
TAFT CITY COUNCIL/SUCCESSOR AGENCY 
JOINT REGULAR MEETING AGENDA 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 7, 2014 
CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

209 E. KERN ST., TAFT, CA 93268 
 

AS A COURTESY TO ALL - PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES 
 

Any writings or documents provided to a majority of the City Council regarding any item on 
this agenda are made available for public inspection in the lobby at Taft City Hall, 209 E. 
Kern Street, Taft, CA during normal business hours (SB 343). 

 
REGULAR MEETING  6:00 P.M. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance 
Invocation 
Roll Call: Mayor Linder 

Mayor Pro Tem Krier 
Councilmember Miller 
Councilmember Noerr 
Councilmember Waldrop 

 
   
1. CITY OF TAFT AND WEST SIDE RECREATION AND PARK DISTRICT MUNICIPAL 

SERVICE REVIEW UPDATE 
 

Recommendation –  
  1. Conduct Public Hearing; and  

2. Motion to adopt a resolution entitled A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE   
CITY OF TAFT APPROVING AN UPDATE TO THE CITY OF TAFT AND WEST SIDE 
RECREATION AND PARK DISTRICT MUNICIPAL SERVICE REVIEW FOR KERN 
COUNTY LAFCO 

 
2. SPECIAL RECOGNITION – WESTSIDE HEALTH CARE DISTRICT 

 
3. PROCLAMATION DECLARING OCTOBER 2014 ENERGY AWARENESS MONTH 
 
4. CITIZEN REQUESTS/PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 

THIS IS THE TIME AND PLACE FOR THE GENERAL PUBLIC TO ADDRESS THE CITY 
COUNCIL ON MATTERS WITHIN ITS JURISDICTION.  STATE LAW PROHIBITS THE 
COUNCIL FROM ADDRESSING ANY ISSUE NOT PREVIOUSLY INCLUDED ON THE 
AGENDA.  COUNCIL MAY RECEIVE COMMENT AND SET THE MATTER FOR A 
SUBSEQUENT MEETING.  PLEASE LIMIT COMMENTS TO FIVE MINUTES. 
 

5. COUNCIL STATEMENTS (NON ACTION) 
 

6. PLANNING COMMISSION REPORT 
 

7. DEPARTMENT REPORTS 
 
8. CITY MANAGER STATEMENTS 
 
9. CITY ATTORNEY STATEMENTS 
 
10. FUTURE AGENDA REQUESTS 

 
********************************************************************** 
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CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS  11 - 18 
 
 All items listed on the Consent Calendar shall be considered routine and will be enacted by one roll call 

vote. There will be no separate discussion of these items unless a member of the City Council requests 
specific items to be removed from the Consent Calendar for separate action.  Any item removed from 
the Consent Calendar will be considered after the regular business items.  

  
 Are there any items on the consent calendar that any member of the public would like to comment on? 
 
11. MINUTES 

September 16, 2014 Regular  
 
 Recommendation – Approve as submitted. 
 
12. PAYMENT OF BILLS 
 Warrant#      9-12-2014  Check No. 78318-78322    $  90,888.13 
 Warrant#      9-26-2014  Check No. 78323-78410     $551,175.82 
 Warrant#      9-26-2014          Check No. 78411  $  46,886.13 
    
 Recommendation – Approve payment of the bills.  
   
13. TREASURER’S REPORT 
 

Recommendation - Motion to receive and file Treasurer’s Report dated September 15, 2014 for 
the Month of July 2014. 
 

14. ARAMARK FOOD SERVICE AGREEMENT AMENDMENT #2 
 

Recommendation - Motion to approve the Food Service Agreement Amendment #2 between the City 
of Taft and Aramark Correctional Services, LLC, and to authorize the Mayor to execute Amendment #2. 
 

15. DRY RV CAMPING ON RAILS TO TRAILS FOR OKTOBERFEST CELEBRATION 
SPONSORED BY TAFT CHAMBER 
 
Recommendation – Motion to approve request from the Taft Chamber of Commerce to use the dirt lot 
east of the Oilworker Monument for dry RV camping. 
 

16. ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT POSITION 
 

Recommendation- 
1. Authorize the classification of Administrative Assistant Assigned to the City Manager-

Confidential and set the salary range at 45.9 ($1,963.66 - $2,386.85 Bi-weekly / $51,055.26  - 
$62,057.99 Annually) 

 
2. Delete the classification of Community and Business Development Coordinator salary range 

49.9 ($2,169.91-$2,637.54 Bi-weekly/ $56,417.75-$68,576.13 Annually) 
 
3. Motion to approve A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TAFT 

AMENDING THE POSITION CLASSIFICATION PLAN AND ESTABLISHING 
CORRESPONDING COMPENSATION RATES 
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17. SPECIAL EVENT PERMIT – OKTOBERFEST CARNIVAL BY SCHOEPPNER SHOWS AT 

SUPPLY ROW AND 6TH STREET, OCTOBER 14TH – 20TH, 2014 
 
Recommendation - Motion to approve a resolution entitled A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY 
COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TAFT APPROVING A SPECIAL EVENT PERMIT, 
AUTHORIZING SCHOEPPNER SHOWS TO OPERATE AN OKTOBERFEST CARNIVAL 
ON CITY PROPERTY AT 6TH STREET AND SUPPLY ROW FROM OCTOBER 14TH TO 
20TH, 2014 
 

18. PURCHASE OF (2) POLICE VEHICLES FOR THE POLICE DEPARTMENT 
 
Recommendation – Motion to appropriate $80,000.00 from Capitol Reserves for the purchase 
and equipping of (2) Police Vehicles.  

 
************************************************************************* 
 
CLOSED SESSION 

   
 

A. CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL – ANTICIPATED LITIGATION 
Government Code Section 54956.9(b) – one (1) undisclosed case.  

       
B. CONFERENCE WITH LABOR NEGOTIATOR, CRAIG JONES, CITY MANAGER, Government 

Code 54957.6 – All units. 
 

C. CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL – EXISTING LITIGATION  
Government Code Section 54956.9 (a) – City of Taft vs. CDCR. 
 

D. CONFERENCE REGARDING PERSONNEL ACTION  
Government Code Section 54957.1(5) – Police Officer 
 

 ADJOURNMENT 
 

AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT 
(Government Code Section 54943.2) 

The City of Taft City Council Chamber is accessible to persons with disabilities. Disabled individuals who need 
special assistance (including transportation) to attend or participate in a meeting of the Taft City Council may 
request assistance at the Office of the City Clerk, City of Taft, 209 E. Kern Street, Taft, California or by calling 
(661) 763-1222. Every effort will be made to reasonably accommodate individuals with disabilities by making 
meeting material available in alternative formats. Requests for assistance should be made five (5) working days in 
advance of a meeting whenever possible. 

AFFIDAVIT OF POSTING 
I, Alina Megerdom, declare as follows: 
 
That I am the City Clerk for the City of Taft; that an agenda was posted on a public information bulletin board 
located near the door of the Civic Center Council Chamber on October 2, 2014, pursuant to 1987 Brown Act 
Requirements. 
 
I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct. 
Executed October 2, 2014, at Taft, California. 
 
 
 
Date/Time   Signature      



REVIEWED BY: 

CITY CLERK: 

 
FINANCE DIRECTOR: CITY MANAGER: 

 

 

City of Taft Agenda Report 
 

 

 

DATE: October 7, 2014 
 

TO: MAYOR LINDER AND COUNCIL MEMBERS 

 

AGENDA MATTER:  
 

CITY OF TAFT AND WEST SIDE RECREATION AND PARK DISTRICT MUNICIPAL SERVICE 

REVIEW UPDATE 
 

SUMMARY STATEMENT:  
 

California Government Code Section 65430 and the Cortese-Knox-Hertzberg Act require local jurisdictions 

and special districts to update their Municipal Service Reviews (MSR) approximately every five years.  A 

MSR is a comprehensive study designed to better inform LAFCO, local agencies, and the community about 

the provision of municipal services. 

 

Kern LAFCO contacted the Taft Planning and Community Development Department, in 2013, requesting that 

the City update their MSR.  Staff met with the Kern LAFCO Executive Director to discuss the scope of the 

update to the document.  Due to inactivity with LAFCO and that the prior MSR was drafted in 2004, there 

was a need to update the City of Taft’s MSR.  The Director did not request or require the City to hire 

consultants to complete the update.  The update could simply be a revision of the existing document that 

bridges the gap from 2004 until today with updated demographic and other data.   

 

Attached is a draft revision to Chapter 2.0 of the MSR for the City of Taft and West Side Recreation and Park 

District (WSRPD). This is just one section of the West Kern regional MSR that includes the City of 

Maricopa, West Kern Water District, West Side Cemetery District, West Side Mosquito and Vector Control 

District, and West Side Health Care District.  Staff worked with WSRPD, Kern County Fire Department, 

West Side Waste Management and Kern County Waste Management, and Taft Area Transit to update their 

sections of Chapter 2.0 of the MSR. 

 

At the September 17, 2014, Planning Commission meeting, City staff presented the final draft of the update to 

the City of Taft and West Side Recreation and Park District Municipal Service Review. The Commission 

approved the amendment unanimously with no further additions or deletions. 

 

RECOMMENDED ACTION:  

1. Conduct Public Hearing; and 

2. Motion to adopt a resolution entitled A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

TAFT APPROVING AN UPDATE TO THE CITY OF TAFT AND WEST SIDE RECREATION AND 

PARK DISTRICT MUNICIPAL SERVICE REVIEW FOR KERN COUNTY LAFCO 

 

FUNDING SOURCE:   N/A 

 

ATTACHMENT (Y/N):  Resolution 

City of Taft and West Side Recreation and Park District Municipal Service 

Reviews, September 2014 
 

PREPARED BY:   Mark Staples, Director, Planning & Community Development 



RESOLUTION NO. __________ 

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TAFT 

APPROVING AN UPDATE TO THE CITY OF TAFT AND WEST SIDE 

RECREATION AND PARK DISTRICT MUNICIPAL SERVICE REVIEW 

FOR KERN COUNTY LAFCO 

 

 WHEREAS, California Government Code Section 65430 and the Cortese-Knox-

Hertzberg Act require local jurisdictions and special districts to update their Municipal Service 

Reviews approximately every five years, and 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Taft is responsible for continually reviewing and updating its 

Municipal Service Review for the Kern County Local Agency Formation Commission, and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Planning Commission reviewed and commented on the City of Taft 

Municipal Service Review at its regular meeting on August 7 and December 4, 2013, and August 

20, 2014; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission studied and considered the written findings for 

approval of the update to the City of Taft and West Side Recreation and Park District Municipal 

Service Review for Kern County LAFCo, City Staff’s written and oral reports, and all public 

testimony at its regular meeting on September 17, 2014; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission voted 5-0 to recommend approval of the updated 

Municipal Service Review to the City Council; and 

 

WHEREAS, the laws and regulations relating to the preparation and adoption of 

environmental documents, as set forth in the State Guidelines Implementing the California 

Environmental Quality Act have been adhered to; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the City Council has fully considered this request and the potential 

environmental effects.   

 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the City Council of the City of Taft does 

ordain as follows:  

 

1. The proposed Municipal Service Review is consistent with the goals, objectives, policies, 

and programs of the General Plan and is necessary and desirable to implement the 

provision of the General Plan; and 

 

2. The proposed Municipal Service Review will not adversely affect the public health, 

safety, and welfare or result in an illogical land use pattern; and  

 

3. The proposed Municipal Service Review is consistent with the purpose and intent of the 

Taft Zoning Ordinance; and 
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4. The potential environmental impacts of the proposed Municipal Service Review are 

insignificant, have been mitigated, or there are overriding considerations that outweigh 

the potential impacts; and 

 

5. The proposed Municipal Service Review is exempt from the California Environmental 

Quality Act pursuant to Section 15061(b)(3) of the California Environmental Quality Act 

Guidelines because the update will have no significant effect on the environment.   

 

ATTACHMENTS:  

City of Taft and West Side Recreation and Park District Municipal Service Review, 

October 2014 

 

PASSED AND ADOPTED on this ______ day of _________, 2014. 

 

 

         _________________________  

Paul Linder, Mayor  

Attest: 

 

 

____________________________  

Debra Elliott, Deputy City Clerk 

  

Approved as to form:  

 

 

____________________________  

Jason Epperson, City Attorney  

 

 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA }  

COUNTY OF KERN   } SS  

CITY OF TAFT   }  

 

I, Debra Elliott, Deputy City Clerk of the City of Taft, do hereby certify that the foregoing 

Ordinance had its first reading on ____________________________, and had it second reading 

on ___________________________, and was passed by the following vote:  

 

AYES:  COUNCILMEMBERS:  

NOES:  COUNCILMEMBERS:  

ABSTAIN:  COUNCILMEMBERS:  

ABSENT:  COUNCIL MEMBERS: 

 

__________________________________ 

Debra Elliott, Deputy City Clerk  
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2.0 THE CITY OF TAFT 
 
 
The City of Taft is located in southwestern Kern County, adjacent to the southwest edge of the San 
Joaquin Valley. The City is located on State Highways 119 and 33, west of lnterstate 5.  Taft is about 28 
miles southwest of Bakersfield and about 6 miles northwest of Maricopa, which is the closest 
incorporated City.  The regional location of the City is shown in Figure 2.1. 
 
Currently Taft's sphere of influence contains 36.63 square miles or 23,441 acres, and the City limits 
contain approximately 15 square miles or 9,634 acres. The potential for physical expansion to support 
new growth is constrained by the existence of three unincorporated residential areas (Taft Heights, 
South Taft, and Ford City) located north and south of Taft; the City's airport and wastewater treatment 
plant east of the City; and oil fields, ponds, and tanks south and west of the City. These constraints are 
shown in Figure 2.2. Additionally, most of the vacant land within the City is owned by oil companies. Oil 
company property in and adjacent to the City is very difficult to obtain. This land is made available for 
sale only when the companies forecast that it will not be needed for oil extraction or related uses. These 
existing conditions severely restrict Taft's options in terms of future growth. 
 
The potential for annexing unincorporated areas surrounding the City (including South Taft, Taft Heights, 
and Ford City) has been discussed several times in Taft, and was addressed in the 2003-2004 Kern 
County Grand Jury Final Report. However, the City has no immediate plans to pursue any annexations. 
Prior to consideration of annexing land, a fiscal evaluation would be needed. Fiscal constraints include 
the lack of funding to provide an adequate level of service. Most of the land uses, which generate sales 
tax, are already included within the City limits and property values within the surrounding County areas 
are low.  Furthermore, the surrounding disadvantaged unincorporated communities lack adequate 
infrastructure, such as sewer availability and fully improved streets with curb, gutter, and sidewalk.  
Since 1965, the City of Taft has undergone 20 21 annexations.  Table 2.A is a history of City annexations 
approved by LAFCO. 
 

2.1 ADMINISTRATION, MANAGEMENT, AND OPERATIONS 
 
The City of Taft is a general law city incorporated on November 7, 1910, and was named after the 27th 
President of the United States. William Howard Taft. Taft has a Council/Manager structure of 
government and employs 105 135 full-time (including police  fire  andpersonnel and correctional facility 
employees) and 2 part-time employees. The City Council has five members who are elected by the City 
residents for staggered four-year terms. The City Clerk and the City Treasurer are also elected officials 
who are elected to four-year terms. Municipal elections are consolidated within the statewide general 
elections. At the first regularly scheduled meeting of December in an election year, the Council selects a 
Mayor and a Mayor Pro Tern from among its members, and appoints City Council members to various 
Council committees and selects representatives for other community organizations. The Mayor is 
designated as the principal spokesperson for City government and presides at all meetings of the City 
Council. Additionally, the Mayor performs tasks for the City as directed by the Council and performs 
certain statutory and ceremonial duties on behalf of the City. In the absence of the Mayor, these duties 
are performed by the Mayor ProTem. Regular Council meetings are held twice a month on the first and 
third Tuesdays at 76:00p.m. in the evening at City Hall. The City Council is required to deal with 
administrative services of the City through the City Manager, and does not directly manage any of the 
subordinates of the Manager. 
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FIGURE 2.1 
City of Taft Regional Location with 
City Limits and Sphere of Influence 
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FIGURE 2.2 
Flood Hazards and 

Development Constraints 
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Table 2.A - Annexations to the City of Taft Since 1964 

Proceeding Number Proposal Year 

21 Industrial Tract 1964 

39 Countryside Homes 1964 

103 Lincoln Street Number 1 1966 

130 1-67 1967 

427 Number 25 1974 

499 Number 26 1976 

582 Number 27 1977 

626 Number 28 1978 

748 Number 29 1980 

749 Number 30 1980 

810 Number 31 1983 

876 Number 32 1985 

907 Number 33 1986 

928 Number 34 1987 

929 Number 35 1987 

956 Number 36 1987 

1111 Number 37 1992 

1131 Number 38 1992 

1155 Number 39 1994 

1197 Number 39 1995 

N/A Number 40 1995 

Withdrawn Number 41 2001 

1544 Number 42 2009 

 
The City Manager is appointed by the City Council, and functions under direction from the Council. The 
Manager is responsible for the efficient administration of all the affairs of the City.  Specifically, it is the 
Manager's duty to give direction to all heads of departments, subordinate officers, and employees of the 
City; except for the clerk, treasurer, and City attorney.  Additional responsibilities of the City Manager 
include keeping the Council at all times fully advised as to the financial conditions and needs of the City 
and to prepare an annual budget and report. 
 
Like many California cities, Taft has formed the Taft Community Development Agency (TCDA), a 
redevelopment agency (RDA), which was activated in October of 19865, with the objective to eliminate 
and prevent the spread of blight and deterioration, and to promote the conservation, rehabilitation and 
redevelopment of the Project Area.  Other objectives were to control unplanned growth to the area, 
develop Taft as a business hub and to create job opportunities. The City Council members also serve as 
board members of the redevelopment agency. The Mayor of the City serves as the Chairperson, the 
Mayor Pro Tern serves as the Vice Chairperson, the City Clerk serves as the Secretary, the City Treasurer 
is also Treasurer of the agency, and the City Manager serves as the Executive Director.  In 2011, the Taft 
City Council expanded the area when it purchased land from Sunset Railway Company and Union Pacific 
Railway Company.  However, in January 2012, the State of California dissolved all of the California RDA’s 
and the Taft City Council was named the Successor Agency of the RDA.  The Oversight Board was then 
established on April 10, 2012, with a seven (7) member Board of Directors appointed by various 
stakeholders in the community.  The Board meets on the 1st and 3rd Wednesday of each month at 2:30 
p.m. in the Taft City Hall Conference Room. 
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The Taft Public Improvement Corporation was organized in September of 1989, as a nonprofit public 
benefit corporation for the betterment of the City of Taft.  The services included constructing various 
capital improvements in the City.  A major project in 1989 was to participate with the City of Taft to 
facilitate the execution and delivery of the City’s $2,065,000 Certificates of Participation for the Sewer 
Facilities Improvement Projectsolely for the purpose of providing financial assistance to the City by 
acquiring, constructing, improving, and developing property for the use benefit and enjoyment of the 
public. The Corporation has one annual meeting in August of each year, held in the Taft City Council 
Chamber.  Members of the City Council serve as the Board of Directors. An additional agency, the Taft 
Public Financing Authority, was created in 1993 to provide financing for public capital improvements 
through the issuance of bonds. The City Council also serves as the Board of Directors for the Authority. 
 
