
CITY OF TAFT PLANNING COMMISSION 
SPECIAL MEETING AGENDA 
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 8, 2015 

CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
209 E. KERN ST., TAFT, CA 93268 

 
AS A COURTESY TO ALL - PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES 

 
Any writings or documents provided to a majority of the Planning Commission regarding any item 
on this agenda are made available for public inspection in the lobby at Taft City Hall, 209 E. Kern 
Street, Taft, CA during normal business hours (SB 343). 

 
REGULAR MEETING                   6:00 P.M. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance 
Invocation 
Roll Call: Chairman Orrin 

Vice Chairman Thompson 
Commissioner Jones 
Commissioner Leikam 
Commissioner Livingston 

   
 

1. CITIZEN REQUESTS/PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 

THIS IS THE TIME AND PLACE FOR THE GENERAL PUBLIC TO ADDRESS THE CITY COUNCIL ON 
MATTERS WITHIN ITS JURISDICTION.  STATE LAW PROHIBITS THE COUNCIL FROM 
ADDRESSING ANY ISSUE NOT PREVIOUSLY INCLUDED ON THE AGENDA.  COUNCIL MAY 
RECEIVE COMMENT AND SET THE MATTER FOR A SUBSEQUENT MEETING.  PLEASE LIMIT 
COMMENTS TO FIVE MINUTES. 
 

2. MINUTES 
March 18, 2015 Regular  
 
Recommendation – Approve as submitted. 
 
 

3. PUBLIC HEARING – ZONING ORDINANCE AMENDMENT NO. 2014-13 
 
Recommendation – Adopt a Resolution recommending approval to the City Council of Zoning Ordinance 
Amendment 2014-13, an amendment of Chapters 1, 4, 5, 7, 8, and 12 of Title 6 of the Taft Zoning Ordinance 
relating to Emergency Shelters, Transitional and Supportive Housing. 
 

4. GENERAL PLAN AMENDMENT NO. 2015-01 – HOUSING ELEMENT UPDATE 2013-2023 
 
Recommendation – Review and approve the draft letter to HCD regarding the Implementation Review for the 
City of Taft 2008-2013 Housing Element that qualifies the City for a Streamlined Review for the 2015-2023 
Housing Element Update. 
 

5. 2015 ARBOR DAY/EARTH DAY CELEBRATIONS 
 
Recommendation – Motion to recognize National Arbor Day and Earth Day on Thursday, April 23, 2015. 
 
 

6. PLANNING DIRECTOR REPORT 
 

7. CITY ATTORNEY STATEMENTS 
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8. COMMISSIONER COMMENTS 

 
9. IDENTIFICATION OF REPRESENTATIVE TO THE CITY COUNCIL 
 
 ADJOURNMENT 

 
 

AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT 
(Government Code Section 54943.2) 

The City of Taft City Council Chamber is accessible to persons with disabilities. Disabled individuals who need special assistance 
(including transportation) to attend or participate in a meeting of the Taft City Council may request assistance at the Office of the City 
Clerk, City of Taft, 209 E. Kern Street, Taft, California or by calling (661) 763-1222. Every effort will be made to reasonably 
accommodate individuals with disabilities by making meeting material available in alternative formats. Requests for assistance should be 
made five (5) working days in advance of a meeting whenever possible. 
 

AFFIDAVIT OF POSTING 
I, Darnell Rowe, declare as follows: 
 
That I am the Deputy City Clerk for the City of Taft; that an agenda was posted on a public information bulletin board located near the 
door of the Civic Center Council Chamber on April 3, 2015, pursuant to 1987 Brown Act Requirements. 
 
I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct. 
Executed April 3, 2015, at Taft, California. 
 
Date/Time   Signature      



 
TAFT PLANNING COMMISSION 

MINUTES 
MARCH 18, 2015 

 
 
REGULAR MEETING       6:00 P.M. 
 
The March 18, 2015, regular meeting of the Planning Commission of the City of Taft, held in the City of Taft 
Council Chamber, 209 E. Kern Street, Taft, CA 93268, was opened by Vice Chairman Robert Thompson at 
6:03:28 PM.  The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Vice Chairman Thompson followed by a moment of 
silence. 
 
PRESENT: Vice Chairman Robert Thompson; 

Commissioners Shannon Jones, Bob Leikam and Jerry Livingston. 
Planning and Community Development Director Mark Staples; 
City Attorney Jason Epperson, City Clerk Yvette Mayfield. 

 
ABSENT: Chairman Ron Orrin   

 
1. CITIZEN REQUESTS/PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
 Mike Long of 508 Center Street and President of the Downtown Business Association 

wanted to speak on item number 3 and asked that the Public Hearing be reopened.  
 
2. MINUTES 

February 18, 2015 Regular  
 

Motion:  Moved by Jones, seconded by Leikam to approve Minutes as submitted. 
 

AYES:  Jones, Leikam, Livingston, Thompson 
ABSENT: Orrin 
VOTE:   4-1  

 
3. CONTINUED PUBLIC HEARING – CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT NO. 2014-15 
 

Planning Director Staples presented the staff report and recommendation to the Commissioners, 
reviewing what had transpired at last meeting on this item, and provided additional handouts from 
the applicant requested by the Commissioners for this project (a copy was submitted to the Clerk for 
the permanent file).  

 
The Public Hearing was opened at 6:20:23 PM to receive testimony from proponents and 
opponents.   
 

Christy Dukan, owner of Bangs and Tangles at 404 Center Street and Vice President of the Downtown 
Business Association read a letter from the Downtown Business Association. 
 
Mike Long of 508 Center Street and President of the Downtown Business Association requested that 
the applicant look for different sights for the project and that if approved there be a 3 year review of 
the project in the approval conditions.  He stated the concerns are that the monopine facility being 
placed on a portion of the parcel will make the lot useless to other development and that the customers 
using the nice new hotel will have that facility as their view. 

 
The Public Hearing was closed at 6:26:47 PM.             

 
 
 



Commissioner Livingston asked what the lease term would be on the property and if the conditions 
for the project could state that the facility would have to be removed and the property restored to its 
previous condition.  He was informed that the lease term was for 30 years and that yes removal 
could be a requirement of the project. 
 
Michelle Ellis, a representative for the applicant, shared with the Commission that the lease area on 
the parcel is very small and the owner will be free to develop the rest of the property as he sees fit.  
She also stated that Verizon was asked to lower the height of the monopine and they have complied. 
Verizon will be investing over one million dollars in this project and would not like to see a 
condition that the permit be revisited in 3 years. 
 
Commissioner Thompson wanted to confirm the total height of the monopine and was told that the 
total height is 70 ft. with a 60 ft. centerline. 
 
Commissioner Livingston stated he was concerned about the useful life of the material used in the 
tree and Ms. Ellis answered that the materials are very durable and that a technician is on site one to 
two times a month providing maintenance including aesthetics.  
 
Commissioner Leikam stated that he appreciated the letter from the Downtown Business 
Association (DBA) and questioned both Mr. Long and Ms. Dukan as to if the DBA might prefer the 
oil derrick design.  Mr. Long indicated that on behalf of the DBA it was discussed at their last 
meeting that they did not want a fake tree and wanted a 60 ft. maximum height requirement. 
 
Commissioner Jones noted that this is not the first permit for a tower seeking approval, nor would it 
to be the last.  The need is going to continue to grow and this will be ongoing.  Verizon is working 
with all the requests of the Commission and she believes the Commission needs to work with 
Verizon as they will be investing a million dollars into Taft with the project and that is a good thing. 
 
Commissioner Livingston indicated that he still had concerns that the simulations, even with a 20 ft. 
reduction in height, looks like a bottle washer and he would like to see conditions placed on the 
project if it is going to be approved. 
 

Motion: Moved by Leikam, seconded by Jones to Adopt a Resolution approving Conditional 
Use Permit 2014-15 to construct a 70-foot stealth monopine wireless 
telecommunications facility, for Verizon Wireless, within a 1,250 square foot lease 
area, on a 0.96 acre lot, within the Downtown Commercial (DC) Zone District located 
at 800 Main Street (Resolution No.2015-04) 

 
With the following additional Conditions of Approval placed on the project by 
the Planning Commission: 

 
1. The applicant shall be responsible for regular monthly maintenance of the 

facility, including all items within the lease area, equipment enclosure, cell 
tower and faux materials applied to the monopine.  Current emergency 
contact information shall be posted on the lease area access gate for the City 
or the public to call in case of an emergency maintenance situation.  

 
2. The applicant shall apply further tapering of the faux pine branches on the 

monopine to have it better resemble a pine tree, which shall be reviewed and 
approved by the Building and Planning Departments at the final inspection of 
the facility.  

 
3. The applicant shall start the branch application on the monopine starting at a 

point fifteen feet (15’) above finished grade.  
 
 



 
4. At such time the facility is vacated by a wireless telecommunications 

provider, such provider shall be responsible for the dismantling and 
demolition of the monopine and removal of all equipment within the lease 
area.  The lease area shall be returned to its prior condition of a vacant pad 
available for future development.  

 
AYES:    Jones, Leikam, Thompson 
NOES:    Livingston 
ABSENT:   Orrin 
VOTE:    3-1-1 
 
4. PUBLIC HEARING – SITE PLAN REVIEW NO. 2015-03 
 

Planning Director Staples presented the staff report and recommendation. 
 

The Public Hearing was opened at 7:07:04 PM to receive testimony from proponents and 
opponents.  Seeing none the Public Hearing was closed 

 
Motion:  Moved by Livingston, seconded by Leikam to Adopt a Resolution approving Site Plan 

Review 2015-03 to construct a 15,000 square foot industrial building, on a 3.04 acre 
lot, within the Industrial (I) Zone District located at the southwest corner of Gardner 
Field Road and Commerce Way (Resolution No. 2015-05) 

 
AYES:   Jones, Leikam, Livingston, Thompson 
ABSENT:  Orrin 
VOTE:   4-1  
 
5. PUBLIC HEARING – SITE PLAN REVIEW NO. 2015-05 

 
Planning Director Staples presented the staff report and recommendation. 
 

The Public Hearing was opened at 7:14:39 PM to receive testimony from proponents and 
opponents.   
 
