
TAFT	CITY	COUNCIL/SUCCESSOR	AGENCY	
JOINT	REGULAR	MEETING	AGENDA	
TUESDAY,	FEBRUARY	21,	2017	
CITY	HALL	COUNCIL	CHAMBERS	
209	E.	KERN	ST.,	TAFT,	CA	93268	

	
AS	A	COURTESY	TO	ALL	‐	PLEASE	TURN	OFF	CELL	PHONES	

	
Any	writings	or	documents	provided	to	a	majority	of	the	City	Council	regarding	any	 item	on	
this	agenda	are	made	available	for	public	inspection	in	the	lobby	at	Taft	City	Hall,	209	E.	Kern	
Street,	Taft,	CA	during	normal	business	hours	(SB	343).	

	
REGULAR	MEETING	 	 																												6:00	P.M.	
	
Pledge	of	Allegiance	
Invocation	
Roll	Call:	 Mayor	Noerr	

Mayor	Pro	Tem	Hill	
Councilmember	Bryant	
Councilmember	Krier	
Councilmember	Miller	

	
1. PUBLIC	HEARING	‐	TRANSIT	FIXED	ROUTE	SERVICE	

	
	 Recommendation	–	

1. Conduct	Public	Hearing	
2. Motion	to	approve	the	elimination	of	the	Taft	Area	Transit	Fixed	Route	effective	March	1,	2017.	

	
2. PROCLAMATION	–	SAFE	SURRENDER	BABY	MONTH	

	
3. STUDY	SESSION	–	GENERAL	PLAN	AMENDMENT	AND	CLIMATE	ACTION	PLAN	UPDATE	

	
4. CITIZEN	REQUESTS/PUBLIC	COMMENTS	
	

THIS	 IS	 THE	 TIME	 AND	 PLACE	 FOR	 THE	 GENERAL	 PUBLIC	 TO	 ADDRESS	 THE	 CITY	 COUNCIL	 ON	
MATTERS	WITHIN	 ITS	 JURISDICTION.	STATE	LAW	PROHIBITS	THE	COUNCIL	FROM	ADDRESSING	ANY	
ISSUE	NOT	PREVIOUSLY	INCLUDED	ON	THE	AGENDA.		COUNCIL	MAY	RECEIVE	COMMENT	AND	SET	THE	
MATTER	FOR	A	SUBSEQUENT	MEETING.		PLEASE	LIMIT	COMMENTS	TO	FIVE	MINUTES.	
	

5. COUNCIL	STATEMENTS	(NON	ACTION)	
	

6. DEPARTMENT	REPORTS	
	

7. CITY	MANAGER	STATEMENTS	
	

8. CITY	ATTORNEY	STATEMENTS	
	
9. FUTURE	AGENDA	REQUESTS	
	

************************************************************************************************	
	

CONSENT	CALENDAR	ITEMS	10–	16	
	
	 All	 items	listed	on	the	Consent	Calendar	shall	be	considered	routine	and	will	be	enacted	by	one	roll	call	

vote.	There	will	be	no	separate	discussion	of	 these	 items	unless	a	member	of	 the	City	Council	 requests	
specific	items	to	be	removed	from	the	Consent	Calendar	for	separate	action.		Any	item	removed	from	the	
Consent	Calendar	will	be	considered	after	the	regular	business	items.	Are	there	any	items	on	the	consent	
calendar	that	any	member	of	the	public	would	like	to	comment	on?	
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10. MINUTES	

February	7,	2016	Regular	
	 Recommendation	–	Approve	as	submitted.	
	
11. PAYMENT	OF	BILLS		

Warrant#	2/10/2017		Check	No.84427‐84528	 $	1,628,011.66			
	 Warrant#	2/10/2017		Check	No.84529‐84532	 $						77,186.61	
	
	 Recommendation	–	Approve	payment	of	the	bills.	

	
12. 							TREASURER’S		REPORT	

	
	 Recommendation	–	Motion	to	receive	and	file	Treasurer’s	Report	dated	January	20,	2017	for	
	 the	Month	of	November	2016.		
	