The City of Taft has policies contained within the City's Municipal Code, which guides the City's 
procurement of goods and services. Pursuant to these regulations, the City Manager serves as the City’s 
Purchasing Officer and as head of the Purchasing Department.  All purchases exceeding $10,000 are 
subject to a bidding process, which requires a sealed bid to be submitted to the City. Also, these 
purchases are required to be made by purchase order or other written contract. The City policy 
regarding the procurement of professional technical services is to provide a public announcement of the 
need, which shall be conducted in a manner that provides the maximum practical extent of open and 
free competition. Public notice of this need is required when the anticipated cost of services is in excess 
of $20,000. This notice shall be in a written announcement directed toward interested persons and no 
less than three candidates are required to be selected and ranked for contract negotiations. 
 
The City has established budget procedures, which are used as a guideline for preparing the budget each 
year. A draft budget is prepared by the City Manager with input from the City's department heads and 
finance director. The draft is then sent to the finance committee for review and revisions and then onto 
the City Council for approval. Prior to approval, public meetings are conducted to include citizen 
concerns. The City's operating budget clearly articulates revenue sources and expenditures. The City 
Council has the legal authority to amend the budget at any time during the fiscal year and the City 
Manager has the authority to make adjustments to the budget within program areas. The transfers of 
appropriations between program areas or involving reserve accounts, the use of unappropriated funds, 
cancellations of appropriations, and all changes in capital improvement project budgets require the 
approval from the City Council. The City's budget and accounting practices are audited every year by a 
certified public accountant. In addition to the City's budget, a Working Capital Reserve for Operating 
Fund ensures the financial viability of the City. Approximately 15 percent of the General Fund 
expenditures are transferred to this fund at the end of each fiscal year. Financially, the City is operating 
"in the black" and is hoping to be ablecontinues to work to offset the State budget cuts as they occur. 
 
The City of Taft has an investment policy designed to enhance opportunities for the investment of public 
money. Pursuant to this policy, the criteria for selecting investments include: safety, liquidity, yield, 
market-average rate of return, diversification, and public trust. The management of the investment 
program is delegated to the City Treasurer, who is required to submit a monthly investment report to 
the City Council and City Manager. 
 
The City encourages public participation in Council meetings and other City business. For example, the 
City's website provides information about upcoming Council and Planning Commission meetings and 
provides minutes of previous minutesmeetings. Also, the public City Council meetings are broadcast 
tape-delayed on the a local television channel and posted on a City YouTube channel. Other public 
participation initiatives include the use of citizen advisory committees and mailings to residents and 
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businesses of Taft. These mailings are distinguished from advertisements by the City using envelopes 
containing the City's logo. 
 
In an effort to involve businesses and residents in shaping Taft's future, a City Visioning Conference was 
held in October 2002. Eighty residents of Taft participated in this conference, which resulted in the 
creation of citizen advisory committees.  These committees include the Beautification, Housing, and 
Economic Development Committees.  The citizen advisory committees continue to meet regularly and 
work with the City Council to shape the City's future. 
 
The City has several cooperative arrangements with other agencies that provide both management 
efficiencies and cost savings for both Taft and the partner agency. The following section describes 
different partnerships and cost-saving measures that Taft utilizes. 
 
• The operations of the City and the West Side Recreation and Parks District are examples of public 

agencies working together to provide services and facilities for residents to utilize.  The two agencies 
share equipment as needed.  For example, rather than purchasing duplicative equipment, the City is 
permitted to utilize District equipment and the District is permitted to utilize City equipment.  
Recent jJoint projects include the Skate Park development.  The City paid for the engineering and 
construction of the Skate Park, and the Park District maintains and insures the facility. Also, the City 
recently utilized per capita park bond monies to pay for the a retrofit of the Taft Skate Park. 
Additionally, the City contributes funds to the Parks and Recreation District for the July 4th fireworks 
show and other like activities that are attended by City residents. 

 
• The Police Department and the Kern County Sheriff’s Department have a cooperative agreement.  

County prisoners brought into custody near the City of Taft are booked in the City Police Station and 
held in the Police Department jail facility. In exchange, the County provides a bailiff and 
transportation to court for the City's prisoners. 

 
• The City is a member of a joint powers agreement with the Taft Heights/Ford City Sanitation 

Districts in the operation of the wastewater treatment plant. The City operates and maintains the 
wastewater treatment facilities, which serve the City and the sanitation districts. The City’s Financial 
Department maintains the accounting records for the treatment plant. 

 
• The City participates with other public agencies in a joint powers agreement, which establishes the 

Central San Joaquin Valley Risk Management Authority (CSJVRMA) as a common risk management 
and insurance program. The CSJVRMA is a consortium of 54 cities in the San Joaquin Valley and is 
governed by a Board of Directors, consisting of one member appointed by each member city. 

 
• The City utilizes the structural engineering services of the County, in exchange for the City doing the 

plan checks for the County in areas adjacent to Taft. This saves the City the funding required to 
contract for services. 

 
• The City contracts for engineering and refuse collection services. This saves the City the funding 

required to pay an in house engineer and for the salaries of the refuse collectors.  In addition, this 
saves the cost of refuse truck acquirement and maintenance. 

 
• The City provides funding to the Taft Chamber of Commerce in the amount of 25% of the actual 

Transient Occupancy Tax (TOT) received by local hotels. In the 2002-2003 2013 fiscal calendar year, 
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the City provided $16,000 approximately $12,000. In return, the Chamber provides marketing 
brochures and services to the City.  Additionally, the City contributes funds to the Parks and 
Recreation DistrictChamber for the July 4th fireworks show and other like activities that are 
attended by City residents. 

 
• The City's transit drivers are allowed to participate in driver training provided by Taft Union High 

School to its bus drivers. 
 
The City consistently applies for grants that will benefit the community and its citizens. Recent grants 
that have been allocated to Taft include: 
 
• Community Development Block Grant Program Economic Development Allocation for start-up and 

expansions of small businesses; 
 
• Community Development Block Grant and HOME Investment Partnership Program funds for 

rehabilitation of housing units owned by low­ income eligible families or by owner-investors of 
rentals occupied by low income eligible families; 

 
• Kern Council of Government (COG) Grant for a computerized pavement management system Job 

Access Return Commute (JARC) is an on-going grant for Taft Transit operating costs; and 
 

 Strategic Growth Council (SGC) grants for the development of a Climate Action Plan and subsequent 
implementation projects; 

 
• Economic and Social Research Institute (ESRI) Grant for a geographic information system (GIS) 

facility at the City for land use planning and evaluation within the City. 
 
Pending grants include: 
 
• Office of Traffic Safety for "Jaws of Life" rescue toolsPetSmart Charities Program for a spay and 

neuter program; 
 
• U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Rural Development Community Facilities grant for Thermal 

Imagers California Energy Commission, Energy Partnership Program, for a feasibility study to install 
solar panels at the Community Correctional Facility; and 

 
• Transportation Enhancement Act monies to extend the "Rails to Trails" project San Joaquin Valley 

Air Pollution Control District, New Alternative Fuel Vehicle Purchase Program, for up to 5 new 
vehicles for use by City Hall and Police Department staff; 

 
 

2.2 POPULATION AND GROWTH 
 
Total Population 
 
The California Department of Finance estimates the 2003  2013 population of the City of Taft to be 8,978 
8,911. According to the U.S. Census in the ten years between 1990  2000 and 2000 2010, the population 
of Taft increased from 5,902 6,400 to 7,905 9,327; an average of 200  292 persons per year (3.4 4.6%, 
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annually). During the same ten-year period, the housing stock increased from 2,370 2,478 to 2,478 2,525 
units; an average of 11  4.7 units per year (0.5 0.2%).  The significant population decrease of 9,327 to 
8,911 persons was due to the closure of the City’s Community Correctional Facility (CCF) in 2011.  The 
population of a CCF is counted toward the total population for the city or county jurisdiction that it is 
located within.  Table 2.B shows population and housing growth in Taft for 1990, 2000, and 2003 2000, 
2010, and 2013. 
 

Table 2.B - City of Taft Population and Housing, 1990- 2000 2000 – 2013 

Year Population Increase Housing Increase 

19902000 5,902 6,400 - 2,370 2,478 - 

20002010 7,905 9,327 2,003 2,927 2,4782,525 108 47 

20032013 8,978 8,911 1,073  -416 2,5142,522 36  -3 
Source: 1990 U.S. Census. 2000 and 2010 U.S. Census, 2013 California Department of Finance Estimate. 

 
Housing Inventory 
 
As shown in Table 2.C, the California Department of Finance estimates that there are 2,514 2,522 
dwelling units within the City of Taft in 2003 2013. Of these dwelling units, 72  approximately 75 percent 
are detached single-family homes.  Almost 9  10 percent are located in structures of 5 or more units. 
 

Table 2.C - Composition of the Housing Stock, 20032013 

Housing Type City of Taft Kern County 

 Number of Units Percentage Number of Units Percentage 

Single-family, Detached 1,829 1,882 72.8 74.6 165,513 204,884 68.3 71.0 

Single-family, Attached 52 113 2.1 4.5 8,581 7,325 3.5 2.5 

2 to 4 Unit Structure 315 198 12.5 7.9 20,566 28,928 8.5 10.0 

5 or More Unit Structure 222 240 8.8 9.5 23,723 24,552 9.8 8.5 

Mobile Home 96 89 3.8 3.5 23,849 22,935 9.8 8.0 

TOTAL 2,514 2,522 100.0 242,232 288,624 100.0 
Source: State of California, Department of Finance.  E-5  City/County  Population  and  Housing  Estimates,  1/1/20132003,  Revised  2002  

and Revised  2001, with 2000 DRU  Benchmark.  Sacramento, California, May 2003. 

 
Average Household Size 
 
The 2000  2010 Census reports that there were 2,283 2,525 households in the City of Taft, with an 
average household size of 2.57 2.83. Of these households, it is estimated that 1,632 1,586 (71.5 70.4%) 
were family households, while 551  543 households (24.1%) were individuals living alone. The balance of 
Taft's households was non-family households with more than one occupant. 
 
Taft's existing population per household as identified in the 2000  2010 Census (2.57 2.83) is very low, 
relative to: 
 

Kern County (3.03 3.15) 
Fresno County (3.09 3.15) 
Southern California Region (3.13) 
Tulare County (3.28 3.36) 
Kings County (3.18 3.19) 
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The Taft/Maricopa Regional Statistical Area population per household is projected by Kern COG to 
increase  decrease from 3.15 3.03 in 2000 2010 to 3.32 2.99 in 2020 2013, and 3.48 2.89 in 2030 2023. 
 
Projections 
 
The most recent growth projections adopted by the Kern COG indicates that population growth in the 
Greater Taft/Maricopa Regional Statistical Area between 2000  2013 and 2030  2023 will be less  more 
than what occurred in the 1990s  between 2010 and 2013 (257  488 persons annually or 1.2 2.2%). The 
number of households will also have slightly less growth (53  128 households annually or 0.8 1.9%). as 
shown in Table 2.D. 
 
Table 2.E utilizes the 2003  2010 – 2013 Department of Finance data and the growth rates adopted by 
Kern COG as shown in Table 2.D to determine the estimated population and households within the City 
through the year 2010 2017. Based on a population growth rate of 1.2 3.3 percent annually (as 
projected by Kern COG), Taft would grow by 108  299 persons per year; and based on a household 
growth rate of 0.8 1.1 percent, the number of households would grow by 20  28 per year. 
 
Most of the growth indicated above would be infill development due to the land use constraints caused 
by the adjacent unincorporated residential areas, endangered species and other environmental 
constraints, the location of the airport and wastewater treatment plant, the large percentage of land 
owned by the oil companies, and the ponds and tanks adjacent to the City. 
 

Table 2.D - Greater Taft/Maricopa Regional Statistical Area Projections, 2000- 2030 2010 – 2023 

Year Population Households Employment 

2000 20,662 6,533 8,849 

2010 23,156 21,884 7,170 6,189 10,252 10,866 

2020 2013 25,606 23,233 7,716 6,578 11,820 11,326 

2030 2023 28,367 28,115 8,156 7,863 14,478 12,964 
Source: Kern Council of Governments. April 2002June 2013 

 
Table 2.E - Growth within the City of Taft, 2004-20102010-2017 

Year Population Households 

2003 2010 8,978 9,327 2,514 2,525 

2004 2011 9,086 9,284 2,534 2,525 

2005 2012 9,194 8,905 2,554 2,525 

2006 2013 9,302 8,911 2,574 2,522 

2007 2014 9,410 9,210 2,594 2,550 

2008 2015 9,518 9,509 2,614 2,578 

2009 2016 9,626 9,808 2,634 2,606 

2010 2017 9,734 10,107 2,654 2,634 
Source: California Department of Finance. Kern COGUS 2010 Census, California Department of Finance E-5Estimates, Kern COG Preliminary 
2014 RTP 

 
 

2.3 WASTEWATER COLLECTION AND TREATMENT 
 
Wastewater (effluent) treatment involves cleaning used water and sewage so it can be returned safely 
to the environment. Wastewater treatment protects public health from disease-causing bacteria and 
viruses and protects local and regional water quality. 
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The Taft Wastewater Treatment Plant (WWTP), located at 1120 East Ash Street, is shown on Figure 2.3. 
The City is a member of a joint powers agreement with the Taft Heights/Ford City-Taft Heights 
Sanitation Districts in the ownership and operation the WWTP. The City of Taft owns 52 percent and 
Ford City-Taft Heights Sanitation District owns 48 percent of the plant.  The City of Taft operates and 
maintains the wastewater treatment facilities via a contractor,. Eco Resources, Inc Severn Trent 
Services.  Also, the City's Financial Department maintains the accounting records for the treatment 
plant. 
 
The WWTP was constructed in 1974.  In 2002 the City upgraded and expanded the WWTP in order to 
meet new waste discharge requirements set by the Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board 
and to meet wastewater treatment demands through the year 2012.  These improvements involved the 
maximum use of valuable existing City assets, including the four existing treatment ponds.  The 
improvements to the WWTP processes included the removal of trash from the influent flow, which 
improved the solids handling capability of the plant and reduced the nuisance of trash from the ponds.  
Also, a new technology utilizing a combination of diffused air and large rotating blades has been 
implemented. This system makes oxygen transfer more efficient, causes a faster reaction rate than for 
typical aerated lagoons, and uses half of the horsepower of the old system. Additionally, Lagoon 3 has 
been converted into a settling basin and Lagoon 4 has been converted into an emergency storage area.  
This upgrade/expansion has increased the plant's capacity to an average daily flow of 1.5 million gallons 
per day (MGD), and corrected all known deficiencies.  This project was financed by wastewater reserve 
funds. The wastewater service operations within Taft are routinely evaluated by the Taft Public Works 
Director, who reviews monthly reports that include the quantity of flow and the treatment results. 
Additionally, Kern County reviews the WWTP operations monthly to ensure adequate service. 
 
Currently, there are only five residences and one business that are using septic tanks within the City. The 
City is phasing outdiscourages the use of these septic tanks, as there typically is insufficient land area for 
a proper septic system with appropriate leeching area. New private septic systems require the review 
and approval of the City’s Building Official and Kern County Environmental Health Division.  When sewer 
service is made available within 300 feet of a building using the a septic tank and the tank is no longer 
adequately servicing the building, the City would requires the user building to be connected to the 
sewer system. 
 
 
 
 

FIGURE 2.3 
Public Facilites 
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As stated in Section 2.2, the City of Taft and surrounding areas are expected to have a population 
growth rate of 1.23.3 percent annually, which means that the City can expect an additional 120 112 
households by 20092017. The City of Taft Director of Public Works has stated that at a 0.5 to 2 percent 
growth rate, the City will be able to provide adequate wastewater services for the next 15 years with no 
additional infrastructure needs. 
 
Sewer Rate Comparison 
 
Residential accounts are billed at a flat rate for sewer services. A residential sewer bill, which is 
dependent upon housing type, (e.g., apartments, mobile home, single-family) will either be (in 
20032014-2015) $16.5118.67 or $20.5725.32 per month. Commercial and industrial accounts are also 
billed at a flat rate.  The flat rate for a commercial/industrial water customer, which is dependent upon 
the type of business (e.g., beauty shop, school, restaurant), ranges from $20.5725.32 to over 
$102.8375.68 per month. The City also considers unit figures, such as a room total for motels, a student 
total for schools, a washer total for laundromats, and a stall total for self-serve car washes. There are 
currently no metered sewer accounts.  Table 2.F compares Taft's sewer rates to those of nearby 
jurisdictions. 
 

Table 2.F - Monthly Sewer Rates in 20032014-2015 

 Taft Shafter Bakersfield Delano 

Residential  – Single-family $20.5725.32 $21.60 – 22.40 $9.7517.08 $8.7525.52 

                     – Multi-family $16.5118.67 per 
unit 

$23.00 per unit $7.6712.81 per unit $8.75 unit$1.60/Tgal + 
$13.42 fixed charge 

Commercial and Industrial $20.5725.32 – 
over 102.8375.68 
Depending on 
business type 

$8.65 – 1,079.55 Depending on use 
$9.75-14.63$1.19 - 
$2.30 per cu. ft. 
Depending on use 

Calculated depending 
on use, a quantifier is 
multiplied by the 
service charge of 
$8.7513.42 

Sources: City of Taft Ordinance No. 799-13; City of Shafter Municipal Service Review July 2014; 
http://www.bakersfieldcity.us/cityservices/pubwrks/wastewater/revenue.html;  

 
 

2.4 LAW ENFORCEMENT 
 
The Taft Police Department is headquartered on Commerce Way adjacent to the Taft Community 
Correctional Facility, as shown in Figure 2.3. The department consists of the Police Chief, one 
Lieutenant, 3 sergeants and 8 patrol officers. In addition, there are 3 School Resource Officers, 5 
dDispatchers, 2 1 cCommunity sService oOfficers, 1 aAnimal cControl oOfficer, 1 Code Enforcement 
Officer, animal shelter technician, administrative secretary 1 Administrative Assistant to the Chief of 
Police, 3 reserve officers, and 11  2 volunteers. These personnel provide full-time 24-hour police 
coverage with a full-time dispatch center for police, fire and ambulance services.   The City has mutual 
aid agreements with the Kern County Sheriff’s Department, the Wasco State Prison, and the Wackenhut 
Federal Prison.  The County’s Sheriff’s Department has a station within Taft just north of the City at 315 
North Lincoln Street. 
 