Applicant for the project, Amy Steers, shared that it is her intent to open a nursery downtown 
to serve the needs of the community, create jobs and help the economy in Taft. 
 
Commissioner Jones commended Ms. Steers on her project and thought that it went along well 
with the vision for the downtown area. 
 
The Public Hearing was closed at   7:16:24 PM.            

 
Motion:  Moved by Jones, seconded by Leikam to Adopt a Resolution approving Site Plan 

Review 2015-05 to establish a nursery and garden center commercial use, on a 0.30 
acre lot, within the Downtown Commercial (DC) Zone District located at 207 Center 
Street (Resolution No. 2015-06) 

 
AYES:   Jones, Leikam, Livingston, Thompson 
ABSENT:  Orrin 
VOTE:   4-1  

 
6. GENERAL PLAN AMENDMENT NO. 2015-01 – HOUSING ELEMENT UPDATE 2013-2023 

 
Director Staples updated the Commissioners on the status of the Housing Element Update notifying 
them that he is currently working with the Department of Housing and Community Development 



(HCD) on the emergency shelter requirement that the Commission had previously addressed and 
stated that he would be bringing it back to the Commission with any HCD required changes. 
 

7. CANCEL THE APRIL 2015 REGULAR PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING 
 

Motion:  Moved by Livingston, seconded by Jones to cancel the April 22, 2015, regular 
Planning Commission meeting, and to hold a special Planning Commission meeting 
on April 8, 2015 

 
AYES:   Jones, Leikam, Livingston, Thompson 
ABSENT:  Orrin 
VOTE:   4-1  

 
8. PLANNING DIRECTOR REPORT 

 
Director Staples shared that he attended a LAFCO class in Fresno and felt that it was a nice 
refresher for him and that it would help the Annexation Ad-Hoc Committee as they move forward.  
He also stated that he was open to reviewing and possibly updating the Wireless Communications 
Ordinance if given direction to do so from the Commissioners. 
 

9. CITY ATTORNEY STATEMENTS 
 

City Attorney Epperson reminded the Commissioners of the upcoming Ethics Training being held 
March 26, 2015. 

 
10. COMMISSIONER COMMENTS 

 
Commissioner Jones notified every one of the upcoming State of the City Luncheon on April 23rd. 
 
Commissioner Thompson thanked Director Staples for all his hard work on the items brought 
before the Commission.  
 

11. IDENTIFICATION OF REPRESENTATIVE TO THE CITY COUNCIL 
 

Commissioner Leikam was appointed as the representative to report to the City Council at their next 
meeting. 
 

 ADJOURNMENT 
 

With no further business to conduct it was moved by Jones, seconded by Leikam and approved 
unanimously, to adjourn the meeting at 7:35:04 PM.  

 
 
 
 

             
Yvette Mayfield, City Clerk    Ron Orrin, Chairman 
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City of Taft 
Planning Commission 

Staff Report 
           Agenda Item: #3 

 
DATE: April 8, 2015  
 
TO: Chairman Orrin and Members of the Planning Commission 
 
FROM: Mark Staples, Director 
 Planning and Community Development 
 
SUBJECT: Zoning Ordinance Amendment 2014-13 – Emergency Shelters, Transitional and 

Supportive Housing  
 
RECOMMENDATION:  Adopt a Resolution recommending approval to the City Council of 

Zoning Ordinance Amendment 2014-13, an amendment of Chapters 1, 
4, 5, 7, 8, and 12 of Title 6 of the Taft Zoning Ordinance relating to 
Emergency Shelters, Transitional and Supportive Housing. 

 
LOCATION:  Citywide 
 
PROJECT ANALYSIS: 
 
At the September 17 and November 19, 2014, Planning Commission regular meetings, City Staff 
presented a proposed zoning ordinance amendment so that emergency shelters, transitional and 
supportive housing can be better accommodated in the City of Taft and be compliant with Senate 
Bill 2 state law.  On December 3, 2014, the Planning Commission voted unanimously to adopt 
Resolution No. 2014-13 approving an amendment to multiple chapters of the Zoning Ordinance to 
define, permit in certain zones, and set development standards for emergency shelters, transitional 
and supportive housing.  City Staff then forwarded the amendments to the State Housing and 
Community Development Department for a 30-day review period from December 29, 2014 to 
January 29, 2015, for consistency with SB 2 law.  Staff did not hear from HCD during this time 
period.  
 
As staff was prepared to move the amendments forward to City Council review and approval, Staff 
received an email from HCD on February 10, 2015, that they had reviewed the document and had 
some comments.  Staff received written corrections and comments from HCD on February 23.  Staff 
has been working with HCD since then to fully comply with SB 2 and its standards for 
accommodating emergency shelters, transitional and supportive housing.  Attached is a copy of their 
comments for review.  Below is a summary of Staff responses to HCD’s comments: 
 

 Page 1-59 revised to refer to the section as “Government Code” 
 Page 1-60 revised to include “adults and emancipated minors” 
 Page 1-60 revised to refer to the section as “Government Code” 
 Page 1-61 revised to refer to the section as “Government Code” 
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 Page 1-61 additional definition of Transitional Housing has been deleted 
 Page 4-4 Staff is still working with HCD and will have it resolved by April 8, 2015 
 Page 5-6 NO REVISIONS REQUIRED  
 Page 7-4 Staff is still working with HCD and will have it resolved by April 8, 2015 
 Page 8-1 NO REVISIONS REQUIRED 
 Page 12-48 proposed development standards are consistent with state law.  Standard #3 will 

most likely be deleted as access to transit is not a listed allowable development standard per 
state law.  Standard #4 will likely be revised to “200 feet” to stay under the state law max 
limit of 300 feet. 

 Page 12-49 Staff is still working with HCD to resolve Standard #12 and will have it resolved 
by April 8, 2015. 

 
As noted above, a number of items will be resolved between the writing of this staff report and the 
Planning Commission meeting.  The key issue is how transitional and supportive housing is defined 
and treated similar to other residential uses.  Staff has proposed that all three housing types be 
permitted in the R-2 zone district, as it has the most variety of housing types that can be converted to 
accommodate a variety of housing facilities.  Additionally, the R-2 zoned properties are centrally 
located in Taft and provide the best access to local highways, transit stops, access to civic facilities, 
and shopping opportunities.  Staff will present the final amendments to Pages 4-4, possibly 5-6, 7-4, 
possibly 8-1, and 12-48 and -49 at the meeting on April 8. 
 
 
Staff Report from December 3, 2014, Planning Commission meeting_______________________ 
 
The Planning Director attended a Housing Element workshop at the Kern COG offices in 
Bakersfield, on November 4, 2014, conducted by California Department of Housing and Community 
Development (HCD) staff.  Melinda Coy, Housing Specialist with HCD, outlined the differences 
between emergency shelters, transitional and supportive housing, and the ordinance requirements for 
each housing type.  Below are the summarized definition of each use, zoning requirement, and the 
proposed ordinance change to be compliant with SB 2 and HCD: 
 
Emergency Shelters: Housing with minimal supportive or social services, with a max occupancy of 
six months by a homeless person.  Per SB 2, emergency shelters shall be allowed in one zone by 
right, without a Conditional Use Permit or other discretionary action.  As the Alpha House on North 
Street is an example of such a shelter, staff proposes to have the R-2 (Medium Density Residential) 
zone be the one zone emergency shelters are permitted by right.  The Downtown Commercial (DC) 
zone may be another area to allow the shelters as there are quite a few residences on Kern Street 
with easy access to Taft Area Transit and Kern Regional Transit for the shelter residents. 
 
Transitional Housing: Housing configured as rental housing, but operated under program 
requirements for a transitional resident to live there for a six to 24 month period.  Residents of 
transitional housing do receive social and supportive services, but such services are limited to their 
length of stay at the transitional housing location.  Transitional housing shall be considered a 
residential use, and only be subject to the restrictions and requirements applied to other residential 
uses in that zone. Transitional Housing must be allowed in any zone that housing is permitted. 
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Supportive Housing: Housing for a target population (typically low-income, disabled, chronic 
health issues, substance abuse, etc.) that has on- or off-site services for the resident to assist with 
residency, health status, and possibly employment assistance.  There is no maximum limit of the 
length of time that a resident can stay.  Supportive housing shall be considered a residential use, and 
only be subject to the restrictions and requirements applied to other residential uses in that zone.  
Supportive Housing must be allowed in any zone that housing is permitted. 
 
Target Population: Adults with low-income having one or more disabilities, including mental 
illness, HIV or AIDS, substance abuse, or other chronic health conditions, or individuals eligible for 
services provided under the Lanterman Development Disabilities Services Act and may include 
families with children, elderly persons, young adults aging out of the foster care system, individuals 
exiting from institutional settings, veterans, or homeless people. 
 
Homelessness in Taft: The Kern Council of Governments (Kern COG) has produced a Kern 
Regional Housing Data Report to assist Kern County and cities in their preparation of their Housing 
Elements.  On November 2, 2014, the Report was accepted by HCD as meeting the state 
requirements for quantifying the housing needs for Kern County. The Report provides various 
population and housing data tables, which includes homeless data.  The Report’s “Table 29: 
Collected Homeless Data for Point in Time (PIT)” lists Taft’s local emergency shelter ALPHA 
House that houses approximately 7 persons (adult and children) at any given time.  Alpha House is a 
safe haven for domestic violence victims and their children.  As Alpha House is the only facility in 
the west Kern County area, it serves far more than just Taft.  Their residents can come from as far 
away as Bakersfield and Tehachapi.  Taft is not identified as having transitional or supportive 
housing facilities.  The data table also lists Taft as having approximately 15 unsheltered homeless 
adults, with no children or homeless households.  These adults are not identified as needing 
emergency, transitional or supportive housing. 
 
