
TAFT	CITY	COUNCIL/SUCCESSOR	AGENCY	
MINUTES	

JUNE	17,	2014	
	
REGULAR	MEETING	 	 6:00	P.M.	
	
The	June	17,	2014,	regular	joint	meeting	of	the	Taft	City	Council/Taft	Successor	Agency,	held	in	the	
Council	Chamber	at	Taft	City	Hall,	209	East	Kern	Street,	Taft,	CA	93268,	was	opened	by	Mayor	Pro	
Tem	 Krier	 at	 6:07:02	 PM	 	 .	 	 The	 Pledge	 of	 Allegiance	 was	 led	 by	 Council	 Member	 Dave	 Noerr,	
followed	by	invocation	given	by	Ed	Whiting,	Taft	Chief	of	Police.	
	
PRESENT:	 Mayor	Pro	Tem	Orchel	Krier.	
	 Council	Members	Dave	Noerr	and	Ron	Waldrop.	
	 City	Manager	Craig	Jones;	City	Attorney	Jason	Epperson;	
	 City	Clerk	Alina	Megerdom.	
	
ABSENT:	 Mayor	Paul	Linder	and	Council	Member	Randy	Miller	
	
1. RECOGNITION	OF	CAROLINE	MACIEY	

	
Mayor	 Pro	 Tem	 Krier	 read	 the	 Recognition	 and	 awarded	 Caroline	 Maciey	 her	
Certificate.	
	

2. COMMENDATION	OF 	TUHS	SPORTS		
	
Mayor	Pro	Tem	Krier	presented	the	Certificate	of	Commendation	to	TUHS	Sports.	
	
Council	Members	congratulated	all	the	athletes	for	a	job	well	done.	
	

The	regular	meeting	was	recessed	to	closed	session	at	6:17	PM.	
	
CLOSED	SESSION		
	

A. CONFERENCE	WITH	LEGAL	COUNSEL	–	EXISTING	LITIGATION	Government	Code	
Section	54956.9	(a);	–	Frank	Lindsay	vs.	City	of	Taft.	
	
 No	reportable	action.	

	
The	regular	meeting	was	reopened	at	6:40	PM.	

	
3. PUBLIC	HEARING	 –	ZONING 	ORDINANCE	AMENDMENT	RELATING	TO	FENCES	

AND	WALLS		
	
The	 Public	 Hearing	 (PH)	 was	 opened	 at	 6:42	 PM	 to	 receive	 testimony	 from	
proponents	and	opponents.		Being	none,	the	PH	was	closed.	
	

Motion:			 Moved	by	Waldrop,	 seconded	by	Noerr,	 to	approve	and	amend	 the	City	of	
Taft	 Zoning	 Ordinance	 entitled	 AN	 ORDINANCE	 OF	 THE	 CITY	 COUNCIL	
OF	THE	CITY	OF	TAFT	AMENDING	CHAPTERS	4,	5,	6,	7,	8,	AND	11	OF 	
TITLE	 6	 OF	 THE	 CITY	 OF	 TAFT	 ZONING 	 ORDINANCE	 RELATING	 TO	
FENCES	AND	WALLS	for	first	reading	by	title	only	and	reading	of	such	
be	waived.	

AYES:	 Noerr,	Waldrop,	Krier	
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4. CITIZEN	REQUESTS/PUBLIC	COMMENTS	–	There	were	none.	
	
5. COUNCIL	STATEMENTS	(NON	ACTION)	

	
Council	Member	Waldrop:			
 He	attended	National	Rifle	Association	(NRA)	banquet	and	was	wondering	where	was	

Council	 Member	 Noerr,	 everyone	 was	 asking	 about	 him.	 	 Council	 Member	 Noerr	
apologized	 for	missing	 the	meeting.	 	 He	 is	 a	 big	 supporter	 of	 NRA,	 he	was	 there	 in	
thought	 and	 he	was	 one	 of	 the	 sponsors	 of	 the	 safe.	 	 He	will	 be	 there	 for	 the	 next	
meeting.	
	

