
CITY OF TAFT PLANNING COMMISSION 
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 
WEDNESDAY, MAY 18, 2016 

 
REGULAR MEETING                              6:00 P.M. 
 
The May 18, 2016 regular meeting of the Planning Commission of the City of Taft, held in the City of Taft 
Council Chamber, 209 E. Kern Street, Taft CA 93268, was opened by Chairman Orrin at 6:02:39 PM The 
Pledge of Allegiance was led by Vice Chair Shannon Jones, followed by an invocation given by Heather 
Mueller of the St. Andrews Episcopal Church.   
 
PRESENT: Chairman Ron Orrin and Vice Chair Shannon Jones 
  Commissioners Jerry Livingston and Robert Thompson 
  Planning and Community Development Director Mark Staples 
  City Attorney Jason Epperson and Recording Secretary Brenda Johns 
 
ABSENT: Commissioner Robert Leikam 
  
1. CITIZEN REQUESTS/PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 

There were none. 
 

2. MINUTES 
 
April 20, 2016 Regular 

 
Motion:   Moved by Thompson seconded by Jones to approve Minutes as  
    submitted.  
 
AYES:    Orrin, Jones, Livingston, Thompson   
PASSED:   4-0 Voice vote 
ABSENT:   Leikam 
 
3. PUBLIC HEARING – CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT NO. 2016-07 

 
Planning Director Staples presented his staff report and recommendation.  
 
Orrin asked the Applicant Debbie Perry if this would be her first business venture.  
 
Applicant Debbie Perry answered it would be. 
 
Orrin asked Director Staples if alcohol would be permitted outside of the restaurant. 
 
Staples stated it would not be permitted. He noted outdoor enclosed areas would be a specific area 
for Alcoholic Beverage Control (ABC). 
 
Orrin asked if there would be a change in occupancy for the restaurant.  
 
Staples stated there would not be a change in occupancy. 
 
Applicant Debbie Perry noted the layout would remain the same and the only addition to the site 
plan was a kegerator and soda machine.  
 

The Public Hearing was opened at 6:15:17 PM to receive testimony from proponents and 
opponents. Seeing none the public hearing was closed. 
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Motion: Moved by Jones seconded by Thompson to adopt a Resolution entitled 

CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT NO. 2016-07 TO PERMIT DEBBIE PERRY TO 
ACQUIRE A TYPE 41 ABC LICENSE FOR THE SALE OF BEER AND WINE 
FOR CONSUMPTION ON THE PREMISES, WITHIN A UNIT OF AN 
EXISTING COMMERCIAL BUILDING (ROOTS EATERY), LOCATED ON A 
0.29 ACRE LOT, WITHIN THE MIXED USE (MU) ZONE DISTRICT 
LOCATED AT 149 KERN STREET (APN 031-450-38). (Resolution No. 2016-
05) 

 
AYES:    Orrin, Jones, Livingston, Thompson   
PASSED:   4-0 
ABSENT:   Leikam 
 
 
4. PUBLIC HEARING – ZONING ORDINANCE AMENDMENT NO. 2016-09 

 
Planning Director Staples presented his staff report and recommendation. 
 
Livingston stated typically only a number of revisions are allowed to the General Plan (GP) he asked 
if this revision would create an issue. 
 
Staples replied this revision had a 120 day deadline and the GP had a whole year. He noted this 
revision would be incorporated into the GP for consistency. 
 
Orrin referred to the Urban Area Plan Map and asked Staples if someone was outside of the red line 
(urban area) but inside the yellow limit (sphere of influence) would they come to Taft City Hall for 
permitting. 
 
Staples noted they would need to be inside the green line (Taft City Limits) for permitting in the 
City of Taft. He further explained page five of eight of the resolution, amendment procedures sub 
section A. 
 
Livingston feels the most important thing to do is have really good findings with GP amendments.  
 
Staples agreed with Livingston, he continued to review the Urban Growth Boundary (UGB) Map 
with the Commissioners and the GP amendment process. 

 
The Public Hearing was opened at 6:42:30 PM to receive testimony from proponents and 
opponents. Seeing none the public hearing was closed.  
 