13. 	 FINDINGS	REGARDING	UNMET	TRANSIT	NEEDS	IN	THE	CITY	OF	TAFT	
	
	 Recommendation	 –	 Motion	 to	 adopt	 a	 resolution	 entitled	 A	 RESOLUTION	 OF	 THE	 CITY	
	 COUNCIL	OF	 THE	 CITY	OF	 TAFT	MAKING	 FINDINGS	 REGARDING	 UNMET	 TRANSIT	NEEDS	
	 IN	THE	CITY	OF	TAFT.	
	
14. 	 RECONFIGURATION	OF	WORKSTATIONS	IN	ADMINISTRATIVE	OFFICE	
	
	 Recommendation	–	Motion	to	approve	purchase	of	two	(2)	cubicle	workstations	for	City	Hall	
	 Administrative	Office	 for	 a	 total	 cost	 not	 to	 exceed	 $5000	 	 and	 to	 increase	Budget	 Unit	 513‐
	 1000	by	$5000	for	the	purchase	of	the	cubicle	workstations.		
	
15. 	 TASK	ORDER	FOR	HELT	ENGINEERING	TO	COMPLETE	CAL	TRANS	STREET	REPORT	

	
	 Recommendation	 –	 Motion	 to	 ratify	 task	 order	 with	 Helt	 Engineering	 in	 the	 amount	 of	
	 $3,120	and	allocate	funds	from	capital	reserves.	

	
16. 	 RECLASSIFICATION	OF	LINE	ITEM	PURCHASE	TO	THE	DRUG	FORFIETURE	FUND	
	
	 Recommendation	–	Motion	to	allow	the	City	Finance	Director	reclassify	the	two	(2)	purchases	from	
	 10421‐	06000	to	36421‐08500.	
	

	 ***************************************************************************************************	
	
	 CLOSED	SESSION	
	

A. CONFERENCE	WITH	LABOR	NEGOTIATOR,	CRAIG	JONES,	CITY	MANAGER	
Government	Code	54957.6	–	All	units	

	
	 ADJOURNMENT	
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													AMERICANS	WITH	DISABILITIES	ACT	
(Government	Code	Section	54943.2)	

The	City	of	Taft	City	Council	Chamber	is	accessible	to	persons	with	disabilities.	Disabled	individuals	who	
need	 special	 assistance	 (including	 transportation)	 to	 attend	 or	 participate	 in	 a	meeting	 of	 the	 Taft	 City	
Council	 may	 request	 assistance	 at	 the	 Office	 of	 the	 City	 Clerk,	 City	 of	 Taft,	 209	 E.	 Kern	 Street,	 Taft,	
California	or	by	calling	(661)	763‐1222.	Every	effort	will	be	made	to	reasonably	accommodate	individuals	
with	 disabilities	 by	 making	 meeting	 material	 available	 in	 alternative	 formats.	 Requests	 for	 assistance	
should	be	made	five	(5)	working	days	in	advance	of	a	meeting	whenever	possible.	

AFFIDAVIT	OF	POSTING	
I,	Darnell	Porter,	declare	as	follows:	
That	 I	 am	 the	Deputy	City	Clerk	 for	 the	City	of	Taft;	 that	an	agenda	was	posted	on	a	public	 information	
bulletin	board	located	near	the	door	of	the	Civic	Center	Council	Chamber	on	February	16,	2017	at	________	
a.m.	/p.m.,	pursuant	to	1987	Brown	Act	Requirements.	
I	declare	under	penalty	of	perjury	that	the	foregoing	is	true	and	correct.	
Executed	February	16,	2017,	at	Taft,	California.	
	
Signature	 	 	 	 			



 

REVIEWED	BY:	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
CITY	CLERK	 	
	

FINANCE	DIRECTOR	 CITY	MANAGER	
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DATE:		 FEBRUARY	21,	2017	
	
TO:	 	 HONORABLE	MAYOR	AND	COUNCIL	MEMBERS	 	
	
AGENDA	MATTER:	 	
	
PUBLIC	HEARING	‐	TRANSIT	FIXED	ROUTE	SERVICE	
	
SUMMARY	STATEMENT:	

City of Taft staff is working to close its Transit budget shortfall. Eliminating unproductive services 
and redeploying resources to routes with greater rider demand is necessary to maintain quality 
service. On average, the fixed route carries 2 passengers per service hour. At this time staff is 
requesting elimination of the fixed route.  It is the system’s least productive service. As a result, the 
fixed route is proposed for elimination, and continuing with solely dial-a-ride service. 