Council	Member	Noerr:			
 He	 stated	 that	 he	 had	 an	 opportunity	 to	 attend	 a	 special	 gathering	 and	 spend	 some	

time	 with	 Shannon	 Grove,	 one	 of	 his	 favorite	 legislators	 in	 the	 world,	 a	 very	 hard	
working	lady.	 	He	had	an	opportunity	to	spend	some	time	one‐on‐one	with	Governor	
Rick	Perry,	State	of	Texas.		Very	pro‐growth	and	interesting	individual.		Government’s	
role	 is	 to	create	an	environment	 that	 is	conducive	 to	growth.	 	 	He	really	enjoyed	his	
visit	 and	 his	 message	 was	 very	 pure	 and	 easy	 to	 read.	 	 He	 said	 that	 they	 need	
California	to	get	involved.			
	

Mayor	Pro	Tem	Krier:			
 He	also	attended	the	NRA	banquet	and	enjoyed	it	very	much.		
 He	stated	his	concerns	with	the	press	conference	in	regards	to	fracking.		People	need	

to	be	more	educated	on	fracking.	
	

6. DEPARTMENT	REPORTS	6:56	PM		
	
Mark	 Staples,	 Planning	 &	 Community	 Development	 Director	 introduced	 Geary	 Coats,	
Master	Developer	for	Rails	to	Trails	area.		He	also	had	a	handout	for	the	Council	Members	
from	Geary	Coats	which	was	entered	into	record.	
	
Mr.	Coats	stated	that	he	attended	the	International	Conference	of	Shopping	Center	(ICSC)	
in	Las	Vegas	on	May	18th	through	May	20th.		He	was	very	pleased	to	say	that	the	time	was	
very	successful	and	well	worth	it.	 	He	was	able	to	meet	with	32	different	retail	sales	and	
service	 providers.	 	 Of	 those	 32	 contacts,	 he	 has	 19	 follow	 up	 calls	 and	 information	
requests.		He	has	followed	up	with	each	of	them,	and	will	have	two	Letters	of	Intent	(LOL).	
He	gave	a	list	of	retailers	that	he	met	with.					
	
He	has	been	working	with	Rick	Jhaj	from	Taco	Bell	and	is	very	pleased	to	be	a	part	of	that	
success	to	bring	Taco	Bell	back	to	the	community	of	Taft.	
	
He	will	 be	meeting	 for	 actual	 Signature	 of	 Funding	with	 interested	 party	 for	 future	 RV	
Park	within	 the	Rails	 to	Trails	 area.	 	 They	will	 be	making	 a	 formal	 application	with	 the	
Planning	Department,	will	go	through	the	Entitlement	process	and	if	approved,	they	will	
have	the	funding	to	start	the	process.	
	
Hopefully	by	the	end	of	2014	they	will	have	three	projects	under	construction.			
	
The	ground	breaking	for	Best	Western	Hotel	will	be	June	30th.	
	
Noerr	stated	that	there	has	been	a	lot	of	talk	about	the	Hotel	 for	such	a	long	time.	 	They	
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had	their	high	points	and	low	points,	that’s	just	the	nature	of	development.		He	wanted	to	
thank	Mr.	Coats	for	his	hard	work	and	believing	in	it.			
	
All	the	Council	Members	thanked	Mr.	Coats	for	his	hard	work	and	are	looking	forward	to	
all	the	projects	getting	started.	
	

7. CITY	MANAGER	STATEMENTS	
	
 He	stated	that	ICSC	also	has	a	Western	Conference	which	is	in	October	in	San	Diego.		

With	Council’s	blessing,	City	of	Taft	will	have	a	table	at	the	Conference.	
 He	 stated	 that	 Colston	 has	 all	 his	 Entitlements	 and	 his	 Grading	 Plans	 have	 been	

approved.	 	Phase	I	should	start	within	a	month	or	so.	 	He	was	told	that	his	reserved	
lots	are	going	fast,	if	anyone	is	interested	they	should	contact	Mr.	Colston	now.	

	
8. CITY	ATTORNEY	STATEMENTS	‐	None	
	
9. FUTURE	AGENDA	REQUESTS	‐	None	
	

**********************************************************************	
	
 Item	number	19	was	removed	from	Consent	Calendar	by	Council	Member	Noerr.	
	