In order to be in compliance with SB 2, staff is proposing to allow emergency shelters in only the R-
2 zone district by right.  There is 142 acres of R-2 zoned property within the City of Taft, which 
should provide sufficient vacant and developed property for emergency shelters.  Transitional and 
supportive housing facilities will be allowed in all zones that allow residential uses, but will require 
a Conditional Use Permit.  The requirement of a Conditional Use Permit is not meant to penalize 
facility operators, but is meant to provide Planning Commission discretion and a chance to review 
these facilities case by case.  As homelessness represents less than one-half of one percent (0.34%, 
22 sheltered and unsheltered homeless persons out of 6,451 Taft household residents) of Taft 
residents, staff does not foresee many applications for these facilities.  An application for a single 
transitional or supportive housing facility should be reviewed in more detail to ensure its fit within 
the chosen neighborhood. 
 
Since the November 19, 2014, Commission meeting, staff has amended Chapter 1 of the Zoning 
Ordinance to include the definitions of emergency shelters, transitional and supportive housing, and 
target populations.  Staff has also amended Chapter 12 to include development standards for 
emergency shelters, transitional and supportive housing facilities, which are applicable for all three 
shelter and housing types.   
 
End of December 3, 2014, Staff Report________________________________________________ 
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Recommendation 
 
Staff recommends that the Planning Commission adopt a resolution recommending approval to the 
City Council of Ordinance Amendment 2014-13 per the attached amendments to Title 6 of the Taft 
Zoning Ordinance relating to Emergency Shelters, Transitional and Supportive Housing. 
 
CEQA: 
The project is exempt from the requirements of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) 
as set forth in Section 15061(b)(3) of the CEQA Guidelines as the proposed amendment will have no 
significant effect on the environment. 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 

1. Resolution  
2. HCD Comments from February 2015 



RESOLUTION NO. _______ 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF 
TAFT RECOMMENDING APPROVAL TO THE CITY COUNCIL OF 

ZONING ORDINANCE AMENDMENT NO. 2014-13 AMENDING 
CHAPTERS 1, 4, 5, 7, 8 AND 12 OF TITLE VI OF THE CITY OF TAFT 

ZONING ORDINANCE RELATING TO EMERGENCY SHELTERS, 
TRANSITIONAL AND SUPPORTIVE HOUSING 

 
WHEREAS, California Government Code Section 65580 mandates the preparation and 

implementation of Housing Elements toward the attainment of the state’s housing goal and cities 
and counties identifying adequate sites for housing, including emergency shelters, transitional 
and supportive housing; and 

 
WHEREAS, homelessness is a statewide problem that affects many cities and counties, 

with an estimated 360,000 homeless individuals and families in California; and 
 
WHEREAS, some of the causes of homelessness are mental illness, substance abuse, 

prison release, and lack of affordable housing; and 
 
WHEREAS, as homelessness affects people of all races, gender, age, and geographic 

location there is a growing need for every city and county to plan for the location of adequate 
emergency shelters. Many people experiencing homelessness, primarily youth and single 
individuals, need shelter but also have a need for residential substance abuse and mental health 
services; and 

 
WHEREAS, the lack or shortage of emergency shelters for homeless individuals and 

families in cities and counties across the state leads to the concentration of services in inner cities 
and poor communities; and 

 
WHEREAS, in order to ensure access to services in every city and county for homeless 

individuals and families, it is important that cities and counties plan for these services to address 
the special needs and circumstances of this threatened population; and 

 
WHEREAS, it is the responsibility of cities and counties to plan and identify areas for 

emergency shelters, include this as part of their planning process and locate emergency shelters 
where most appropriate in their community, and the state should not dictate where these 
emergency shelters should be located; and 

 
 WHEREAS, the Planning Commission reviewed and commented on a draft ordinance 
amendment of Chapters 1, 4, 5, 7, 8 and 12 of Title VI  of the Zoning Ordinance at a special 
meeting on December 3, 2014; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission studied and considered the written findings for 
approval of Zoning Ordinance Amendment No. 2014-13, City Staff’s written and oral reports, 
and all public testimony before making a decision on this request; and  
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WHEREAS, the laws and regulations relating to the preparation and adoption of 
environmental documents, as set forth in the State Guidelines Implementing the California 
Environmental Quality Act have been adhered to; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Planning Commission has fully considered this request and the potential 
environmental effects.   
 

NOW, THEREFORE, THE PLANNING COMMISSION DOES HEREBY FIND, 
DETERMINE, RESOLVE, AND RECOMMEND AS FOLLOWS: 
 
1. The proposed amendment is consistent with the goals, objectives, policies, and programs of 

the General Plan and is necessary and desirable to implement the provision of the General 
Plan; and 

 
2. The proposed amendment will not adversely affect the public health, safety, and welfare or 

result in an illogical land use pattern; and  
 

3. The proposed amendment is consistent with the purpose and intent of the remainder of this 
Zoning Ordinance not under consideration; and 

 
4. The potential environmental impacts of the proposed amendment are insignificant, have been 

mitigated, or there are overriding considerations that outweigh the potential impacts; and 
 

5. The proposed amendment is exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act pursuant 
to Section 15061(b)(3) of the California Environmental Quality Act Guidelines because the 
Code Amendment will have no significant effect on the environment.   

 
SECTION 1. The following revisions to Chapters 1, 4, 5, 7, 8, and 12, of Title VI, shall be 

recommended to the City Council of the City of Taft as follows: 
 
6.1.190  Definitions 
 
Emergency Shelter 

 
Housing with minimal supportive services for homeless persons that is limited to occupancy of 
six months or less by a homeless person.  No individual or household may be denied emergency 
shelter because of an inability to pay, as defined in Section 50801(e) of the Health and Safety 
Code. 

 
Supportive Housing 

 
Housing with no limit on length of stay, that is occupied by the target population, and that is 
linked to on- or off-site services that assist the supportive housing resident in retaining the 
housing, improving his or her health status, and maximizing his or her ability to live and, when 
possible, work in the community, as defined in Section 50675.14(b) of the Government Code. 

 
 
 
 



Resolution No. _______ 
April 8, 2015 
Page 3 of 7 
 
Target Population 

 
Adults with low-income having one or more disabilities, including mental illness, HIV or AIDS, 
substance abuse, or other chronic health conditions, or individuals eligible for service provided 
under the Lanterman Development Disabilities Services Act and may, among other populations, 
include adults, emancipated minors, families with children, elderly persons, young adults aging 
out of the foster care system, individuals exiting from institutional settings (e.g. jails, hospitals, 
prisons, and institutes of mental disease), veterans, or homeless people, as defined in Section 
50675.14 of the Government Code. 

 
Transitional Housing 

 
Buildings configured as rental housing developments, but operated under program requirements 
that call for the termination of assistance and recirculation of the assisted unit to another eligible 
program recipient at some predetermined future point in time, which shall be no less than six (6) 
months, as defined in Section 50675.2(h) of the Government Code. 

 
 
6.4.30 USE REGULATIONS 
 

Table 4.A 
Uses Permitted Within Residential Districts  

USE RS R-1 R-2 R-3 

A. RESIDENTIAL USES 

 1. Single Family Dwelling     

  1 Single Family Dwelling P P P X 

  
2nd Single Family Dwelling (per Section 11.200 of this 
Title) P P N/A N/A 

 11. Emergency Shelter X X P X 

 12. Transitional Housing C C C C 

 13. Supportive Housing C C C C 

 
 
6.5.30 USE REGULATIONS  
 

Table 5.A 
Uses Permitted Within Commercial Zone Districts 

USE MU GC DC 

D. Residential Uses 

 1. Single family residential dwellings X X X
 2. Residence in conjunction with a business C C C
 3. Multi-family residential dwellings C C C
 4. Emergency Shelters X X X 
 5. Transitional Housing C C C 
 6. Supportive Housing C C C 
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6.7.30 USE REGULATIONS  
 

Table 7.A 
Uses Permitted Within the Agricultural District 

USE  A 
G. RESIDENTIAL 
 1. Farm labor housing for on-site employees C
 2. Farm labor housing for contract labor C
 3. Residential accessory structures P
 4. Residential facilities C
 5. Single-family dwelling, occupied by the owner or full-time on-site 

employee P 

 6. Emergency Shelters X 
 7. Transitional Housing C 
 8. Supportive Housing C 
 
6.8.30 USE REGULATIONS  
 

Table 8.A 
Uses Permitted within Natural Resources District 

USE NR 

A. NATURAL RESOURCE USE  
1. Agricultural uses subject to the provisions of Chapter 6.7 of this Title P
2. Kennels (both commercial and non-commercial) P
3. Oil and gas exploration and production, subject to the provisions of Chapter 6.9 of this 

Title 
P

4. Mineral exploration and production subject to Chapter 6.8 of this Title P
5. Steam and cogeneration facilities used for oil and gas production P
6. Single family dwelling C
7. Emergency Shelters X 
8. Transitional Housing C 
9. Supportive Housing C 
 
 
6.12.160 EMERGENCY SHELTERS, TRANSITIONAL AND SUPPORTIVE HOUSING 

 
Emergency Shelters, Transitional and Supportive Housing, as defined in Chapter 
6.1.190 of this Title, shall be subject to the following development standards. 
 
1. Maximum Stay 

 
a. Emergency Shelters: Shall not exceed 180 days in a 365 day period 

 
b. Transitional Housing: Six (6) to twenty four (24) months 

 
c. Supportive Housing: No limit on length of stay 

 
2. The maximum number of beds/persons permitted to be served nightly shall be 

based on the individual capacity of the building and overall facility and shall not 
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be less than 50 square feet per person served, consistent with Cal. Gov’t Code 
Section 65583(4)(A). 
 

3. Facilities shall be located within a 1/2 mile radius of a local or regional transit 
stop, as measured from the property line. 

 
4. A minimum distance of 300 feet shall be maintained between emergency 

shelters, transitional and supportive housing facilities. 
 

5. At least one (1) manager shall be on-site during all hours of operation of the 
facility. Such manager shall be an individual who does not utilize the shelter’s 
beds or other services and who resides off-site. 

 
6. Each facility shall meet the minimum parking requirement of the residential 

structure(s) they occupy, per Chapter 14 of this Title.  There shall be a minimum 
of 1 parking stall for every 4 beds or 1/2 parking space for each bedroom 
designated for family units with children, plus 1 parking stall for each 
employee/volunteer on duty, shall be maintained. 