The Police Department also administers a 460  600 bed Taft Modified Community Correctional Facility 
(MCCF) under contract with the State of California Department of Corrections to house State inmates. In 
2011, the CCF facility was closed due to the state AB 109 Prison Realignment bill, however, the facility 
was reopened in February 2014 as an MCCF. This correctional facility is staffed by a Facility Manager, 1 
police captain, 4 correction lieutenants, 1 police sergeant, 1 correctional captain, 5 correctional 

http://www.bakersfieldcity.us/cityservices/pubwrks/wastewater/revenue.html
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sergeants, 5 senior correctional officers and 46 40 correctional officers. This MCCF facility houses 
lowmid-level non-violent sex offenders with less than three years left on their sentence.  
 
The MCCF contains eight dormitories housing 64 inmates each in a two story configuration.  There is 
also a full medical section, Receiving and Releasing area, Kitchen, Dining room, Laundry, Canteen or 
Commissary, Library, Classrooms, Computer lab, Maintenance section, and offices both in the secure 
and non-secure areas. The facility includes a large Recreation yard with a basketball court, weights, an 
exercise area, and a handball court.  The administrative staff includes an Administrative 
Lieutenant/Program Manager, a Maintenance Supervisor, 6 Education/Program Instructors, 3 
Accounting staff, and Dental services. 
 
The Department's Mission Statement states:  
 
"The mission of the Taft Police Department is to protect and serve the citizens of the City of Taft by 
providing superior law enforcement service which includes the highest levels of patrol, investigative 
capabilities, and secure custody of prisoners. 
 
To strive for recognition as an outstanding, fiscally responsible law enforcement agency, maintaining 
excellence of performance in managing the range of services required to meet our responsibilities to the 
citizens of the City of Taft. 
 
Dedicated to achieve the highest possible community involvement in the team of Police and Citizens 
working together in solving the many problems that confront the citizens of the City of Taft today." 
 
The current rate of sworn officers to population based on the California Department of Finance's 
estimated 2003  2013 population of 8,978 8,911 is 1.33 1.46 officers per 1,000 residents. The Taft police 
department's goal is to maintain a minimum of 1.5 sworn officers per 1,000 residents. Hence, the 
department is currently slightly lower than its staffing goals. The Department states that response times 
average 4 minutes for Priority- I calls and 10 minutes for other calls. The response time goal is between 
3 and 6 minutes. The Police Chief checks the response times each month to ensure that the 
Department's goals are being reached. In addition to response times and the ratio of officers to 
population, the Chief utilizes crime rates to ensure that staffing levels are adequate. Table 2.G lists the 
number of calls the Department has received since 19962006. 
 

Table 2.G - Taft Police Service Calls 

Year Number of Calls 

19962006 4,6044,590 

19972007 4,7524,205 

19982008 4,3764,570 

19992009 4,1924,376 

20002010 4,6724,378 

20012011 5,0364,267 

20022012 5,0014,364 

20032013 5,3294,418 

 
In order to maintain an adequate fleet of police vehicles and equipment, the City budgets for one or two 
new police vehicles and related equipment per year. The construction of the police station was planned 
for the growth of the Department and can accommodate up to 30 officers. At this time the Department 
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employs 12  13 sworn officers. Hence, this facility is not expected to need expansion for at least 10 
years.  Additionally, this facility serves as the City's Emergency Operation Center. 
 
The operations of the Department are reviewed daily by the Police Chief, training records are reviewed 
by the California Commission on Peace Officer Standards & Training (POST), and the State of California 
reviews the correctional facility every two years. The Taft Police Department has received an award for 
outstanding training. Additionally, the Taft Community Correctional Facility has previously received 
California's highest rating possible for the last two years. Statewide, similar facilities other stations and 
correctional facilities often seek advice from the Chief about officer training, the facility, and also 
implementions of Taft Community Correctional FacilityMCCF Programs. Also, the findings of the 2003-
2004 Kern County Grand Jury state that the "City of Taft Police Department is considered to be one of 
the best Police Departments in the State." 
 
The Police Department has several agreements for shared facilities and services. These cooperative 
agreements help the Department provide additional services without needing additional funding. In 
addition to the mutual aid agreements, the City and County have a cooperative working agreement. 
County prisoners brought into custody near the City of Taft are booked in the City Police Station; in 
exchange the County provides a bailiff and transportation to court for the City prisoners. Unfortunately, 
the current class of inmate at the MCCF does not allow them to be used as maintenance workers for the 
City, County, animal shelter, or other agencies in the area. Another cooperative agreement allows the 
prisoners to provide maintenance services to the Cemetery District and the West Side Parks and 
Recreation District. The Police Department and the City have an agreement to utilize the prisoners in the 
correctional facility to perform work around the City. This arrangement provides very helpful cost 
savings for the City and the Police Department.  The prisoners, who are specifically selected for this 
work, assist the City by working in the animal shelter, the City's vehicle service center, and public works 
department. Also, they are the City's janitors for the public buildings and provide trail maintenance, 
among other duties. 
 
 

2.5 FIRE PROTECTION 
 
The City of Taft had operated its own Fire Department and station located at 801 Center Street.  In 2008, 
the City found that fire protection services would be more cost effective by contracting with the Kern 
County Fire Department.  The City has since leased out the City fire station property to the Bureau of 
Land Management for their fire protection services.  The Kern County Fire Department provides fire 
protection services for the City of Taft and surrounding unincorporated communities, approximately 400 
businesses, the Federal Prison, and the Taft Modified Community Correctional Facility.  
 
The Kern County Fire Department responds from Station 21 in Taft, which is located at 303 North 10th 
Street, as shown on Figure 2.3. This station, which has one engine, one ladder truck and a patrol, is 
staffed by six firefighters and a battalion chief, with a seventh firefighter ..  Station 21 is staffed 24 hours 
per day, with staffing configured around a three platoon system – A, B and C Shifts.  
 
The Station 21 crew, Battalion 2 and the Kern County Fire Department are full service institutions. Kern 
County Fire Department's comprehensive and multiple service capabilities provide City of Taft residents 
- permanent and transient, consistent protection from all types of emergency and exigent hazards. To 
this end, Kern County Fire Department professionals are: 
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“Committed to proudly serve in the safest, most professional and efficient manner; and actively 
participate in the Taft community, serve as role models, and continually seek ways to maximize 
resources, while preserving essential services.”  
 
Emergency services offered by Station 21 and the Kern County Fire Department include, but are not 
limited to: 
 

 Structure Firefighting 

 Wildland Firefighting 

 Vehicle Firefighting 

 Petro-Chem Firefighting and Hazardous Materials Mitigation 

 Vehicle Rescues 

 Emergency Medical Services (All personnel are EMTs, with some EMTPs) 

 Technical Rescue Operations 

 Disaster Preparedness and Resolution 
 
Additionally, the Department provides many special fire services to the community, which includes: 
 

 Weed abatement program; 

 Full fire prevention services that include fire code compliance, fire plan checks, and building and 
planning coordination; 

 Home fire safety inspections as requested; and 

 Fire investigation services. 
 
The Kern County Fire Department is a professional firefighting institution, which provides "all-risk" 
emergency and various hazard/threat mitigation services for the City of Taft. The Kern County Fire 
Department's mission-driven intent is to protect life and property by providing effective public 
education, fire prevention, and emergency services. In concert with this mission, the Kern County Fire 
Department furnishes the above mentioned educational, preventative and emergency assistance to the 
citizens of Taft. 
 
The City of Taft Fire Department provides fire protection services to the residential community, 
approximately 400 businesses, the Federal Prison, and the Taft Community Correctional Facility. 
Additionally, the Department provides and receives automatic and mutual aid from the Kern County Fire 
Department, which maintains Station 21 in Taft on 10th Street, as shown on Figure 2.3. This station has 
one engine, one ladder truck, and six personnel. Under terms of this agreement, Taft and Kern County 
Fire Department assist each other in emergencies within the City limits and in unincorporated areas 
around Taft.  The Taft Fire Department also assists Kern County in responding to emergencies in the City 
of Maricopa. 
 
The Taft Fire Department headquarters and the fire station are located on Center Street in Taft (Figure 
2.3). The Fire Department utilizes both paid and volunteer firefighters.  Currently, the Department has 7 
career personnel; 1 fire chief, 3 captains, 1 engineer, 2 full-time firefighters; 14 auxiliary firefighters, and 
14 paid call firefighters, including 1 paid call captain. All of the firefighters are trained at the Emergency 
Medical Technician (EMT) 1 level.  The Department's equipment includes: 2 frontline triple combination 
pumpers, 2 frontline patrol units, and one command vehicle for the Fire Chief. The Department has 
three shifts, each with different responsibilities as indicated below. A minimum of two full time 
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personnel are on duty 24 hours per day. Full-time staff is augmented by auxiliary and paid call 
personnel.  Typical on-duty staffing is 4 personnel. 
 

Shift A: Disaster preparedness, training, department safety, communications equipment, EMS 
support, and records and reports. 
  

Shift B: Fire Prevention Program, plan check/code compliance, fire safety education, fire 
investigation, planning and building liaison, and department records. 
 

Shift C: Operations, apparatus, support services, technology, hydrants and hoses, and budget. 
 
Additionally, the Department provides many special fire services to the community, which include: 
 

• A Citywide weed abatement program; 
• Full fire prevention services that include fire code compliance, fire plan checks, and building and 

planning coordination; 
• EMT level emergency responses in coordination with paramedic services provided by Hall 

Ambulance; 
• Disaster preparedness program; 
• Maintenance and repair of the City's fire main water system; 
• Home fire safety inspections as requested; and 
• All personnel are annually involved in fire safety education programs that include service club 

presentations and junior firefighter programs at local schools. 
 
The Taft City Fire Department's response time standard is under 5 minutes for medical aid calls within 
the City limits; under 6 minutes for structure fire responses within the City limits 80 percent of the time; 
and 10 minutes for non-emergency responses 80 percent of the time. Water pressure in the City ranges 
from about 30 to 64 pounds per square inch, which is considered to be sufficient for firefighting needs. 
The Insurance Service Office (ISO) rating for Taft is presently at 5. Areas immediately outside the City 
limits have a rating of 6, ranging to 8 and 9 further from the City. 
 
Providing services within the City limits provides various challenges to the Department.  The commercial 
areas of Taft are divided into older traditional construction and newer modern construction.  The older 
areas dominate the downtown, while the newer areas are on the outskirts.  The newer commercial 
construction is mostly protected by automatic fire protection systems, while the older areas are not.  
Residential dwellings are typical Type V non-rated construction.  Nonreinforced masonry construction is 
typical in residential structures throughout the City.  The highest floor space is three stories above street 
level.  Any Fire Department emergency activities above the second story roof level require assistance 
from Kern County Fire Department's ladder truck. 
 
Per the Fire Chief, all of the Fire Department's facilities are being utilized to their maximum capacity. The 
Department does not have any arrangements for sharing facilities with other agencies, nor are there any 
forecast plans to do so. Currently, the Department is investigating utilizing the Kern County Fire 
Department for maintenance of the new fire engine. Because the maximum capacities of the 
Department's resources are being utilized, the Fire Chief expects very limited opportunities for sharing 
beyond current resource sharing. 
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The Department determines facility, equipment, and staffing needs by emergency response profile 
assessments, which are done annually. Service needs are forecast based on the type of development 
proposed. For example, residential commercial and industrial developments will have different needs. 
Currently, there are no specific land use plans that would require adjusting service levels. Therefore, no 
plans exist for the expansion of the Taft Fire Department or its facilities.  However, should the need 
arise, the procurement of land, construction of facilities, and purchase of equipment will be funded 
through developer fees. 
 
The operations of the Department are evaluated by Mr. Bernard F. Heimos, who has been retained by 
the City of Taft as Interim Fire Chief. Chief Heimos' s responsibilities include managing and evaluating 
the Department and providing recommendations for meeting fire service needs of the City. 
 
Within its history the Taft Fire Department has accomplished noteworthy achievements.  Most recently, 
the Department provided frontline apparatus and 60 percent of its work force for over ten days in the 
fall of 2003, as a part of the strike teams battling Southern California's wildfires. The Department has 
also received letters of recognition from some of the municipalities and their labor groups. 
 
 

2.6 SOLID WASTE 
 
The collection of solid waste, green waste, and recyclable materials are services that are provided to the 
City of Taft by Westside Waste Management, which is under contract/franchise to the City. Westside 
Waste Management has been providing services to the City since July 1, 1995. The current contract with 
the City expires on June 30, 20062016. Westside collects solid waste twice per week from all residences 
and as needed from commercial facilities. Also, each resident is provided an on­ demandthe collection 
of bulky items that are placed in the alley twice per yearonce per week at no additional cost. Additional 
requests for the collection of bulky items will be accommodated for $25.00 or less. Westside is also 
required to patrol alleys within the City at least once every two weeks to collect accumulated refuse and 
debris, including green waste and bulky items. 
 
Over 99 percent of the solid waste that is collected within the City is hauled to the Taft Landfill, which is 
operated by the Kern County Waste Management Department and is located about 4 miles north of the 
City at 13351 Elk Hills Road, as shown in Figure 2.3. The facility is a Class III landfill, which means a 
landfill that accepts non-hazardous resources such as household, commercial, and industrial waste, 
resulting from construction, remodeling, repair, and demolition operations. The Taft Landfill is currently 
permitted to accept 419 800 tons per day of refuse and the estimated closure date is January August of 
20402076. 
 
The City of Taft reached a solid waste peak of 5,715.0 tons in the 2006 and 2007 calendar years.  In the 
2002-20032013 fiscal year, the City of Taft disposed of 5,301.25,040.0 tons of solid waste, which is an 
approximate 12% reduction from 2007. Compared to the previous eight seven years, the disposal 
demand in the 2002-20032013 fiscal year was the greatestbelow normal. However, the lowest total of 
solid waste occurred in 2001-20022012, which was 5,051.94,928.5 tons. This is a difference of 5 percent. 
As shown in Table 2.H. the solid waste demand has been relatively consistenton a steady decline for the 
last eight years. Within the City, 63.9 percent of the solid waste generated in 2003 was from residential 
land uses, which dominate the City. 
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Diversion rates are defined as the percentage of total solid waste that a jurisdiction diverted from being 
disposed in landfills through reduction, reuse, recycling programs, and composting programs. In 
February 2002, the The California Integrated Waste Management Board (CIWMB) adopted a diversion 
rate of 50 percent for the year 2000 and beyond. Per the CIWMB, the City of Taft has far exceeded the 
goal and reached a 73 75 percent diversion rate in 20022012, which is the most recent data posted.  The 
City is required to continue to demonstrate compliance through annual reporting directly to CIWMB. 
 

Table 2.H - City of Taft Solid Waste Disposal Demand 

Year Tons Monthly Total Tons Annually 

19962006 398.5 5,089.15,715.0 

19972007 420.0 5,053.25,715.0 

19982008 464.4 5,194.95,505.8 

19992009 463.7 5,221.55,300.0 

20002010 455.6 5,298.85,256..6 

20012011 431.2 5,120.55,224.5 

20022012 413.7 5,051.94,928.5 

20032013 472.6 5,301.25,040.0 
Source: Westside Waste Management, July 2003August 2014 

 
The solid waste disposal generation factor is 1.75 tons per year per household (based on a household 
size of 2.5 persons). This equates to 1,400 pounds per person per year (per Kern County Waste 
Management). Waste generation factors for industrial facilities vary with the use of the facility; 
however, an average disposal generation factor would be one square foot equals 3 pounds of solid 
waste per year. 
 
As shown in Section 2.2, the estimated number of residents, within Taft in 2009 2017 is expected to be 
approximately 9,62610,107. This would mean that approximately 6,738.27,074.9 tons (in 20092017) of 
solid waste would be generated and disposed of yearly by the residential population.  Additionally, any 
commercial or industrial development that would occur prior to 2009 2017 would generate additional 
disposal demands. Currently, there are no proposals for commercial or industrial developments withina 
new 63-room hotel and a 2,200 square foot fast food restaurant will complete construction within the 
next year Taft that would may contribute significantly to the demand for solid waste disposal services.  
However, increasing diversion requirements by the state may reduce such impacts. 
 
Solid Waste Facility Supply and Demand 
 
The ability to dispose of solid waste for the City of Taft is tied to available landfill capacity and the 
compliance with CIWMB diversion rate of 50 percent. Table 2.I shows the increased demand by the City 
on solid waste services in 20092017, which is the planning horizon for this Municipal Services Review. 
Table 2.I also demonstrates the long-term disposal capacity of the Taft Landfill. As shown, the capacity 
of the landfill was planned to accommodate future solid waste disposal needs for the region through 
20402076.  Since the projected growth rates are expected to be less than what occurred in the 1990s, 
and further state mandated diversion and recycling requirements, the capacity of the landfill will be able 
to meet the future needs of the community. 
 

Table 2.I - Solid Waste Capacity and Demand 

 Taft Sanitary Landfill 

Remaining Capacity as of June 21, 2001January 2014 6,679,4334,337,461 tons 

Estimated Closure Date 1/1/2040August 2076 
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Currently permitted to accept 419800.00 Tons/day 

Taft Disposal (20032013) 5,301.25,040.0 Tons 

Projected Taft Disposal (in 20092017) 6,738.27,074.9 
Source: Kern County Waste Management Department, 20032014. 

 
Solid Waste Rate Comparison 
 
The City of Taft bases its refuse rates by either the type of residence (e.g., single-family, multifamily) or 
by number of refuse cans and the number of pick-ups per week for commercial and industrial 
customers. In 2013, the City of Taft established new sewer rates, with rates incrementally increasing 
from fiscal year 2013-14 to 2017-18. Table 2.J compares Taft's solid waste rates and those of nearby 
jurisdictions within Kern County for the 2013-14 fiscal year. 
 