The Fixed route has been operated by the City of Taft since 2007, with a recommendation by a 
hired consultant firm. After operating more than 9 years the fixed route was reevaluated and has 
been deemed non- sustainable.  

Since its inception the City of Taft has heavily marketed the fixed route through a wide variety of 
media which targeted residents, shoppers, and tourists, without success.  

RECOMMENDED	ACTION	
	

1. Conduct	Public	Hearing	
	

2. Motion	to	approve	the	elimination	of	the	Taft	Area	Transit	Fixed	Route	effective	March	
1,	2017.	

	
IMPACT	ON	BUDGET	(Y/N):			 Yes	–	Decrease	in	operational	cost			
	
ATTACHMENT	(Y/N):	 	 No		
	
PREPARED	BY:	 	 	 Public	Works	
	
	



 

 

PROCLAMATION 
 

DECLARING 
 

FEBRUARY 2017 
 

SAFE SURRENDER BABY AWARENESS MONTH 
IN KERN COUNTY 

 
         Whereas, the Safely Surrendered Baby Law was first implemented in 
California on January 1, 2001, with the intent to prevent harm and possible death 
to newborns; and 

 
        Whereas, the law’s intent is to save the lives of newborn infants at risk of 
abandonment by encouraging parents or persons with lawful custody to safely 
surrender the infant within 72 hours of birth with no questions asked; and  

 
       Whereas, In Kern County there have been 57 babies Safely Surrendered since 
2006; and  

 
       Whereas, The Safely Surrendered Baby Coalition, under the coordination of the 
Department of Human Services, works to educate Kern County residents about this 
important law. 

 
       NOW THEREFORE, the City Council of the City of Taft, does hereby join other 
cities in proclaiming the month of February, 2017, as Safe Surrender Baby 
Awareness Month in Kern County.    

 
Dated this 21st day of February 2017. 

 
_________________________ 

Dave Noerr, Mayor 

 
___________________________                           ___________________________ 
Renee Hill, Mayor Pro Tem     Randy Miller, Council Member 
 
 

___________________________     ___________________________ 
Orchel Krier, Council Member     Josh Bryant, Council Member 



TAFT CITY COUNCIL/SUCCESSOR AGENCY 
MINUTES 

FEBRUARY 7, 2017 
 

 
REGULAR MEETING                     6:00 P.M. 
 
The February 7, 2017, regular joint meeting of the Taft City Council/Taft Successor Agency, held in the 
Council Chamber at Taft City Hall, 209 East Kern Street, Taft, CA 93268, was opened by Mayor Dave 
Noerr at 5:59:41 PM. The Pledge of Allegiance was led by City Manager Craig Jones, followed by an 
invocation given by Pastor Scott Pearson of the First Baptist Church.  
 
 
PRESENT:  Mayor Noerr and Mayor Pro Tem Renee Hill 

Council Members Orchel Krier and Josh Bryant  
City Manager Craig Jones and City Attorney Jason Epperson  

                              City Clerk Yvette Mayfield 
 
ABSENT:            Council Member Randy Miller  
 
1. STUDY SESSION – HALL AMBULANCE VICE PRESIDENT, JOHN SURFACE   

 
Harvey Hall introduced his staff and John Surface gave presentation. 
 

2. CITIZEN REQUESTS/PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 

There were none.  
 

3. COUNCIL STATEMENTS (NON ACTION) 
 
Council Member Bryant reminded everyone of upcoming Coffee with a Cop and thanked the 
Chamber for recognizing him as “Volunteer of the Year”.   
 
Council Member Krier shared information about local events and things to do in Taft. 
 
Mayor Pro Tem Hill read off the names of those being recognized by the Taft Chamber of 
Commerce at the upcoming installation awards ceremony.  
 
Mayor Noerr spoke about a recent issue at Taft High School with law enforcement 
recommending that law enforcement should be shown the respect that they deserve as 
authority figures. 
 

