
TAFT	CITY	COUNCIL/SUCCESSOR	AGENCY	
JOINT	REGULAR	MEETING	AGENDA	

TUESDAY,	MAY	3,	2016	
CITY	HALL	COUNCIL	CHAMBERS	
209	E.	KERN	ST.,	TAFT,	CA	93268	

	
AS	A	COURTESY	TO	ALL	‐	PLEASE	TURN	OFF	CELL	PHONES	

	
Any	writings	or	documents	provided	to	a	majority	of	the	City	Council	regarding	any	 item	on	
this	agenda	are	made	available	for	public	inspection	in	the	lobby	at	Taft	City	Hall,	209	E.	Kern	
Street,	Taft,	CA	during	normal	business	hours	(SB	343).	

	
REGULAR	MEETING	 	 																												6:00	P.M.	
	
Pledge	of	Allegiance	
Invocation	
Roll	Call:	 Mayor	Miller	

Mayor	Pro	Tem	Noerr	
Councilmember	Krier	
Councilmember	Bryant	
Councilmember	Hill	

	
1. CITIZEN	REQUESTS/PUBLIC	COMMENTS	
	

THIS	 IS	 THE	 TIME	 AND	 PLACE	 FOR	 THE	 GENERAL	 PUBLIC	 TO	 ADDRESS	 THE	 CITY	 COUNCIL	 ON	
MATTERS	WITHIN	 ITS	 JURISDICTION.	STATE	LAW	PROHIBITS	THE	COUNCIL	FROM	ADDRESSING	ANY	
ISSUE	NOT	PREVIOUSLY	INCLUDED	ON	THE	AGENDA.		COUNCIL	MAY	RECEIVE	COMMENT	AND	SET	THE	
MATTER	FOR	A	SUBSEQUENT	MEETING.		PLEASE	LIMIT	COMMENTS	TO	FIVE	MINUTES.	
	

2. COUNCIL	STATEMENTS	(NON	ACTION)	
	

3. 	 PLANNING	COMMISSION	REPORT	
	

4. DEPARTMENT	REPORTS	
	

5. CITY	MANAGER	STATEMENTS	
	
6. CITY	ATTORNEY	STATEMENTS	
	
7. FUTURE	AGENDA	REQUESTS	
	

********************************************************************************************	
	

CONSENT	CALENDAR	ITEMS	8	‐	13	
	
	 All	 items	listed	on	the	Consent	Calendar	shall	be	considered	routine	and	will	be	enacted	by	one	roll	call	

vote.	There	will	be	no	separate	discussion	of	 these	 items	unless	a	member	of	 the	City	Council	 requests	
specific	items	to	be	removed	from	the	Consent	Calendar	for	separate	action.		Any	item	removed	from	the	
Consent	Calendar	will	be	considered	after	the	regular	business	items.	Are	there	any	items	on	the	consent	
calendar	that	any	member	of	the	public	would	like	to	comment	on?	

	
8. MINUTES	

April	19,	2016	Regular		
	

	 Recommendation	–	Approve	as	submitted.	
	
9. PAYMENT	OF	BILLS		

Warrant#042216	 	 Check	No.	82385‐82496	 $	935,137.05					
	 Warrant#042216	 			 Check	No.	82497‐82499	 $					4,335.63	
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	 Recommendation	–	Approve	payment	of	the	bills.	
	
10. 	 TREASURER’S	REPORT	
	
	 Recommendation	–	Motion	to	receive	and	file	Treasurer’s	Report	dated	April	19,	2016	for	
	 the	Month	of	January	2016.	
	
11. 	 ZONING	ORDINANCE	AMENDMENT	2016‐01:	GARAGE	OR	YARD	SALES	

	
	 Recommendation	–	
	 1.		Conduct	Public	Hearing;	and	
	 2.	 Motion	 to	 approve	 and	 amend	 the	 City	 of	 Taft	 Municipal	 Code	 entitled	AN	ORDINANCE	OF	THE	
	 CITY	COUNCIL	OF	THE	CITY	OF	TAFT	APPROVING	ZONING	ORDINANCE	AMENDMENT	NO.		 2016‐
	 01,	AN	AMENDMENT	OF	 CHAPTERS	 1	AND	 12	OF	TITLE	 6	OF	THE	TAFT	 ZONING	ORDINANCE	
	 RELATING	TO	GARAGE	OR	YARD	SALES.	
		
12. 									ZONING	ORDINANCE	AMENDMENT	2016‐02:	FENCES	AND	WALLS	
	
	 Recommendation	–	
	 1.		Conduct	Public	Hearing;	and	
	 2.	 Motion	 to	 approve	 and	 amend	 the	 City	 of	 Taft	 Municipal	 Code	 entitled	AN	ORDINANCE	OF	THE	
	 CITY	COUNCIL	OF	THE	CITY	OF	TAFT	APPROVING	ZONING	ORDINANCE	AMENDMENT	NO.		 2016‐
	 02,	 AN	 AMENDMENT	 OF	 SECTION	 6.11.90	 OF	 TITLE	 6	 OF	 THE	 TAFT	 ZONING	 ORDINANCE	
	 RELATING	TO	FENCES	AND	WALLS.	
	
13. 	 RECEIVE	AND	ACCEPT	NEEDS	ASSESSMENT	REPORT	FROM	STANTEC	
	
	 Recommendation	–	Motion	to	receive	and	accept	the	Needs	Assessment	Report	from	Stantec.	
	 	
					 ***********************************************************************************************	

	CLOSED	SESSION	
	 	 	

A. CONFERENCE	WITH	LEGAL	COUNSEL	–	EXISTING	LITIGATION	
Government	Code	Section	54956.9	(a)	–	Case	Number	S‐1500‐CV‐281650	
	

	 ADJOURNMENT	
AMERICANS	WITH	DISABILITIES	ACT	

(Government	Code	Section	54943.2)	

The	City	of	Taft	City	Council	Chamber	is	accessible	to	persons	with	disabilities.	Disabled	individuals	who	need	special	assistance	(including	transportation)	to	

attend	or	participate	in	a	meeting	of	the	Taft	City	Council	may	request	assistance	at	the	Office	of	the	City	Clerk,	City	of	Taft,	209	E.	Kern	Street,	Taft,	California	or	

by	 calling	 (661)	 763‐1222.	 Every	 effort	 will	 be	 made	 to	 reasonably	 accommodate	 individuals	 with	 disabilities	 by	 making	 meeting	 material	 available	 in	

alternative	formats.	Requests	for	assistance	should	be	made	five	(5)	working	days	in	advance	of	a	meeting	whenever	possible.	

AFFIDAVIT	OF	POSTING	

I,	Darnell	Porter,	declare	as	follows:	

	

That	I	am	the	Deputy	City	Clerk	for	the	City	of	Taft;	that	an	agenda	was	posted	on	a	public	information	bulletin	board	located	near	the	door	of	the	Civic	Center	

Council	Chamber	on	April	28,	2016,	pursuant	to	1987	Brown	Act	Requirements.	

	

I	declare	under	penalty	of	perjury	that	the	foregoing	is	true	and	correct.	

Executed	April	28,	2016,	at	Taft,	California.	

	

Date/Time	 	 	 Signature	 	 	 	 	 	

	



TAFT	CITY	COUNCIL/SUCCESSOR	AGENCY	
JOINT	REGULAR	MEETING	AGENDA	

APRIL	19,	2016	
	

REGULAR	MEETING	 	 																			6:00	P.M.	
	
The	April	 19,	 2016,	 regular	 joint	meeting	 of	 the	 Taft	 City	 Council/Taft	 Successor	Agency,	 held	 in	 the	
Council	Chamber	at	Taft	City	Hall,	209	East	Kern	Street,	Taft,	CA	93268,	was	opened	by	Mayor	Randy	
Miller	 at	 6:09:19	 PM.	 The	 Pledge	 of	 Allegiance	 was	 led	 by	 Council	 Member	 Noerr,	 followed	 by	 an	
invocation	given	by	Bob	Jordan	of	the	Lighthouse	Foursquare	Church.		
		