Table 2.J - Monthly Solid Waste Rates in 2013-14 

 Taft Shafter Bakersfield Delano 

Residential $11.83-13.2014.35 – 
28.93 

$8.90 – 16.7513.15 
– 24.75 

$10.86 – 12.0013.66 
– 15.11 

$9.0511.57 

Commercial and 
Industrial 

$34.65 x number of 
300 gallon cans x 
number of weekly 

pickups 60.64 

$8.00 – 191.6011.82 
– 283.15 

$66.76 – 
448.5418.43 – 

747.06 

$13.96 + $6.98 –  
 $41.88 per pick-up 

9.05 – 162.90 

1 Up to 3 cubic yards 

 
 

2.7 STORMWATER DRAINAGE 
 
Taft lies next to the rolling foothills of the Temblor Range of the Sierra Madre Mountains at elevations 
ranging from 900 to 1,200 feet above sea level.  The average rainfall is 7.265.39 inches. Within the City 
of Taft there are a few major drainage improvements; there are no major drains serving the urban core 
and no drainage sumps in the City of Taft. Runoff is generally conveyed in streets, open swales, and 
natural channels. Throughout the City there are a number of graded swales along roadways that act to 
intercept and convey runoff. The two major creeks that run through the City (Sandy Creek and Enault 
Wash) are unimproved, except at road crossings, and where bridges and culverts have been 
constructed. Sandy Creek flows from the west edge of the City in a sweeping crescent path along the 
north City boundary to the east edge of town. Enault Wash runs in the same direction and is located to 
the south of Sandy Creek. As shown in Figure 2.3, there are several areas within the City and its sphere 
that are within 100- and 500-year flood zones. Generally, these flood zones are adjacent to the creeks 
and natural channels. 
 
The City of Taft completed a Master Grading/Drainage Plan in March of 2002. The primary purpose of 
this plan is to formulate a plan for controlling stormwater runoff. The goal of the plan is to facilitate 
orderly development within the City and promote the efficient use of City resources in addressing 
stormwater needs. The overall theme of the Plan is for as much stormwater runoff as possible to be 
routed by a combination of storm drains, open channels, culverts, and streets to the existing creeks. The 
existing and proposed drainage facilities were designed to carry peak runoff flows anticipated from a 10-
year frequency storm. Storm events of a greater magnitude can also be accommodated through the 
overflow provisions provided for the drainage facilities. 
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At the time of the writing of this Municipal Service Review, the City has proposed two major drainage 
improvements. The first project is the improvement of Sandy Creek. Sandy Creek directly collects and 
conveys runoff from most of the City.  The proposed improvements would maintain the creek's 
conveyance integrity. One approach the City is considering to improve the facility is the use of concrete 
lining for erosion control.  A less expensive approach is to use rock protection. 
 
The second drainage project needed in the City is to improve the channel that runs through the bike 
path. The existing channel is not improved and there have been times that overflows have flooded 
adjacent properties. The Master Grading/Drainage Plan recommends that the existing channel be 
graded and grass lined so that it can blend with the existing adjacent open space. The Master Plan states 
that at a minimum, the existing channel should be improved to accommodate runoff produced from a 
25-year return period. 
 
Additional recommendations contained within the Master Plan include establishing a routine drainage 
maintenance schedule. Currently, drainage channels are cleaned every fall and all street drains are 
cleared after any sizeable rain event. Since the intent of the Master Grading/Drainage Plan is to provide 
an adequate means of removing storm runoff from the City, thereby preventing flood damage, the 
facilities designed to remove the runoff must be able to function to their intended capacity for the 
whole system to work efficiently. The capacities of facilities, which are clogged with trash and debris or 
even partially filled with silt and mud, are drastically reduced, causing a potential flood hazard. The 
routine maintenance schedule will greatly enhance the effectiveness of the City's existing and proposed 
drainage facilities. Also, the Master Plan recommends recommended the establishment of a Planned 
Drainage Area and to levy a drainage fee. The drainage fee could be collected along with other already 
established fees, such as the sewer connection fee, as a part of the parcel or tract map procedure. 
 
The City of Taft is also affected by the lack of flood protection within Taft Heights (an unincorporated 
area adjacent to the City).  In the past, overflows and floods in Taft Heights have impacted the City of 
Taft, due to the lack of drainage facilities.  Because stormwater is not managed in Taft Heights, flooding 
has occurred south of the City.  However, because Taft Heights is beyond the City limits, Taft's obligation 
and authority to make improvements in this area are limited.  The ultimate solution to resolve Taft 
Height's flooding hazards would be to construct new and improve natural drainage facilities to convey 
storm flows either by street or underground pipe to the nearby creeks, which would prevent runoff 
flows from entering the City of Taft. 
 

2.8 ROADS AND CIRCULATION 
 
State Highways 
 
Two State highways currently exist within the City of Taft:  State Highways 33 and 119. State Highway 
119 runs north-south and Highway 33 runs east-west through Taft. Each of these facilities provides 
interregional travel to and from the City. 
 
The City of Taft required the use of Level of Service methodologies presented in the Highway Capacity 
Manual for quantification of traffic operations on all City facilities. The City has adopted LOS "C" as the 
level of service threshold standard for traffic operations on City facilities in general. For special cases 
where cost of improvements and/or other considerations as determined by the City, LOS "D" may be 
used as an acceptable standard upon obtaining a recommendation from the City Traffic Engineer and 
upon approval from the City Council. 
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The existing conditions traffic operations (2000 2008) and anticipated future (2020 2035) conditions are 
shown in Tables 2.K and 2.L.  As indicated in Table 2.K, all roadway segments are currently operating at a 
Level of Service (LOS) "CA" or better.  Also, as indicated in Table 2.L, in 2020 2035 all roadway segments 
are projected to operate at LOS "C" or better, with the exception of State Highway 33 west of 10th 
Street. However, if this segment of roadway is widened to four lanes, it will operate at LOS “A" 
conditions. 
 
The City of Taft completed a Pavement Management System (PMS) in February of 2003. This document 
is was designed to coordinate and manage the planning, design, construction, maintenance, scheduling, 
evaluation, and research associated with roadway improvement projects. One of the key elements of 
the PMS is the evaluation of the most cost-effective maintenance, including when it should be 
scheduled, to optimize the expenditure of available funds. As indicated in the PMS, roads represent a 
large investment of public funds and the protection of this investment through proper maintenance is 
crucial. The proper maintenance of pavement can significantly improve performance and lifespan of the 
roadway. The City's PMS details the existing condition of the roadways within Taft, what maintenance or 
repairs are recommended, and an estimate of the cost of the work. 
 

Table 2.K - Existing Roadway Segment Traffic Operations Roadway Level of Service – Existing 
Conditions, 2000 2008 

Roadway From To Type of Road ADT
1
 LOS

2
 

State Highway 33 West of 10
th

 Street 
Midway Road 

10
th

 Street 24-lane State Highway 10,400 
13,800 

C A 

State Highway 33 10
th

 Street 6
th

 Street 4-lane State Highway 10,600 
13,000 

A 

State Highway 33 6
th

 Street 2
nd

  1
st

 Street 4-lane State Highway 10,300 
9,400 

A 

State Highway 33 2
nd

  1
st

 Street Gardner Field Road 
State Highway 119 

2-lane State Highway 5,600 
5,800 

A 

State Highway 119 Gardner Field Road 
State Highway 33 

Airport Road East 
Kern Street 

2-lane State Highway 4,250 
5,400 

A 

State Highway 119 Airport Road East Kern 
Street 

E. Calvin Street 
Second Street 

2-lane State Highway 5,800 
5,900 

A 

State Highway 119 E. Calvin Street Second 
Street 

Cedar Street 
Harrison Street 

2-lane State Highway 6,800 
7,300 

A 

10
th

 Street San Emidio Street Ash 
Street 

State Highway 33 4-lane arterial 6,580 
9,700 

A 

10
th

 Street Ash 
Street 

State Highway 33 10
th

 
Street 

Main Street 6
th

 
Street 

4-lane arterial2-lane 
collector 

9,030 
2,532 

A 

6
th

 Street Ash 
Street 

San Emidio Street 6
th

 
Street 

State Highway 33 
119 

4-lane arterial 2-lane 
collector 

8,020 
1,300 

A 

6
th

 Street State Highway 33 Main Street 4-lane arterial 1,760 A 

2
nd

 Street San Emidio Street State Highway 33 2-lane collector 940 A 

2
nd

 Street State Highway 33 Main Street 2-lane collector 1,810 A 

Main Street 10
th

 Street 6
th

 Street 2-lane collector 1,410 A 

Main Street 6
th

 Street 2
nd

 Street 2-lane collector 1,520 A 
1 Average Daily Traffic Volume 
2 Level of Service 
Source: City of Taft Draft Circulation Element, 2/7/03 City of Taft General Plan Draft Environmental Impact Report, July 2009 
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Table 2.L - Year 2020 Roadway Segment Traffic Operations Roadway Level of Service – Proposed 

General Plan Year 2035 Conditions 

Roadway From To Type of Road ADT
1
 LOS

2
 

State Highway 33 West of 10
th

 Street 
Midway Road 

10
th

 Street 24-lane State Highway 15,200 
22,600 

F A 

State Highway 33 10
th

 Street 6
th

 Street 4-lane State Highway 15,500 
23,400 

A 

State Highway 33 6
th

 Street 2
nd

  1
st

 Street 4-lane State Highway 16,670 
19,000 

A 

State Highway 33 2
nd

  1
st

 Street Gardner Field Road 
State Highway 119 

2-lane State Highway 10,130 
9,100 

C A 

State Highway 119 Gardner Field Road 
State Highway 33 

Airport Road East 
Kern Street 

2 4-lane State Highway 5,920 
21,200 

A 

State Highway 119 Airport Road East Kern 
Street 

E. Calvin Street 
Second Street 

24-lane State Highway 8,120 
17,400 

A 

State Highway 119 E. Calvin Street Second 
Street 

Cedar Street 
Harrison Street 

24-lane State Highway 9,520 
19,100 

A 

10
th

 Street San Emidio Street Ash 
Street 

State Highway 33 4-lane arterial 15,300 
28,500 

A C 

10
th

 Street Ash 
Street 

State Highway 33 10
th

 
Street 

Main Street 6
th

 
Street 

4-lane arterial 2-lane 
collector 

13,740 
5,500 

A 

6
th

 Street Ash 
Street 

San Emidio Street 6
th

 
Street 

State Highway 33 
119 

4-lane arterial 2-lane 
collector 

12,210 
8,300 

A 

6
th

 Street State Highway 33 Main Street 4-lane arterial 4,630 A 

2
nd

 Street San Emidio Street State Highway 33 2-lane collector 2,290 A 

2
nd

 Street State Highway 33 Main Street 2-lane collector 4,600 A 

Main Street 10
th

 Street 6
th

 Street 2-lane collector 2,700 A 

Main Street 6
th

 Street 2
nd

 Street 2-lane collector 4,110 A 
1 Average Daily Traffic Volume 
2 Level of Service 
Source: City of Taft Draft Circulation Element. 217/03 City of Taft General Plan Draft Environmental Impact Report, July 2009 

 
Parking 
 
Parking within the City and downtown area is accommodated by off-street lots and spaces provided by 
commercial, residential, and industrial land uses. Public parking is provided by on-street spaces and at 
municipal parking lots along Center, Main, and North Streets. The demand for parking is dependent 
upon the traffic generated by each land use, including seasonal variations, and is regulated by the 
parking regulations identified within the City of Taft Zoning Ordinance. 
 
Truck Routes 
 
State Highways 33 (north-south) and 119 (east-west) are truck routes in addition to the arterial streets 
in through and around Taft. Additionally, the Caltrans Truck Network designates State Highway 33 and 
State Highway 119 as Terminal Access Routes. 
 
Bicycle Facilities 
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The Taft area is very conducive to bicycle transportation. The weather is nearly frost-free and, from mid-
April through mid-October, sunny, dry, and warm conditions become almost monotonous. The only 
existing bicycle facility is a small segment of Class I bicycle/pedestrian way along a stretch of the Sunset 
Railway alignment from approximately one-half (1/2) mile west of Hillard Street to Second Street that 
has been developed as a Rails­to-Trails project. An extension Extensions of this facility has been funded, 
which will develop a trail along the west side of Hillard between the trail and “A” Street Park, and an 
additional segment from Second Street eastward to Highway 33 near the West Kern Oil Museum the 
path from Hillard Street west Y2 mile. The 2001 Kern County Bicycle Facilities Plan2009 Kern County – 
City of Taft Bikeways and Pedestrian Trails Map has several planned routes within the City. These routes 
are listed below and shown on Figure 2.3. 
 
Proposed Bicycle Facilities: 
 
Looped Routes 

- 25 Hill Road 
- Rails-to-Trails and Sandy Creek Trail 

 
East- West Routes 

- San Emidio Street from Highway 119 to Hillard Street/Highway 33 
- Rails-to-Trails from Petroleum Club Road to Sandy Creek 
- Wood Street from Highway 33 to Shatuck Avenue 
- Wood   Street from 10th Street to General Petroleum Street 
- Petroleum Club Road from General Petroleum Street to city limits 
- Pico Street from 10th Street to Lierly A venue 
- A Street from Hillard Avenue to 10th Street 
- Hope Street from 10th Street to 6th Street 
- Supply Row from 6th Street to 2nd Street 
- Main Street from 6th Street to 7th Street 
- Center Street from 2nd Street to 1st Street 
- Kern Street from 6th Street to 1st Street 
- Kern Street from 1st Street to Highway 119 
- Airport Road from Highway 119 to Airport Terminal 
- San Emidio Street from cul-de-sac to 7th Street 
- Ash Street from 10th Street to Emmons Park Drive 
- Finaley Drive from 6th Street to 4th Street 
- Calvin Street from 4th Street to 1st Street 
- Emmons Park Drive from Ash Street to 6th Street 
- Perimeter of Ford City Park 

 
North-South Routes 

- Hillard Street/Harding Avenue from Rails-to-Trails to city limits 
- 6th Street/Harrison Street from Rails-to-Trails to Grevillea Street 
- 4th Street/Asher Avenue from Rails-to-Trails to Wood Street 
- Williams Way along Highway 119 from Sandy Creek to Main Street 
10th Street from 25 Hill Road to "A" Street 
- 6th Street from Pico Street to Ash Street 
- Harrison Street from Ashe to Grevillea 
- 7th Street from Main Street to Emmons Park Drive 
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- 4th Street from Calvin to Finely Drive 
 
Transit 
 
Taft Area Transit (TAT) offers dial-a-ride services. The services are demand oriented without scheduled 
or fixed stops.  It is operated on a first come first serve basis, 5 days a week between 7:15 a.m. and 8:15 
p.m. The service provides door-to-door service in the greater Taft area including Taft, Taft Heights, Ford 
City, and South Taft. Table 2.M below provides dial-a-ride ridership information. As indicated, this 
service provides transit to an average of 244.79 passengers per day and the average passenger fare is 
$1.08. 
 
Taft Area Transit (TAT) provides three fixed route transit lines with Taft Routes 1 and 2, Maricopa-Taft 
Route; and a Dial-A-Ride service throughout the City of Taft.  Taft Route 1 runs a clockwise loop along 
Olive Street, Wood Street, and travel as far north as Ash Street.  Stops along Route 1 include Taft 
College, K-Mart, Albertsons, Historic Fort, Taft High School, 5th Street Plaza, and K-Mart.  Taft Route 2 
runs in a counter-clockwise loop as far north as Grevillea Street and as south as Kern Street; with stops 
near Lincoln Junior High, Taft College, County Administrative Service Building, Jefferson Elementary, K-
Mart, Albertsons, Historic Fort, Taft City Hall, and Taft High. 
 
The Maricopa - Taft Route runs three trips per day (Monday – Friday, closed on weekends) throughout 
the cities of Taft and Maricopa with stops near Taft High School, Taft College, Historic Fort, Albertsons 
Plaza, Maricopa Post Office, Maricopa High School, and Maricopa City Hall.  The two fixed routes 
generally run Monday through Friday 7:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m., 8:00 a.m. through 4:00 p.m. on weekends, 
and closed on most major holidays. 
 
TAT offers curb-to-curb Dial-A-Ride service to ADA-certified patrons and to seniors (60+ years). Dial-A-
Ride is a reservation-based, shared-ride service that mirrors the service area and hours of the fixed-
route service. Dial-A-Ride service is limited to city of Taft and does not travel into Maricopa.  Table 2.M 
below provides a performance summary of the Dial-a-Ride and Fixed Route Services for 2013-2014. 
 
Table 2.M - Taft Area Transit and Dial-a-Ride and Fixed Route Services July 20022013 - June 20032014 

 TotalDial-a-
Ride 

Fixed Route  Dial-a-Ride TotalFixed Route 

Hours of Operation 7,881.16,466 4,920 Cost Per Passenger $16.25 $6.96$17.94 

Miles Driven 87,31467,099 63,808 Cost Per Service Hour $63.98 $54.91$64.16 

Total Passengers 62,17725,449 17,596 Passengers Per Mile 0.38 0.710.28 

Fares Received $67,134.35 
$21,388.13 

$12,661.01 Passengers Per Hour 3.94 7.893.58 

Total Operation 
Costs 

$432,765.29 
$413,672.47 

$315,671.77 Service Hour Per 
Employee 

 166.82 2,000.00166.67 

Fare Box Return 15.5% 5.17% 4.01% Cost Per Mile $6.17 $4.96$4.95 

Total Days of 
Service 

254 353 353 Average Passenger 
Fare 

$0.84 $1.08$0.72 

Total Number of 
Drivers 

1003  Average Passengers 
Per Week 

489.40 1,195.71338.38 

Total Number of 
Employees

1
Drivers

1
 

3.94055 3.23 2.46 Average Passengers 
Per Day 

72.09 244.7949.85 

   No. of Wheelchair 
Lifts 

1,294 808132 
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   No. of Road Calls 0 160 

   Accidents 0 20 

   No Shows 23 7680 
1 Full-time equivalent monthly average 

 
2.9 PARKS AND RECREATION 
 
Park and recreation facilities that serve the City of Taft are provided by three entities: City of Taft, the 
County of Kern, and by the West Side Recreation and Park District. A summary of park and recreation 
facilities is provided in Table 2.N. 
 
City of Taft Facilities 
 
Most of the City's park and recreation facilities and services are provided by the West Side Park and 
Recreation District or the County of Kern. However, the City does own and maintain three facilities. 
These facilities include the Civic Center Park located at 209 E. Kern Street and a downtown mini­park 
located at 412 Center Street. The City also owns and maintains "Rails to Trails", which is an 
approximately one and one-half (1 ½) mile walking and bicycling path located between 2nd Street and 
one-half mile west of Hillard Street.  These facilities are shown in Figure 2.3. 
 