4. PLANNING COMMISSION REPORT 
 
Commissioner Jerry Livingston reported that their last meeting was informational in that they 
reviewed this year’s calendar and discussed items they would like to address and update.  
 

5. DEPARTMENT REPORTS 
 
There was none. 
 

6. CITY MANAGER STATEMENTS 
 
There was none. 
 

7. CITY ATTORNEY STATEMENTS 
 
 There was none. 
 

ftr://?location=&quot;Council&quot;?date=&quot;07-Feb-2017&quot;?position=&quot;17:59:41&quot;?Data=&quot;78ddc35e&quot;
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8. FUTURE AGENDA REQUESTS 
 
 There was none. 
 

*******************************************************************************************  
CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS 9– 12 

 
 Krier pulled item12 

 
Motion: Moved by Bryant, seconded by Hill to approve consent calendar items 9-11. 
 
AYES:   Krier, Bryant, Hill, Noerr 
PASSED:  4-0 
  
9. MINUTES 

January 17, 2016 Regular 
 

 Recommendation – Approve as submitted. 
 
10. PAYMENT OF BILLS  

Warrant#1/13/2017  Check No.84236-84327 $   554,613.24 
 Warrant#1/27/2017  Check No.84328-84426 $1,183,878.83    
 
 Recommendation – Approve payment of the bills. 

 
11. FINANCE AND HUMAN RESOURCE STAFF TO ATTEND TYLER MUNIS 2017 ANNUAL 

TRAINING IN SAN ANTONIO TEXAS ON MAY 7 THROUGH MAY 10, 2017 
 

Recommendation – Motion to approve travel for the four (4) employees to attend Tyler 
Connect 2017 in San Antonio, Texas from May 7 to May 10, 2017 and to appropriate $2,650 from 
capital reserve. 
 

************************************************************************************************ 
 
12. NEW RATE STRUCTURE TO RECEIVE AND TREAT INDUSTRIAL AND COMMERCIAL WASTE 

WATER AT THE TAFT MUNICIPAL WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT 
 
Motion: Moved by Hill, seconded by Bryant to adopt a resolution entitled A RESOLUTION 

OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TAFT AUTHORIZING THE FINANCE 
DIRECTOR TO ESTABLISH A NEW RATE STRUCTURE TO RECEIVE AND 
TREAT INDUSTRIAL AND COMMERCIAL WASTEWATER AT THE TAFT 
MUNICIPAL WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT.  (Resolution No. 3810-17) 

 
AYES:   Krier, Bryant, Hill, Noerr 
PASSED:  4-0 
 
Krier stated that he was concerned about raising the fee and wanted to know if they could do 
a six month review on the increase. 
 
Jones explained that there was an extensive study done before the recommended increase was 
proposed, that the new rate is in line with other areas and the economy affects the usage. 
 
Bryant asked what type of waste is being disposed of at the facility and Jones stated it is 
industrial and commercial waste, so it is the dumping of portable toilets and such.    
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At 7:33:07 PM the regular meeting was recessed to closed session. 

 
CLOSED SESSION 
 

A. CONFERENCE WITH REAL PROPERTY NEGOTIATOR, CRAIG JONES- CITY MANAGER 
Government Code Section 54956.8 – two (2) cases - 725 San Emidio Street, 132 Center 
Street. 
 

 The City Council discussed in closed session those items agendized for closed 
session discussion and direction was given to negotiator and staff. 

 
ADJOURNMENT - With no further business to conduct the meetings were adjourned at 7:45PM. 
 