 
7. Each facility shall provide an on-site bicycle rack for use by residents of the 

facility. 
 

8. Exterior lighting may be provided for the outdoor areas.  All lighting shall be 
designed to project downward and not be directed towards or create glare on 
adjacent properties, per Chapter 6.13.80 of this Title. 

 
9. Facility waiting and intake areas shall be provided containing a minimum of ten 

(10) square feet per bed provided at the facility.  Waiting and intake areas shall 
be located within the facility building or may be located outside and shall be 
screened from public view by 6-foot tall mature landscaping or 6-foot tall solid 
wall or fence. 

 
10. Facility storage should be limited to within the interior of the facility structure.  

Outdoor storage shall be limited to small accessory structures that meet all 
development, setback, and lot coverage standards of the zone district and be 
consistent with Chapter 6.11.30 of this Title.  Large storage containers and sea 
trains are prohibited. 

 
11. Each facility shall provide a minimum of one (1) restroom facility that includes 

at least one (1) sink, one (1) toilet, and one (1) shower.  Facilities that 
accommodate homeless families shall provide an additional restroom facility 
specifically designated for use just by families.  Larger facilities shall provide 
additional restroom facilities at a ratio of one (1) full restroom facility for every 
ten (10) beds. 

 
12. An operational plan may be required for review and approval to address 

additional specific needs as identified by the Planning Director. The approved 
operational plan shall remain active throughout the life of the facility and updated 
as necessary. At a minimum, the plan shall contain provisions addressing the 
items outlined below: 

 
a. Safety and security measures for residents and staff; 
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b. Loitering control measures to minimize the congregation of people; 

 
c. Management of outdoor areas with admittance and discharge procedures and 

monitoring of waiting areas to minimize disruption to nearby land uses; 
 

d. Staff training with objectives to provide adequate knowledge and skills to 
assist clients in obtaining permanent shelter and income; 

 
e. Communication and outreach with objectives for proper response to 

operational issues which may arise from the neighborhood, City staff, or the 
general public; 

 
f. Screening of clients for admittance eligibility with objectives to provide first 

service to Taft area residents; 
 

g. Counseling programs to be provided with referrals to outside assistance 
agencies; and 

 
h. Litter control objectives to provide for the timely removal of litter 

attributable to clients within the vicinity of the facility. 
 

13. Shelters and housing facilities may provide other support and social services in 
designated areas separate from sleeping areas, such as: 
 
a. Recreation areas; 

 
b. Counseling for job placement, educational, health care, legal, or mental 

health services; 
 

c. Laundry facilities; 
 

d. Kitchen facilities; 
 

e. Dining facilities; 
 

f. Other similar services geared to homeless clients. 
 
 

SECTION 2. If any section, subsection, sentence, clause or phrase of this Resolution is 
for any reason held to be unconstitutional, such decision shall not affect the validity of the 
remaining sections of this Resolution.  The Planning Commission hereby declares that it would 
have passed this Resolution, and each section, subsection, clause and phrase thereof, irrespective 
of the face that any one or more sections, subsections, sentences, clauses or phrases be declared 
invalid or unconstitutional. 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this Resolution be delivered forthwith by 
the City Clerk to the City Council of the City of Taft. 
 
PASSED AND ADOPTED on this 8th day of April, 2015. 
 
ATTEST 
 
 
 
___________________________   ________________________________ 
Yvette Mayfield, City Clerk    Ron Orrin, Chairman 

 
CERTIFICATION 

 
I, Yvette Mayfield, hereby certify that the foregoing resolution was passed and adopted 

by the Planning Commission of the City of Taft at a specially scheduled meeting held on the 8th 
day of April, 2015, by the following vote 
 
AYES: 
NOES: 
ABSENT: 
ABSTENTIONS: 
 
 
 
_________________________________ 
Yvette Mayfield, City Clerk 
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City of Taft 
Planning Commission 

Staff Report 
Agenda Item #4 

 
DATE: April 8, 2015  
 
TO: Chairman Orrin and Members of the Planning Commission 
 
FROM: Mark Staples, Director 
 Planning and Community Development 
 
SUBJECT: General Plan Amendment No. 2015-01 – Housing Element Update 2013-2023  
 
RECOMMENDATION:  Review and approve draft letter to HCD regarding the Implementation 

Review for the City of Taft 2008-2013 Housing Element that qualifies the 
City for a Streamlined Review for the 2015-2023 Housing Element Update 

 
LOCATION:  Citywide 
 
PROJECT ANALYSIS: 
 
On March 18, 2015, the Planning Director presented the Housing Element Update process to the Planning 
Commission with regards to the  “Attachment 1: Implementation Review”, which includes the recent efforts 
made by the Planning Commission to update the Zoning Ordinance regarding emergency shelters, transitional 
and supportive housing.  In order for the City to be qualified for a streamlined review of the upcoming 
Housing Element Update for 2015-2023, the City must submit the Implementation Review document to the 
Department of Housing and Community Development (HCD) showing compliance and effort to implement 
the five items listed that are key housing issues. 
 
The City is compliant with all issues listed, and for some, the City did not need a program due to unique 
circumstances.  Whether the City is compliant or did not need to address the Implementation Review matters, 
the City will still need to update and most likely include such programs in the update for the 2015-2023 years.  
Attached is a letter to HCD with the completed Implementation Review and supporting attachments.   
 
Staff is recommending that the Planning Commission review the letter and approve the Planning Director to 
send it to HCD for an Implementation Review to be cleared for a Streamlined Review for the 2015-2023 
Housing Element Update. 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
1. Letter to the Department of Housing and Community Development 
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Kern Council of Governments, Regional Housing Allocation Plan 
 
KERN DATA 2006, Population, Vol. 1 
 
City of Taft Housing Needs Study, Kern Cog, 2006 
 
A Growth and Development Strategy for the City of Taft, Management/Development Associates 
May 1991. 
  
City of Taft Market Study: Senior Assisted Living Facility.  The Planning Institute, Inc., 2007 
  
City of Taft Community Demographic Survey and Labor Force Analysis, June 2000 
 
State of the Cities Data Systems: Comprehensive Housing Affordability Strategy (CHAS) Data 
 
2000 U.S. Census, SF-1 and SF-3 datum 
 
Kern County 2009 Homeless Census 
 
1.4 ORGANIZATION OF THE HOUSING ELEMENT 
 
The Housing Element is organized based on the sequence suggested by the State Housing and 
Community Development Department (HCD).  

 
2.0    REGIONAL HOUSING NEED ALLOCATION PLAN 
 

2.1 HOUSING NEEDS 
 
Quantitative Needs: The Kern County Housing Allocation Plan prepared by the Kern Council of 
Governments estimated the City’s housing needs for 2006-2013 as follows: 

 
Table No. 1: 

 
Housing Need by Income Distribution – City of Taft 

By Income 
levels 

Very Low 
Income 

Low 
Income 

Moderate 
Income 

Above 
Moderate 
Income 

Total 

Sub Total 16 10 11 25 62 
Source: Kern Council of Governments 

 
Qualitative Needs: The 2002 (interim update) and 2008-2013 housing element identified several 
current and future housing needs. In addition, the 2008 housing element, through the Ad Hoc 
Vision Steering Committee (see Section 4.0, Citizen Participation for further details), identified 
the need to increase housing supply for seniors, multi-family housing, and in-fill single-family 
housing in the next few years, including affordable and moderate income housing for those 
working in Taft but commuting from Bakersfield  (35-40 miles one-way trip). Educational and 
correctional institution employees could be targeted under this program as well. 
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Current Needs: 

 
a. The number of dwellings that are substandard and in need of rehabilitation; 

 
 b. The number of dwellings that are substandard and in need of replacement; 
 
 c. The number of dwellings in which the occupants are overcrowded; 
 

d. The number of dwellings in which the occupants are paying a disproportionate share of their 
incomes for shelter. 

 
Future Needs: 

 
a. The need for additions to the housing stock caused by population growth and new household 

formation; 
 

b. The need for additions to the housing stock to replace units normally removed by operations of 
the market and to provide for adequate vacancy rates. 

 
Since continuity of policy and purpose is important to any governmental activity over a long 
period of time, the updating process did not change previous goals or policy direction.  The 
purpose of this update is to refine, reform and recast the goals, policies, and objectives as housing 
issues have changed during the intervening years. 

 
2.2 HOUSING NEEDS ASSESSMENT FOR EXTREMELY LOW-INCOME HOUSEHOLDS 
 
Extremely low-income is defined as households with income less that thirty percent (30%) of 
area median income. At the time of the 2000 Census of Population and Housing, the median 
income in the County of Kern was $35,466. For extremely low-income households, this results in 
an income of $10,639 or less for a four-person household. Households with extremely low-
income have a variety of housing situations and needs. For example, most families and 
individuals receiving only public assistance, such as Social Security benefits (SSDI or SSI) are 
considered extremely low-income households. Also, a minimum wage worker could be 
considered an extremely low-income household with an annual income of approximately $17,000 
or less.  
 
Existing Needs:  
 
In 2000, approximately 571 extremely low-income households resided in the City, representing 
twenty-five percent (25%) of the total households. Most ninety-one point two (91.2%) extremely 
low-income households are renters and experience a high incidence of housing problems. For 
example, eighty-four point three percent (84.3%) of extremely low-income households faced 
housing problems (defined as cost burden greater than thirty percent (30%) of income and/or 
overcrowding and/or without complete kitchen or plumbing facilities) and eighty-four point three 
percent (84.3%) were in overpayment situations. Even further, sixty-two point three percent 
(62.3%) of extremely low-income households paid more than fifty percent (50%) of their income 
toward housing costs, compared to twelve point seven (12.7%) for all households.    
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Table 1.1 

City of Taft Housing Problems for All Households 
CHAS Data Book 

 

 Total 
Renters 

Total 
Owners 

Total 
Households 

Household Income <=30% MFI 290 28 318 
% with any housing problems 82.8 100 84.3 
% Cost Burden >30% 82.8 100 84.3 
% Cost Burden >50%  58.6 100 62.3 
Source: State of the Cities Data Systems: Comprehensive Housing Affordability Strategy (CHAS) Data 

  
Projected Needs: 
 
To calculate the projected housing needs for extremely low-income, the City used Kern Council 
of Government (Kern COG) Regional Housing Needs Assessment (RHNA). According to the 
RHNA the extremely low-income housing need for the City is 16 units from January 2006 
through June 30, 2013.  
 