Table 2.N - Park and Recreation Facilities that Serve the City of Taft 

Facility Agency Description 

Buena Vista Aquatic Recreational 
Area 

County of Kern Regional Park – 1,585 acres – 12 
miles away from Taft 

Tehachapi Mountain Park County of Kern Regional Park – 490 acres – 8 miles 
away from Tehachapi 

Blanco Little League Complex County of Kern Neighborhood park within Taft – 6 
acres 

Taft Heights Park County of Kern Neighborhood park within Taft – 7 
acres 

Taft Veterans Building County of Kern Recreation facility within Taft 

Ford City Park County of Kern Neighborhood park in Ford City – 4 
acres 

Civic Center Park City of Taft Neighborhood park within Taft 

Mini Park City of Taft Neighborhood park within Taft 

Rails to Trails City of Taft One and one-half mile path within 
Taft 

Taft Community Center West Side Rec and Park District Recreation/conference facility in 
Taft 

Community Center Park West Side Rec and Park District Neighborhood Park within Taft – 4 
acres 

Fitness Center Recreation Center West Side Rec and Park District Recreation facility in Taft 

‘A’ Street Park West Side Rec and Park District Neighborhood park within Taft – 7 
acres 

Franklin Field Recreation Complex West Side Rec and Park District Community park and recreation 
complex – 27 acres – in Taft 

Mil Potrero Park West Side Rec and Park District Community park – 47 acres- 40 
miles south of Taft 

West Side Mountain Park West Side Rec and Park District Regional park – 200 acres – 40 miles 
south of Taft 
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The Walter Glenn Natatorium West Side Rec and Park District Swimming pool facility in Taft 

The Skate Escape West Side Rec and Park District Roller-skating and inline skating 
facility – in Taft 

Skate Park West Side Rec and Park District Skate boarding facility – in Taft 

 
Kern County Facilities 
 
There is one regional park operated by Kern County, which is located near the City of Taft. The Buena 
Vista Aquatic Recreational Area is approximately 2 miles southwest of Bakersfield and 12 miles 
northeast of Taft. Buena Vista is a man-made site, completed in April 1973, when it took 43 days to fill 
both Lake Evans and the much larger Lake Webb with over 2,300,000,000 gallons of water. There are 
many recreational activities offered at this facility.  These activities include: boating, jet skiing, fishing, 
camping, picnicking, and bicycling. There are also many amenities at the recreational area. For example, 
there are several installations of children's play equipment, two concession buildings, three covered 
picnic areas reserved for large groups (400 capacity) or small groups (100 capacity), numerous other 
picnic spots throughout the park, three boat launching sites, and an RV dump station. 
 
There are also several smaller neighborhood or community parks and recreation facilities that are in or 
adjacent to the City of Taft that are provided by the County of Kern. These facilities include: Ford City 
Park, Blanco Little League Complex, Taft Heights Park, and Taft Veterans Memorial Building. The details 
of these facilities are listed below. 
 

• Blanco Little League Complex - Cedar Street, near Taft Highway in the City of Taft.   
Amenities include: Four little league baseball diamonds, two softball diamonds, concession 
stands, announcer booths, restrooms, picnic shelter. 

 
• Taft Heights Park - A Street and Hillard Street in the City of Taft.  

Amenities include: Barbeques, picnic areas, children's playground. 
 
• Ford City Park- Date and Polk Streets in Ford City, adjacent to the City of Taft.   

Amenities include: Barbeques, picnic areas, restrooms, children's playground. 
 
• Taft Veterans Building - 218 Taylor Street in Ford City, adjacent to the City of Taft.   

Amenities include: Two meeting rooms and a kitchen.  Seats 575 for assembly, 275 for banquets. 
 
West Side Recreation and Park District 
 
The West Side Recreation and Park District (WSR&PD) was established by a local election in November 
1947, and by a joint resolution of the County Board of Supervisors and the Taft City Council. The District 
is headquartered in Taft and serves an area of about 407 square miles in western Kern County. 
 
The District has adopted a mission statement, which states: "The purpose of the West Side Recreation 
and Park district is to provide a well-rounded, wholesome program of leisure time activities for people 
residing in the District. This may be accomplished by acquisition and development of park and 
recreation center areas, the development of supervised programs, construction and management of 
recreation facilities, and cooperative efforts with other agencies in the areas in which they provide like 
services." 
 



KERN COUNTY LAFCO  MUNICIPAL SERVICE REVIEW 
MAY 2004 OCTOBER 2014  2.0 THE CITY OF TAFT 

 

 

  2-26 

The District operates many different facilities and recreational programs. In 2002-20032012-2013 the 
District offered over 60 different activities and programs. Also, during this time over 23,000 people used 
the Community Center buildings, 35,000 people used the Recreation Center, and approximately 1,700 
people used reserved pavilions at the Franklin Field Complex and "A" Street Park. The District's facilities, 
programs, and activities are described below and shown on Figure 2.3. 
 

The Taft Community Center is located at 500 Cascade Place in the City of Taft.  The facility is 
available to the public on a rental basis. Organizations, groups and individuals are welcome to use 
the facilities for meetings and other gatherings. Available areas include the assembly room, 
auditorium, kitchen, and conference room and arts and craft (preschool) room. Many of the 
activities that are offered by the WSR&PD are held at the Community Center. 

 
The Fitness Center. The Fitness Center, located at 300 Main Street in the City of Taft, is a family-
oriented facility with many activities and amenities, including machine weights, free weights, 
treadmill, Stairmaster, basketball court, racquetball court, billiards, ping pong, foosball, board 
games, big screen TV, and shower and restroom facilities.  The basketball court is available on a first-
come, first-serve drop-in basis during open hours for informal games. A racquetball court has 
recently been added to the Fitness Center. The court is available for use during normal Fitness 
Center hours. The Fitness Center is also available for private rentals. 

 
The Recreation Center.  The Recreation Center, located at 500 Cascade Place, Building D, in the City 
of Taft, is a family-oriented 21,000 square foot facility with many activities and amenities.  The 
Recreation Center includes a full-sized gymnasium, weight room, 4-land bowling alley, and pre-
school classroom, and include activities such as basketball, volleyball, and a batting cage. 
 
"A" Street Park is a seven-acre park located on the corner of "A" Street and Hillard Street in the City 
of Taft, across from Parkview School. The park is fully accessible and has two covered pavilions, 
lighted basketball courts, two practice baseball diamonds, off-street parking, restroom facilities, and 
a new playground. The pavilions and practice diamonds are available on a first-come, first-serve 
basis unless advance reservations have been made. Both pavilions are covered and have available 
electricity, lights, water, barbecue grills, and seating for 20. 

 
Franklin Field Recreation Complex is located between Cedar and Ash Streets off Highway 119 
adjacent to Taft. This 27-acre park includes three four lighted softball diamonds, a BMX/Motocross 
trackhorseshoe pits, several picnic sites with barbecues, two new playground areas, 18-hole disc golf 
course, three group picnic pavilions, a 400 space capacity parking lot, over 300 shade trees, two 
restroom facilities and a concession building. The complex is used for softball leagues and 
tournaments, instructional baseball and soccer, and special events. The softball diamonds and picnic 
pavilions are available on a first-come, first-serve basis unless advance reservations have been 
made. Pavilion #1 has water, electricity, lights, barbecue grills, and seating for 130. Pavilion #2 has 
water, barbecue grills, lights, and seating for 90. Pavilion #3 has water, a barbecue grill and seating 
for 45. The BMX track is ABA built and sanctioned with first class amenities and stadium-style 
bleachers. 

 
Mil Potrero Park is located 40 miles south of Taft at the foot of Mt. Abel at an elevation of 5,500 
feet. There is over 47 acres of forest land; and lodging includes over 40 camping sites and a rental 
cabin. The park has clean restrooms, hot showers, a lodge with full kitchen, horse corrals, horseshoe 
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pit volleyball court, and playground. There is a fire ring, barbecue pit and picnic table at each 
campsite. The rental cabin has four bedrooms and is fully furnished. 

 
West Side Mountain Park was established in 1938. It covers 200 acres of land and is located 3 miles 
north of Pine Mountain Club on Mt. Abel. Elevation ranges from 5,600 - 7,200 feet. Forest, four 
seasonal weather, natural spring water, hiking and much more make this area an ideal recreation 
park year round. There is a cabin and Camp Condor group camping facility available for rent at Mt. 
Abel. The Camp Condor group camping facility includes ten camper cabins, swimming pool, shower 
house, craft lodge, infirmary, staff quarters, administrations cabin, cook's cabin, and mess hall.  The 
Camper cabins each sleep 12 people, is heated, and each cabin has two entrances. The swimming 
pool can be used for the three months of summer that camp is in session. Camp Condor is only 
available to rent during the months of May and September, depending on weather conditions. 

 
During the months of June through August, Camp Condor is used by the West Side Children's Camp 
Association. They hold a summer camp for boys and girls ages 6- 14. At camp, the children enjoy 
campfire programs, camp songs,. a variety of sports and games, swimming, hiking, cook-outs, arts 
and crafts, paddle boating, stargazing, fishing, a trading post, and many more fun activities. 

 
The Walter Glenn Natatorium is the District's swimming pool facility located at the corner of 4th 
and Warren Streets in the City of Taft. The facility consists of two pools, a concession stand, and 
locker rooms.  One pool is for children and beginning swimmers with a depth of 1-  to 3 feet. The 
second is a 35 x by 20-yard pool with a 3-meter diving board with a depth ranging from 3 to 12 feet. 
The pool is open five days a week during the summer months for swim lessons, special events, and 
open swim sessions. Ages 16 and older are invited to take advantage of evening lap swim sessions at 
the Natatorium. Also, Family Swim is Tuesday and Thursday evenings. 

 
The Skate Escape is a family-oriented facility located at 226 Main Street in the City of Taft. Roller-
skating, inline skating, video games, and music are all part of the activities. The Skate Escape is also 
available for private rentals. 

 
Taft's Skate Park is located near the corner of 10th and Kern Streets in the southeast comer of the 
Community Center Park. The skate facility, which is 12,000 square feet in size, includes a drop-in, 
rails, half-pipe, pyramid, flat banks, and transitions as well as grinding rails, benches, and curbs. The 
Skate Park is fenced with surrounding grass, trees, lights, and restroom facility. The Skate Park is 
non-supervised and free of charge. 

 
In addition to the above facilities, the District has an agreement for sharing facilities with the Taft City 
Schools, Taft Union High School and Taft College. In this agreement, the District utilizes the schools' 
facilities as a place to hold recreational activities. For example, school auditoriums are used for dance 
recitals, the high school baseball field is used for softball and baseball programs, and the college gym is 
used for basketball programs. Conversely, the schools utilize the District's buildings for school dances 
and conference areas.  The agreement is cost beneficial for both the District and the schools and allows 
both to offer more activities to the community. 
 

Activities. The District also offers many different activities for adults and children. The activities 
offered for adults include: scrapbooking, hunter's safety courses, game nights, Pinochle, Bunco, Fun 
& Fitness to Music, karate, Bingo, casino bus trips, free-throw contests, coed softball tournaments, 
senior exercise, and nutrition programs. 
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The activities offered for children include:  tumbling, cheerleading, tap & jazz, basketball, soccer, 
volleyball, track, football, baseball, softball, and many other one-time activities throughout each 
month. 

 
Preschool. The District also operates a preschool, which was established in the early 1980s. The 
District's preschool provides a developmentally appropriate program that promotes the 
development of children's social, emotional, cognitive, and physical skills for children ages 3-5. 
Students are exposed to a variety of art projects; singing, language and motor development; and an 
understanding of colors, shapes and numbers.  The preschool’s small class sizes provide for 
individual attention and varied learning opportunities. 

 
Advertising. To advertise the District's programs, activities, and facilities the District creates 
brochures, which are mailed out to residents and program participants.  These brochures can also 
be obtained at the District office. Additionally, the District distributes and posts flyers at schools and 
posts all activities on the District's website. Due to budget constraints, the District will only produce 
and distribute one brochure this year. However, the website will be updated as needed with new 
program or facility information. In the past, the District produced three or four brochures per year. 
 
District Operations. The District is governed by a five member Board appointed by the Kern County 
Board of Supervisors (three members) and the Mayor of the City of Taft (two members).  The District 
Board meetings are conducted at 6:00p.m. on the second Thursday of each month in the 
Community Recreation Center Activity BuildingRoom, 500 Cascade Place, Building D. Each Board 
member has a copy of the Brown Act and meetings are attended by the District's attorney. 
Information about the meetings are posted at the District office and included in the local newspaper 
the Daily Midway Driller. The District provides time at each meeting for public input and encourages 
groups such as the Little League and Children's Camp Association to give reports. 

 
The District has 12 10 full-time employees: 2 recreation, 6 4 parks, 2 1 administration, and 2 3 office 
employees. In the summer months the District has between 20 60 and 30 70 part-time employees. 
The District's 2002-20032012-2013 Annual Report states that this year the District utilized over 40 
80 part­ time employees and 30 volunteers. In the 2001-2002 year, the District had the opportunity 
to downsize its staff and eliminate the Assistant Director position. The responsibilities of this 
position were divided among the remaining staff members in an effort to save money. 
 
Recreation and park facility and equipment needs are determined by the District's staff and Board of 
Directors, who meet yearly to discuss needs in an effort to prioritize expenditures. Future service 
needs are forecasted by citizen input, staff suggestions, and by tracking local and national trends. 

 
The District is funded through user fees, property taxes, and grants. The District is not anticipating 
any expansion of facilities or services, nor has the District grown within the last ten years due to 
revenue constraints. The revenue constraints are created by the decline in tax revenue and because 
the Board is hesitant to raise user fees. The District has been under pressure from the residents and 
the Board of Directors to streamline revenues and increase demands. 
 
The District has been able to work within its financial constraints to continue to provide services and 
facilities to the Taft area residents. The budget for the 2002-20032012-2013 year ended in the black. 
The District attributes this in part to the use of volunteers and the outstanding effort put forth by 



KERN COUNTY LAFCO  MUNICIPAL SERVICE REVIEW 
MAY 2004 OCTOBER 2014  2.0 THE CITY OF TAFT 

 

 

  2-29 

the District's staff to conserve money whenever possible. Any excess cash that the District may have 
is invested with the County Treasury Pool Investments. The yearly budget is prepared by District 
staff and approved by the Board.  Also, yearly audits are prepared by a certified public accounting 
firm. One method of cost savings that the District utilizes is to have the maintenance staff complete 
90 percent of all maintenance to equipment, and to complete the required reports to the State 
Water Quality Control Board, County Agricultural  Commissioner, and to the State Bureau of 
Automotive Repair. 
 
Within the last year, the District faced an insurance issue that it was able to overcome.  The 
combination of a liability loss that was sustained in 2002 and the fact that the District's insurance 
company ceased writing policies  in the State of California, resulted in the District having a high loss 
ratio and not being able to obtain general liability insurance for the month of July 2003.  Hence, the 
District was forced to shut down all recreational activities for the month of July.  General liability 
insurance was obtained and in effect as of August 1, 2003. All facilities and programs, except the 
Skate Park resumed operations as of that date.  The Skate Park remains closed pending 
improvements required by the District's new insurance carrier. At this time there is no projected 
completion date for the improvements. The District estimates that the cost of the improvements 
will be approximately $50,000. The City of Taft, which was the original donor of the Skate Park, will 
make a donation to cover the costs of improvements. Because the District was forced to obtain a 
new insurance carrier and wanted to participate in an insurance pool the District was required to 
"buy in" to the insurance pool at a higher rate for the first three years of coverage, as is required by 
the insurance company. 

 
Per the District's 2002-20032012-2013 Annual Report, the District continues to face several 
challenges for the future. 

 
• The State of California continues to take a portion of the taxes that are collected for the use of the 

District.  For the last several years this amount was approximately $200,000. 
 
• The assessed valuation for property taxes continues to fluctuate with the price of gas.  Since the 

majority of property taxes to support the District (85%) come from oil field properties, the assessed 
valuation is difficult to estimate and continue to make budgeting difficult. 

 
• Out of the last five years, the District has ended the budget year three times in deficit. The District is 

actively working to increase revenues and decrease expenditures in order to stop deficit spending. 
However, as stated previously, the 2002-2003 year ended with a net income. 

 
The facilities and services of the City, the County, and the West Side Recreation and Park District 
provide the residents of Taft with access to numerous park and recreational facilities, services, and 
programs. As shown in Table 2.N, the Greater Taft area currently has 2,275over 2,000 acres of 
regional parkland. Within the City of Taft there are 6 recreation buildings and 94 acres of passive 
and active parkland. The City of Taft has established a standard of 5 acres of parkland for every 
1,000 residents. Currently, the City of Taft, County, and Parks and Recreation District areis currently 
providing approximately 5.4610.55 acres of local parkland per 1,000 residents.  By 20092017, the 
standard would require a total of 48.1350.54 acres of local parkland (as indicated in Table 2.0).  The 
City of Taft exceeds the parkland standard, and as such, does not need to provide additional 
facilities in the near future. 
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Table 2.O - Park Acreage Standards Located Within the City of Taft 

Year Population
1
 Generation Factor Acres of Local Park Land Needed 

20032013 8,9788,911 5 acres per 1,000 residents 44.8944.56 

20092017 9,62610,107 5 acres per 1,000 residents 48.1350.54 
1 Source: Table 2.E 

 

2.10 DETERMINATIONS FOR THE CITY OF TAFT 
 
The Service Review guidelines prepared by the State Office of Planning and Research recommend that 
issues relevant to the jurisdiction be addressed through written determinations called for in the Act.  
Based on the above information, the following are the written determinations the City of Taft. 
  
Infrastructure Needs and Deficiencies 
 
Purpose: To evaluate the infrastructure needs and deficiencies in terms of supply, capacity, 

condition of facilities, and service quality. 
 
1. The City's Working Capital Reserve for Operating Fund ensures the financial resources to 

upgrade or add additional facilities or equipment to meet the service needs of the community. 
 
2. The wastewater treatment plant upgrade and expansion has increased the plant's capacity to an 

average daily flow of 1.5 MGD, and corrected all known deficiencies. This project gives the City 
the ability to provide adequate wastewater services for the next 15 years with no additional 
infrastructure needs other than possible line extensions. 

 
3. The police station can accommodate up to 30 sworn officers and support staff. At this time the 

Department has 12 13 sworn officers; hence, this facility has ample room and should be able to 
accommodate growth of the Department. 

 
4. The capacity of the Taft Sanitary Landfill will be able to accommodate future solid waste 

disposal needs of City of Taft through 20402076. 
 
5. The City of Taft has existing deficiencies in its drainage system. The City has proposed projects to 

improve the drainage infrastructure and increase efficiency. 
 
6. Taft's Pavement Management System was implemented to coordinate and manage the 

planning, design, construction, maintenance, scheduling, evaluation, and research associated 
with roadway improvement projects within the City. 

 
7. Current roadways and parking facilities that are under the jurisdiction of the City are adequate 

to handle the expected growth in traffic through the year 20202035. However, the roads will 
continue to require maintenance and improvements regularly. 

 
8. Between the City, County, and West Side Recreation and Park District, the residents of the 

community have ample parkland, which currently exceeds the City's standard. 
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Growth and Population 
 
Purpose: To evaluate service needs based upon existing and anticipated growth patterns and 

population projections. 
 