PRESENT:		 Mayor	Randy	Miller	and	Mayor	Pro	Tem	Dave	Noerr	

Council	Members	Orchel	Krier,	Josh	Bryant	and	Renee	Hill	
City	Manager	Craig	Jones	and	City	Attorney	Jason	Epperson	
City	Clerk	Yvette	Mayfield	

	
	 	

1. 	 LOTTERY	DRAWING	FOR	SAFE	AND	SANE	FIREWORK	STANDS	4TH	OF	JULY,	2016	
	
A	lottery	drawing	was	held	to	award	four	Safe	and	Sane	Firework	Stands	and	one	alternate	for	
July	4th	fireworks	celebrations.		The	results	were	as	follows:	
	
1. Taft	Longhorns	Travel	Baseball	Club	
2. Taft	Midway‐	Sunset	Lions	Foundation	
3. United	Pentecostal	Church	of	Taft		
4. Independent	Order	of	ODD	Fellows	
	
Alternate	–	Taft	Sportsmen’s	Club	
	

2. 	 PROCLAMATION	–	CHILD	ABUSE	PREVENTION	MONTH		
	

Council	Member	Bryant	presented	the	proclamation	to	Doris	Sons	of	 the	Department	
of	Human	Services.	

	 	
3. PUBLIC	 HEARING	 –	 ZONING	 ORDINANCE	 AMENDMENT	 2016‐01:	 GARAGE	 OR	

YARD	SALES	
	
The	Public	Hearing	was	opened	at	6:20:27	PM		to	receive	testimony	from	proponents	
and	opponents.	Seeing	none	the	Public	Hearing	was	closed.	
	
Krier	 asked	 if	 this	 amendment	 addressed	 signs	 relating	 to	 these	 sales	 and	 Staples	
stated	that	it	did.	
	
Bryant	 asked	 if	 this	 was	 comparable	 to	 what	 other	 local	 city’s	 require	 and	 asked	 if	
we	have	required	permits	for	sales	in	the	past.		Staples	said	that	it	is	comparable	and	
that	no,	permits	were	not	required	in	the	past.	
	
Hill	 mentioned	 that	 she	 had	 concerns	 about	 these	 changes,	 thought	 monitoring	
required	 do	 to	 the	 changes	 was	 being	 underestimated,	 is	 afraid	 this	 will	 be	 a	 PR	
nightmare,	 is	 concerned	 about	 how	 it	 could	 affect	 Unity	 Thrift	 in	 their	 fundraising	
efforts	 and	 stated	 that	 she	 believes	 the	 code	 needs	 to	 be	 fine‐tuned	 but	 not	 over‐
governed.		
	
Noerr	 stated	 that	 this	ordinance	already	 existed	 and	 that	 the	 changes	 are	needed	 to	
add	ability	to	enforce.	
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Miller	commented	that	Staples	and	the	Planning	Commission	have	already	done	their	
work	reviewing	 the	code	and	believes	 that	 this	 is	needed	 to	 try	 to	stop	 those	people	
who	use	yards	sales	as	a	business.	
	

Motion:	 Moved	 by	 Krier,	 seconded	 by	 Bryant	 to	 approve	 and	 amend	 the	 City	 of	
Taft	Municipal	Code	entitled	AN	ORDINANCE	OF	THE	CITY	COUNCIL	OF	
THE	 CITY	 OF	 TAFT	 APPROVING	 ZONING	 ORDINANCE	 AMENDMENT	
NO.	2016‐01,	AN	AMENDMENT	OF	CHAPTERS	1	AND	12	OF	TITLE	6	OF	
THE	 TAFT	 ZONING	 ORDINANCE	 RELATING	 TO	 GARAGE	 OR	 YARD	
SALES	for	first	reading	by	title	only	and	reading	of	such	be	waived.	

	
AYES:	 	 Noerr,	Krier,	Bryant,	Miller	
NOES:	 	 Hill	 	
PASSED:	 	 4‐1	

	
4. PUBLIC	 HEARING	 –	 ZONING	 ORDINANCE	 AMENDMENT	 2016‐02:	 FENCES	 AND	

WALLS	
	
The	Public	Hearing	was	opened	at	6:39:12	PM	to	receive	 testimony	 from	proponents	
and	opponents.		Seeing	none	the	Public	Hearing	was	closed.		
	
Bryant	asked	if	there	was	anything	new	or	of	concern	in	this	amendment	and	Staples	
replied	that	this	amendment	was	basically	to	add	to	the	enforcement	section.	
	
Hill	 asked	 what	 would	 happen	 if	 someone	 cannot	 afford	 to	 replace	 their	 fence	 and	
Jones	stated	that	there	is	no	requirement	that	someone	must	have	a	fence.	
	
Noerr	 mentioned	 that	 this	 is	 an	 existing	 ordinance	 being	 updated.	 Over	 the	 years	
fences	around	town	have	been	constructed	out	of	all	kinds	of	oilfield	scrap	materials	
and	 this	 update	 is	 needed	 to	 add	 specifics	 and	 guidance	 to	what	 are	 proper	 fencing	
materials.	
	
Miller	 stated	 that	 this	 update	 is	 not	 to	 penalize	 people	 but	 to	 add	 consistency	 to	
what	is	allowed	and	put	teeth	in	enforcement.	
	

Motion:	 Moved	by	Bryant,	 seconded	by	Noerr	 to	 approve	 and	amend	 the	City	of	
Taft	 Municipal	 Code	 	 entitled	 	AN	ORDINANCE	 	OF	THE	CITY	COUNCIL	
OF	THE	CITY	OF	TAFT	APPROVING	ZONING	ORDINANCE	AMENDMENT	
NO.	 2016‐02,	 AN	 AMENDMENT	 OF	 SECTION	 6.11.90	 OF	 TITLE	 6	 OF	
THE	TAFT	ZONING	ORDINANCE	RELATING	TO	FENCES	AND	WALLS	 for	
first	reading	by	title	only	and	reading	of	such	be	waived.	

	
AYES:	 	 Noerr,	Krier,	Bryant,	Hill,	Miller	 	
PASSED:	 	 5‐0	

	
5. STUDY	SESSION	–	CITY	WIDE	SIGN	PROGRAM	

	
Planning	Director	Staples	presented	a	PowerPoint	presentation	on	new	sign	designs	
being	 considered	 and	 shared	 results	 from	 a	 survey	 conducted	 on	 the	 sign	 ideas.		
Input	 was	 received	 from	 Kathy	 Orrin,	 Maggie	 Blackwell	 and	 Mark	 Fitzsimmons.		
Council	 gave	 direction	 to	 staff	 to	 move	 forward	 with	 holding	 a	 contest	 soliciting	
design	ideas	from	citizens.		
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6. STUDY	SESSION	–	CITY	CLERK,	ELECTED	VS.	APPOINTED	

	
City	 Attorney	 Epperson	 presented	 information	 relating	 to	 the	 position	 of	 the	 City	
Clerk	 and	 the	 differences	 between	 an	 elected	 versus	 appointed.	 	 Council	 gave	
direction	to	move	forward	with	a	ballot	measure	for	the	November	election	that	will	
change	the	current	elected	position	to	an	appointed	position.			
	

7. CITIZEN	REQUESTS/PUBLIC	COMMENTS	
	
	 Dr.	 Kathy	 Orrin	 of	 the	 Taft	 Chamber	 of	 Commerce	 shared	 that	 the	 City’s	 display	 for	

Kern	County’s	150th	Birthday	Bash	was	a	group	effort	 and	was	extremely	successful.		
She	 thanked	 all	 that	 helped	 and	 also	 thanked	 the	Mayor,	 City	Manager	 and	 Chief	 of	
Police	for	their	participation	in	the	State	of	the	City	luncheon.	
	

8. COUNCIL	STATEMENTS	(NON	ACTION)	
	
Council	Member	Krier	mentioned	 there	 have	 been	 a	 lot	 of	 things	 happening	 in	 Taft	 the	 last	
couple	of	weeks	and	encouraged	people	to	attend	the	upcoming	Arbor	Day	program,	the	ARC	
barbeque	and	Sit	n	Sip.		
	
Council	Member	Bryant	shared	that	he	loves	Taft	and	the	Westside	and	is	honored	to	serve	the	
citizens	here.	
	
Council	 Member	 Hill	 stated	 that	 she	 has	 had	 people	 in	 town	 staying	 at	 the	 hotel	 recently	
complimenting	the	cleanliness	of	our	City	to	her.	
	
Mayor	 Miller	 thanked	 the	 Bakersfield	 Symphony	 for	 their	 visit	 to	 Taft	 and	 the	 wonderful	
performance	on	Sunday.	
	
	

9. 	 PLANNING	COMMISSION	REPORT	
	
There	was	none.	
	

10. DEPARTMENT	REPORTS	
	
Planning	 Director	 Staples	mentioned	 that	 he	 had	 volunteered	 to	 help	with	 Taft’s	 display	 at	
Kern	County’s	150th	Birthday	celebration	stating	it	was	a	great	display	and	a	great	day.	
	