To address the housing needs of extremely low-income households, the City will identify and 
meet with nonprofit builders who specialize in building housing for extremely low-income 
households and supportive housing. This effort is designed to: 
 
- Build a long-term partnership in development. 
- Gain access to specialize funding sources, including applying for funding sources that 
support deeper targeting. 
- Identify the range of local resources and assistance needed to facilitate the development of 
Housing for extremely low-income households.  
- Promote a variety of housing types, including higher density, multi-family supportive, 
single room occupancy and shared housing. 
 
As part of this effort, the City will develop an action plan with its nonprofit partners to develop 
housing for extremely low-income households. Activities include assisting with site 
identification and acquisition, local financial resources, assisting and streamlining entitlements 
and providing concessions and incentives.    

 
3.0 REVIEW AND REVISION OF PREVIOUS ELEMENT 
 

3.1 PROGRESS REPORT 
 
Section 65588(a) of the Government Code provides that each community shall review its housing 
element as frequently as appropriate, but at least once every five (5) years.  Such review, 
according to the State Department of Housing and Community Development, focuses on: 

 
 A. Effectiveness of the element {Section 65588[a](2)}: 

 A comparison of the actual results of the earlier element with its goals, objectives, 
policies and programs.  The results should be quantified where possible, but may be 
qualitative where necessary. 
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5.5.2 Disabled Persons  
 

Table No. 14: 
Total Population by Disabled Persons (5 Years and Above) 

2000 Source U.S. Census 
  
Taft housing policies encourage the construction of disabled units within residential projects and 
require handicapped parking easily accessible at project entrances. 

 
5.5.3 Female Headed Households 

 
The number of households headed by women indicates the need for childcare, recreation 
programs, and other social services. The community has made effective use of grant funds for 
childcare managed by the Community College. The childcare facility accommodates children of 
students, low-income families, and foster children. In the age group15 years and over, eight 
percent (widowed or divorced) are female-headed households. There are 630 female-headed 
households (28.21% of occupied households) in the City. Of the 630 households, about 55 
percent are renters. 
 
 
 
 

Categories County City 

 Male Female 
 
 
 

Total Male Female 
 
 
 

Total 

Population 339,382 322,269 661,658 3,331 3,069 6,400 
Ages 5 to 15 

Disabled 
 
4,876 

 
3,186 

 
8,062 

 
20 

 
36 

 
56 

Ages 16 to 20 
Disabled 
Unemployed 

 
4,759 
3,022 

 
3,091 
1,972 

 
7,850 
4,994 

 
21 
0 

 
15 
15 
 

 
36 
15 

Ages 21 to 64 
Disabled 
Unemployed 

 
43,999 
19,952 

 
41,319 
24,711 

 
85,318 
44,663 

 
486 
241 

 
418 
234 

 
904 
475 

Ages 65 to 74 
Disabled 

 
6,160 

 
6,792 

 
12,952 

 
65 

 
67 

 
132 

Ages 75 and over 
Disabled 

 
5,891 

 
9,551 

 
15,442 

 
56 

 
161 

 
217 

Total 
Disabled 
 
Unemployed 
among Disabled 
(Ages 16 – 64) 

 
65,685 
 
22,974 

 
63,939 
 
26,683 

 
129,624 
 
49,657 

 
648 
 
241 
 
 

 
697 
 
249 

 
1345 
 
490 
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5.5.6 Persons in Group Quarters (Residential Facility 6≥, Boarding House) 
 

Group quarters are living situations where kitchen and perhaps bath facilities are shared, such as 
in a residential facility with 6 or more individuals (not related; ex. prison, dormitories, etc.) or 
boarding house..  
 
According to the 2008 Department of Finance Census, the City has a prison population of about 
530 inmates in the City operated Community Correctional Facility and 2,298 inmates at the 
federal prison operated by Management& Training Corporation (MTC). . There were 
approximately 2,828 inmates in the federal prison and the Taft Community Correctional Facility 
in 2008. Besides the inmate population, the City also has 181 individuals in group quarters (51 in 
nursing and other institutionalized facilities and 130 in College dormitories or other non-
institutionalized facilities). 
 
5.5.7 Transitional Housing and Supportive Housing 
 
Transitional housing means housing with supportive services for up to 24 months that is 
exclusively designated and targeted for recently homeless persons. Transitional housing includes 
self-sufficiency development services, with the ultimate goal of moving recently   
homeless persons to permanent housing as quickly as possible, and limits rents and services fees 
to an ability-to-pay formula reasonably consistent with the United States Department of Housing 
and Urban Development’s requirements for subsidized housing for low-income persons. 
{California Health and Safety Code, Section 50801(i)} 
 
Supportive Housing means housing with no limit on length of stay that is occupied by the target 
population. Also, it is linked to onsite and offsite services that assist the supportive housing 
resident in retaining the housing, improving his or her health status, and maximizing his or her 
ability to live. The resident may work in the community. Target populations are defined as 
person(s) with low income having one or more disabilities, including mental health, HIV or 
AIDS, substance abuse, or other chronic health conditions. Also, individuals eligible for services 
provided under the Lantern Development Disability Act (Division 4.5, commencing with Section 
4500 of the Welfare and Institution Code), which may include, among other populations, adults, 
emancipated youth, families, families with children, elderly persons, young adults aging out of 
foster care systems, individuals exiting from institutional settings, veterans, and homeless people. 
{California Health and Safety Code, Section 50675.14 (1) and (2)}          
 
Transitional and Supportive housing can take several forms, including group quarters with beds, 
single-family homes, and multi-family apartments. The City of Taft Zoning Ordinance provides 
for transitional and supportive housing wherever community care facilities are allowed. The Taft 
Zoning Ordinance permits transitional housing in the Residential Affordable Overlay Zone (R-A-
O) contingent on Planning Commission approval, and Limited Commercial Zone (C-1) and 
General Commercial Zone (GC) contingent on conditional use permit approval. 
   
Senate Bill 2 (Cedillo, 2007) requires jurisdictions to ensure that transitional or supportive 
housing uses are considered a residential use and only subject to those restrictions that apply to 
other residential uses of the same type in the same zone. The uses shall be allowed without undue 
special regulatory constraints regardless of the type of structure the facility will be located in. 
Program 9.3.19 plans for an amendment to the zoning ordinance to allow transitional housing and 
supportive housing in the Residential Affordable Overlay Zone (R-A-O) and Limited Multiple-



 32 

Family Dwelling Zone (R-3) without undue special regulatory requirements, and includes 
definitions of transitional and supportive housing per California Health and Safety Code.  
 
Site 1, Site 2, and Site 6 of the Site Inventory Analysis should accommodate the development of 
transitional or supportive housing within the City when Program 9.3.20 is implemented. Site 1 
consists of 3.14 acres with seven vacant lots; Site 2 consists of .59 acres and three of the four old 
homes located at the site are in a state of disrepair, and Site 6 consists of .21 acres of vacant land.                
    
5.5.8 Emergency Shelters 

 
Families and persons in need of emergency shelter are now one of the special needs groups that 
each jurisdiction is required to consider in their Housing Element.  People find themselves 
homeless for many reasons. California Health and Safety Code, Section 50801 (e)defines 
emergency shelters as housing with minimal supportive services for homeless persons that is 
limited to occupancy of six months or less by a homeless person and no individual or household 
may be denied emergency shelter because of an inability to pay. 

 
Taft does have a network of service providers who work together in coordinating their limited 
resources to meet the need of the homeless.  The Alpha House “A Place for New Beginnings”, 
Salvation Army, N.E.E.D.S. (a United Way/Emergency Food and Shelter funded program), 
Laborers of the Harvest, American Red Cross and several local churches are organized to address 
the needs of the homeless and needy.  These groups working in conjunction with the Kern 
County Department of Social Services and the Community Resource Center provide food, 
shelter, clothing, transportation, disaster and medication services.  The Police Department and 
Chamber of Commerce are involved in this network in that they often are sought out as 
references for these local services. 
 
The Alpha House “A Place for New Beginnings” is a 501 (C)(3) non-profit organization, which 
was established in the early 90’s and shelters homeless females of all ages, males under the age 
of 12, and battered women. The facility has a capacity of 14 individuals and individuals are not 
allowed to stay longer than one month. The Alpha House receives funding from the private and 
public sectors to operate and works closely with the Salvation Army, N.E.E.D.S. (a United 
Way/Emergency Food and Shelter funded program), American Red Cross and several local 
churches to provide the needed care for the homeless in the area.       

 
The best count to date shows that eleven individuals (excluding children) request shelter per 
month and are subsidized from various organizations for these people to be located in local 
motels.  The number of people seeking shelter has steadily increased within the last few years.  
Taft has a large number of functionally homeless people; those who move from couch to couch 
staying with whomever will take them.  The Homeless Coalition in Kern County believes this is 
an unidentified problem and increases the likelihood that these people will end up homeless.  A 
common concern among these groups is the limited transportation services to Bakersfield, or at 
least the cost associated with it.  The nearest homeless shelter is in Bakersfield and it is difficult 
for these people to arrange transportation to the shelter, if needed.  Specialized medical care not 
being available in Taft also creates a demand for transit that is not affordable to limited income 
persons. 
 
Kern County conducted a homeless census count in January 2009. The 2009 Homeless Census 
was surveyed by regions in the County. The City of Taft is part of South West Kern, which also 
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covers the unincorporated areas of Buttonwillow, Derby Acres, Fellows, Ford City, McKittrick, 
South Taft, Taft Heights, Tupman, and Valley Acres, and the City of Maricopa. The total number 
of homeless in South West Kern was thirteen, including nine adults and four children. Two adults 
had two children and were separate families and most of the homeless where found in the 
unincorporated area of Ford City, abutting the south side of Taft.   
 