1. The growth that has been projected by Kern COG shows a low moderate growth rate within the 

Greater Taft/Maricopa Regional Statistical Area through 20302023.  Specifically, the population 
of the area is projected to grow 1.23.3 percent annually and the number of households is 
projected to grow 0.81.1 percent annually. 

 
2. The potential for physical expansion of City boundaries is constrained by the unincorporated 

communities to the north and the south, by the location of existing oil fields, and by land owner 
constraints. 

 
3. Annexation options are limited due to the unavailability of vacant land and fiscal constraints 

involved with annexing adjacent existing unincorporated communities. 
 
Financing Constraints and Opportunities 
 
Purpose: To evaluate a jurisdiction's capability to finance needed improvements and services. 
 
1. The City has established budget procedures, which are used as a guideline for preparing the 

municipal budget each year. 
 
2. The City prepares a comprehensive and thorough annual budget that describes the services 

provided to the residents and the funds expended for those services. 
 
3. In addition to the City's budget, the Working Capital Reserve for Operating Fund ensures the 

financial viability of the City. 
 
4. The City is operating in the black, and is hoping to be able to offset upcoming State budget cuts 

as they occur. Other than State budget issues, there are no other apparent fiscal constraints 
limiting the ability of the City to serve existing and future residents. 

 
5. The City has in place investment policies that ensure investments will be subject to prudent 

investor standards. 
 
Cost Avoidance Opportunities 
 
Purpose: To identify practices or opportunities that may help eliminate unnecessary costs. 
 
1. The City of Taft has policies contained within its Municipal Code to guide the City's procurement 

of goods and services. 
 
2. The City participates in the Central San Joaquin Valley Risk Management Authority, which is a 

common risk management and insurance program. This allows the City to secure insurance 
coverage at low rates. 
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3. The City pursues grant funding where possible for projects designed to benefit the community 

and its citizens. 
 
4. One of the key elements of the City's Pavement Management System is the evaluation of the 

most cost-effective maintenance in order to optimize the expenditure of available funds. 
 
5. The City utilizes the labor of the inmate population to maintain City facilities, which lowers the 

City's maintenance budget. 
 
Opportunities for Rate Restructuring 
 
Purpose: To identify opportunities to impact rates positively without decreasing service levels. 
 
1. The wastewater service rates imposed by the City of Taft are comparable to those of the City of 

Shafter, who like Taft, recently invested into its wastewater treatment plant and Bakersfield. 
 
2. The rates for solid waste services imposed by the City of TaftWestside Waste Management are 

comparable to surrounding jurisdictions in Kern County. 
 
3. Rates and fees for services are established using the City's ordinances and regulations. The City 

utilizes City Council meetings to invite citizen participation when establishing new or increased 
fees. 

 
4. Rates charged for services are adequate to cover existing expenses. 
 
5. The rates for wastewater treatment and solid waste services should be analyzed during the 

annual budget process, to ensure that charges and fees are adequate to cover expenditures and 
meet the legal requirements for a clear nexus between the fee and the uses. 

 
Opportunities for Shared Facilities 
 
Purpose: To evaluate the opportunities for a jurisdiction to share facilities and resources to 

develop more efficient service delivery systems. 
 
1. The City has several cooperative arrangements with other agencies that provide both 

management efficiencies and cost savings for both Taft and the partner agency. 
 
2. The City is a member of a joint powers agreement with the Taft Heights/Ford City Sanitation 

Districts in the ownership and operation the waste water treatment plant. The City of Taft owns 
52 percent and Ford City-Taft Heights Sanitation District owns 48 percent. 

 
3. The Taft Police Department has several agreements for shared facilities and services with the 

City and other agencies. These cooperative agreements help the Department and its partners 
provide additional services without needing additional funding. 

 
4. The maximum capacity of the Taft Fire Department’s resources is being utilized; therefore, the 

opportunity is very limited for sharing facilitiesThe City contracts for fire protection services with 
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the Kern County Fire Department and leases the former City fire station to the Bureau of Land 
Management. 

 
5. The City works cooperatively and effectively with other jurisdictions to find cost-effective ways 

of providing services. 
 
6. The City consistently looks for opportumties to collaborate with other agencies and jurisdictions, 

but has not identified opportunities beyond those it has implemented. 
 
7. The City has demonstrated its ability to share facilities and services with other jurisdictions. 
 
Government Structure Options 
 
Purpose: To consider the advantages and disadvantages of various government structures to 

provide public services. 
 
1. It is reasonable to conclude that pubic services can be provided by the City of Taft under the 

existing government structure. 
 
2. The mutual aid agreement between the City and the County for police and fire protection 

services maximizes services to the citizens, while minimizing costs and the need for additional 
facilities.  The City contracts for fire protection services with the Kern County Fire Department, 
and leases the former City of Taft Fire Department station building to the Bureau of Land 
Management for their fire protection services on BLM land. 

 
3. The City, County and West Side Recreation and Parks District should continuously evaluate the 

reorganization of park management, maintenance, and funding of park facilities in order to find 
opportunities to eliminate and streamline overlapping services and provide more efficient 
planning of future services. Within the City of Taft there are three different agencies providing 
park facilities. A restructuring that eliminates overlapping service providers might provide a 
more streamlined provision of current service and allow for more efficient planning for future 
services. 

 
Evaluation of Management Efficiencies 
 
Purpose: To consider the management structure of the jurisdiction. 
 
1. The City's budget and accounting practices are audited every year by a certified public 

accountant. 
 
2. The City Treasurer is required to submit a monthly investment report to the City Council and 

City Manager. 
 
3. The Taft Police Department has received an award for outstanding training; the Taft Community 

Correctional Facility has received California's highest rating possible for the last two years;high 
ratings for its operations and training; and the Kern County Grand Jury has had excellent reviews 
of the Department's performance. 
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4. The Police Chief ensures that the Department's goals are being reached and that staffing is 
adequate by routinely utilizing crime rates and response times. 

 
5. The operations of the Taft Fire Department are evaluated by the Interim Fire Chief Bernard F. 

Heimos. The Chief was hired by the City specifically to evaluate the Department and to provide 
recommendations. 

 
6. The Taft Fire Department has received letters of recognition from municipalities and labor 

groups for personnel and equipment assistance during the wildfires of fall 2003.  The 
Department was efficient enough to be able to provide a large percentages of resources to the 
wildfires, while still maintaining local services.  

 
Local Accountability and Governance 
 
Purpose: To evaluate the accessibility and levels of public participation associated with the 

agency's decision-making and management processes. 
 
1. The City has historically made reasonable efforts to maintain a public dialogue regarding issues 

of concern to the community. The City's outreach program utilizes: the local newspaper, the 
Internet, email, television, mailings, and citizen advisory committees. 

 
2. Prior to budget approval, public meetings are conducted to include citizen concerns. 
 
3. The City encourages public participation in Council meetings and other City business. 
 
4. The City's website provides information about upcoming Council and Planning Commission 

meetings and provides minutes of previous meetings. 
 
5. City Council meetings are tape-delated broadcast on the a local television channel and posted 

on a City YouTube channel. 
 
6. The City provides information to residents and businesses through mailings, which are 

distinguished from advertisements by the City using envelopes containing the City's logo. 
 
7. In an effort to involve the businesses and residents in shaping Taft's future, a City Visioning 

Conference was held in October of 2002. 
 
8. The City utilizes citizen advisory committees, which include the Beautification, Housing, and 

Economic Development Committees. 
 
 

2.11 DETERMINATIONS FOR THE WEST SIDE RECREATION AND PARK DISTRICT 
 
The Service Review guidelines prepared by the State Office of Planning and Research recommend that 
issues relevant to the jurisdiction to be addressed through written determinations called for in the Act. 
Based upon the above information, the following are the written determinations for the West Side 
Recreation and Park District. 
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Infrastructure Needs and Deficiencies 
 
Purpose: To evaluate the infrastructure needs and deficiencies in terms of supply, capacity, 

condition of facilities, and service quality. 
 
1. The District has ample facilities and services to meet the park and recreation needs of the 

community it serves. 
 
2. The District is not anticipating any expansion of facilities or services. 
 
3. The District's recreation and park facilities offer numerous different activities and have many 

different amenities to serve community members of all ages and abilities. 
 
Growth and Population 
 
Purpose: To evaluate service needs based upon existing and anticipated growth patterns and 

population projections. 
 
1. The growth that has been projected by Kern COG shows a low moderate growth rate within the 

Greater Taft/Maricopa Regional Statistical Area through 20302023.  Specifically, the population 
of the area is projected to grow 1.23.3 percent annually and the number of households is 
projected to grow 0.81.1 percent annually. 

 
Financing Constraints and Opportunities 
 
Purpose: To evaluate a jurisdiction's capability to finance needed improvements and services. 
 
1. Due to budget constraints, the District will only produce and distribute one brochure this year. 

In previous years the District has produced between two and three. 
 
2. The District's Board would like to expand facilities and services, however, the District has 

revenue constraints, which are created by the decline in tax revenue and the low user fees. 
 
3. Since the majority of revenue supporting the District comes from taxes on oil field property, the 

assessed valuation and resulting property tax revenue is difficult to estimate and makes 
budgeting difficult. 

 
4. Out of the last five years, the District has ended the budget year three times in deficit. However, 

last year the District was able to work within the financial constraints and the budget for the 
2002-2003 year ended in the black. 

 
Cost Avoidance Opportunities 
 
Purpose: To identify practices or opportunities that may help eliminate unnecessary costs. 
 
1. The District's agreement for sharing facilities is cost-effective, as the District does not need to 

pay to rent other facilities when needed. 
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2. District utilizes its maintenance staff to complete 90 percent of all maintenance to of equipment 
and to complete the required reports to for the County and State. 

 
 
 
Opportunities for Rate Restructuring 
 
Purpose: To identify opportunities to impact rates positively without decreasing service levels. 
 
1. Rates and fees for services are established using the District's regulations. The District utilizes 

Board meetings to invite citizen participation when establishing new or increased fees. 
 
2. The District's Board is hesitant to raise rates for park and recreation facilities and services. 
 
3. Rates charged for services are barely adequatesufficient to cover existing expenses. 
 
4. The rates should be analyzed during the annual budget process, to ensure that charges and fees 

are adequate to cover expenditures and meet the legal requirements for a clear nexus between 
the fee and the uses. 

 
Opportunities for Shared Facilities 
 
Purpose: To evaluate the opportunities for a jurisdiction to share facilities and resources to 

develop more efficient service delivery systems. 
 
1. The District has an agreement for sharing facilities with the Taft City Schools, Taft Union High 

School, and Taft College. 
 
2. The District has been open to opportunities to collaborate with other agencies and jurisdictions 

to provide increased and better services. 
 
3. The District should routinely explore potential efficiencies that could be achieved through 

shared equipment and personnel with the City of Taft. 
 
Government Structure Options 
 
Purpose: To consider the advantages and disadvantages of various government structures to 

provide public services. 
 
1. It is reasonable to conclude that pubic services can be provided by the District under the existing 

government structure. 
 
2. The existing government structure is responsive to its citizens and capable of making service and 

growth decisions about the community. 
 
3. The District should evaluate opportunities that may be gained by restructuring the provision of 

parkland within the City of Taft and eliminate overlapping service providers. Eliminating the 
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overlapping service areas could result in overall efficiencies by having centralized maintenance 
and administration. 

 
Evaluation of Management Efficiencies 
 
Purpose: To consider the management structure of the jurisdiction. 
 
1. In an effort to save money and increase efficiency, the District eliminated the Assistant Director 

position. The responsibilities of this position were divided among the remaining staff members. 
 
2. Yearly audits to ensure fiscal accountability are prepared by a certified public accounting firm. 
 
Local Accountability and Governance 
 
Purpose: To evaluate the accessibility and levels of public participation associated with the 

agency's decision-making and management processes. 
 
1. The District has historically made reasonable efforts to maintain a public dialogue regarding 

issues of concern to the community. The District utilizes the local newspaper, the District's 
website and mailings to communicate to the community. 

 
2. To advertise the District's programs, activities, and facilities the District mails brochures to 

residents and program participants, posts flyers at schools, and lists all activities on the District's 
website. 

 
3. Board meetings are held pursuant to the Brown Act and are attended by the District's attorney. 
 
4. Information about Board meetings is posted at the District office, listed on the District’s website, 

and included in the local newspaper. 
 
5. The District provides time at each meeting for public input and encourages groups such as the 

Little League and Children's Camp Association to give reports. 
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PROCLAMATION DECLARING 

OCTOBER 2014 

ENERGY AWARENESS MONTH 
 

WHEREAS, the City of Taft is an active member of the Kern Energy Watch Partnership, which 

is a partnership between local governments in Kern County, Pacific Gas & Electric Company, Southern 

California Edison Company, Southern California Gas Company, Kern Economic Development 

Foundation, and Kern Council of Governments; and 

WHEREAS, our lives at home, school, work, and play affect the consumption and production of 

energy and it makes economic sense and good public policy to encourage energy awareness in Taft; and 

WHEREAS, energy efficiency programs protect our environment, reduce air pollution, save 

water, and reduce greenhouse gases; and 

WHEREAS, the development of renewable energy sources and the efficient use of nonrenewable 

energy supplies offer employment opportunities, economic growth, and allow for the preservation of our 

natural resources; and 

WHEREAS, CommuteKern.org will celebrate October 6
th

-10
th

, 2014, as Rideshare Week, 

promoting saving energy in the transportation sector by encouraging residents to ride their bikes, carpool, 

vanpool, ride the bus, or walk; and 

WHEREAS, simple steps such as participating in an energy audit, weatherizing your home, 

purchasing energy efficient light bulbs, using programmable thermostats, decreasing hot water heater 

temperature settings to 120
o
F, and replacing outdated appliances can save families money and help meet 

our State and local energy efficiency goals.  

NOW, THEREFORE, the City Council of the City of Taft does hereby declare the month of 

October 2014 to be Energy Awareness Month and encourages the City of Taft, its employees, residents of 

all ages, and businesses throughout the community to take necessary steps to increase energy efficiency at 

home and work to create a sustainable energy future for our City. 

 Dated this 7
th

 day of October, 2014. 

 

     

Paul Linder, Mayor 
 

 

             

Orchel D. Krier, Mayor Pro Tem    Randy Miller, Councilmember 
 

 

             

Dave Noerr, Councilmember     Ron Waldrop, Councilmember 



TAFT CITY COUNCIL/SUCCESSOR AGENCY 
SEPTEMBER 16, 2014 

MINUTES 
 
 
REGULAR MEETING    6:00 P.M. 
 
The September 16, 2014, regular  joint meeting of the Taft City Council/Taft Successor Agency, held  in the 
Council Chamber at Taft City Hall, 209 East Kern Street, Taft, CA 93268, was opened by Mayor Paul Linder at 
6:03 PM.   The Pledge of Allegiance was  led by Council Member Miller, followed by an  invocation given by 
Reverend Rodney Wikoff, West Hills Church of the Nazarene. 
 
PRESENT:  Mayor Paul Linder and Mayor Pro Tem Orchel Krier. 
  Council Members Randy Miller, Dave Noerr and Ron Waldrop. 
  City Manager Craig Jones; City Attorney Jason Epperson; 
  City Clerk Alina Megerdom. 
 
1.  CITIZEN REQUESTS/PUBLIC COMMENTS 

Ryan  Coulter  –  Handed  a  letter  to  the  City  Council  in  regards  to  street  closure  on 
Center  Street  between  5th  and  6th  Street  on  November  8th.    He  would  like  to  do  a 
Community Appreciation  Concert.  Linder  stated Mr.  Coulter  should  get  together with 
City  Staff  as  soon  as  possible  to  see  what  steps  he  will  need  to  take  to  be  able  to 
successfully go forward with the plans for the concert.   
 
Kathy Orrin, Executive Director of Taft Chamber of Commerce, announced: 
 High  School  Board  Meeting  on  Monday,  September  15th,  Approval  for  the 

Candidates  Forum,  The  Chamber  is  sponsoring  a  Candidates  Forum  on  Tuesday 
September 23rd at 6:30 PM at the Taft High School.   The candidates are running  for 
City School Board and also for the High School Board.   

 October 16th  to 19th, Carnival  in  town.   The Chamber has  tickets at a big discount.  
There will be  two evenings of  vendors.    If anyone wants  to  rent a booth,  they  can 
contact the Chamber.   

 November  1st,  Chamber  Golf  Tournament.    Orrin  thanked  all  the  sponsors  at  the 
event.   

 Trout Derby, November 13th.   When you purchase your ticket, you will receive your 
wristband at the same time.   

 December 1st, Christmas Parade on Center Street. 
 Thanked  the  City  for  contacting  the  Chamber  and  asking  the  merchants  their 

feedback  on  what  would  work  and  what  would  be  best  on  dates  and  times  for 
resurfacing  the  Center  Street.    She  really  appreciates  the  City  asking  what  dates 
would work  for  the merchants.    They  have  sent  a  letters  to  Caltrans  and  the  City 
suggesting other times when it would work best for the merchants.  

 
2.  COUNCIL STATEMENTS (NON ACTION) 

 
Council Member Waldrop:  There were none. 
 
Council Member Krier:  Suggested  a  challenge  to Council Members  for  the best  garden  at  the 
Community Garden.  
 
Council Member Noerr:  Stated that there have been things happening in the City that are in the 
news, typically  from people who are not  fortunate enough to  live  in the City of Taft.   He chose 
sometime  ago  to move  his  family  into  Taft,  he  has  raised  his  children  in  Taft,  he moved  his 
business out of the County and into the City and it was the best move he ever made.  Spite of the 
fact that Taft is not perfect; it’s the most perfect place that he chose to raise his family and have 
his business.  Taft is a great place to live, a great place to raise your family.  He would not change 
it no matter what story he reads or sees in the news.  Things happen, but the people of the city 
will come through this and continue to be the best place to live. 
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Council Member Miller: He stated  that he had  the honor and  the privilege  to be  involved with 
the Kern County Honor Flight Program, which is a program of getting World War II and Korea War 
Veterans back to Washington DC to see their monument.   It’s an all volunteer program, they do 
fundraising,  and  veterans  that  are  chosen  to  go  do  not  need  to  pay  a  dime.    Everything  is 
provided for them; flight, meals, hotel, etc.   He has been chosen and honored to escort Howard 
Minton  to  Washington  DC  to  see  the  Monument.    They  are  leaving  on  September  30th  to 
Washington DC.   Monday morning  they will visit  the monuments and  return  that night.    It  is a 
great privilege  for him  to be  able  to  go with Howard and  asked  if  anyone would  come  to  the 
airport and give him a good sendoff and be there around 10:00 PM on Monday to welcome him 
home. 
 
Mayor Linder:   
 Blood Mobile was in town today at the Taft Chamber.  Hope everyone had the opportunity to 

give the gift of life by donating blood.  There seems to be a constant shortage of blood in the 
Kern County.   

