could get at the current time and that it was good for Taft, and that 
the contract allows Taft to return about 60 people back to work.  Each Council Member voiced 
skeptism that the contract would actually come to fruitation.   
 
AYES: Krier, Miller, Noerr, Waldrop, Linder 
 
 Linder reclused himself, turned the gavel over to Mayor Pro Tem Krier and left the room. 
 

2. CONSIDERATION OF A PROFESSIONAL SERVICES CONTRACT WITH 
BLACK/HALL CONSTRUCTION, INC. FOR EMERGENCY WORK ON THE 
CITY OF TAFT COMMUNITY CORRECTIONAL FACILITY  5:47:29 PM  

 
Moved by Miller, seconded by Noerr, to adopt resolution titled A RESOLUTION OF THE 
CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TAFT AUTHORIZING THE CITY 
MANAGER/CITY PURCHASING AGENT TO SIGN AND EXECUTE AGREEMENT 
BETWEEN THE CITY OF TAFT AND BLACK/HALL CONSTRUCTION, INC. FOR 
EMERGENCY WORK ON THE TAFT COMMUNITY CORRECTIONAL FACILITY AS 
DESCRIBED IN THE PHYSICAL FACILITIES REQUIREMENTS OF THE PROPOSED 
CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS AND REHABILITATION 
CONTRACT.   (Res. No. 3577-13) 
  
Miller explained that the nature of the proposed contract was that it was an emergency in the 
sense that the State mandated that the CCF be ready to accept inmates in 90 days and that with 
holidays approaching it would be impossible to go to public bid and get the modifications 
completed within the 90 days allowed.  Miller explained Black/Hall’s qualifications and that the 
contract was actual costs plus 15%. 
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Noerr further explained that the state was under the gun to relieve their inmate population by 
February, 2014 and that partnering with Black/Hall to get Taft’s CCF ready would help relieve 
the situation.   
 
AYES:  Krier, Miller, Noerr, Waldrop 
 
 Linder was called back to the Council Chamber and the gavel returned to him. 
 

3. CITIZEN REQUESTS/PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 

There were none. 
 

 ADJOURNMENT  
 
 Moved by Noerr, seconded by Krier and carried, to adjourn the meeting at 5:54:19 PM. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
              
Louise Hudgens, CMC       Paul Linder, Mayor 
City Clerk 
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DATE:  December 17, 2013 
 
TO:   Honorable Mayor and Council Members      
 
FROM:  Public Works Department        
 
AGENDA ITEM: 
Authorize Mayor to sign a land lease agreement with Westside Economic Development Co. LLC 
 
SUMMARY STATEMENT: 
California Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation has required a buffer zone and additional 
perimeter fence around the Community Correctional Facility.  The adjacent property currently 
belongs to the Westside Economic Development Co. LLC.  Staff has met with a representative from 
that group and made arrangements for the lease of approximately one acre of land for the sum of 
$200.00 per month for up to 5 years, with an option to buy within the first year for $12,500.  Staff’s 
recommendation is to purchase this property, however in the interest of time we will bring the 
purchase back to City Council at a future meeting. 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
Motion to authorize the Mayor to sign a lease agreement with Westside Economic Development 
LLC. 
 
 
IMPACT ON BUDGET (Y/N):   YES  (CCF) 
    
 
ATTACHMENT (Y/N):  NO   
  
 
PREPARED BY:   Craig Jones   
  
 
REVIEWED BY:            
CITY CLERK
  
 

FINANCE DIRECTOR CITY MANAGER 
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LAND LEASE AGREEMENT 

This Land Lease Agreement ("Lease") is made and effective December 17, 2013 (“Effective 
Date”), and between Westside Economic Development Co., LLC, (“Lessor”) and the City of 
Taft, a municipal corporation (“Lessee”) (“Party” or “Parties”).  

1. Leased Property and Term. 

For and in consideration of the covenants and agreements of Lessee to be performed and in 
consideration of the rent to be paid by Lessee as hereinafter set forth, Lessor hereby lets, leases 
and demises to Lessee the property owned by the Lessor the 80’ by 400’ section of APN 220-
040-46-00, located in Taft, California, as shown in the attached Exhibit to this Lease Agreement 
(the “Property”) under the terms and conditions below. 

The initial term of the lease is for five (5) years six (6) months with an option to extend the lease 
for two (2) additional five (5) year terms as described below.   

