
TAFT CITY COUNCIL/SUCCESSOR AGENCY 
JOINT REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

FEBRUARY 2, 2016 
 

 
 
REGULAR MEETING                       6:00 P.M. 
 
The February 2, 2016, regular joint meeting of the Taft City Council/Taft Successor Agency, held in the   
Council Chamber at Taft City Hall, 209 East Kern Street, Taft, CA 93268, was opened by Mayor Randy Miller at   
6:02:57 PM. The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Council Member Hill, followed by an invocation given by 
Pastor Scott Pearson of the First Baptist Church.  
  
PRESENT:  Mayor Randy Miller and Mayor Pro Tem Dave Noerr 

Council Members Orchel Krier, Josh Bryant and Renee Hill 
City Manager Craig Jones and City Attorney Jason Epperson  
City Clerk Yvette Mayfield 

 
  

1.  CONTINUANCE OF PUBLIC HEARING - TRANSIT FARE INCREASE AND ROUTE CHANGE 
 

The Public Hearing was opened at 6:15:24 PM to receive testimony from proponents and 
opponents. 

 
Taft College Transition to Independent Living (TIL) Program provided 46 surveys 
completed by freshman and sophomore TIL students to be entered in to the record.  

 
Richard Connick spoke in favor of the new proposal, urged Council to pass it and praised 
the transit drivers for the work they do.  

 
Olivia Goldwyn spoke in opposition of the fare increase asking that a gradual increase be 
considered. 
 
Matthew Brown spoke in opposition and asked Council to consider increasing the time 
that the transit runs.  
 
Mary Lyles spoke in favor of continued transit services  and shared that she thinks Taft 
has a wonderful transit program.  
 
Judy Tennelli spoke in favor of the transit services stating that she is totally reliant on 
transit services and she’d also like to see increased weekend service available.  
 
Kathy Johnson, representing the West Side Resource Center, spoke in favor of the new 
proposal and thanked the Council for considering the recomm ended changes from the 
last hearing. 
 
Roberta Devine spoke in favor sharing that the bus drivers are always courteous and 
reiterated prior comments in support of increasing the time the transit runs.  

 
The Public Hearing was closed at 6:28:31 PM . 

 
Motion: Moved by Noerr, seconded by Hill to approve transit rate increase and change the 

transit route. 
 
AYES: Noerr, Krier, Bryant, Hill, Miller 
PASSED:  5-0  

 
Noerr commented that this fare increase is representative of a gradual increase as the 
last increase was made in 2008 and that this decision is not made lightly but is 
necessary to keep the service available to Taft citizens.  
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Hill shared that sometimes unpopular decisions  have to be made in order to keep 
programs. 
 
Bryant stated he appreciated the time staff spent on implementing the recommended 
changes since last meeting and reiterated that the fare increase was needed for the 
fiscal solvency of the program. 
 
Krier thanked all those that attended both hearings as it enabled a compromise to be 
worked in to the final proposed rate increase and route schedules.  He also encourage d 
people to use the transit to help increase its ridership.  
 
Miller indicated that more general ridership is needed to help prevent these issues from 
arising and he also shared that he appreciated all the positive comments brought t o 
Council during the public hearing. 

   
2.  PUBLIC HEARING –  UPDATE OF HOUSING PROGRAM GUIDELINES  
 

The Public Hearing was opened at 6:37:26 PM to receive testimony from proponents and 
opponents.  Being none the Public Hearing was closed.  
 

Motion: Moved by Bryant, seconded by Hill to adopt the Homebuyer Program Guidelines and 
Housing Rehabilitation Guidelines for use in administering the City’s housing 
programs. 

 
AYES: Noerr, Krier, Bryant, Hill, Miller 
PASSED:  5-0  

 
3. PUBLIC HEARING - COSTS AND PLACEMENT OF LIEN ON ABATED PROPERTY  
 

The Public Hearing was opened at 6:39:16 PM to receive testimony from proponents and 
opponents. 
 