 

           ________  
Yvette Mayfield, CMC      Dave Noerr 
City Clerk               Mayor 

 
 

ftr://?location=&quot;Council&quot;?date=&quot;07-Feb-2017&quot;?position=&quot;19:33:07&quot;?Data=&quot;1eba1d16&quot;
































































































































































































































REVIEWED	BY:	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
CITY	CLERK	 	
	

FINANCE	DIRECTOR	 CITY	MANAGER	
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DATE:		 FEBRUARY	21,	2017	
	
TO:	 	 HONORABLE	MAYOR	AND	COUNCIL	MEMBERS	 	
	 	 	
AGENDA	MATTER:	
	
FINDINGS	REGARDING	UNMET	TRANSIT	NEEDS	IN	THE	CITY	OF	TAFT	
	
SUMMARY	STATEMENT:	
	

A	Transit	Unmet	Needs	hearing	was	advertised	for	10:30	am	Wednesday	February	9,	2017	at	City	
Hall.	This	hearing	was	publicly	noticed	in	the	Midway	Driller	on	January	10,	2017.	No	comments	
from	the	public,	written	or	spoken	were	received.	
The	Transportation	Development	Act	outlines	criteria	for	the	distribution	of	funds	for	public	
transportation.	Pursuant	to	the	Transportation	Development	Act,	the	City	of	Taft	must	annually	
conduct	a	hearing	to	receive	input	from	the	community	regarding	potential	unmet	transit	needs	
within	the	City	which	are	reasonable	to	be	met.	If	there	is	a	finding	that	there	are	no	unmet	transit	
needs	that	are	reasonable	to	be	met,	the	transportation	planning	agency	may	allocate	funds	for	
maintenance	of	local	streets	and	roads.	
Staff	prepared	the	attached	resolution	indicating	there	are	no	unmet	needs	that	can	reasonably	be	
met	at	this	time.	
	 	
RECOMMENDED	ACTION:	
Motion	to	adopt	a	resolution	entitled	A	RESOLUTION	OF	THE	CITY	COUNCIL	OF	THE	CITY	OF	
TAFT	MAKING	FINDINGS	REGARDING	UNMET	TRANSIT	NEEDS	IN	THE	CITY	OF	TAFT	
	
IMPACT	ON	BUDGET	(Y/N):			 NO	 	
	
ATTACHMENT	(Y/N):	 	 YES			(Resolution,	hearing	minutes)	
	
PREPARED	BY:	 	 	 Public	Works	 	
	



RESOLUTION _______________ 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TAFT MAKING 
FINDINGS RELATIVE TO UNMET TRANSIT NEEDS IN THE CITY OF TAFT. 

 
WHEREAS, the Transportation Development Act of 1971 provides for distribution of funds to 

Local Transportation Fund held in trust by the Kern County Auditor/ Controller for use by eligible 
claimants for purposes authorized by Article 4; and 
 

WHEREAS, the City Council has noticed the public hearing to hear comments relative to unmet 
transit needs in the City of Taft; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Transit Agency has made finding that the Taft Area Transit service has no unmet 
needs which are reasonable to meet other than those previously scheduled and the claimant may use the 
remaining funds for the purpose authorized by Article 8, Section 99400(a) Streets and Roads. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Taft that there are 
no Unmet Transit Needs that are reasonable to be met within the greater Taft area serviced by the Taft 
Area Transit. 
 
PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED on this 21st day of February, 2017. 
 

 
________________________________ 
Dave Noerr, Mayor  

ATTEST: 
 
 
      
Yvette Mayfield, CMC 
City Clerk 
 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA} 
COUNTY OF KERN     } SS 
CITY OF TAFT     } 
 
 I, Yvette Mayfield, City Clerk of the City of Taft do hereby certify that the foregoing 
Resolution was duly and regularly introduced and adopted at a regular meeting thereof held on 
the 21st day of February, 2017, by the following vote: 
 
AYES:  COUNCIL MEMBERS: 
NOES:  COUNCIL MEMBERS: 
ABSENT: COUNCIL MEMBERS: 
ABSTAIN: COUNCIL MEMBERS: 
 
 
________________________________ 
Yvette Mayfield, CMC  
City Clerk 

 





 

REVIEWED	BY:	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
CITY	CLERK	 	
	

FINANCE	DIRECTOR	 CITY	MANAGER	

	
 

 
 

City	of	Taft	Agenda	Report	
 
 
 
 
DATE:		 FEBRUARY	21,	2017	
	
TO:	 	 HONORABLE	MAYOR	AND	COUNCIL	MEMBERS	 	
	
	 	 	
AGENDA	MATTER:	 	
	
RECONFIGURATION	OF	WORKSTATIONS	IN	ADMINISTRATIVE	OFFICE	
	
SUMMARY	STATEMENT:	
	
Staff	has	reviewed	the	workstation	configuration	 in	 the	administrative	office	of	City	Hall.	 	 It	
has	been	determined	 that	 cubicle	workstations	 that	 allow	 for	privacy	would	be	much	more	
conducive	to	the	workplace	and	will	allow	for	a	second	workstation	to	be	placed	in	the	same	
square	 footage	being	occupied	by	a	singular	workstation.	 	 	The	existing	workstation	will	be	
utilized	by	another	City	department.		
	 	 	 	 		 	 	 					