2. Option 

If the Lessee wishes to purchase the Property within the first year of the term, it shall do so at the 
cost of $12,500.00/ acre, which the parties agree represents the fair market value for the Property 
at this time.  If Lessee elects to purchase the Property after the first year, the parties shall 
negotiate a price that represents the fair market value of the Property at that time. 

If the Lessee wishes to renew the lease for an additional five (5) years at the end of the initial 
term, Lessee shall give written notice to the Lessor at least ninety (90) days prior to the 
expiration of the initial term or any extended term.  At that time the option shall be granted by 
the Lessor unless the Lessee has violated any of the provisions of this agreement and has refused 
to correct such violations within thirty (30) days after being given written notice to do so by the 
Lessor. 

3. Rent 

The Lease rate for said Property, for the initial term, is $200.00 per month.  Each installment 
payment shall be due by the first day of each calendar month after the execution of the Lease.  
Lease rates for any elected option period shall be calculated by applying the consumer price 
index rate at time of election (“Option Rate”).  Option Rate shall remain in effect during the 
option period. 

4. Use of Property 

Lessee shall use the Property for the construction of and maintenance of an outer perimeter fence 
for the Modified Community Correctional Facility located adjacent to the Property.  Lessee may 
use the Property for other uses compatible to the zoning of the Property.  
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5. Sublease and Assignment. 

Lessee shall not sublet or rent the Property to any person, entity or party without prior written 
approval of the Lessor.  Lessee shall not assign the Lease to any third party without written 
approval of Lessor.  Should title to the Modified Community Correctional Facility be passed to 
any entity other than the City of Taft, or the Taft Public Financing Authority, this lease shall 
automatically terminate, and the fence shall be removed within 30 days. 

6. Indemnification 

Lessee agrees that it shall at all times indemnify, defend and hold harmless Lessor and its 
officers, agents, employees and assigns from and against any and all claims, demands, costs, 
suits and actions resulting from any lost damage or injury of any kind whatsoever to the person 
or the property of Lessee to any of  Lessee’s employees, guests or invitees including participants 
or spectators or of any person whomsoever caused by use of the Property or arising from any 
accident on the Property or any fire or other casualty thereon, or occasioned by the failure on the 
part of Lessee to maintain the Property in a safe condition or by any nuisance made, or suffered 
on said Property by any act or omission by Lessee or of Lessee’s employees or invitees arising 
from any cause whatsoever. 

7. Repairs. 

Except as otherwise expressly provided in this Lease, Lessee shall at its own cost and expense 
keep and maintain all portions of the Property as well as all improvements on said Property in 
good order.   

8. Utilities 

Lessee shall pay and hold Lessor and the property of Lessor, free and harmless from all charges 
for the furnishing of gas, water, electricity, telephone service and other public utilities to the 
Property during the terms of this Lease or other extension thereof and for the removal of garbage 
and rubbish from said Property during the term of the Lease or an extension thereof. 

9. Real Property Taxes 

Should real property taxes be levied against said Property by any governmental agency, said 
taxes shall be the responsibility of the Lessor.  

10. Alterations and Improvements. 

It is understood that this Lease contemplates the construction of a perimeter fence for Lessee’s 
Modified Community Correctional Facility located adjacent to the Property. Lessee shall keep 
the Property free from any and all liens, claims or demands for work performed, materials 
furnished or operations conducted on the Property.   



 3 

11. Entry 

Lessee shall permit Lessor or Lessor’s agents, representatives or employees to enter the Property 
at reasonable hours for the purposes of inspecting the Property to determine whether Lessee is 
complying with the terms of the Lease or for the purposes of doing other lawful acts that may be 
necessary to protect Lessor’s interest in the Property under this Lease.  

12. Default 

If default shall at any time be made by Lessee, or any of the covenants and conditions herein 
agreed to be kept and performed, Lessor may, at its option, terminate the Lease and reenter upon 
the demised Property and take possession thereof if the default is not corrected within thirty (30) 
days after written notice from the Lessor.  Lessor shall give the Lessee written notice of such 
termination stating the reason therefore.  Lessee may terminate the lease as provided in section 1.   

13. Quiet Possession 

Lessor does hereby covenant and agree that upon payment of the rent to be paid and the 
performance of all covenants by Lessee and herein provided, Lessee shall peaceable and quietly 
hold and enjoy the Property during the term of this Lease, and any extensions thereof, except as 
otherwise provided herein.   