Cherie Layton, daughter of the deceased property owner, spoke to the Council stating 
she understood the need for the lien and the city’s need to abate the property.  She 
apologized for the state of the property and shared that she is facing many hurdles in 
trying to deal with the many issues of the property and has recently retained a probate 
attorney to help her start to work through the issues. 

 
 The Public Hearing was closed at 6:42:05 PM. 

 
Motion: Moved by Noerr, seconded by Krier to confirm Statement of Expense as submitted 

and approve a resolution entitled A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TAFT APPROVING AND  CONFIRMING THE  COSTS FOR THE 
ABATEMENT OF THE NUISANCE AT 122 E. KERN ST., TAFT, APN NUMBER 032-
072-01. (Resolution No. 3743-16) 

 
AYES: Noerr, Krier, Bryant, Hill, Miller 
PASSED:  5-0  
 

Miller stated that because the City had to spend the money on the abatement of the 
property the lien is the mechanism to recoup the money.  
 
Krier said he appreciated Ms. Layton attending. 
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Noerr shared that he understood that this was a difficult and unique situation and also 
appreciated Ms. Layton coming forward to share her intent.  

  
4. PROCLAMATION – SAFE SURRENDER BABY MONTH 

 
Heidi Carter-Escundero and Doris Sons along with representatives of the Kern County 
Fire Department accepted the proclamation.  
 

5. CITIZEN REQUESTS/PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 

Shannon Jones from the Chamber of Commerce shared that the Chamber Installation 
Dinner is being held February 11 th at the Fox Theater and that at Wednesday’s Sit -n-Sip 
there would be a special flag presentation from Honor Flight to four local veterans. 

 
6. COUNCIL STATEMENTS (NON ACTION) 

 
Council Member Hill shared an article from a Midway Driller dated January 1961 regarding traffic 
around the schools and the safety of the children stating the article is still relevant today. 
 
Council Member Noerr stated that the political season is starting and that the current level of local 
representation provided by Assembly Member Shannon Grove and Supervisor David Couch and 
staff is top notch. 
 
Mayor Miller agreed with Noerr as to the great local representation, stated it is a pleasure to serve 
with the current Council and Taft is a good place to live and work.  
 

7.  PLANNING COMMISSION REPORT 
 
Commissioner Jones reported that no action was taken at their last meeting and that the 
Commission discussed zoning amendments pertaining to garage sales and fencing requirements. 
 

8. DEPARTMENT REPORTS 
 
There was none. 
 

9. CITY MANAGER STATEMENTS 
 

Jones thanked the folks that came out for the transit public hearing stating that it was nice to see 
such a turn out and to hear the positive feedback on the transit employees.  He also thank the 
transit employees for all their great work. 

 
10. CITY ATTORNEY STATEMENTS 
 

There was none. 
 
11. FUTURE AGENDA REQUESTS 
 

Miller requested that the Council recognize Bethany Fitzsimmons, for her outstanding record in 
scoring goals, and the whole Taft High School Soccer Team for their outstanding season.  Bryant 
concurred. 

 
 
 



City of Taft Council/Successor Agency Meeting 
Minutes 
February 2, 2016 
Page 4 of 5 
 

******************************************************************************************** 
 

CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS 12 - 20 
 
Motion: Moved by Bryant, seconded by Hill to approve consent calendar items 12-20. 
 
AYES: Noerr, Krier, Bryant, Hill, Miller 
PASSED:  5-0  
  
12. MINUTES 

January 19, 2016 Regular  
 

 Recommendation – Approve as submitted. 
 
13. PAYMENT OF BILLS  

Warrant#11516  Check No. 81685-81788 $ 564,266.13 
 Warrant#11516  Check No. 81789-81791 $     3,064.47 
  
 Recommendation – Approve payment of the bills.  
  
14. SPECIAL EVENT PERMIT NO. 2016-03 – “LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR” EVENT HELD BY CALVARY 

TEMPLE ASSEMBLY OF GOD AT 630 KERN STREET ON FEBRUARY 13TH AND 14TH, 2016.     
 