11. CITY	MANAGER	STATEMENTS	
	

City	 Manager	 Jones	 shared	 that	 the	 Coffee	 with	 a	 Cop	 program	 is	 slowly	 picking	 up	 in	
attendance	and	 that	 they	are	 looking	 to	bring	design	 ideas	 for	 the	 transit	 facility	 to	Council	
soon.	

	
12. CITY	ATTORNEY	STATEMENTS	

City	 Attorney	 Epperson	 reported	 that	 the	 litigation	 that	 the	 City	 has	 been	 in	 with	 the	
California	Department	of	Corrections	(CDCR)	over	the	prior	closing	of	 the	City’s	Community	
Correctional	Facility	has	been	settled	and	a	settlement	agreement	has	been	executed.	

	
13. FUTURE	AGENDA	REQUESTS	
	

There	was	none.	
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************************************************************************************	
	

CONSENT	CALENDAR	ITEMS	14	‐	17	
	
Motion:	 Moved	by	Noerr,	seconded	by	Bryant	to	approve	consent	calendar	items.	
	
AYES:	 Noerr,	Krier,	Bryant,	Hill,	Miller	
PASSED:	 	 5‐0	 	 	
	
	 	
14. MINUTES	

April	5,	2016	Regular		
	

	 Recommendation	–	Approve	as	submitted.	
	
15. PAYMENT	OF	BILLS		

Warrant#040816	 	 Check	No.82296‐82381	 $328,910.82	 	
	 Warrant#040816				 	 Check	No.82382‐82384	 $				3,462.49		
	 	
	 Recommendation	–	Approve	payment	of	the	bills.	
	
16. HEALTH	 CARE	 SCREENING	 AND	 VACCINES	 FOR	 CORRECTIONAL	 FACILITY		

EMPLOYEES	
	
Recommendation	 –	 Motion	 to	 approve	 $5000	 to	 be	 added	 to	 the	 Correctional	 Facility	
Budget		10051‐02500	 for	 required	health	 screenings	and	vaccines	 for	Correctional	Facility	
Employees.	

	
17. THE	EXECUTION	AND	FILING	OF	A	TRANSIT	DEVELOPMENT	ACT	ARTICLE	8	CLAIM	FOR	

FISCAL	YEAR	2013‐2014	&	2014‐2015	
	

																Recommendation	–	
1.	 Motion	 to	 adopt	 resolution	 entitled:	A	RESOLUTION	OF	THE	CITY	COUNCIL	OF	THE	

CITY	 OF	 TAFT	 APPROVING	 THE	 EXECUTION	 AND	 FILING	 OF	 A	 TRANSIT	
DEVELOPMENT	ACT	ARTICLE	8	CLAIM	FOR	FISCAL	YEAR	2013‐2014.	(Resolution	No.	
3758‐16)	

2.	 Motion	 to	 adopt	 resolution	 entitled:	A	RESOLUTION	OF	THE	CITY	COUNCIL	OF	THE	
CITY	 OF	 TAFT	 APPROVING	 THE	 EXECUTION	 AND	 FILING	 OF	 A	 TRANSIT	
DEVELOPMENT	ACT	ARTICLE	8	CLAIM	FOR	FISCAL	YEAR	2014‐2015.	(Resolution	No.	
3759‐16)	

	
								
	 *******************************************************************************************	
	
18. DONATION	TO	THE	TAFT	CHAMBER	OF	COMMERCE	TO	HELP	COVER	COST	OF	4TH	OF	JULY	

CELEBRATION	
	
Krier	mentioned	that	he	thought	that	the	fireworks	show	is	a	great	tradition,	something	
positive	 to	 offer	 the	 community	 and	 he	 thought	 that	 the	 city	 should	match	 last	 year’s	
donation	amount	of	$2,500.	
	
Noerr	 agreed	 and	 stated	 he	 thought	 Taft	 had	 the	 most	 incredible	 venue	 for	 the	
fireworks	show.	
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Miller	 concurred	 reminding	 everyone	 that	 there	 is	 quite	 a	 cost	 in	 providing	 this	 show	
encouraging	everyone	who	could	to	donate	to	the	show	fund.	
	

Motion:	 Moved	 by	 Krier,	 seconded	 by	 Noerr	 to	 donate	 $2,500	 to	 Taft	 Chamber	 of	
Commerce	2016	Fourth	of	July	Fireworks	Show	Fund.	

	
AYES:	 Noerr,	Krier,	Bryant,	Hill,	Miller	
PASSED:	 	 5‐0	

	
	
At	8:11:33	PM	the	regular	meeting	was	recessed	to	closed	session.	
	
	
CLOSED	SESSION	

	 	 	
A. CONFERENCE	WITH	LEGAL	COUNSEL	–	EXISTING	LITIGATION	

Government	Code	Section	54956.9	(a)	–	Case	Number	S‐1500‐CV‐281650	
	
 The	City	Council	 discussed	 in	 closed	 session	 the	 item	agendized	 for	 closed	 session	

discussion	and	direction	was	given	to	staff.		
	

	 ADJOURNMENT	 ‐	With	 no	 further	 business	 to	 conduct	 the	meetings	were	 adjourned	 at	
8:42	PM.	

	
	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 ________		
Yvette	Mayfield	 	 	 	 	 	 Randy	Miller	
City	Clerk										 	 	 	 	 	 Mayor	

	
 





















































































































































































































































































REVIEWED BY: 
CITY CLERK: 

 
FINANCE DIRECTOR: CITY MANAGER: 

 

**2nd reading only** 

 
City of Taft Agenda Report 

 
 
 
DATE: April 19, 2016 
 
TO: MAYOR MILLER AND COUNCIL MEMBERS 
 
AGENDA MATTER:  
PUBLIC HEARING – ZONING ORDINANCE AMENDMENT 2016-01: GARAGE OR YARD SALES 
 
SUMMARY STATEMENT:  
At the January 20 and February 17, 2016, Planning Commission meetings, Commissioners and staff discussed 
current regulations for yard or garage sales and reviewed a draft ordinance amendment.  Staff presented the 
current Taft section of the Zoning Ordinance, as well as, Kern County Zoning and other city ordinances on 
yard or garage sales.  There was a concern that some may be conducting more of commercial business as 
opposed to selling off their personal gently worn goods and products. 
 
Attached is a new ordinance, approved by the Planning Commission on March 16, 2016, with definitions and 
regulations for yard or garage sales.  There will still be no permit required to conduct a yard or garage sale, 
the sales are limited to four times a year for no more than 3 consecutive days for each occurrence, prohibited 
items for sale, and temporary signs.  There will be a no fee garage or yard sale application that residents will 
need to fill out and turn in to City Hall.  The application will aid Planning, Code Enforcement, and Police 
Department staff in identifying properties that exceed the new standards whether it is the number of days, 
occurrences per year, or items being sold. 
 
The new ordinance will be a new section in Chapter 12, Specific Use Development Standards, of the Zoning 
Ordinance.  In addition to the application mentioned above, staff will distribute notices or flyers either 
through newspaper ads, City social media, or through the Chamber of Commerce’s regular email blasts to 
inform Taft residents of the new standards. 
 
Staff recommends that the City Council hold a public hearing and approve the attached ordinance for Zoning 
Ordinance Amendment No. 2016-01, an amendment of Chapters 1 and 12 of Title 6 of the Taft Zoning 
Ordinance relating to garage or yard sales. 
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION:  
1. Conduct Public Hearing; and 
2. Motion to approve and amend the City of Taft Municipal Code entitled AN ORDINANCE OF THE 
CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TAFT APPROVING ZONING ORDINANCE AMENDMENT 
NO. 2016-01, AN AMENDMENT OF CHAPTERS 1 AND 12 OF TITLE 6 OF THE TAFT ZONING 
ORDINANCE RELATING TO GARAGE OR YARD SALES for first reading by title only and reading 
of such be waived. 
 