RECOMMENDED	ACTION	
	
Motion	 to	 approve	 purchase	 of	 two	 (2)	 cubicle	 workstations	 for	 City	 Hall	 Administrative	
Office	for	a	total	cost	not	to	exceed	$5000	and	to	increase	Budget	Unit	513‐10006	by	$5000	
for	the	purchase	of	the	cubicle	workstations.		
	
IMPACT	ON	BUDGET	(Y/N):			 YES	–Not	to	exceed	$5000.		
	
ATTACHMENT	(Y/N):	 	 None		
	
PREPARED	BY:	 	 	 Lonn	Boyer		
	



 

REVIEWED	BY:	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
CITY	CLERK	 	
	

FINANCE	DIRECTOR	 CITY	MANAGER	
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DATE: FEBRUARY 21, 2017   
 
TO:  HONORABLE MAYOR AND COUNCIL MEMBERS  
 
AGENDA MATTER:  
 
TASK ORDER FOR HELT ENGINEERING TO COMPLETE CAL TRANS STREET 
REPORT 
 
SUMMARY STATEMENT: 

New state regulations require the City of Taft to complete an Annual Street Report in order to 
continue to receive Highway Users Tax Account funding.  This is a technical report that requires the 
expertise of the City Engineer’s office.   

Staff approved a task order from Helt Engineering for an amount not to exceed $3,120 in order to 
get the report submitted by the deadline. 

RECOMMENDED ACTION 
 
Motion to ratify task order with Helt Engineering in the amount of $3,120 and allocate funds from 
capital reserves. 
 
 
IMPACT ON BUDGET (Y/N):   Yes – Capital Reserves 
 
ATTACHMENT (Y/N):  Yes – Task Order  
 
PREPARED BY:   Public Works 
	





 

REVIEWED	BY:	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
CITY	CLERK	 	
	

FINANCE	DIRECTOR	 CITY	MANAGER	
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DATE:		 February	21,	2017	
	
TO:	 	 HONORABLE	MAYOR	AND	COUNCIL	MEMBERS	 	
	
	 	 	
AGENDA	MATTER:	 	
RECLASSIFICATION	OF	LINE	ITEM	PURCHASE	TO	THE	DRUG	FORFIETURE	FUND	
	
SUMMARY	STATEMENT:	
In	 September	 of	 2016	 the	 Police	 Department	 purchased	 some	 Laser	 Aiming	 Modules	 for	
$3,369.36	 and	 some	 rifle	 replacement	 parts	 from	 Specialized	 Armament	 Warehouse	 for	
$2,397.00.	 	The	 total	 is	$	5,766.36.	 	Both	 Items	were	paid	 for	on	a	City	Credit	card	and	was	
originally	paid	for	 from	Office	Equipment	portion	of	 the	Police	Budget	(10421‐06000).	 	 	We	
are	requesting	the	two	items	be	reclassified	and	paid	for	from	the	Drug	Forfeiture	Fund	of	the	
Police	Budget	which	is	36421‐08500.			
	
	 	 	 	 		 	 	 					
RECOMMENDED	ACTION	
	
Motion	to	allow	the	City	Finance	Director	reclassify	the	two	(2)	purchases	from	10421‐06000	
to	36421‐08500.	
	
	
IMPACT	ON	BUDGET	(Y/N):			 YES	–	Drug	Forfeiture	Fund	 	
	
ATTACHMENT	(Y/N):	 	 YES	–	Purchase	receipts	for	the	two	items	 		
	
PREPARED	BY:	 	 	 Ed	Whiting	–	Chief	of	Police		
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