Recommendation – Motion to approve a resolution entitled A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY 
COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TAFT APPROVING A SPECIAL EVENT PERMIT, AUTHORIZING 
PASTOR GREG HASLOW OF CALVARY TEMPLE ASEMBLY OF GOD TO HOLD A “LOVE YOUR 
NEIGHBORS” EVENT AT 630 KERN STREET FEBRUARY 13TH AND 14TH 2016. (Resolution No. 
3744-16) 

 
15. AMENDING THE JOB DESCRIPTION OF THE ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT TO THE POLICE 

CHIEF AND CHANGING SALARY RANGE 
 
Recommendation – Motion to adopt a resolution entitled A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL 
OF THE CITY OF TAFT AMENDING THE JOB DESCRIPTION OF THE ADMINISTRATIVE 
ASSISTANT TO THE POLICE CHIEF AND CHANGING SALARY RANGE FROM 36.6 TO 42.6. 
(Resolution No. 3745-16) 
 

16.  CHANGE ONE (1) TRANSIT OPERATOR POSITION FROM FULL-TIME TO PART-TIME 
 
Recommendation – Motion to adopt a resolution entitled A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL 
OF THE CITY OF TAFT CHANGING ONE (1) TRANSIT OPERATOR POSITION FROM FULL-TIME 
TO PART-TIME. (Resolution No. 3746-16) 

 
17.  CHANGE THE CLASSIFICATION OF ADMINISTRATIVE TECHNICIAN TO PUBLIC WORKS 

 ADMINISTRATIVE AND OPERATIONS COORDINATOR 
 

Recommendation –  
1. Motion to adopt a resolution entitled A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 

OF TAFT APPROVING THE CLASSIFICATION OF PUBLIC WORKS ADMINISTRATIVE AND 
OPERATIONS COORDINATOR, ADOPTING THE JOB DESCRIPTION AND SETTING THE 
SALARY RANGE AT 49.8. (Resolution No. 3747-16) 

2. Motion to approve reclassifying the incumbent in the position of Administrative Technician 
to Public Works Administrative and Operations Coordinator and deleting the classification of 
Administrative Technician. 
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18.  UPDATE TO THE ALCOHOL AND DRUG TESTING POLICY FOR TRANSIT 

 
Recommendation – Motion to adopt a resolution entitled A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL 
OF THE CITY OF TAFT APPROVING THE DRUG AND ALCOHOL TESTING POLICY CITY OF TAFT, 
TAFT AREA TRANSIT. (Resolution No. 3748-16) 

 
19.  AUTHORIZE PURCHASE OF LAND FROM WESTSIDE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT CO. LLC 

 
Recommendation – Motion to authorize the purchase of two thirds of an acre of land from Westside 
Economic Development LLC for the price of $12,500 from WWTP Capital Reserves. 
  

20.  EMERGENCY REPLACEMENT OF HVAC BOILER TAFT CITY HALL 
 
 Recommendation – Motion to ratify emergency purchases in the amount of $4,017.01 for the 
 replacement of the City Hall HVAC unit and appropriate funds out of Capital Reserves. 
 
 

At 6:58:24 PM the regular meeting was recessed to closed session. 
 

 *********************************************************************************************** 
 

CLOSED SESSION 
   

A. CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL – EXISTING LITIGATION  
Government Code Section 54956.9 (a) – City of Taft vs. CDCR. 
 

B. CONFERENCE WITH PROPERTY NEGOTIATOR, CITY MANAGER,  
Government Code 54956.8 – 400 Hillard Street, Taft, CA 
 

C. CONFERENCE WITH LABOR NEGOTIATOR, CRAIG JONES, CITY MANAGER 
Government Code 54957.6 – All units 
 

 The City Council discussed in closed session the items agendized for closed session 
discussion and direction was given to staff.  Regarding Closed Session item ‘A,’ the City 
Council voted unanimously to authorize the City Manager to execute a settlement 
agreement regarding City of Taft v. CDCR.  Motion was made by Mayor Pro Tem Dave 
Noerr and seconded by Councilmember Josh Bryant.  

 
 ADJOURNMENT - With no further business to conduct the meeting was adjourned at  7:34 PM. 
 
 
 

           ________  
Yvette Mayfield      Randy Miller 
City Clerk               Mayor 
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