 Council Member Krier and Linder attended the League of Cities Conference at Los Angeles.  A 
lot of Cities  there, but  a  lot of  larger  cities do not  attend.   A  lot of networking  and  great 
information  there.   He brought back a bag of goodies; he handed out pens  to  the Council 
Members and  items  for  the staff.   He also had an  item  for Mrs. Orrin, Taft Chamber.    It’s a 
program called America in Bloom.   

 It’s real easy to find negativity in everything.  The issues going on with Taft High School is sad.  
Through this process we have forgotten about the victims.  It’s a sad note when we get upset 
about a football game, when there are students who may have been subjected to deviant or 
criminal behavior.   He would  like  to ask  to keep  the students  in mind; Taft High School  is a 
great school.   He wanted to ask the community to allow Taft High to get through this thing, 
make their decisions and Keep in mind the kids that were involved in hazing are going to live 
with  it the rest of their  lives.   He asked to keep the students  in mind and they kids are our 
future. 

 
3.  PLANNING COMMISSION REPORT – There were none. 

 
4.  DEPARTMENT REPORTS ‐ 6:27:00 PM  

 Mark Staples, Director of Planning and Developmental Services stated that he just returned 
from his State Conference  for Planning.    It was a fun event, not only because  it was at the 
Disneyland Hotel but,  it was a very effective  conference.     There were a  lot of medium  to 
small cities that were there trying to learn and share their knowledge and efforts in different 
towns that they work  in.   He thanked the Council and the City Manager for allowing him to 
attend  the  meeting  and  continue  his  education  and  networking  opportunities  at  these 
conferences.    

 
5.  CITY MANAGER STATEMENTS 6:28:23 PM  

 Caltrans procedures for the projects are very complicated, they dictate to the city when they 
give approval  to move ahead.     A  lot of  times  they do not have control on when a project 
moves  forward  to  construction.    They  have  90  days  to move  forward  from  the  time  it  is 
approved.  The issue with downtown is that the approval came at a bad time.   The letter the 
city has asked merchants  to write  is  to ask Caltrans a  little  leniency on  their  construction 
schedule. 

 
  Miller  asked why  Caltrans  is  involved with  Center  Street  construction.    Jones  stated  that 

Caltrans  is  involved  with  Center  Street  because  it  is  a  Regional  Surface  Transportation 
project.  It is money that City of Taft is granted various amounts each year and the city gets 
to choose what project they would like to do, depending on the amount granted.   

 
 Safe Route to School project:  They have issued a notice to proceed for Safe Route to School 

project.    It will  probably  start  sometime  in  the  beginning  of  October  and will  be  in  the 
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vicinity of all the schools.    It will  include concrete work, pavement  lighting, etc.   They were 
aiming to start in the summer, but it’s unfortunate they have to do it during school. 

 
6.  CITY ATTORNEY STATEMENTS – There were none. 

 
7.  FUTURE AGENDA REQUESTS 
 

Linder asked city staff to provide the Council with the complete list of all money that is owed to 
the City which would include leans against properties and local taxes.  He would like to see that 
presented  to  the  Council  for  review  so  they  can  identify  any  non‐payers  in  the  city.   Miller 
concurred with Linder. 

 
********************************************************************** 

 Krier requested item #10 to be pulled from the Consent Calendar. 
 

CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS  8 ‐ 14 
 
Motion:  Moved by Noerr, seconded by Miller, to approve consent calendar items 8, 9, 11‐14. 
 
AYES:    Krier, Miller, Noerr, Waldrop, Linder 
PASSED:  5/0 
 
8.  MINUTES 

September 2, 2014 Regular  
 
  Recommendation – Approve as submitted. 
 
9.  PAYMENT OF BILLS 
  Warrant#      8‐29‐2014   Check No. 78137‐78230     $ 585,071.19 
  Warrant#      8‐29‐2014A   Check No. 78231‐78235      $   14,912.26 
  Warrant#      9‐12‐2014   Check No. 78236‐78317  $ 270,893.81 
       
  Recommendation ‐ Approve payment of the bills.  
   
11.  ADDENDUM TO AGREEMENT WITH CODE 3  
 

Recommendation  ‐ Motion  to  authorize  the  City Manager  to  execute  the  Addendum  “A” with 
Code3 for IT Support services. 
 

12.  OKTOBERFEST CELEBRATION ON RAILS TO TRAILS SPONSORED BY TAFT CHAMBER 
 

Recommendation ‐ Motion to adopt a resolution entitled A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF 
THE CITY OF TAFT AUTHORIZING STREET CLOSURES FOR OKTOBERFEST 2014 ON RAILS TO TRAILS. 
 

13.  NOTICE  OF  COMPLETION  (TAFT  FEDERAL  PRISON  WASTEWATER  TREATMENT  PLANT 
DISINFECTION   SYSTEM) 

 
Recommendation  ‐ Motion  to approve and  file  the Notice of Completion  for Taft Federal Prison 
Wastewater Treatment Plant Disinfection System. 
 

14.  HILLARD ST. PEDESTRIAN/BIKE PATH PROJECT – RPSTPLE – 5193 (033) AWARD OF PROJECT. 
 
Recommendation  ‐ Motion  to accept  the  lowest  responsible base bid, award  the project and  to 
execute a construction agreement with R.C. Becker and Son, Inc. for the Hillard St. Pedestrian/Bike 
Path Project – RPSTPLE – 5193 (033) 
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************************************************************************* 
10.  FUNDING TO THE TAFT CHAMBER OF COMMERCE  FOR THE QUARTER OF APRIL 2014 TO  JUNE 

2014. 
 
Recommendation  ‐ Motion  to approve  the 25% allocation of  the  transient occupancy  tax  to  the 
Taft Chamber of Commerce for the quarter of April 2014 through June 2014. 
 

Motion:  Moved by Krier,  seconded by Waldrop,  to  approve  the  25%  allocation of  the  transient 
occupancy tax to the Taft Chamber of Commerce for the quarter of April 2014 through June 
2014. 

 
Krier thanked the Taft Chamber of Commerce for a great job they are doing with the community.   
 
AYES:    Krier, Miller, Noerr, Waldrop, Linder 
PASSED:  5/0 

 
  ADJOURNMENT  

 
Motion:  Moved by Noerr, seconded by Krier and approved unanimously, to adjourn the meeting at 

6:38 PM. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                           
Alina Megerdom, City Clerk          Paul Linder, Mayor 
 
 























































































































































































































 
 

City of Taft Agenda Report 
 
 
 
 
DATE:  OCTOBER 7, 2014 
 
TO:   MAYOR LINDER AND COUNCIL MEMBERS  
   
AGENDA MATTER:  
 
ARAMARK FOOD SERVICE AGREEMENT AMENDMENT #2 
 
 
 
SUMMARY STATEMENT: 
 
The Taft Modified Community Correctional Facility currently contracts with Aramark Correctional 
Services, LLC (Aramark) to supply meals to inmates. Amendment #1 was approved by CDCR and 
City Council in June 2014 with Aramark providing meals with cost ranging from (300-399) $3.032 
to (1504 and above) $1.589 including tax, with a change in cost based on the Consumer Price Index 
every July 1. 
 
Attached is the proposed Amendment #2 with the increase in meals backdated to July 1, 2014 and 
will be in effect until June 30, 2015. The new rates range from $3.164 to $1.657 which equates to 
approximately 4.35% increase. 
 
 
 
 
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
 
Motion to approve the Food Service Agreement Amendment #2 between the City of Taft and Aramark 
Correctional Services, LLC, and to authorize the Mayor to execute Amendment #2. 
 
 
IMPACT ON BUDGET (Y/N):   Yes 
 
ATTACHMENT (Y/N): Yes; Food Service Agreement Amendment #2 along with 

attachments with calculation for rate increase.  
 
PREPARED BY:   Teresa Binkley, Finance Director 
 
 
REVIEWED BY:            
CITY CLERK  
 

FINANCE DIRECTOR CITY MANAGER 

 







CATEGORY
Menu 

Weighting
June Category CPI 

%
Weighted 

CPI %
Baked Goods 8.05% -0.20% -0.02%
Beverage 8.11% -0.90% -0.07%
Dairy 13.77% 5.04% 0.69%
Grocery 28.42% 2.34% 0.66%
Produce 15.42% 3.99% 0.61%
Protein 26.24% 9.39% 2.46%
TOTAL 100.00% 4.35%

June 2014 CPI Food Away from Home Index 2.23%

Greater of Market Basket to June CPI - Food Away from Home 4.35%

City of Taft
Market Basket Price Redetermination Statement

Period Ended June 30 2014



aramarkjt 

Aramark Correctional Services 
City of Taft, California 
330 Commerce Way 
Taft, CA 93268 

August 19, 2014 

Captain Holt 
City of Taft 

Captain Holt, 

Time sure does fly bye when you are busy. Seems like just yesterday that we reopened 
the facility in Taft. I would like to start by extending my appreciation for the continued 
partnership, support and cohesiveness. The relationship between Staff, Upper 
Management, the City of Taft and Aramark is very good and we would like to continue 
that bond. I myself, along with Aramark thank you and those involved for this 
opportunity. 

In accordance with our current Food Service Agreement and latest amendment, 
ARAMARK Correctional Services was entitled to a CPI price increase on 7/1/14. I do 
apologize for our tardiness on this important matter, but thought I should follow up right 
away to avoid any unnecessary surprises down the road. For timing purposes, I will 
email this letter along with new scale and will follow it up once we have your verbal 
approval with an amendment from our legal department outlining the change. 

Aramark proposes a new price, which is reflected on the attached Sliding Scale. It will 
be effective July 1, 2014. This new price is based on Market Basket and the CPI-Food 
Away from Home, all Urban U.S. City Average, for the twelve months preceding our July 
1 change date. The increase is 4.35%. 

We appreciate your business and will continue to provide a high standard of service and 
offer new and better services to meet Taft's changing needs. We are pleased to 
continue to serve the City of Taft and the partnership that has evolved over the years. 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Sincerely, 

Peter Burt 
Aramark Correctional Services 

Cc: Teresa Binkley, Karen Aremdariz 



 
 

City of Taft Agenda Report 
 
 
 
 
DATE:  October 7, 2014   
 
 
TO:  HONORABLE MAYOR AND COUNCIL MEMBERS  
 
 
 
AGENDA MATTER:  
 
DRY RV CAMPING ON RAILS TO TRAILS FOR OKTOBERFEST CELEBRATION 
SPONSORED BY TAFT CHAMBER 
 
SUMMARY STATEMENT: 
 
At their last meeting the City Council voted to allow the Chamber of Commerce to use a portion of Rails 
to Trails for their annual Oktoberfest event.  Staff received an additional request from the Chamber of 
Commerce asking to use the dirt lot east of the Oilworker Monument for dry RV camping.  They do not 
anticipate a large turn-out of RV’s, however they do have some patrons and vendors coming from out of 
town and would like to have the space available.  
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
 
Motion to approve request from the Taft Chamber of Commerce to use the dirt lot east of the Oilworker 
Monument for dry RV camping. 
     
 
IMPACT ON BUDGET (Y/N): NO  
 
ATTACHMENT (Y/N):  YES (letter)   
 
PREPARED BY:   Public Works Department   
 
REVIEWED BY:            
CITY CLERK  
 

FINANCE DIRECTOR CITY MANAGER 

 



 

400 Kern Street • Taft, California 93268 
Phone: 661-765-2165 • Fax:  661-765-6639  

E-mail: taftchamber@gmail.com • Web: www.taftchamber.com • Facebook : www.facebook.com/Taft.Chamber 

 

 
September 29, 2014 

 
Mayor Paul Linder & Councilman 
City of Taft 
209 E. Kern Street 
Taft, CA 93268 
 

Re: Camping at Oktoberfest 

Dear Mayor Linder & Councilman,  

The Taft District Chamber of Commerce is in the final stages of planning for Oktoberfest.  The event 

features a 4‐day carnival that will run from Thursday, October 16‐Sunday, October 19 on Supply Row 

between 6th Street and 10th Street.   

In addition to the carnival, we are hosting bands, food and craft vendors, and a beer garden area that 

will be fenced off for control of the event.  We are requesting the use of the area East of the Taft 

Oilworker Monument off Supply Row to allow for dry, RV camping.  This area will be a first come, first 

serve area.  Some of our patrons and vendors will be coming from out of town and it would be nice to 

have the area, should they need it.  We do not anticipate very many campers, but would like to have an 

area we can ask them to set up.   

We estimate that there will be a need for waste cans with accompanying recycling bins and restrooms 

for this event.  Trash receptacles will be provided by Westside Waste Management and restrooms will 

be provided by Knight’s Services. 

Thank you for your assistance.  We ask that the City waive the fees associated with this community 

event and assist in the set up and tear down of the event including the grass being cut, and water turned 

off for the event.   Presence of police, fire, and City staff is requested if available as well.  We encourage 

you to bring your family to this event as there is lots to do for everyone. 

Sincerely, 

 

Shannon Jones 

Event Coordinator 
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DATE:  October 7, 2014 
 
TO:   MAYOR LINDER AND COUNCIL MEMBERS  
     
AGENDA MATTER:  
 

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT POSITION 
 

SUMMARY STATEMENT: 
 

The Community and Business Development Coordinator has announced her intentions to retire. 
The incumbent in this position serves as dual role and is responsible for a variety of 
administrative support and serves as the confidential assistant to the City Manager.  Staff has 
reviewed the anticipated demands of the position and have determined that the needs will be 
met by recruiting for an Administrative Assistant with the primary focus on providing 
administrative support. The Business Development components will be shared by existing staff 
at this time 
 

Staff recommends temporarily removing the classification of Community and Business 
Development Coordinator and reinstating the position of Administrative Assistant Assigned to 
the City Manager. 
 

RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
 

1. Authorize the classification of Administrative Assistant Assigned to the City 
Manager-Confidential and set the salary range at 45.9 ($1,963.66 - $2,386.85 Bi-
weekly / $51,055.26  - $62,057.99 Annually) 
 

2. Delete the classification of Community and Business Development Coordinator 
salary range 49.9 ($2,169.91-$2,637.54 Bi-weekly/ $56,417.75-$68,576.13 Annually) 

 
3. Motion to approve A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF  TAFT 

AMENDING THE POSITION CLASSIFICATION PLAN AND ESTABLISHING 
CORRESPONDING COMPENSATION RATES  
 

 
IMPACT ON BUDGET (Y/N):     The salary reduction results in a net cost savings to the 
                                                           General Fund. 
 
ATTACHMENT (Y/N):            Resolution, Job Specification 
 
PREPARED BY:             Lonn Boyer, Director of Human Resources/Asst. City Manager 
 
REVIEWED BY:            
CITY CLERK  
 

FINANCE DIRECTOR CITY MANAGER 

 



RESOLUTION NO. 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TAFT 
AMENDING THE POSITION CLASSIFICATION PLAN 

AND ESTABLISHING CORRESPONDING COMPENSATION RATES 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 1-10-5, Taft Municipal Code, the City Council may adopt rules and 
regulations for the administration of the personnel system, including establishing position classifications and 
range changes; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council wishes to amend the Position Classification Plan and establish 
corresponding compensation rules pursuant thereto. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Taft that: 

Section 1. The Position Classification Plan is hereby amended to update following positions:    

 

Position Title  

ADD   Salary Range   

Administrative Assistant to the City Manager – Confidential   45.9 ($1963.66 - $2386.85 Bi-weekly) 

DELETE: 

Community and Business Development Coordinator                 49.9 ($2169.91-$2637.54 Bi-weekly) 

 

PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED this ____ day of ________________, 2014 

ATTEST: Paul Linder, Mayor 

Debra L. Elliott, 
Deputy City Clerk 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA } 
COUNTY OF KERN }SS 
CITY OF TAFT } 

 I, Debra L. Elliott, Deputy City Clerk of the City of Taft, do hereby certify that the 
foregoing Resolution was duly and regularly adopted by the City Council of the City of Taft at a regular 
meeting thereof held on the _______day of _________________, 2014, by the following vote: 

AYES: COUNCILMEMBER: 
NOES: COUNCILMEMBER: 
ABSENT: COUNCILMEMBER: 
ABSTAIN: COUNCILMEMBER: 
 
 

DEBRA L. ELLIOTT, 
DEPUTY CITY CLERK 



 
                                                          CITY OF TAFT Salary Range 45.9 
  $1963.66-$2386.85 Bi-weekly 
 

ADMINISTIVE ASSISTANT TO THE CITY MANAGER - CONFIDENTIAL 
 
GENERAL PURPOSE  
 
Performs a variety professional and para-professional administrative assignments in keeping 
official records and providing administrative support to the City Manager and staff, and 
assisting in the administration of the standard operating policies and procedures of the 
department.   
 
This position is  designated as a confidential classification and is expected to demonstrate 
professional competence while working as a team member and exercises independent 
judgment in a variety of confidential and sensitive areas, and performs other job related 
assignments as required.  
 
REPORTS TO: 
 
City Manager 
 
SUPERVISES 
 
May provide lead direction to para-professional, technical, clerical staff or interns.  
 
ESSENTIAL DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES 
 
Utilizing independent judgment, performs routine and complex clerical and administrative 
support to the City Manager and staff.  Answers telephones, provides clerical support, receives 
the public, and provides customer assistance. 
 
Answers in-coming calls and routes callers or provides information as required. 
 
Receives the public and answers questions; responds to inquiries from employees, citizens and 
others and refers, when necessary, to appropriate persons. 
 
Assists in the procurement of department materials, equipment, and supplies. 
 
Operates listed office machines as required. 
 
Receives, stamps and distributes incoming mail, processes outgoing mail. 
 
Composes, types, and edits a variety of correspondence, reports, memoranda, and other 
material requiring judgment as to content, accuracy, and completeness. 
 
Prepares confidential and special reports for the City Manager, City Council and staff. 
 



ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT CONTINUED 
 

May be required to attend regular and special City Council meetings; record accurately the 
proceedings; prepare the minutes, and distribute information as requested. 
 
Prepares and distributes agendas, materials, minutes and records of meetings. 
 
Prepares meeting agendas, assists in advertising for meetings, bid and other advertisements, 
legal notices of public hearings and special meetings. 
 
Prepares reports for City Council meetings as directed. 
 
Provides organizational assistance to supervisor in assembling meeting materials, preparing 
agendas, and recording minutes for various meetings. 
 
Prepares drafts of proclamations and commendations as required. 
 
Inputs data to standard office and department forms and compiles data for various reports. 
 
Plans conferences and training sessions. Coordinates travel plans for staff. 
 
Prepares records such as notices, minutes, and resolutions. 
 
Acts as custodian of departmental documents and records. Establishes and maintains filing 
systems, control records and indexes using moderate independent judgment. 
 