CONSENT	CALENDAR	ITEMS		10	‐	18	
	
Motion:	 Moved	by	Waldrop,	seconded	by	Noerr,	to	approve	consent	calendar	items	10‐18.	
	
AYES:	 	 Krier,	Noerr,	Waldrop	
	
10. MINUTES	

May	20,	2014	Regular	
	
	 Recommendation	–	Approve	as	submitted.	
	
11. PAYMENT	OF	BILLS	
	 Warrant#						6/06/2014	 Check	No.77574‐77660	 $	808,939.89								
	 Warrant#						5/23/2014	 Check	No.77661										 $					4,643.65				
	 	 	 	 	
	 Recommendation	–	Approve	payment	of	the	bills.		

	
12. LANDSCAPE	AND	LIGHTING	MAINTENANCE	DISTRICT	NO.	1	
	

Recommendation	–			
Motion	to	1)	receive	2014‐2015	Engineer’s	Report	for	Landscape	Maintenance	District	No.	

1;	and	
																		2)	 	 adopt	 a	 resolution	 titled	 A	 RESOLUTION	OF	 THE	 CITY	 COUNCIL	OF	 THE			

CITY	 OF	 TAFT	 DECLARING	 ITS	 INTENTION	 TO	 REVIEW	 THE	
IMPROVEMENTS	 AND	 FEES	 FOR	 LANDSCAPE	 AND	 LIGHTING	
MAINTENANCE	DISTRICT	NO.	1	AND	SET	THE	PUBLIC	HEARING	FOR	JULY	
1,	2014.	(Resolution	No.3603‐14)	
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13. RESOLUTION	ADOPTING	A	PRELIMINARY	BUDGET	BASED	ON	THE	2013‐2014	LEVEL	

OF	APPROPRIATIONS		
	
Recommendation	 ‐	 Motion	 to	 adopt	 resolution	 entitled	 A	 RESOLUTION	OF	 THE	 CITY	
COUNCIL	OF	THE	CITY	OF	TAFT	ADOPTING	A	PRELIMINARY	BUDGET	BASED	ON	THE	
2014‐2015	LEVEL	OF	APPROPRIATIONS.	(Resolution	No.3604‐14)	
	
	

14. ADOPTION	OF	THE	CITY	OF	TAFT	TITLE	VI	PROGRAM	FOR	TAFT	AREA	TRANSIT	
	

Recommendation	 ‐	 Motion	 to	 adopt	 resolution	 entitled	 RESOLUTION	 OF	 THE	 CITY	
COUNCIL	 OF	 THE	 CITY	 OF	 TAFT	 OF	 KERN	 COUNTY	 AUTHORIZING	 THE	 TITLE	 VI	
PROGRAM	FOR	THE	TAFT	AREA	TRANSIT	SYSTEM.	(Resolution	No.3605‐14)	
	
	

15. AWARD	 AUDIT	 CONTRACT	 FOR	 THE	 FISCAL	 YEARS	 2013‐2014,	 2014‐2015,	 2015‐
2016,	2016‐2017,	2017‐2018	
	
Recommendation	 ‐	 Motion	 to	 award	 audit	 contract	 per	 Finance	 Committee	
recommendation	and	authorize	Mayor	and	City	Clerk	to	execute	the	agreement.	
	

16. APPLICATION	TO	THE	CALHOME	PROGRAM	
	
Recommendation	–	Motion	to	approve	a	resolution	entitled	A	RESOLUTION	OF	THE	CITY	
COUNCIL	OF	THE	CITY	OF	TAFT	AUTHORIZING	THE	SUBMITTAL	OF	AN	APPLICATION	
TO	THE	 CALIFORNIA	DEPARTMENT	OF	HOUSING	AND	 COMMUNITY	DEVELOPMENT	
FOR	 FUNDING	 UNDER	 THE	 CALHOME	 PROGRAM;	 EXECUTION	 OF	 A	 STANDARD	
AGREEMENT	 IF	 SELECTED	 FOR	 SUCH	 FUNDING	AND	ANY	AMENDMENTS	THERETO;	
AND	 ANY	 RELATED	 DOCUMENTS	 NECESSARY	 TO	 PARTICIPATE	 IN	 THE	 CALHOME	
PROGRAM.	
(Resolution	No.3606‐14)	
	

17. CLEANUP	CONTENTS	OF	SHED	AT	SUNSET	TRADING	POST	
	
Recommendation	–	Motion	to	approve	the	donation	of	items	located	at	the	former	Sunset	
Trading	Post	Building.			
	