14. Surrender 

Lessee agrees to peacefully surrender the Property upon termination of this Lease.   

15. Amendment to Lease 

This Lease Agreement may be amended at any time by mutual agreement by the Parties in 
writing.   

16. Notice 

Any notice required or permitted under this Lease shall be deemed sufficiently given or served if 
sent by United States certified mail, return receipt requested, addressed as follows: 

If to Lessee to:  Westside Economic Development Company 
P.O. Box 922 
Taft, CA 93268 

If to Lessor to: 

 

City of Taft  
City Hall 
209 East Kern Street 
Taft, CA  93268 
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Lessor and Lessee shall each have the right from time to time to change the place notice is to be 
given under this paragraph by written notice thereof to the other Party. 

17. Insurance. 

Lessor shall maintain fire and extended coverage insurance on the Property in such amounts as 
Lessor shall deem appropriate.  Lessee shall be responsible, at Lessee’s expense, for fire and 
extended coverage insurance on all of its personal property, including removable trade fixtures, 
located in the Property. 

18. Waiver. 

No waiver of any default of Lessor or Lessee hereunder shall be implied from any omission to 
take any action on account of such default if such default persists or is repeated, and no express 
waiver shall affect any default other than the default specified in the express waiver and that only 
for the time and to the extent therein stated.  One or more waivers by Lessor or Lessee shall not 
be construed as a waiver of a subsequent breach of the same covenant, term or condition. 

19. Successors. 

The provisions of this Lease shall extend to and be binding upon Lessor and Lessee and their 
respective legal representatives, successors and assigns. 

20. Consent. 

Lessor shall not unreasonably withhold or delay its consent with respect to any matter for which 
Lessor's consent is required or desirable under this Lease. 

21. Compliance with Law. 

Lessee shall comply with all laws, orders, ordinances and other public requirements now or 
hereafter pertaining to Lessee's use of the Property.  Lessor shall comply with all laws, orders, 
ordinances and other public requirements now or hereafter affecting the Property. 

22. Final Agreement. 

This Agreement terminates and supersedes all prior understandings or agreements on the subject 
matter hereof.  This Agreement may be modified only by a further writing that is duly executed 
by both parties. 
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23. Governing Law. 

This Agreement shall be governed, construed and interpreted by, through and under the Laws of 
the State of California. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have executed this Lease as of the day and year first 
above written. 

 

WESTSIDE ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT CO. LLC 
 
 
__________________________________  
 
Lessor 

CITY OF TAFT 

 
__________________________________  
Paul Linder, Mayor 
Lessee 
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DATE:  DECEMBER 17, 2013  
 
TO:   MAYOR LINDER AND COUNCIL MEMBERS  
   
 
AGENDA MATTER:  
 

DETERMINE METHOD TO FILL CITY CLERK POSITION  
 
SUMMARY STATEMENT: 
 
At the December 3, 2013, regular Council meeting, Mayor Linder announced that City Clerk Louise 
Hudgens had decided to retire at the end of the year, leaving an unscheduled vacancy of the City 
Clerk position that expires in December 4, 2016.  Mrs. Hudgens holds a dual position with the City 
as both City Clerk/ Municipal Records Administrator; however the appointment is for the City 
Clerk position only. 
 
Pursuant to Government Code 36512 (b), if a vacancy occurs in an elective office, the council shall, 
within 60 days from the commencement of the vacancy, either fill the vacancy by appointment or 
call a special election to fill the vacancy.  If a special election is called, it shall be held on the next 
regularly established election date not less than 114 days from the call of the special election.   A 
call was made to the Kern County Elections Office and a special election could cost as much as 
$40,000. 
 
If Council wishes to make an appointment, they can determine the method of choosing the 
replacement, either by directing staff to solicit applications from interested and qualified residents 
or other method as determined.  The selected candidate must be a registered voter within the City of 
Taft and will complete the term ending in 2016.   
 
RECOMMENDATION:  
 
Council to discuss and give direction on method of filling the vacancy created by the retirement of City Clerk 
Louise Hudgens. 
 
IMPACT ON BUDGET (Y/N):   Advertising costs 
 
ATTACHMENT (Y/N):  Yes 
 
PREPARED BY:   City Clerk 
 
REVIEWED BY:            
CITY CLERK  
 

FINANCE DIRECTOR CITY MANAGER 
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