FUNDING SOURCE:  N/A 
 
ATTACHMENT (Y/N):  Ordinance 
 
PREPARED BY:  Mark Staples, Director, Planning & Community Development 



ORDINANCE NO. ________ 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TAFT APPROVING 
ZONING ORDINANCE AMENDMENT NO. 2016-01, AN AMENDMENT OF 

CHAPTERS 1 AND 12 OF TITLE 6 OF THE TAFT ZONING ORDINANCE RELATING 
TO GARAGE OR YARD SALES 

 
WHEREAS, California Government Code Section 65800 provide for the adoption and 

administration of zoning laws, ordinances, rules and regulations by counties and cities; and 
 

WHEREAS, the City of Taft is responsible for continually reviewing and updating the 
adopted Zoning Ordinance to address changing conditions within the City; and 

 
WHEREAS, garage or yard sales provide the opportunity for residents to occasionally 

sell gently used items such as clothing, furniture, appliances, and other personal items from their 
home; and 

 
WHEREAS, garage or yard sales are not intended to operate part-time or regularly as a 

commercial business, or for the sale or resale of commercial goods; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Taft wants to provide local residents the opportunity up to four 

(4) times a calendar year, with no single occasion lasting longer than 3 consecutive days, to hold 
a yard or garage sale so they can pass on their personal goods to others that are seeking gently 
used affordable items; and 

 
WHEREAS, a yard or garage sale is an opportunity for others to reduce, recycle, and 

reuse personal goods, which otherwise may end up in local landfills; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Planning Commission reviewed and commented on a draft ordinance 

amendment of Chapters 1 and 12 of Title VI of the Zoning Ordinance at its regular meeting on 
March 16, 2016; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission studied and considered the written findings for 
approval of Zoning Ordinance Amendment No. 2016-01, City Staff’s written and oral reports, 
and all public testimony before making a decision on this request; and  

 
WHEREAS, the Planning Commission voted 5-0 to recommend approval of the 

proposed amendment to the City Council; and 
 
WHEREAS, the laws and regulations relating to the preparation and adoption of 

environmental documents, as set forth in the State Guidelines Implementing the California 
Environmental Quality Act have been adhered to; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City Council has fully considered this request and the potential 
environmental effects.   
 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the City Council of the City of Taft does 
ordain as follows:  
 



Ordinance No. _______ 
April 19, 2016 
Page 2 of 4 
 

SECTION 1 
 
6.1.190 Definitions 
 
Yard or Garage Sale  
 
A yard or garage sale is a sale of chattel goods which is undertaken by the occupant of a single 
family residence where the yard or garage sale occurs, or combined residents of a multifamily 
complex where the yard or garage sale occurs, which is no longer than three consecutive days in 
duration. Nor which occurs more frequently than four times a year.  
 
6.12.270 GARAGE OR YARD SALES  
 
1. Definitions 
   

a. “Garage Sale” or “Yard Sale” or “Estate Sale” means the display and offering for sale 
to the public at large of clothing, household goods, furnishings, appliances, tools, or 
other items of personal property at, in or about residential premises, which items have 
been acquired, accumulated and kept in the course of occupancy but the residents of 
such residential premises primarily for household uses and purposes and not for 
resale.  
 

b. “Garage/Yard/Estate Sale Sign” means a temporary sign which announces the 
directions to and advertising the sale of personal used goods, furniture, or clothing at 
a residence by the property owner, resident or tenant.  The sign(s) shall be on display 
for a limited period of time, but no longer than the duration of the single garage, yard, 
or estate sale event. 

 
2. Frequency, Duration, Standards 
 

a. Garage Sales shall be permitted in the RS, R-1, R-2, and R-3 residential zone 
districts.  Sales may be allowed on properties with residential uses within the 
DC and MU commercial zone districts.   

 
b. No more than four (4) sales shall be held each calendar year 

 
c. Each sale shall be no longer than three (3) consecutive days 

 
d. Sales shall be conducted on the owner’s or tenant’s property.  No portion of 

the sale shall be on the sidewalk, parkway, or in the public right-of-way. 
 

e. No goods purchased or imported for resale may be offered for sale 
 

f. No consignment goods may be offered for sale 
 

g. Garage Sale Signs may be placed within the parkway portion of the street 
right-of-way 
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h. Garage Sale Signs, whether directional or advertising, shall be freestanding 
and removed after the conclusion of the sale 

 
i. Garage Sale Signs placed on private property shall be done so with the 

owner’s permission 
 

j. Garage Sale Signs shall not be placed on structures within the parkway such 
as light standards, stop signs, traffic signs, fire hydrants or other similar 
structures. 

 
3. Application 
 

An application for a Yard or Garage Sale shall be filed with the Planning Department for 
each occurrence.  No fee shall be collected with the application, however, the applicant is 
shall comply with the provisions of this Section and the Taft Municipal Code. 

 
4.  Violation – Penalty  
 

A violation of this chapter shall constitute an infraction and will be subject to code 
enforcement action, per Title I Chapter 3 Administrative Citations and Penalties. 

 
 

SECTION 2 
 

The proposed amendment is exempt from the requirements of the California Environmental 
Quality Act (CEQA) as set forth in Section 15061(b) (3) of the CEQA Guidelines as the 
proposed amendment will have no significant effect on the environment. 

 
 

SECTION 3 
 

If any section, subsection, sentence, clause or phrase of this Resolution is for any reason held to 
be unconstitutional, such decision shall not affect the validity of the remaining sections of this 
Resolution.  The Planning Commission hereby declares that it would have passed this 
Resolution, and each section, subsection, clause and phrase thereof, irrespective of the face that 
any one or more sections, subsections, sentences, clauses or phrases be declared invalid or 
unconstitutional. 
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SECTION 4 

 
This ordinance shall take effect thirty (30) days after the date of its adoption, and within fifteen 
(15) days after its adoption shall be published at least once in the Daily Midway Driller, a 
newspaper of general circulation, published and circulated in the City of Taft together with the 
names of members of the City Council voting for and against same.  
 

PASSED AND ADOPTED on this 3rd day of May, 2016. 
 
 
 

         _________________________  
Randy Miller, Mayor  

Attest: 
 
 
 
____________________________  
Yvette Mayfield 
City Clerk  
 
Approved as to form:  
 
 
 
____________________________  
Jason Epperson, City Attorney  
 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA }  
COUNTY OF KERN   } SS  
CITY OF TAFT   }  
 
I, Yvette Mayfield, City Clerk of the City of Taft, do hereby certify that the foregoing Ordinance 
had its first reading on April 19, 2016, and had it second reading on May 3, 2016, and was 
passed by the following vote:  
 
AYES:  COUNCILMEMBERS:  
NOES:  COUNCILMEMBERS:  
ABSTAIN:  COUNCILMEMBERS:  
ABSENT:  COUNCIL MEMBERS:  
 
 
 
____________________________  
Yvette Mayfield, City Clerk 



REVIEWED BY: 
CITY CLERK: 

 
FINANCE DIRECTOR: CITY MANAGER: 
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DATE: April 19, 2016 
 

TO: MAYOR MILLER AND COUNCIL MEMBERS 
 

AGENDA MATTER:  
PUBLIC HEARING – ZONING ORDINANCE AMENDMENT 2016-02: FENCES AND 
WALLS 
 
SUMMARY STATEMENT:  
At the January 20 and February 17, 2016, Planning Commission meeting, Commissioners and staff 
discussed desired amendments to the Zoning Ordinance regarding fences and walls and concurred 
that there are many instances of non-compliance and code enforcement issues.  A draft amendment 
to Chapter 6.11.90 Fences and Walls of the Zoning Ordinance was presented on February 17.  
Revisions included further definition and standards regarding front yard fences, maintenance 
requirements, and code enforcement on lack of maintenance or violation of the provisions of the 
fence and wall standards. 
 
Attached is a final amended Section 6.11.90 with the minor revisions to front yard fences, fence and 
wall material types, craftsmanship, and code enforcement, which was approved by the Planning 
Commission on March 16, 2016.  The purpose of the front yard standards and proposed revisions is 
to ensure that front yards, and particularly front doors, are visible by emergency personnel and the 
general public in case of an emergency.  The front yard fences allowed by this revised ordinance still 
provides the physical barrier property owners want from the public trampling a front yard, unwanted 
guests and intruders, and to keep young children and others within the front yard.  Furthermore, a 
maintenance and nuisance subsection was added to reinforce compliance with the standards. 
 
Staff recommends that the City Council hold a public hearing and approve the attached ordinance for 
Zoning Ordinance Amendment No. 2016-02, an amendment of Section 6.11.90 of Title 6 of the Taft 
Zoning Ordinance relating to fences and walls. 
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION:  
1. Conduct Public Hearing; and 
2. Motion to approve and amend the City of Taft Municipal Code entitled AN ORDINANCE OF 
THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TAFT APPROVING ZONING ORDINANCE 
AMENDMENT NO. 2016-02, AN AMENDMENT OF SECTION 6.11.90 OF TITLE 6 OF 
THE TAFT ZONING ORDINANCE RELATING TO FENCES AND WALLS for first 
reading by title only and reading of such be waived. 
 