Schedules appointments, and performs other administrative and clerical duties. 
 
PERIPHERAL DUTIES 
 
Serves as backup cashier including receipting of payments and various other payments. 
 
Issues routine non-technical permits. 
 
Operates a vehicle to run errands. 
 
DESIRED MINIMUM QUALIFICATIONS 
 
Education and Experience:  
 
Graduation from a high school or GED equivalent with specialized course work in general office 
practices such as typing, filing, accounting and bookkeeping 

and  
Four (4) years of increasingly responsible related administrative or secretarial experience 
Experience in a municipal setting is highly recommended. 
 
Any combination of experience and education that would be likely to provide the required 
knowledge, skills, and abilities could be qualifying, as determined by the City.  
 



ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT CONTINUED 
 

 
 
 
Necessary Knowledge, Skills and Abilities: 
 

 Working knowledge of computers and office software;  working knowledge of modern 
office practices and procedures; some knowledge of accounting principles and practices. 

 
 Ability to effectively meet and deal with the public; ability to communicate effectively 

verbally and in writing; ability to handle stressful situations. 
 
TOOLS AND EQUIPMENT USED 
 
Multi-line phone;  personal computer including word processing software; copy machine; 
postage machine; fax machine; calculator. 
 
PHYSICAL DEMANDS 
 
The physical demands described here are representative of those that must be met by an 
employee to successfully perform the essential functions of this job. Reasonable 
accommodations may be made to enable individuals with disabilities to perform the essential 
functions.  
  
While performing the duties of this job, the employee is frequently required to sit and talk or 
hear. The employee is occasionally required to walk; use hands to finger, handle, or feel 
objects, tools, or controls; and reach with hands and arms.  
  
The employee must occasionally lift and/or move up to 25 pounds. Specific vision abilities 
required by this job include close vision and the ability to adjust focus.  
  
WORK ENVIRONMENT 
 
The work environment characteristics described here are representative of those an employee 
encounters while performing the essential functions of this job. Reasonable accommodations 
may be made to enable individuals with disabilities to perform the essential functions.  
  
The noise level in the work environment is usually quiet. 
 
SELECTION GUIDELINES 
The selection process will consist of both written examination and oral interviews 
 
The duties listed above are intended only as illustrations of the various types of work that may 
be performed. The omission of specific statements of duties does not exclude them from the 
position if the work is similar, related or a logical assignment to the position. 
 



ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT CONTINUED 
 

The job description does not constitute an employment agreement between the employer and 
employee and is subject to change by the employer as the needs of the employer and 
requirements of the job change.  



REVIEWED BY: 

CITY CLERK: 

 
FINANCE DIRECTOR: CITY MANAGER: 

 

 

City of Taft Agenda Report 
 

 

 

DATE: October 7, 2014 

 

TO: MAYOR LINDER AND COUNCIL MEMBERS 

 

AGENDA MATTER:  

 

SPECIAL EVENT PERMIT – OKTOBERFEST CARNIVAL BY SCHOEPPNER SHOWS AT 

SUPPLY ROW AND 6
TH

 STREET, OCTOBER 14
TH

 – 20
TH

, 2014 

 

SUMMARY STATEMENT:  

 

Staff received a special event application and letter from the Schoeppner Shows requesting use of City 

property at the northwest corner of 6
th
 Street and Supply Row (032-110-66, -67) for an outdoor Oktoberfest 

Carnival in conjunction with the Chamber of Commerce’s Oktoberfest event from Thursday to Sunday, 

October 16 to 19, 2014. Supply Row and 6
th
 Street will be blocked off as part of the Chamber’s approved 

special event permit, by the Council on September 16, 2014, of the overall Oktberfest event.  Schoeppner 

Shows will set up the carnival on Tuesday and Wednesday, October 14 and 15, and will break down the 

carnival the evening of Sunday, October 19 and all day Monday, October 20. 

 

The carnival will include a ticket booth, 15 carnival rides, 7 carnival game stands, and a 100’ long and 23’ tall 

slide, and a generator to provide power to the booth, rides, and game stands. Schoeppner Shows has worked 

with the Taft Police Department, Public Works Department, Planning Department and the Kern County Fire 

Department who have reviewed the plan and addressed all safety concerns.  

 

Conditions of approval:  

1. $1,000,000 liability insurance naming City of Taft as additional insured  

2. Signed encroachment permit/ Hold Harmless (if necessary) 

3. Appropriate business license for vendors  

4. Building and Fire Department Inspections 

5. Trash receptacles  

6. Portable chemical toilets 

7. Daily watering of site for dust abatement 

 

RECOMMENDED ACTION:  

Motion to approve a resolution entitled A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

TAFT APPROVING A SPECIAL EVENT PERMIT, AUTHORIZING SCHOEPPNER SHOWS TO 

OPERATE AN OKTOBERFEST CARNIVAL ON CITY PROPERTY AT 6
TH

 STREET AND 

SUPPLY ROW FROM OCTOBER 14
TH

 TO 20
TH

, 2014 

 

FUNDING SOURCE:   N/A 

 

ATTACHMENT (Y/N):  Resolution, Schoeppner Shows Letter and Application, Chamber of 

Commerce Oktoberfest Flyer 

 

PREPARED BY:   Mark Staples, Director, Planning & Community Development 



RESOLUTION __________ 

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TAFT 

APPROVING A SPECIAL EVENT PERMIT, AUTHORIZING SCHOEPPNER 

SHOWS TO OPERATE AN OKTOBERFEST CARNIVAL ON CITY PROPERTY 

AT 6
TH

 STREET AND SUPPLY ROW FROM OCTOBER 14
TH

 TO 20
TH

, 2014 

 

WHEREAS, Schoeppner Shows has submitted a Special Event Permit Application, requesting to 

operate an Oktoberfest Carnival event on City property at 6
th
 Street and Supply Row (032-110-66, -67) 

from October 14
th
 to 20

th
, 2014; and  

 

WHEREAS, the special event will not require the closure of 6
th
 Street or Supply Row, but such 

streets will be closed by the Chamber of Commerce per Section 21101 (e) of the California Vehicle Code, 

which requires a resolution by Council to temporarily close streets for special events; and 

 

WHEREAS, Schoeppner Shows shall provide sufficient trash receptacles and portable chemical 

toilets, and shall clean up all trash and debris at the conclusion of the carnival event.  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Mayor and City Council of the City of Taft, 

California, approve the special event as follows:  

 

Set-up: July 14 and 15, 2014 

Carnival Event: July 16 to 19, 2014; Operating 5:00pm to 10:00pm Thursday-Friday, 12:00noon 

to 10:00pm Saturday, 12:00noon to 8:00pm Sunday 

Breakdown Carnival: July 19 and 20, 2014 

 

PASSED, APPROVED, AND ADOPTED this ______ day of _______________, 2014  

 

________________________________ 

Paul Linder, Mayor  

 

ATTEST:  

 

__________________________________ 

Debra Elliott, Deputy City Clerk  

 

 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA )  

COUNTY OF KERN  ) SS  

CITY OF TAFT  )  

 

I, Debra Elliott, Deputy City Clerk of the City of Taft, do hereby certify that the foregoing 

Resolution was duly and regularly adopted by the City Council of the City of Taft at a regular meeting 

thereof held on the _____ day of _______________, 2014, by the following vote:  

 

AYES:   COUNCIL MEMBERS:  

NOES:   COUNCIL MEMBERS:  

ABSENT:  COUNCIL MEMBERS:  

ABSTAIN:  COUNCIL MEMBERS:  

 

__________________________________ 

Debra Elliott, Deputy City Clerk 
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The Taft Chamber of Commerce presents 

October 16-19, 2014 
Rails to Trails 

 4-day Carnival * Beer Garden *  Face Painting 

Live Bands *  Bounce Houses * Games  

Food Vendors * Craft Vendors 

FRIDAY 10/17:   
9pm-11pm 

ShotGun Daddy 
 

SATURDAY 10/18:  
10am-2pm 

Divided Highway 
 

2:30pm-4:30pm 
Fuzzbox Voodoo 

 
5pm-7:30pm 

English Revolver 
 

8pm-11pm 
1916 

Carnival 

THURS OCT 16: 5pm-10pm  

FRI OCT 17: 5pm-10pm  

SAT OCT 18: 12pm-10pm  

SUN OCT 19: 12pm-8pm 

Bands & Vendors 

FRI OCT 17: 6pm-11pm  

SAT OCT 18: 10am-11pm 

 Live Music on the Stage at 6th & Main St  

Beer Garden & Full Bar Available! 
Hosted by: Taft Petroleum Club & Black Gold Brewing 

Discounted Carnival Tickets Available NOW! 

 Only $15 

Contact the Taft Chamber at 661-765-2165 



 
 

City of Taft Agenda Report 
 
 
 
 
DATE:  October 7th, 2014  
 
TO:  MAYOR LINDER AND COUNCIL MEMBERS  
 
AGENDA MATTER: 
 
PURCHASE OF (2) POLICE VEHICLES FOR THE POLICE DEPARTMENT 
 
SUMMARY STATEMENT: 
 
In 2012 Ford Motor Company stopped manufacturing and selling the Ford Crown Victoria which 
has been the work horse of law enforcement for a great many years.  After studying the available 
law enforcement packages from Chevrolet, Ford and Dodge, we feel the Ford Utility Interceptor to 
be the best all-around package for the Police Department and the Chevrolet Tahoe for Police 
Supervisors.  Attached and incorporated to this staff report is the Study we have conducted to assist 
us in making these conclusions.  The Ford Police Utility Interceptor is currently available on the 
State of California Police Vehicle Bid Contract list through Sacramento Ford.  This means the City 
of Taft would not have to go out to a formal bid system.  Cost of purchasing the (2) cars then having 
them equipped and outfitted will cost under the $ 40,000.00 each as allotted by the finance 
committee.      
  
RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
 
Motion to appropriate $80,000.00 from Capitol Reserves for the purchase and equipping of (2) 
Police Vehicles.  
 
 
FUNDING SOURCE: Capitol Reserves 
  
   
ATTACHMENT (Y/N): 2014 Taft Police Department Vehicle Replacement Study  
 
 
PREPARED BY:  Ed Whiting – Chief of Police 
 
 
REVIEWED BY:            
CITY CLERK  
 

FINANCE DIRECTOR CITY MANAGER 

 



 
The Taft Police Department 

320 Commerce Way  Taft CA. 93268 
661-763-3101 – Main   661-763-4726 – Fax 

Craig Jones – City Manager 
Ed Whiting – Chief of Police 

 
 

     Celebrating 100 Years 
          1910 to 2010 

 
 October 2, 2014      

 
 

2014 Taft Police Department 
Police Vehicle replacement study 

 

In 2012 Ford Motor Company stopped manufacturing and selling the Ford Crown Victoria which 

has been the work horse of law enforcement for a great many years.  Our current Fleet 

replacement plan calls for the purchase of (2) cars per year and they be issued to one(1) officer.  

Each vehicle should last 8-10 years.  We didn’t have to completely re-invent the wheel for 

vehicle specs as Bakersfield PD, Kern County Sheriff, the California Highway Patrol, and other 

agencies, all have done extensive testing on these newer style police vehicles.  After speaking to 

these subjects and listening to the city council I felt the issues of concern are as follows:    

 

1. Cost 

2. Long term operations (will it last 8-10 years) 

3. Ergonomics  

4. Ease of maintenance (Can our shop mechanics work on it) 

 

In order to insure the City of Taft chooses a viable new vehicle for the Police Fleet many people 

and agencies were contacted and information was compiled.  Each of their names and agencies 

are included within this staff report.  

 

 



Here is the list of the agencies and contacts: 

 

Capt. Steve Mills – Fleet Manager 

California Highway Patrol 

Sacramento, CA.      

916-376-3535 

 

Sgt. Paul Wilson – Fleet Supervisor 

Kern County Sheriff 

Bakersfield, CA. 

661-391-7500 

 

Greg Williamson – Chief of Police 

Bakersfield Police Department 

Bakersfield, CA. 

661-326-3815 

 

Sgt. Brian Carpenter  - Fleet Supervisor 

Westminster Police Department 

Westminster, CA 

714-548-3200 

 

Ron Strand – Chief of Police 

Ridgecrest Police Department 

Ridgecrest, CA. 

760-608-9036 

 

Mark Vasilj – Owner 

Hi-Standard Automotive 

Orange, CA. 

714-532-117 



These are the vehicles for consideration: 

 

Vehicle #1 Ford Police Interceptor sedan MSRP  $ 23,500.00 

  

 

Not a lot of administrators, fleet managers, or end users like this car.  It is small, ergonomics are 

poor, and visibility is a problem for officers.   I have spoken to the number of agencies over the 

last 6 months who field these vehicles and have yet to hear a positive comment about it.  This 

Police Interceptor also sports a V-6 engine with and with or without a turbo charger.   

Historically police V-6 engines have not done well for long term operations.  No one we talked 

to believes this vehicle will last the 8-10 years we may need a vehicle to last.  On the Pro side 

this car is the cheapest of the bunch at $23K.   This is what the Bakersfield PD based their sole 

criteria on, the lowest bid.  Now they are having issues.  Bakersfield PD must now order 19 

additional Chevrolet Tahoe’s or Ford Utility Interceptors to accommodate larger/taller officers to 

avoid Workers Compensation claims/issues related to head/neck/back injuries should an officer 

have to get in and out of this car small car very fast.  CHP has tested many different vehicles, 

trucks, and SUV’s including this vehicle.   Even though this vehicle sports the same engine as 

the Ford Utility Interceptor other factors in mitigation were considered including ergonomics and 

visibility.    CHP chose the Ford Utility Interceptor over this vehicle.   

 

Recommendation:  This is not a vehicle we should consider both in terms of longevity and 

ergonomics. 

 

 

 



Vehicle #2 Chevrolet Caprice PPV sedan MSRP $ 28,900.00 

  

This vehicle is equipped with a V-8 engine and recently they modified the gear shift from the 

center console to the steering column.  This vehicle is also small and ergonomics are better than 

the Ford Police Interceptor but little less than perfect for larger officers, but still useable.  The 

vehicles V-8 engine is an industry standard and can be worked on by our mechanics.  Overall the 

vehicle looks and feels good and ancillary equipment for housing radios and light-bar controllers 

is excellent.  Both the Kern County Sheriff and Kern County Probation use these vehicles in day 

to day operations.   I have received mixed reviews from the officers and Deputies who drive 

them, but generally good.   

 

Recommendation:  This vehicle should be considered. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Vehicle #3 Dodge Charger PPV Sedan MSRP  $ 24,500.00 

  

  

This vehicle has had issues right from the start.   Ergonomics are poor, and visibility is poor.  

Maintenance is also high and batteries are expensive. The large battery is in the trunk and costs 

approx.. $349.00 each compared to the $107.00 we currently replace now.  In checking with 

various agencies who field or who have fielded these cars I found electrical issues and front end 

issues prevail.   Westminster Police Department fields half of their fleet in Chargers and they 

keep (6) new front ends in stock at all times due to excessive wear.  CHP tested this vehicle and 

found it would not last even 2 years or 60K miles without a complete suspension/electrical 

upgrade.  CHP said the Charger is no longer a vehicle they now consider.    

 

Recommendation:   This is not a vehicle we should consider in terms of maintenance, longevity, 

and ergonomics.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Vehicle #4 Ford Utility Interceptor MSRP $ 27,200.00 

  

 

This is currently the issue vehicle of the CHP.  As stated earlier the CHP has tested many 

different vehicles, trucks, and SUV’s and their current choice is this vehicle.  The Ergonomics 

are good and visibility is good.  This vehicle utilizes a 3.7 Liter V-6 engine which is not turbo 

charged.  One drawback is the vehicle sports “all-wheel” drive whereas the Caprice PPV and the 

Tahoe are both V-8 driven rear wheel drive systems.  This means who ever drives this vehicle 

needs to be retrained on the new Emergency Vehicle Operations Course (EVOC) for liability 

reasons.   After checking with the CHP, they offer this course, free of charge, here in the Kern 

County area.  MSRP is $27,200.00 from Wondries of Alhambra but the Fleet price set by the 

State of California is $26,700 through Downtown Motors in Sacramento, CA.  If this vehicle is 

selected we would not have to go to a bid system.  The CHP tells me they drive these vehicles 

24/7/365 and most of them after the first year are around 33K in mileage.  The CHP is currently 

fielding (609) of these Utility Interceptors.   Of the (609) Utilities (2) of them had transmission 

problems, and (4) of them have been totaled in crashes thus far.  The rest seem to be fine.  The 

City of Ridgecrest has (4) of the Utility Interceptors and they are reporting no issues with them 

and their officers like driving them.      

 

 Recommendation:  This vehicle should be considered. 

 

 

 

 



Vehicle #5 Chevrolet Tahoe PPV MSRP $ 29,800.00 

  

The Chevrolet Tahoe meets or exceeds the areas of concern for ergonomics, ease of 

maintenance, and longevity.  I suspect the longevity comes from being based on a truck chassis.  

The Westminster Police Department fields (14) of these Tahoe’s and still has some on Patrol 

which are 2004 models.  The fleet supervisor tells me they have well in excess of 100 K miles 

and still run great.  The Taft Police Department purchased a used 2005 Chevrolet Tahoe from the 

Arroyo Grande Police Department and it still runs great even after a front end crash.  Kern 

County Probation and the Kern County Sheriff are both fielding Chevrolet Tahoe’s and 

Chevrolet Caprice PPV’s.    Of the supervisors and officers who drive them they all say the 

vehicle is excellent. 

 

Recommendation:  This vehicle should be considered. 

 

 

Conclusions  

I will admit am still a little skeptical of a V-6 All-wheel police vehicle.  As stated above the V-6 

has traditionally not held up to the rigors of police work.  One of the foundations we need to 

adhere to is longevity.  Still, the Ford Utility has held up to the CHP standards and they are 

pretty rough on their vehicles.  The V-8 Tahoe and Caprice are viable although the Caprice still 

has some visibility issues.   I do not believe the Dodge Charger or the Ford Police Interceptor 

should be considered due to poor ergonomics and maintenance issues.   

 

 

  



First Recommendation 

For our department, based on our criteria, the standard vehicle to replace the Crown Victoria 

should be the Ford Utility Interceptor with a 3.7 liter V-6, non-turbo charged.   

 

Second Recommendation 

My second recommendation is the use of the Chevrolet Tahoe for supervisors as they tend to 

carry more equipment than the traditional Officer does on patrol.  Two(2) of our Supervisors are 

also Range masters and the need to carry additional equipment is necessary and the additional 

room provided by the Tahoe is ideal for this.    

 

Patrol: Ford Utility Interceptor 

Supervisors: Chevrolet Tahoe PPV 

 

 

Respectfully, 

 

Ed Whiting 

Chief of Police 

Taft Police Department 
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