18. ADOPTION	 OF	 THE	 CITY	 OF	 TAFT	 COMMUNITY	 MOBILITY	 OUTREACH	 AND	
INVOLVEMENT	PROGRAM	
	
Recommendation	–	Motion	to	approve	The	City	of	Taft	Community	Mobility	Outreach	and	
Involvement	Program.	
	

*************************************************************************	
	
19. REPEAL	OF	ORDINANCE	NO.	737‐07	7:14	PM		

	
Council	Member	Noerr	stated	the	reason	he	pulled	the	item	from	the	Consent	Calendar	was	
so	 he	 can	 explain	 to	 the	 community	 why	 they	 had	 to	 make	 the	 decision	 to	 repeal	 City	
Ordinance	 No.	 737‐07.	 	 In	 2007,	 the	 City	 of	 Taft	 enacted	 an	 ordinance	 restriction	 the	
residency	 as	well	 as	movement	 of	 convicted	 sex	offenders	near	 schools,	 children’s	 center	
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and	parks.			What	they	did	was	in	the	best	interest	of	the	children	of	the	City	of	Taft.		Along	
came	Mr.	 Lindsay	and	his	 legal	 representative,	who	has	 filed	a	 civil	 lawsuit	 at	 least	 in	14	
other	communities	for	the	same	reasons.		They	are	not	aware	of	Mr.	Lindsay	coming	to	City	
of	Taft	or	interested	to	visit	City	of	Taft.		But,	the	city	is	being	sued	as	are	the	other	14	cities.		
What	the	city	is	going	to	do	is	to	remove	the	Ordinance	and	they	are	going	to	count	on	the	
State	 Law	 (Proposition	 83)	 that	 provides	 substantially	 all	 of	 the	 protection	 because	 the	
State	Supreme	Court	refused	to	hear	the	case.			
	
If	the	people	that	are	put	on	the	State	Supreme	Court	are	not	there	to	make	judgment	that	
will	impact	the	safety	of	the	children	from	the	predators	that	pray	on	them,	then	what	are	
they	there	for?		It	is	with	a	heavy	heart	and	a	great	deal	of	disgust	that	he	agrees	that	this	is	
course	 of	 action	 they	 have	 to	 take	 and	 he	 only	 hopes	 that	 it	 finally	makes	 it	 to	 Supreme	
Court	and	they	do	their	job	and	review	it	and	they	understand	that	the	very	best	thing	for	
the	children	is	to	do	everything	they	can	to	keep	those	people	away	from	them.		
	
All	Council	Members	concurred	with	Council	Member	Noerr.	
	

Motion:			 Moved	 by	 Noerr,	 seconded	 by	 Waldrop,	 to	Repeal	 City	Ordinance	No.737‐07	
and	Chapter	13	of	Title	VIII	of	the	City	of	Taft	Municipal	Code.			

	 (Ordinance	No.	804‐14)	
	
AYES:	 Noerr,	Waldrop,	Krier	
	
The	regular	meeting	was	recessed	to	closed	session	at	7:20	PM.	

	
CLOSED	SESSION	

	
B. CONFERENCE	 WITH	 LABOR	 NEGOTIATOR,	 CRAIG	 JONES,	 CITY	 MANAGER,	

Government	Code	54957.6	–	All	units.	
	
 No	reportable	action.	
	

C. CONFERENCE	WITH	LEGAL	COUNSEL	–	ANTICIPATED	LITIGATION	
Government	Code	Section	54956.9(b)	–	1	case	
	
 No	reportable	action.	
	
	

	 ADJOURNMENT	 –	 With	 no	 further	 business	 to	 conduct,	 Mayor	 Pro	 Tem	 Krier	
adjourned	the	meeting	at	8:25	PM.	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
Alina	Megerdom,	City	Clerk	 	 	 	 	 Orchel	Krier,	Mayor	Pro	Tem 