FUNDING SOURCE:  N/A 
 
ATTACHMENT (Y/N): Ordinance 
 
PREPARED BY:  Mark Staples, Director, Planning & Community Development 



ORDINANCE NO. ________ 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TAFT APPROVING 
ZONING ORDINANCE AMENDMENT NO. 2016-02, AN AMENDMENT OF SECTION 
6.11.90 OF TITLE 6 OF THE TAFT ZONING ORDINANCE RELATING TO FENCES 

AND WALLS 
 

WHEREAS, California Government Code Section 65800 provide for the adoption and 
administration of zoning laws, ordinances, rules and regulations by counties and cities; and 
 

WHEREAS, the City of Taft is responsible for continually reviewing and updating the 
adopted Zoning Ordinance to address changing conditions within the City; and 

 
WHEREAS, the condition of fences and walls can be a major cause and source of blight 

in both residential and nonresidential areas, especially when the property owner fails to actively 
maintain them; and 

 
WHEREAS, the fences and walls within the City of Taft shall be constructed with 

professional craftsmanship of wood, wrought iron, tube steel, chain link, masonry block, or 
similar durable and tradition materials; and shall not be comprised of scrap or reused wood, 
metal, or masonry block; and, 

 
WHEREAS, front yard fences and walls are intended to serve a dual purpose of adding 

curb appeal to a property, while also providing the physical barrier that adds a sense of security 
to the property; and 

 
WHEREAS, front yard fences and walls are not intended to be designed or used as a 

continuous solid walls that block the visibility of the front yard or front door of a residence or 
business, which shall remain easily visible for emergency personnel and the general public to 
report cases of an emergency; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Planning Commission reviewed and commented on a draft ordinance 

amendment of Section 6.11.90 of Title VI of the Zoning Ordinance at its regular meeting on 
March 16, 2016; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission studied and considered the written findings for 
approval of Zoning Ordinance Amendment No. 2016-02, City Staff’s written and oral reports, 
and all public testimony before making a decision on this request; and  

 
WHEREAS, the Planning Commission voted 5-0 to recommend approval of the 

proposed amendment to the City Council; and 
 
WHEREAS, the laws and regulations relating to the preparation and adoption of 

environmental documents, as set forth in the State Guidelines Implementing the California 
Environmental Quality Act have been adhered to; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City Council has fully considered this request and the potential 
environmental effects.   
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NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the City Council of the City of Taft does 
ordain as follows:  
 

SECTION 1 
 
6.11.90 FENCES AND WALLS  
 

1. Residential Districts 
 

a. In any required front yard or street side yard of a reversed corner lot, 
a wall or fence shall not exceed forty (40) inches in height. 
 
1) A front yard fence or wall shall not have more than the first 

twenty-four (24) of said fence or wall above grade be of a solid 
material. 
 

2) A wooden picket, vinyl/composite picket, wrought iron, tube 
steel, or other similar semi-transparent fence shall have pickets 
no more than four (4) inches in width and space said pickets no 
closer than two (2) inches apart and no more than four (4) inches 
apart 
 

3) Any front yard fence that is part of a retaining wall that exceeds 
two (2) feet in height shall have no portion of said fence be solid; 
such fence shall have a picket design per Section 2 above. 

 
b. A wall or fence not more than six (6) feet in height, as measured 

from the adjacent grade on the same parcel may be maintained along 
any interior side yard, rear yard or street side yard provided that such 
wall or fence does not extend into the required front yard or the 
street side yard of a reverse corner lot.  

 
c.  Fences and walls located between residential lots shall be 

constructed with professional craftsmanship quality of wood, metal 
rail, wrought iron, tube steel, chain link, masonry block or other 
durable materials. 

 
d. Fences and walls placed between residential lots and adjoining 

rights-of-way, Arterial streets, and Arterial Highways shall be 
constructed with professional craftsmanship quality of wood, metal 
rail, wrought iron, tube steel, chain link, masonry block or other 
decorative and durable materials.  Solid masonry walls for visual 
screening and sound attenuation may be required for residential uses 
or residentially zoned property or where more sensitive adjacent land 
uses exist, as required and approved by the Planning Director. 
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e. Except where the Planning Director determines that screening is 
needed, open walls and fences shall be placed along side and rear 
yards that are adjacent to open space areas. 

 
f. No barbed wire shall be used or maintained as a fence or wall, or as 

any part of a fence or wall when located along a front, side, or rear 
property line of any lot or within three (3) feet of any such property 
line; nor shall any sharp wire or points project to the side or above 
the top of any fence or wall. 

 
g. Prohibited fence and wall materials include, but are not limited to, 

scrap metal, scrap wood, or scrap masonry block; chicken wire or 
other wire fencing; corrugated metal or plastic; or other similar non-
durable or non-traditional fence and wall materials. 

 
2. Non-Residential Districts 

 
a. Within any required front building setback area, wall or fences shall 

not exceed forty (40) inches in height. However, walls or fences may 
be permitted up to a maximum height of five (5) feet provided that 
the portion of the fence or wall above forty (40) inches in height is 
ninety (90) percent light-emitting wrought iron or other similar 
material. 

 
b. Fences and walls for the purpose of screening commercial and 

industrial activities from more sensitive land uses, and for sound 
attenuation, shall be required as a condition of approval for 
commercial or industrial development: 

 
1) Open fences may be used so long as solid, durable, and opaque 

screening materials are applied to provide the required screening.   
 

2) Plastic slats in chain link fencing shall be made of an opaque, 
durable material and occupy the full width of the chain link fence 
openings. 

 
The height, placement and design of such walls shall be determined 
based on the required sound attenuation and/or need for visual 
screening to ensure consistency with General Plan policies and 
performance standards. In some instances, site specific conditions 
may require a variance to maximum wall height requirements in 
order to meet the provisions of this paragraph. 

 
c. In any required rear or interior side building setback area, except as 

provided by Section 10.90.2.b 6.11.90.2b above, walls and fences 
shall not exceed six (6) feet in height except with an approved 
conditional use permit. 
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d. No barbed wire shall be used or maintained as a fence or wall, or as 
any part of a fence or wall, when located along a front, side, or rear 
property line, or when placed in such a manner as to be visible from 
a public or private street; not shall any sharp wire or points project 
above the top of any fence or wall that is either less than six (6) feet 
in height or is visible from any public or private street in a 
commercial zone district, however, such barbed wire may be 
permitted in an industrial zone district.  

 
e. Prohibited fence and wall materials include, but are not limited to, 

scrap metal, scrap wood, or scrap masonry block; fabric screening; 
chicken wire or other wire fencing; corrugated metal or plastic; or 
other similar non-durable or non-traditional fence and wall materials. 

 
3. Maintenance and Nuisances 

 
Every owner of real property and every occupant, lease, or holder of any 
interest in real property is required to maintain such property, including 
fences and walls, in a manner so as not to violate the public nuisance 
provisions in Chapter 4, Title 3 of the Taft Municipal Code.  Any violation 
of this chapter or Chapter 4 of Title 3 may be subject to code enforcement 
citations and penalties per Title 3 and 1 of the Taft Municipal Code. 

 
 

SECTION 2 
 

The proposed amendment is exempt from the requirements of the California Environmental 
Quality Act (CEQA) as set forth in Section 15061(b)(3) of the CEQA Guidelines as the proposed 
amendment will have no significant effect on the environment. 

 
 

SECTION 3 
 

If any section, subsection, sentence, clause or phrase of this Resolution is for any reason held to 
be unconstitutional, such decision shall not affect the validity of the remaining sections of this 
Resolution.  The Planning Commission hereby declares that it would have passed this 
Resolution, and each section, subsection, clause and phrase thereof, irrespective of the face that 
any one or more sections, subsections, sentences, clauses or phrases be declared invalid or 
unconstitutional. 
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SECTION 4 

 
This ordinance shall take effect thirty (30) days after the date of its adoption, and within fifteen 
(15) days after its adoption shall be published at least once in the Daily Midway Driller, a 
newspaper of general circulation, published and circulated in the City of Taft together with the 
names of members of the City Council voting for and against same.  
 

PASSED AND ADOPTED on this 3rd day of May, 2016. 
 