Motion: Moved by Livingston seconded by Thompson to adopt a Resolution 
recommending approval to the City Council of ZONING ORDINANCE 
AMENDMENT NO. 2016-09, AN AMENDMENT OF TITLE 6 OF THE TAFT 
MUNICIPAL CODE, THE TAFT ZONING ORDINANCE, ADDING A CHAPTER 
REGARDING AN URBAN GROWTH BOUNDARY (UGB). (Resolution No. 
2016-06) 

 
AYES:    Orrin, Jones, Livingston, Thompson   
PASSED:   4-0 
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ABSENT:   Leikam 

 
 

5. PUBLIC HEARING – ZONING ORDINANCE AMENDMENT NO. 2016-10 
 
Planning Director Staples presented his staff report and recommendation. 
 
Jones asked if the two amendments can be together even though they are in two different sections.  
 
Staples answered yes, the resolution is formatted into separate sections when you have similar 
topics affecting multiple sections of the Municipal Code. 
 
Livingston noted there is already a state mandated process for determining water availability for 
projects; he asked if the amendment is increasing the process. 
 
Staples noted the process is similar, but with the amendment the process will go before Planning 
Commission instead of a condition later. 
 

 Livingston asked how Section 6.17.20 number three applied to residential developments. 
 
 Staples noted further requirements for residential can be found in the subdivision code. 
   

The Public Hearing was opened at 6:52:42 PM to receive testimony from proponents and 
opponents. Seeing none the public hearing was closed. 

 
Motion: Moved by Thompson seconded by Livingston to adopt a Resolution 

approving to the City Council of ZONING ORDINANCE AMENDMENT NO. 
2016-10, AN AMENDMENT OF THE TAFT MUNICIPAL CODE BY ADDING 
A CHAPTER TO TITLE 6, THE TAFT ZONING ORDINANCE, AND ADDING A 
SECTION TO CHAPTER 3 OF TITLE 10, THE TAFT SUBDIVISION 
ORDINANCE, REGARDING WATER SUPPLY REQUIREMENTS FOR NEW 
DEVELOPMENTS AND SUBDIVISIONS. 

 (Resolution No. 2016-07) 
 
AYES:    Orrin, Jones, Livingston, Thompson   
PASSED:   4-0 
ABSENT:   Leikam 

 
 

6. CONSIDERATION OF HOLDING A SPECIAL PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING 
 
Planning Director Staples recommended holding a Special Meeting on June 9, 2016 to review and 
approve the design plans for the Taft Transit Center.  
 
The Commission agreed unanimously to meet June 9, 2016 for a Special Meeting.  

 
Motion: Moved by Thompson seconded by Jones to hold a Special Planning 

Commission meeting on Thursday, June 9, 2016. 
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AYES:    Orrin, Jones, Livingston, Thompson   
PASSED:   4-0 
ABSENT:   Leikam 
 
7. PLANNING DIRECTOR REPORT 

 
Staples reported: 

 He would be on jury duty starting May 19, 2016. 
 City Council extended the contract to the architecture firm designing the transit center.  
 He has received a few submissions for the Citywide New Logo Contest.  

 
8. CITY ATTORNEY STATEMENTS 

 
No Statement. 

9. COMMISSIONER COMMENTS 

Jones shared: 
 The last fund the fireworks event will be held on June 3, 2016. 
 The date is secured for the fourth of July firework show for July 2, 2016 
 Coffee with the Cop will be held May 24th, 2016 at Black Gold.  

Orrin noted: 
 Concern for the recent break-ins and vandalism occurring on Center Street, he asked 

everyone to be diligent and report any suspicious activity. 
 Asked staff to look into the definition of sales on used goods.  

10. IDENTIFICATION OF REPRESENTATIVE TO THE CITY COUNCIL  
 
Commissioner Jones was selected to be the representative to the City Council on June 7, 2016 
meeting. 

 
 ADJOURNMENT 
  

With no further business to conduct it was moved by Livingston seconded by Thompson and 
approved unanimously, to adjourn the meeting at 7:20:17 PM.  

 
 
 
 
 _________________________________________   ______________________________________ 
 Brenda Johns, Recording Secretary   Ron Orrin, Chairman 
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