Senate Bill 2 (Cedillo, 2007) requires jurisdiction to allow emergency shelters to be permitted 
without any conditional use permit or other discretionary action in at least one zone. Sufficient 
capacity must be identified to accommodate the need for emergency shelters and at least one 
year-around emergency shelter.  
 
Emergency shelters fall into the use of “charitable or public service organizations” within Taft 
Zoning Ordinance. Emergency shelters are permitted by right in the General Commercial Zone 
(C-2), and the Residential Affordable Overlay Zone (R-A-O) requires Planning Commission 
approval. The Planning Department will amend the Zoning Ordinance to include the use of 
“emergency shelter” in C-2 and add the definition per California Health and Safety Code (refer to 
Program 9.3.20).  
 
The Alpha House has the capacity to accommodate 14 homeless individuals (excluding males 
over the age of 12) and plenty of vacant C-2 Zone lots exist in the City to accommodate 
emergency shelters. For example, the City owns about 40 acres in the downtown area. The Taft 
General Plan Land Use designation is Mixed Used, but the zoning is Light Manufacturing (M-1). 
The zoning for the site is inconsistent with the Land Use designation, but the City plans to amend 
the zoning to C-2 by December 2009. The City has numerous vacant buildings and lots in C-2 
Zone with infrastructure that would accommodate an emergency shelter.           

 
5.5.9 Farm Workers 

 
The Census 2000 figures show that 44 persons in occupied housing units (less than one percent 
of the population) are in the farming, fishing and forestry occupations. Those people associated 
with the agricultural industry in the region are finding housing in Taft. The existence of farm 
workers could be correlated with the growth of the Hispanic population in Taft, which has 
increased from 4.9 percent of the population in 1980 to 7.34 percent in 1990 and 15.5 percent in 
2000. 

 
 5.5.10 Assisted Housing/Units at Risk 
 

According to available sources, there are no Farmer Homes, HUD, or Bond financed units in the 
City. Because of the size of the urban area, the City has been excluded from FMHA eligibility 
since 1970. 

 
The 61-unit senior citizen complex was built in 1998 with local, state and federal assistance, with 
a 55 year period of affordability. Rehabilitation loans and grants were also provided. In the case 
of the rehabilitation program, deed restrictions are recorded to notice the affordability 
requirement of the property. The rehab program was initiated in 1993 with the first rehabs being 
done in the fall of 1994, and no units are at risk. 
 
Due to the current subprime mortgage crisis, it is undetermined at this time as to the effect on the 
local housing market.  
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Exhibit XII - Housing Element Site Inventory List     
 

 
Table No. 20: City of Taft Existing Land Use 2008 (Source: City of Taft) 
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Table A Available Land Inventory Summary 

 

SITE 
NO. APN ZONE 

ALLOWABLE 
DENSITY 

(per acre) 
GP 

DESIGNATION ACRES 

REALISTIC 
UNIT 

CAPACITY 
EXISTING 

USE 
INFRASTRUCTURE 

CAPACITY 
ON-SITE 

CONSTRAINTS 

1 

031-430-03 
thru -09,        

031-430-12 
thru -29   &        
031-430-35 R-3 8-16 DU Mixed Use 3.10 50 

Vacant lots 
& 

dilapidated 
homes 

Sufficient to serve 
proposed land use 

Zone Change 
to R-4 can 

provide up to 
an additional 

22 units 

2 

031-440-27     
thru                

031-440-31 

R-3        
&           

C-2 8-16 DU Mixed Use 0.59 10 
Dilapidated 

homes 
Sufficient to serve 
proposed land use None 

3 

031-320-23     
031-321-26     
031-320-27 R-1 0-7 DU 

Low Density 
Residential 0.22 3 Vacant Lots 

Sufficient to serve 
proposed land use None 

4 

031-310-05     
031-310-06     
031-310-07 R-1 0-7 DU 

Low Density 
Residential 0.22 3 Vacant Lots 

Sufficient to serve 
proposed land use None 

5 031-420-01 R-1 0-7 DU 
Low Density 
Residential 0.14 2 Vacant Lot 

Sufficient to serve 
proposed land use  None 

6 031-150-01 R-3 8-16 DU Mixed Use 0.21 6 Vacant Lot 
Sufficient to serve 
proposed land use None 

7 
031-250-02 

thru -05 R-2 8-14 DU 
High Density 
Residential 0.30 4 

Vacant lots 
& 

dilapidated 
homes 

Sufficient to serve 
proposed land use  None 

8 032-152-14 R-2 8-14 DU 

Medium 
Density 

Residential 8.06 24 Vacant lot 

Upgrades 
conditioned as 

part of map 
approval 

Zone AE & 
0.2% flood 

plain 
encroachment 

& possible 
animal/plant 

mitigation 

9 

032-141-08    
thru -11          

032-142-01     
032-142-02     
032-143-01 R-2 0-7 DU 

Low Density 
Residential 3.15 56 

Unoccupied 
Elec. Repair 

Shop & 
Warehouse 
in disrepair, 
Vacant Lots 

Upgrades 
conditioned as 

part of map 
approval 

Possible 
Hazardous 

Material Clean 
up 

10 032-152-34 R-1 0-7 DU 
Low Density 
Residential 95.08 500 

Undevelope
d 

Sufficient to serve 
proposed land use 

Zone A flood 
plain 

encroachment 
& possible 

animal/plant 
mitigation 

11 

032-610-01 
& 

 032-610-
02 M-H-P 15+ DU 

High Density 
Residential 15.21 20 

20 Vacant 
lots 

available 
within Park 

Sufficient to serve 
proposed land use None 
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SITE 
NO. APN ZONE 

ALLOWABLE 
DENSITY 

(per acre) 
GP 

DESIGNATION ACRES 

REALISTIC 
UNIT 

CAPACITY 
EXISTING 

USE 
INFRASTRUCTURE 

CAPACITY 
ON-SITE 

CONSTRAINTS 

12 032-134-05 R-2 8-14 DU 

Medium 
Density 

Residential 0.66 14 

Unoccupied 
Nursing 
Facility 

Sufficient to serve 
proposed land use None 

15 

032-110-16     
032-110-18     
032-110-20     
032-110-21     
032-110-23     
032-110-30     
032-110-33     
032-110-34     
032-110-40 

M-
1&C-1 15+ DU Mixed Use 40.36 300 

Vacant lots 
and 

abandoned 
right-of-way 
by railroad 
company 

Sufficient to serve 
proposed land use 

Hazardous 
Material Clean 

up, Zone A 
flood 

encroachment 
& Re-zoning  

  TOTAL         992       
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f. Creating a residential community marketing program; 
g.  Annexation of 122 residential subdivision on Cedar Street. 

 
Other aspects of the Ad Hoc Visioning Committee addressed the expansion of the 
commercial and industrial sectors of the City as well as overall community improvement. 
 

9.3 PROGRAM DESCRIPTIONS 
 
The following provides the detailed descriptions of the various programs that will be implemented 
during the next five-year plan. 
 

9.3.1 HOUSING REHABILITATION 
  

Need Served: Preserves affordable housing stock 
 

Description:  The Housing Conditions survey shows a need for home improvements in 
the older neighborhoods of the City.  To address the needs that fall into the categories of 
moderate and substantial need for repair, a rehabilitation program is in place.  Considering 
the age of this housing and the extreme temperatures in Taft, a weatherization component 
is included. 
 
This rehabilitation program is aimed at assisting the low and very low-income groups, 
both owner-occupied and non-owner occupied housing.  The program also refers to local 
financial institutions that offer home improvement loans.  The City's funds, Program 
Income from five CDBG and HOME grants, are used to reduce the market interest rate on 
such loans and to fund the management of the program. The City will continue to apply for 
these grant funds to continue the program. 
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Exhibit VIII 

CITY OF TAFT HOUSING PROGRAMS SUMMARY 
 
HOUSING NEED 
SERVED 

PROGRAM DESCRIPTION QUANTITATIVE OBJECTIVE FUNDING RESPONSIBLE AGENCY 

Preserves Affordable 
Housing Stock 

1. Housing Rehabilitation Continue program established 12/93.  Goal 10 units/year. 
Expand Community Development Project Area by 09/2010. 

CDBG and HOME Program 
Income & new CDBG Grant 

Planning & Building Department & 
Community Development Agency 

2. Housing Rehabilitation - 
Public Information 

Distribute program info. to property owners regarding programs and 
funding availability.  

same as above Planning & Building Department 

3. First-time Home Buyer Continue the first-time home buyer program CDBG and HOME Planning & Building Department 
Adequate Incentives 4. Zoning Ordinance Review Complete Ordinance review by 12/09 General Fund Planning & Building Department 
Adequate Housing Sites 5. Zoning for multiple family 

housing sites 
Zoning Code Amendment by 12/09 General Fund & Private Lenders Planning & Building Department 

6. Multi-family Housing 
Project 

Complete Needs Assessment 12/31/09 
Completed land commitment 12/30/09 
HOME & LIHTC Applications by 12/09 
Complete Construction 50 Units by 06/13 

CDBG & HOME PI 
Community Development Agency  
Private funds, LIHTC 

Planning & Building Department 

7. Land Use Element Update Complete Land Use Element Update by 12/09. General Fund Planning & Building Department 

8. Livable  Community Amend Zoning Code by 12/09. General Funding; Kern COG Planning & Building Department 

Safe & Sanitary Housing 9. Code Enforcement Continue program. Inspect dilapidated units and establish 
removal/rehab objective by 05/09. 

General Fund Planning & Building Department 

Equal Housing 
Opportunity 

10. Fair Housing Support 
 

Establish relationship with existing services providers by 12/09.  CDBG & Community Development 
Agency 

Administration & Planning & 
Building Department 

11. Information Dissemination 
Obtain and/or prepare information in Spanish for distribution to the 
public through libraries, senior centers, civic center offices, etc., by 
December 2009. 

Grants Coordinator 
Planning & Building Department 

 

Special Needs Groups 

12. Senior Housing Project Conducted a needs study by 12/31/08. Community Development Agency 
Administration & Planning & 
Building Department 

13. Homeless 
Services/Emergency Shelter 

Work w/existing service providers and establish City role/assistance by 
12/09 
.  

General Fund & Community 
Development Agency. 