 
 

         _________________________  
Randy Miller, Mayor  

Attest: 
 
 
 
____________________________  
Yvette Mayfield 
City Clerk  
 
Approved as to form:  
 
 
 
____________________________  
Jason Epperson, City Attorney  
 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA }  
COUNTY OF KERN   } SS  
CITY OF TAFT   }  
 
I, Yvette Mayfield, City Clerk of the City of Taft, do hereby certify that the foregoing Ordinance 
had its first reading on April 19, 2016, and had it second reading on May 3, 2016, and was 
passed by the following vote:  
 
AYES:  COUNCILMEMBERS:  
NOES:  COUNCILMEMBERS:  
ABSTAIN:  COUNCILMEMBERS:  
ABSENT:  COUNCIL MEMBERS:  
 
 
 
____________________________  
Yvette Mayfield, City Clerk 
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DATE: MAY 3, 2016    
 
TO:  HONORABLE MAYOR AND COUNCIL MEMBERS 
 
 
 
AGENDA MATTER:  
 
RECEIVE AND ACCEPT NEEDS ASSESSMENT REPORT FROM STANTEC 
 
SUMMARY STATEMENT: 
 
Late last year the City Council approved entering in to an agreement with Stantec for the 
purposes of performing a needs assessment for projects and possible grant funding sources.  
Attached is the final Needs Assessment Report provided by Stantec under that agreement. 
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
 
Motion to receive and accept the Needs Assessment Report from Stantec. 
 
IMPACT ON BUDGET (Y/N): NO  
 
ATTACHMENT (Y/N):  YES – Needs Assessment Report 
 
PREPARED BY:   City Clerk   
 
 
 

REVIEWED BY:            
CITY CLERK  
 

FINANCE DIRECTOR CITY MANAGER 
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Needs Assessment - This report 
summarizes feedback from City 
departments and key 
stakeholders on what projects 
should be prioritized for the 
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Prepared for: 
The City of Taft  
209 E. Kern Street 
Taft, CA 93268 
 

Prepared by: 
Stantec Consulting Services Inc. 
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1.0 NEEDS ASSESSMENT PROCESS  

The City of Taft (City) contracted Stantec Consulting Services Inc. (Stantec) to provide ‘Grant 
Research – Grant Writing Services’ on August 18, 2015.  The first step in this process consists of 
conducting a needs assessment to help the City identify and prioritize desired projects and focus 
limited resources.  The outcome of this report will guide how the City and Stantec research and 
pursue grant and low interest loan funding. 

1.1 PROJECT SCOPE 

Below summarizes the project scope for conducting a needs assessment: 

• Review existing documents, such as a Master Plan or previous grant applications, to 
understand what projects the City has already identified. 

• Conduct informational interviews with individual City departments and key stakeholder 
groups. 

• Compile feedback, identify emerging themes, and return with a list of projects that the City 
and Community Stakeholders have identified. 

• Ensure top priorities are documented in a Master Plan, Capital Improvement Plan, and/or 
recognized by City Council through a resolution. 

1.2 IMPLEMENTATION  

Stantec provided a preliminary survey to gather information on each Department’s anticipated 
short-, mid-, and long-term needs.  Participants were also asked to provide previous grant 
applications, planning documents, etc.  A copy of this survey is available in Appendix A1: 
Preliminary Department Survey.   

The Housing and Community Development Department provided Taft’s General Plan (2009), Taft 
Downtown Specific Plan (Revised 1999), Taft Historic Downtown Design Guidelines, and an 
updated list of grants pursued since June 2011.  The Transit Department provided several past 
grant applications and Taft’s Transit Development Plan.  The Public Works Department provided 
a past application for bicycle and pedestrian grant funding.   

Thereafter, one-hour in-person interviews were set up with City Department staff and Community 
Stakeholders for November 19, 2015.  For those unable to meet in person, Stantec conducted 
phone based interviews.  The purpose of stakeholder interviews is to gather feedback on what 
the community needs and to identify the challenges and opportunities unique to the City.  These 

nm z:\projects\2047049200 taft grant services\deliverables\1 needs assessment\taft needs assessment report final.docx 1.1 
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interviews provide historical perspective, insights into how the area functions, and an 
understanding of what is truly meaningful to City staff and the community at large.    

Table 1: Stakeholder Interview Schedule 

Stakeholder Interview Schedule 

Time Interviewer Interviewee Affiliation 
8:00 Meredith Noble Michael Long Downtown Business Committee 

9:00 Meredith Noble Dr. Kathy Orrin Chamber of Commerce 

    Shannon Jones Event Coordinator  

9:00 Donna Carpenter Ed Whiting Police Department 

    Pete Aranda Police Department 

10:00 Meredith Noble Carolyn Golleher Correctional Facilities 

10:00 Donna Carpenter Jerry Livingston  Planning Commissioner 

    Josh Bryant City Council Member 

11:00 Meredith Noble Blanca Cavazos Taft Union High School  

1:00 Meredith & Donna Tom Azbill II Transit  

    Christy Lowe  Transit 

    Craig Jones Transit 

2:00 Meredith & Donna Craig Jones Economic Development 

    Mark Staples Economic Development 

2:30 Meredith & Donna Mark Staples Housing & Community Development 

    Yvette Mayfield Housing & Community Development 

3:00 Meredith & Donna Craig Jones  Public Works 

    Christy Lowe Public Works 

24-Nov Meredith Dr. Dena Maloney President & CEO of Taft College 

2-Dec Meredith Ed Herrera Downtown Business Committee 

Though unable to conduct interviews with every community stakeholder, the City identified 
other important stakeholders that they want to keep informed on project developments.  This 
includes: Taft City Schools; West Side Recreation and Park District; Kiwanis, Rotary, Lion and 
Soroptomist clubs; and Bike Bakersfield (Regional Bike Advocacy Group). 
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2.0 CITY DEPARTMENT INTERVIEWS 

2.1 COMMUNITY CORRECTIONAL FACILITY 

Taft’s Correctional Facilities has several building and programming needs.  When the building 
closed for two years after the passage of AB109 (effectively releasing inmates with sentences of 
18 months or less), the building aged considerably.  Below is a list of projects needed for the 
building ranked by priority. 

• A new Simplex Panel.  This panel controls the electronic doors and fire alarm system.  To 
have it partially converted will cost $19k and $60k for full replacement.  

• Upgrade Ancil Fire System. Need to bring the fire system up to code within the year.  
Estimated cost: $16k.  

• Clean and Repair Air Ducts.  The air ducts have never been cleaned, posing a major health 
and safety issue to employees and inmates. $20k is needed to clean them. Repairs and 
replacements costs will need to be determined after further investigation.   

• New Dishwasher.  The existing dishwasher is 20 years old. It’s functioning, but cleans poorly.  

• New Softener System.  The pipes are so filled with deposits from hard water that some pipes 
can only get flow through the size of a pen.  Plumbing costs to repair piping at the facility are 
very high, especially when in an inmate’s cell.   

• Replace HVAC System.  The HVAC system is a ‘mishmash’ of short-term improvements.  The 
entire system needs to be mapped and have recommendations made on how to 
systematically improve the system.  

• Water Conservation. The inmates will get out of the shower and leave it running.  Would like 
to install water conservation measures that automatically stop sink flow if not used and limit 
shower time. Curious if renewable energy is allowed on Correctional Facilities. 

Programming needs are evolving to a more rehabilitative focus, which includes extracurricular 
activities, education, and recreation.  The program needs funding for computers to run CASAS 
testing, which funds basic education from Kindergarten through getting a GED.  Furniture and 
books are needed as well.  The recreation program is looking for funding for the newly founded 
Veterans Program, such as informative documentaries and recreation equipment.  

2.2 HOUSING PROGRAMS 

In 2014, the City received HOME Investment Partnership Program funding from the U.S. 
Department of Housing & Urban Development (HUD).  The HOME program provides formula 
grants to fund building, buying, or rehabilitating affordable housing for rent or to provide home 
ownership opportunities for low-income people.  In Taft, the program is used for single-family 
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home rehabilitations with an emphasis on installing major energy efficiency upgrades.  The City’s 
challenge has been finding eligible and interested participants despite extensive marketing 
through social media, ads in the newspaper, local realtors, pamphlets, the Chamber of 
Commerce, etc.   

It was acknowledged during stakeholder interviews that Taft has a need for additional 
affordable housing.  Specific needs of Taft’s low and moderate income residents were 
quantified in the Housing Element 2015 – 2023 update required by the California State Planning 
Act.  This update was adopted by the City Council in December 2015.  The Kern Council of 
Government Regional Housing Needs Assessment noted that 52 units are needed for extremely 
low-income residents between January 1, 2013 and December 31, 2023.  To address the housing 
needs for low-income households, the City is eager to identify a partner to build affordable 
housing (or mixed rates).   

The City would like to leverage California Department of Housing & Community Development 
Housing Related Parks Program funding to create new parks or improve existing parks in relation 
to new housing development.   

2.3 PLANNING & COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT  

The Planning & Community Development Department works to attract out-of-area businesses to 
Taft, as well as encouraging successful operation and/or expansion of local businesses.  An 
essential focus of the business and economic development function is to promote the creation 
of new jobs.  

Recent work in the arena of community development includes Taft’s recent receipt of a $1M 
Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) through HUD.  Funds will be used for an infill 
sidewalk project.  A major challenge is not being able to use funds where they are most needed 
as most of the community doesn’t qualify for CDBG funds.   

To support local businesses, the City would like to fund additional downtown connectivity.  This 
would include improvements at the 5th Street Plaza, a crosswalk across Main Street towards the 
NAPA Auto Parts Store to provide more direct access, and access from Rails to Trails to 
downtown.  

The City has unsuccessfully pursued Caltrans Sustainable Transportation Planning Grant funding 
for the development of a bicycle and pedestrian trail Master Plan and Federal Emergency 
Management Agency (FEMA) Hazard Mitigation grants for reinforcing unreinforced masonry.  
Stantec was asked to follow California’s Strategic Growth Council activities to identify funding 
opportunities related to climate action planning and Greenhouse Gas reduction.   

Additional projects in need of funding include: 

• Establishing a unique signage and wayfinding program. 
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• Updating the Downtown Specific Plan.   

• Supporting small businesses in being successful.  

• Supporting unique tourism opportunities, particularly related to the oilfield industry and 
outdoor recreation. 

• Master Planning remaining development within City boundaries for highest and best use. 

• A Climate Action Plan and Greenhouse Gas Reduction Plan.  

• Infrastructure improvements at Taft Industrial Park. 

• Multi-Modal Mobility Plan.  

2.4 POLICE  

The Taft Police Department work to make Taft an enjoyable and safe place to live.  The Taft 
Police Department provides protection to approximately 10 square miles and over 9,000 people. 
Department personnel provide full-time, 24-hour police coverage with a full-time dispatch 
center. The Taft Police Department operates a Type I Jail facility for pre-arraignment prisoners. 
The Department also administers a 512 bed Community Correctional Facility (see Section 2.1). 
The Taft Police Department also works closely with the deputies and staff of the Kern County 
Sheriff’s Department’s Taft Substation. 

The Police Department receives funding from the California Department of Corrections in the 
form of a cost per inmate per day, which is much lower in Taft than in other areas. Fees for 
probation and house arrest have provided little to augment budget needs.  Insufficient funding 
has led to deferred maintenance, to the point of needing to replace several key facility and 
department needs including the following: 

Aging and undersized police station for today’s needs. The electrical system is undersized 
causing the breakers to trip if more than one item is used at the same time.  Dramatically 
fluctuating water pressure in the plumbing system is causing major problems.  The heating and 
air conditioning system is beyond its intended lifecycle and in need of replacement.  There are 
insufficient storage facilities, no security system whatsoever, and a leaking roof.  The station 
layout is cumbersome and inefficient, with no room for expansion.  It was thought that a 
remodel of the existing station would only accommodate growth for 5 to10 years.  A downtown 
sub-station is desired.   

Aging equipment and technology. Outside of the station, the vehicle fleet is 6 to 10 years old 
with over 90,000 miles each.  The Police Department has been able to keep up on maintenance 
but as the fleet ages, repairs are becoming more expensive.  Officers have not received a cost 
of living increase for several years.  The uniform allowance of $1,100 is insufficient and particularly 
burdensome on new officers. The Department’s computers are relatively new but will need to be 

nm z:\projects\2047049200 taft grant services\deliverables\1 needs assessment\taft needs assessment report final.docx 2.3 
 



CITY OF TAFT  
GRANT RESEARCH – GRANT WRITING SERVICES 

City Department Interviews  
February 10, 2016 

replaced in a few years.  Officers do not have mobile computers, GPS, or cameras, which will 
likely become required equipment in the future.  

When asked how the Department would prioritize the needs discussed above, they ranked them 
accordingly: 

• More officers.  Currently they have 2.5 officers per shift and 3.5 is needed. 

• Facility maintenance and repairs, particularly the leaking roof and upgrades to the electrical 
system.  

• Remodel or replace the police station to improve safety and increase efficiency.  

2.5 PUBLIC WORKS  

The Public Works Department is responsible for sewer collection and treatment, stormwater 
management, Veterans Park and 5th Street Plaza, streets, and Rails to Trails.  In no particular 
order, their project needs include: 

• A five-year Capital Improvement Plan for wastewater distribution system improvements.  
Note: The City has a sewer contractor who is responsible for cleaning 20 percent of the lines 
per year and providing a priority list of repair and replacement projects:   

• A pavement index for prioritizing street projects. 

• Replacement of signage that doesn’t meet reflectivity requirements.   

• Electric fleet vehicles. 

• A pet spay/neuter program.  (Previously funded by a PetSmart grant). 

• Additional amenities for Rails to Trails such as solar lights, benches, trash cans, etc.   

• New playground equipment at Veteran’s Park.  (Estimate $150k needed). 

• The latest Disaster Preparedness Plan is from 1986.  The City estimates needing $50-60k to 
fund an extensive update including putting purchasing and contractor agreements in place.  
The City applied for a State Farm grant to fund this but was not selected.  

2.6 RECORDS ADMINISTRATION  

The City is currently undergoing a needs assessment of their City Records Management system 
and processes.  Based on the needs assessment findings, the City will be updating policies, 
procedures, guidelines, and possibly software and programming.  There is interest in identifying 
funds to help with implementation of those recommendations and training in records 
management.  
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2.7 TAFT AREA TRANSIT  

The Transit Department aims to raise ridership on all routes and cut operational costs as much as 
possible while maintaining excellent customer service.  The top funding priority is shoring up a 
$200k shortfall for the new Transit Center.   Additional Transit Center funding would support an 
electronic car charging station, furniture, security, installing renewable energy in the building, 
etc.   

The second priority is keeping up with fleet repair and replacement costs. New busses are 
needed to replace the existing fleet, which includes five mini-vans and five cut-aways.    

It is also important to the Transit Department to keep staff trained on how to provide excellent 
customer service to the community.  Key community stakeholders for the Transit Department 
include: Chamber of Commerce, Kern County Department of Human Services, Recreation 
Center, Taft College, and the Transition to Independent Living (TIL) Program.  
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3.0 COMMUNITY FEEDBACK 

The themes discussed below are derived from Community Stakeholder interviews and the Taft 
Economic Opportunities Workshop conducted in July 2015.  The reason we look for common 
themes is to make meaning out of the community’s feedback and to identify areas where there 
is collective agreement on important issues for Taft to focus resources.  These themes are not 
listed in any particular order.  

3.1 TAFT ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITIES WORKSHOP SUMMARY 

Clean up blighted properties. Multiple stakeholders discussed how blighted properties impact 
Taft’s image to visitors and a sense of safety and security.  There is a call for more code 
enforcement.  

Attract visitors from surrounding highways. There is significant interest in attracting travelers off of 
nearby highways (119, 33, and 166) to increase tourism in Taft.   Unique attractions suggested for 
local tourism include airport skydiving, oilfield tours, oil museum, Historic Downtown, Taft’s Historic 
Fort, BBQ Pit Masters, Carrizo Plains National Park, Wind Wolves Preserve, Fort Tejon State Historic 
Park, and more.  Suggestions included starting an annual signature music and beer event.  
Some suggested having a phone or tablet app for Taft visitors.  

Design and install wayfinding signage.  Many stakeholders want signage to help visitors 
understand what there is to do in Taft and how to get there. Several want signage to embody 
the City’s oil history.  Interested in electronic billboards for promoting events and kiosks for 
pedestrians at major destinations to encourage additional exploration.   Pedestrian signage 
could include a historical walking tour.  Suggested signage at K.C. Raceway, Highway 33 before 
Maricopa, Elk Hills, Interstate 5, Highway 99, Highway 33 and Highway 166 for Carrizo Plains.  
Support for working with private landowners, County, and Caltrans for optimal signage locations.  
Suggested an arch over 6th Street to help with establishing the downtown district area.   