Administration & Planning & 
Building Department 

14. ADA Compliance Amend the Zoning Ordinance requiring ADA compliance for all new 
and rehabilitation projects by 12/09. 

Planning & Building Department.  

Low & Moderate Income 
 

15. Infrastructure Assistance Support low/mod housing with assistance on public utilities costs. Community Development Agency, 
CDBG Funds. 

Planning & Building Department 

New Construction 
 

16. Financing Assistance Established Project funding from CalHFA 12/09. CalHFA  & Private Lenders. Planning & Building Department,  
Finance Department 

17. Market-rate entry level         
homes 

Encourage developers/builders for 100-200 houses by 12/2009. CalHFA & Private Lenders. Planning & Building Department 

18. In-fill Housing Review zoning code by 09/12 
Encourage Builders. Goal 10 units by 12/2013 

General Fund.  

19. Self-help Housing City / Habitat for Humanity complete 10 single-family residences (for 
very-low income, first time homebuyers) by 2013. 

HOME Program Income, Private 
Sponsor Donations, Volunteer 
labor. 

Planning & Building Department 
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Responsible Agency:  Planning and Building Department, Community 
Development Agency, Watts Up America. 

 
9.3.5 ZONING ORDINANCE REVIEW 

 
Need Served: Adequate incentives for Low/Mod housing. 

 
Description:  This program is an effort to determine if the Zoning Ordinance 
provides sufficient incentive to low- and moderate-income housing and other 
special needs housing.  Specifically, the density bonus concept must be reviewed 
to ensure it can have a real benefit when it is allowed.  The current density 
provisions are not viewed as a constraint to affordable housing.  As an alternative 
to density incentives, other aspects of zoning may offer appropriate variables.  
Parking requirements can often be modified for senior housing and certain forms 
of group housing. 

 
Substandard lots should be considered in review of the Zoning Ordinance.  While 
consolidation of these lots is perhaps the best method to achieve efficient use of 
this land, a set of development standards designed to allow the use of these small 
lots could provide an affordable form of housing.  Mixed-use projects in and 
around the downtown core are being encouraged.  

 
Quantitative Objective: The Zoning Ordinance was completed on December 
2004. The City plans to work with Habitat for Humanity to develop 2 affordable 
homes per year on substandard lots.  

 
Funding Source: General Fund. 

 
Responsible Agency: Planning and Building Departments 

 
9.3.6 LAND USE ELEMENT UPDATE 

 
Need Served: Adequate housing sites 

 
Description:  The 1986 element has been revised adopted by the City Council on 
September 21, 2004, in order to strengthen future opportunities for housing 
development.  The area south of the downtown area has been designated a mixed-
use zone for its potential to accommodate additional multiple family housing 
(approximately five multi-acre parcels consisting of approximately 46 acres, 
owned by the City), as well as open space along the Sunset Railroad rights-of-
way. 

 
The Land Use element has been updated concurrently with that of the Circulation 
Element and the Housing Element in a comprehensive manner. The City is 
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Quantitative Objective:  A needs senior study was conducted and approved by 
City Council on December 2007. 

 
Funding Source: County Housing Authority; Community Development Agency. 

 
Responsible Agency: Administration; Planning and Building Departments 
 
9.3.12 HOMELESS SERVICES 

 
Need Served: Special needs groups. 

 
Description:  The City is currently served by a group of service providers who 
seem to have the ability to serve the current demand for emergency support and 
shelter.  These organizations do operate on limited resources and when local 
levels of unemployment increase, the added demand for their services can stretch 
these resources to their limits. 

 
This program effort constitutes a process of the City becoming involved with 
these service providers to both understand the full scope of their efforts and to 
determine if the City has resources that can assist in this area of public service.  
While complete review is warranted there appears to be needs in the area of 
transportation service to and from Bakersfield. 

 
Quantitative Objective: Establish the appropriate role and/or level of service as 
the need may arise. Review need for transitional or supportive housing/homeless 
shelter. 

 
Funding Source: General Fund; Community Development Agency.  

 
Responsible Agency: Administration; Planning and Building Departments. 
 
9.3.13 ADA COMPLIANCE 
 
Need Served: Persons with disabilities. 
 
Description: Recent census results document that over 9 million people in the 
United States have severe disabilities. The issue of accessible housing involves 
not only people with disabilities and the entire disability community, but also 
housing developers, landlords, owners, realtors, and all groups involved in 
providing housing to people with disabilities, says a housing publication of the 
disability community (Opening Doors, Issue 10, June 2000). While no 
governmental constraints have been identified in the City of Taft, the City wishes 
to take a proactive approach in assisting the disabiled community. 
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Quantitative Objective: Habitat for Humanity has contracted with the City to 
build as many single-family dwellings for very-low income and first time 
homebuyers by 2012. 
 
Responsible Agency: Planning and Building Departments 
 
9.3.19 SENATE BILL 2 COMPLIANCE (TRANSITIONAL & 
SUPPORTIVE HOUSING) 
 
Need Served: Transitional and Supportive Housing 
 
Description: Pursuant to Senate Bill 2 (Cedillo, 2007), the City will update its 
Zoning Ordinance to include separate definitions of transitional and supportive 
housing as defined in California Health and Safety Codes, Sections 50675.2 and 
50675.14. Transitional and supportive housing types will be allowed as a 
permitted use subject only to the same restrictions as residential uses contained in 
the same type of structure. 
 
Quantative Objective: To amend the Taft Zoning Ordinance by December 2009 
to define transitional and supportive housing as residential uses subject to the 
same restrictions as residential uses contained in the same type of structure. 
 
Responsible Agency: Planning Department, City Attorney. 
 
9.3.20 SENATE BILL 2 COMPLIANCE (EMERGENCY SHELTERS)  
 
Need Served: Homeless. 
 
Description: Pursuant to Senate Bill 2 (Cedillo, 2007), staff will amend the City 
Zoning Ordinance to allow emergency shelters as a permitted use in the General 
Commercial Zone without a conditional use permit or other discretionary review, 
and include the definition per California Health and Safety Code, Section 50801 
(e) by September 2009. In addition the City will be consistent with California 
Government Code, Section 65583 (a)(4). The standards may include such items as 
lighting, on-site management, maximum number of beds or persons to be served 
nightly by the facility, off-street parking based on demonstrated need, and security 
during hours that the emergency shelter is in operation. 
 
Responsible Agency: Taft Planning Department, City Attorney.  
 
9.3.21 AMENDING MANUFACTURED HOUSING UNITS 
 
Need Served: Manufactured Housing 
 



 
 

 
 
 
Housing Element Update Guidance 
 
 
Attachment 1:    
Implementation Review 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Housing Element Update Guidance 
Attachment 1 – Implementation Review  

 

California Department of Housing and Community Development 
 
 

1 

Implementation Review 

Jurisdiction Name:   

 
Implementation 

Status 
Program Number 

(If Applicable) 
Page(s) 

Where Found 

If the local government’s previous housing element included a 
rezone program pursuant to GC Sections 65583(c), 65583.2 and 
65584.09 to address a shortfall of adequate sites, has the 
program(s) to rezone been completed?     

 YES  
 NO 
 N/A 
 

  

Does zoning permit emergency shelters without discretionary 
action or has a multijurisdictional agreement pursuant to Section 
65583(d) been approved? 1 

 YES  
 NO 
 

  

Does zoning permit transitional and supportive housing as a 
residential use and only subject to those restrictions that apply to 
other residential dwellings of the same type in the same zone? 2 

 YES  
 NO   

Are policies, ordinances or procedures established to allow 
reasonable accommodation for persons with disabilities in the 
application of zoning and land use policies, ordinances or 
procedures? 

 YES  
 NO 
 

  

Has a density bonus ordinance been adopted pursuant to 
Government Code Section 65915 (since January 1, 2005)? 

 YES  
 NO   

 

  

                                            
1 These are not required where agencies adopted housing elements in the fourth cycle before the effective date of SB 2 (January 1, 2008).  These agencies are primarily in San Diego County.  
Agencies should note “Housing Element Adopted Prior to SB 2” if this is the case.   
 



County / City Total Household
Group 

Quarters Total
Single 

Detached
Single 

Attached
Two to 
Four Five Plus

Mobile 
Homes Occupied

Vacancy 
Rate

Persons 
per 

Household

POPULATION

Table 2: E-5 City/County Population and Housing Estimates, 4/1/2010

 HOUSING UNITS

Kern County
Arvin               19,304 18,955 349 4,476 3,262 119 422 530 143 4,228 5.5% 4.48
Bakersfield         347,483 344,088 3,395 120,725 85,476 3,357 14,340 15,015 2,537 111,132 7.9% 3.10
California City     14,120 11,506 2,614 5,210 4,038 97 465 159 451 4,102 21.3% 2.81
Delano              53,041 42,144 10,897 10,713 7,548 468 1,245 1,003 449 10,260 4.2% 4.11
Maricopa            1,154 1,154 0 466 187 3 20 0 256 414 11.2% 2.79
McFarland 12,707 11,486 1,221 2,683 2,252 55 208 98 70 2,599 3.1% 4.42
Ridgecrest          27,616 27,420 196 11,915 7,879 470 1,852 782 932 10,781 9.5% 2.54
Shafter             16,988 16,323 665 4,521 3,331 153 548 277 212 4,230 6.4% 3.86
Taft                9,327 6,372 2,955 2,525 1,885 113 198 240 89 2,254 10.7% 2.83
Tehachapi           14,414 8,487 5,927 3,539 2,407 77 439 170 446 3,121 11.8% 2.72
Wasco               25,545 19,825 5,720 5,477 4,150 193 376 571 187 5,131 6.3% 3.86

Balance Of County    297,932 295,114 2,818 112,117 79,653 2,220 8,558 4,821 16,865 96,358 14.1% 3.06
Incorporated 541,699 507,760 33,939 172,250 122,415 5,105 20,113 18,845 5,772 158,252 8.1% 3.21
 
County Total 839,631 802,874 36,757 284,367 202,068 7,325 28,671 23,666 22,637 254,610 10.5% 3.15

Page 1 of 1
California Department of Finance

Demographic Research Unit



County / City Total Household
Group 

Quarters Total
Single 

Detached
Single 

Attached
Two to 
Four Five Plus

Mobile 
Homes Occupied

Vacancy 
Rate

Persons 
per 

Household

Table 2: E-5 City/County Population and Housing Estimates, 1/1/2014

POPULATION  HOUSING UNITS

Kern County
Arvin               20,226 19,877 349 4,581 3,317 121 422 578 143 4,327 5.5% 4.59
Bakersfield         367,315 363,680 3,635 124,533 88,396 3,362 14,415 15,616 2,744 114,637 7.9% 3.17
California City     13,276 11,825 1,451 5,226 4,047 97 471 159 452 4,115 21.3% 2.87
Delano              52,591 43,862 8,729 10,882 7,647 468 1,245 1,073 449 10,422 4.2% 4.21
Maricopa            1,180 1,180 0 465 186 3 20 0 256 413 11.2% 2.86
McFarland           13,745 12,440 1,305 2,836 2,405 55 208 98 70 2,747 3.1% 4.53
Ridgecrest          28,638 28,387 251 12,096 8,024 470 1,852 814 936 10,939 9.6% 2.60
Shafter             17,461 17,139 322 4,633 3,443 153 548 277 212 4,334 6.5% 3.96
Taft                8,942 6,520 2,422 2,522 1,882 113 198 240 89 2,251 10.7% 2.90
Tehachapi           13,346 8,899 4,447 3,622 2,409 77 439 251 446 3,194 11.8% 2.79
Wasco               26,159 21,170 4,989 5,708 4,287 193 470 571 187 5,348 6.3% 3.96

Balance Of County    310,213 306,570 3,643 113,602 80,451 2,220 8,766 5,131 17,034 97,832 13.9% 3.13
Incorporated 562,879 534,979 27,900 177,104 126,043 5,112 20,288 19,677 5,984 162,727 8.1% 3.29
 
County Total 873,092 841,549 31,543 290,706 206,494 7,332 29,054 24,808 23,018 260,559 10.4% 3.23

Page 1 of 1
California Department of Finance

Demographic Research Unit



Table 2:

County / City Total Household
Group 

Quarters Total Single Multiple
Mobile 
Homes Occupied

Vacancy 
Rate

Persons 
Per 

Household
Kern County

Arvin               18,332 18,046 286 4,299 3,226 904 169 4,071 5.30% 4.433

Bakersfield         333,809 330,117 3,692 116,926 86,048 28,324 2,554 108,215 7.45% 3.051

California City     13,671 11,119 2,552 4,964 3,947 591 426 3,978 19.86% 2.795

Delano              52,633 41,398 11,235 10,628 7,991 2,188 449 10,165 4.36% 4.073

Maricopa            1,135 1,135 0 462 201 19 242 409 11.47% 2.775

Mcfarland           12,484 11,139 1,345 2,619 2,230 328 61 2,543 2.90% 4.380

Ridgecrest          26,996 26,784 212 11,760 8,285 2,525 950 10,650 9.44% 2.515

Shafter             16,123 15,521 602 4,378 3,399 768 211 4,073 6.97% 3.811

Taft                9,205 6,241 2,964 2,522 1,970 461 91 2,255 10.59% 2.768

Tehachapi           13,512 8,149 5,363 3,463 2,413 626 424 3,045 12.07% 2.676

Wasco               24,926 19,035 5,891 5,306 4,251 879 176 4,967 6.39% 3.832

Balance Of County    290,004 286,874 3,130 110,891 80,882 12,493 17,516 94,370 14.90% 3.040

Incorporated 522,826 488,684 34,142 167,327 123,960 37,613 5,754 154,371 7.74% 3.166

County Total 812,830 775,558 37,272 278,218 204,842 50,106 23,270 248,741 10.59% 3.118

                               E-8 City/County Population and Housing Estimates                         January 1, 2008 

POPULATION  HOUSING UNITS



PLANNING COMMISSION REPORT  Page 1 
 

City of Taft 
Planning Commission 

Staff Report 
           Agenda Item: #5 

 
DATE: April 8, 2015 
 
TO: Chairman Orrin and Members of the Planning Commission 
 
FROM: Mark Staples, Director 
 Brenda Johns, Office Assistant 
 Planning and Community Development 
 
SUBJECT: 2015 Arbor Day / Earth Day Celebration 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  Motion to designate Thursday, April 23, 2015 as Arbor Day/Earth Day in 

the City of Taft 
 
SUMMARY STATEMENT: 
 
National Earth Day is Wednesday, April 22, 2015, and Arbor Day is Friday, April 24, 2015.  Staff 
has coordinated with the garden volunteers and with Parkview Elementary students to participate in 
Arbor Day/Earth Day activities. 
 
The City of Taft would like to hold this year’s Arbor Day/Earth Day with an educational tour of the 
planter beds and a tree planting event at Taft Community Garden.  The students attending the event 
will assist with the tree planting as well as interact with the local Bureau of Land Management staff 
and fire truck.  Arbor Day/Earth Day festivities will conclude at 5th Street Plaza where the students 
will be provided with food and refreshments, while watching the active construction and landscaping 
of the north half of the 5th Street Plaza. 
 
Therefore, staff is recommending that the Planning Commission designate Thursday, April 23, 2014, 
as Arbor Day and Earth Day for the City of Taft. 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
1. History of Earth Day – www.earthday.org 
2. What is Arbor Day? – www.arborday.org 
3. Map of Community Garden Location 
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Each year, Earth Day — April 22 — marks the anniversary of what many consider the birth of the modern environmental

movement in 1970.

The height of hippie and flower-child culture in the United States, 1970 brought the death of Jimi Hendrix, the last Beatles

album, and Simon & Garfunkel’s “Bridge Over Troubled Water”. Protest was the order of the day, but saving the planet was not

the cause. War raged in Vietnam, and students nationwide increasingly opposed it.

At the time, Americans were slurping leaded gas through massive V8 sedans. Industry belched out smoke and sludge with

little fear of legal consequences or bad press. Air pollution was commonly accepted as the smell of prosperity. “Environment”

was a word that appeared more often in spelling bees than on the evening news.  Although mainstream America remained

oblivious to environmental concerns, the stage had been set for change by the publication of Rachel Carson’s New York Times

bestseller Silent Spring in 1962.  The book represented a watershed moment for the modern environmental movement, selling

more than 500,000 copies in 24 countries and, up until that moment, more than any other person, Ms. Carson raised public

awareness and concern for living organisms, the environment and public health.

Earth Day 1970 capitalized on the emerging consciousness, channeling the energy of the anti-war protest movement and

putting environmental concerns front and center.

The idea came to Earth Day founder Gaylord Nelson, then a U.S. Senator from Wisconsin, after witnessing the ravages of the

1969 massive oil spill in Santa Barbara, California. Inspired by the student anti-war movement, he realized that if he could

infuse that energy with an emerging public consciousness about air and water pollution, it would force environmental

protection onto the national political agenda. Senator Nelson announced the idea for a “national teach-in on the environment”

to the national media; persuaded Pete McCloskey, a conservation-minded Republican Congressman, to serve as his co-chair;

and recruited Denis Hayes as national coordinator. Hayes built a national staff of 85 to promote events across the land.

As a result, on the 22nd of April, 20 million Americans took to the streets, parks, and auditoriums to demonstrate for a healthy,

sustainable environment in massive coast-to-coast rallies. Thousands of colleges and universities organized protests against

the deterioration of the environment. Groups that had been fighting against oil spills, polluting factories and power plants, raw

sewage, toxic dumps, pesticides, freeways, the loss of wilderness, and the extinction of wildlife suddenly realized they shared

common values.

Earth Day 1970 achieved a rare political alignment, enlisting support from Republicans and Democrats, rich and poor, city

slickers and farmers, tycoons and labor leaders. The first Earth Day led to the creation of the United States Environmental

Protection Agency and the passage of the Clean Air, Clean Water, and Endangered Species Acts. “It was a gamble,” Gaylord

recalled, “but it worked.”

As 1990 approached, a group of environmental leaders asked Denis Hayes to organize another big campaign. This time, Earth

Day went global, mobilizing 200 million people in 141 countries and lifting environmental issues onto the world stage. Earth
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Day 1990 gave a huge boost to recycling efforts worldwide and helped pave the way for the 1992 United Nations Earth Summit

in Rio de Janeiro. It also prompted President Bill Clinton to award Senator Nelson the Presidential Medal of Freedom (1995) —

the highest honor given to civilians in the United States — for his role as Earth Day founder.

As the millennium approached, Hayes agreed to spearhead another campaign, this time focused on global warming and a

push for clean energy. With 5,000 environmental groups in a record 184 countries reaching out to hundreds of millions of

people, Earth Day 2000 combined the big-picture feistiness of the first Earth Day with the international grassroots activism of

Earth Day 1990. It used the Internet to organize activists, but also featured a talking drum chain that traveled from village to

village in Gabon, Africa, and hundreds of thousands of people gathered on the National Mall in Washington, DC. Earth Day

2000 sent world leaders the loud and clear message that citizens around the world wanted quick and decisive action on clean

energy.

Much like 1970, Earth Day 2010 came at a time of great challenge for the environmental community. Climate change deniers,

well-funded oil lobbyists, reticent politicians, a disinterested public, and a divided environmental community all contributed to a

strong narrative that overshadowed the cause of progress and change. In spite of the challenge, for its 40th anniversary, Earth

Day Network reestablished Earth Day as a powerful focal point around which people could demonstrate their commitment.

Earth Day Network brought 225,000 people to the National Mall for a Climate Rally, amassed 40 million environmental service

actions toward its 2012 goal of A Billion Acts of Green®, launched an international, 1-million tree planting initiative with Avatar

director James Cameron and tripled its online base to over 900,000 community members.

The fight for a clean environment continues in a climate of increasing urgency, as the ravages of climate change become more

manifest every day. We invite you to be a part of Earth Day and help write many more victories and successes into our history.

Discover energy you didn’t even know you had. Feel it rumble through the grassroots under your feet and the technology at your

fingertips. Channel it into building a clean, healthy, diverse world for generations to come.

Earth Day Network

Contact Us
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