Support small businesses.  Several noted that customer service training and start-up business 
training would help small businesses be more successful.  High interest in working more with 
Fresno State Office of Economic Development for business training classes including QuickBooks, 
Square, business plan development, financing, permitting, insurance, etc.  Want to coordinate 
with the Taft Community College to set up more internships with the local business community.  

Support Taft’s Historic Downtown. Suggested putting up art in vacant windows, host street 
concerts, establish consistent hours of operation that also accommodate shoppers unable to 
come during regular business hours, and provide Wi-Fi access for customers.  Want a vacant 
building registry.  Encourage façade improvement investments and consistency – and find ways 
to encourage this with absentee landlords.  Support housing development close by for 
millennials.  Define the downtown area and boundaries. Make it clear for visitors when you have 
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entered the downtown district.  Need a way to fund downtown improvements such as window 
cleaning; plant watering and maintenance; and amenities like seating, trash cans, benches, 
etc. Support for continued relationship between downtown businesses, Chamber of Commerce, 
and City but observed tension in agreeing on who is responsible for improvements and activities.  

High interest in attracting private investment, diverse jobs, and new housing.  Differing 
perspectives on how to best achieve this goal.  Curious how to better establish public/private 
partnerships for development. Wanted businesses include a car wash, more restaurants, a RV 
park, and other name-brand retailers.   

Support for making infrastructure investments in the industrial park to attract new business. 
Interest in improving broadband infrastructure as well to help students at local schools and 
colleges, support online adult higher education, and for attracting businesses.   

New and affordable housing stock is needed.  Housing needed for seniors, multi-family to attract 
young people and their families, and low-income residents.  Some stakeholders were curious if 
downtown living is feasible.   

3.2 COMMUNITY STAKEHOLDER INTERVIEWS 

Stakeholder interviews were held with the Taft Chamber of Commerce, Taft Community College, 
Taft Union High, Taft Downtown Business Committee, and the Economic Development Ad Hoc 
Committee.  A ‘SWOT Analysis’ was used to identify the Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities, 
and Threats of an organization – or in this instance a community.  

3.2.1 Strengths   

• All stakeholders gave kudos to City staff as capable and trusted leaders.  “Taft is in a great 
place. It is ably led by competent people and a Council that gets along.”   

• Have a great history and charming Downtown District.  Many referenced that for the size of 
Taft, it has “several name-brands and ‘box’ stores.”   

• Strong pride and interest in Taft being better.  

3.2.2 Weaknesses 

• Lack of funding for infrastructure to support business and schools (i.e. internet access, road 
capacity, workforce housing).  

• Lack of a Capital Improvement Plan.  

• “There are many great ideas for how to improve Taft, but too few people working behind 
them.”   

nm z:\projects\2047049200 taft grant services\deliverables\1 needs assessment\taft needs assessment report final.docx 3.2 
 



CITY OF TAFT  
GRANT RESEARCH – GRANT WRITING SERVICES 

Community Feedback  
February 10, 2016 

• “Blight.” Stakeholders are concerned about a growing homeless population, lack of code 
enforcement, and absentee landlords of retail and commercial properties.  

3.2.3 Opportunities 

• Leverage the Small Business Academy partnership with Taft Community College and other 
stakeholders to help individuals with all aspects of starting and running a business.   

• In 2008, the City and County signed a joint powers agreement to create the Greater Taft 
Economic Development Authority (EDA).  Recently revived, the EDA has filed for a 501(c)3 
status to own property and use it as leverage for supporting economic development.  

• Become part of the National Main Street Program to help citizens organize and share 
resources for a vibrant downtown.  

• Utilize active service clubs to help with project implementation.  

• Taft Community College’s excellent programs and commitment to excellence.  The school 
“works hard to remove barriers to entry.” 

• Annexation of Ford City, Taft Heights, and South Taft.  

3.2.4 Threats 

• Businesses operating ‘under-the-radar’ without permits, insurance, etc.  Would like to identify 
those businesses and support them in becoming legal.  

• The tension between “keeping Taft, Taft” and welcoming in a new era of perspectives and 
backgrounds.  

• No growth.  Told that 60 percent of the new homes being built are being purchased locally 
by people upgrading. Pointed out how many people opt to live in Bakersfield and make the 
commute.  

• Have highly skilled jobs with low level local skill sets.  Traditional method of college education 
is not feasible. Need better online connections to provide rich online adult education 
programs.  

• Mental health issues are growing in the schools.   

• Feel isolated here, geographically and culturally.  Majority of high school graduates go to 
Taft Community College right next door, which may prevent them from getting ‘outside’ 
experiences.    
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3.2.5 Projects Identified by Community Stakeholder Interviews 

The overarching theme to emerge from community stakeholder interviews was an interest in 
increasing the economic viability of the community.  Projects identified for achieving this 
include: 

• A wayfinding and gateway program that helps visitors know what is in Taft.  Suggestions 
included gateway signage to attract traffic from surrounding highways.  

• Supporting businesses and property owners to update their buildings to current standards. 

• Completing a Specific Plan Update for the Downtown Business District to 1) identify the 
area’s long term vision; 2) needs; and 3) long term funding mechanisms. 

• A Pedestrian and Bicycle Master Plan. 

• Funding projects that provide additional recreational opportunities and tourism. 

• Supporting the creation of a Farmers Market. 

• A Capital Improvement Plan and assessment of funding mechanisms for maintaining quality 
service. 

• More code enforcement from the City to manage delinquent properties.  

• Broadband community-wide.  
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4.0 CLOSING 

Some of the projects or needs identified by each department may not have grant funding 
available.  As such, the team (City staff and Stantec) elected to research what funding is 
available for any of the community’s needs and then prioritize pursuits based on our findings. 
Research into grant and low-interest loan funding will be completed in the next phase of this 
project. Generally, however, the community’s priorities fell into one of two categories: economic 
development and core public services.  Knowing this will help Stantec focus our research and 
help City staff know what activities are perceived as most important.  

Economic Development:  The most popular theme to emerge from this needs assessment was a 
sense of urgency around improving Taft’s economic vitality.  Stakeholders and City staff alike 
want to attract visitors to Taft and facilitate an experience that can’t be found anywhere else.  
There is a strong interest in preserving and displaying Taft’s oil history, developing a vibrant 
downtown, and becoming a jumping-off point for outdoor recreation.  Much of the work to be 
done here would fall out of the City’s purview, but a collaborative effort between private 
business owners, non-profits, and the community at large has the potential to yield exciting 
results.   

Core Public Services: The City’s core responsibilities are to provide a safe community, provide 
basic public services, and plan for the future.  The projects identified by each department can 
be prioritized based on how they impact the City’s ability to meet the needs of the public.  The 
next phase of this project will identify grants and low-interest loans that could fund the projects 
identified in this report.
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 PRELIMINARY DEPARTMENT SURVEY Appendix A

  A.1 
 



 

City of Taft Department Preliminary Questionnaire 
November 2015 

 
The purpose of this questionnaire is to help Stantec become familiar with your 
community’s funding history and project needs prior to department interviews on 
November 19th.  If you have any questions, please contact Meredith Noble, 
Funding Specialist, at meredith.noble@stantec.com or 509-340-1714. 
 

NAME: _______________________________________________________________________ 

TITLE: _________________________________________________________________________ 

DEPARTMENT: ________________________________________________________________ 

 
1. How do you prefer we communicate with you?   

o Email 
o Phone 
o Both 
o Other ______________________________ 

 
2. What are your department needs and priority projects in the near term (two 

years or less)? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. What department needs and priority projects do you anticipate in the future (3-
10 years)? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

mailto:meredith.noble@stantec.com


 
4. What stakeholders in the community should be informed about your projects? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5. What grant and/or low-interest loan applications have you submitted in the 
past?   
 
Project Name Funding Program Year 

Submitted 
Successful? 

    
    
    
    

    
    
    
    
    
    

 
 

6. Do you have sample grant applications from previous years? What other 
information do you think we should have to understand your needs (such as 
master plans or capital improvement plans)?  Please upload information at the 
link below:  

 
Automatic Login 
FTP site link : ftp://20470492001514:6764905@projftp.stantec.com 
By clicking on the link above (or pasting the link into Windows Explorer) you will be 
automatically logged into your FTP site.  
 
Manual Login  
FTP link: ftp://projftp.stantec.com 
Login name: 20470492001514 
Password: 6764905 
Expiry Date : 11/30/2015 
Owner : MEREDITH.NOBLE@STANTEC.COM  

 

ftp://20470492001514:6764905@projftp.stantec.com/
ftp://projftp.stantec.com/
mailto:MEREDITH.NOBLE@STANTEC.COM
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