
CITY OF TAFT PLANNING COMMISSION 
SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES 

THURSDAY JUNE 9, 2016 
 

 

SPECIAL MEETING                            5:00 P.M. 

 

The June 9, 2016 special meeting of the Planning Commission of the City of Taft, held in the City of Taft 
Council Chamber, 209 E. Kern Street, Taft CA 93268, was opened by Chairman Orrin at 5:04PM The 
Pledge of Allegiance was led by Commissioner Robert Thompson followed by an invocation given by 
Chairman Orrin. 
 
PRESENT: Chairman Ron Orrin and Vice Chair Shannon Jones 
  Commissioners, Bob Leikam, Jerry Livingston and Robert Thompson 
  Planning and Community Development Director Mark Staples 
  Recording Secretary Brenda Johns 
  

1. CITIZEN REQUESTS/PUBLIC COMMENTS 

 

There were none.  

 

2. PUBLIC HEARING – CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT NO. 2016-11, MINOR VARIANCE NO. 

2016-12 

 

Planning Director Staples presented his staff report and recommendation. 
 
Jones believes it is a good idea to have the Transit Center Building closest to the Oilworker 
Monument.  
 
Staples introduced Architect Tom Preston of Radian Design Group.  
 
Preston shared the design group is in the process of putting together a color and material palate.  
 
Staples and Preston noted the project has evolved over time. 
 
Preston noted the design firm is looking for materials that are lower maintenance, energy efficient and 

have a higher durability. He noted they would be putting together a cost association for a Nano wall or 

roll up door which will go in the event center.  

 

Orrin asked if the roof would be a stand seams type roof. He also asked what the maximum occupancy 

load would be for the event center.  

 

Preston answered it would be a stand seams roof. 

 

Staples stated the maximum occupancy for the event center is 90 with approximately 2,000 square feet 

of outdoor assembly space.  

 

Jones inquired as to whether the plan included tables and chairs for the event center.  

 

Staples noted the design would accommodate tables and chairs as well as storage for them. 

 

Livingston asked if the parking lot would be large enough to handle a regional bus.  

 

Staples does not envision the City’s buses getting any larger than 23 feet but if there is need for 

anything larger they would be able to pull up to the front of the building. 

Jones asked if the monument would be accessible from the parking lot.  
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Staples noted there would be several paths of access to the monument from the building. 

 

Orrin thinks it would be a good idea to fence off the whole building especially the breezeway. 

 He if the building would exceed the lot area.  

 

Staples responded at the moment the building does sit on a property line as designed, but what will be 

done is an engineer will write up a vacation of the east and west property line that is there and then new 

property lines will be put between the four different sites. 

 

Orrin asked if the design included solar.  
 

Staples stated the building would be solar ready.  
 

The Public Hearing was opened at 5:33PM to receive testimony from proponents and 
opponents. Seeing none the public hearing was closed. 

 
Motion: Moved by Thompson, seconded by Livingston to a adopt A RESOLUTION 

RECOMMENDING APPROVAL TO THE CITY COUNCIL OF 

CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT NO. 2016-11 AND MINOR VARIANCE NO. 

2016-12 TO CONSTRUCT AN APPROXIMATE 3,977 SQUARE FOOT 

TAFT TRANSIT CENTER, CONSISTING OF AN APPROXIMATE 1,486 

SQUARE FOOT TAFT AREA TRANSIT OFFICE AND AN 

APPROXIMATE 2,491 SQUARE FOOT MEETING FACILITY (1,862 

SQUARE FEET OF ASSEMBLY AREA); WITH AN 8% MINOR PARKING 

VARIANCE, LOCATED ON A 0.66 ACRE PORTION OF TWO LOTS 

TOTALING 2.96 ACRES, IN THE MIXED USE (MU) ZONE DISTRICT 

LOCATED ON THE NORTH SIDE OF SUPPLY ROW, APPROXIMATELY 

150 FEET EAST OF 6
TH

 STREET (APNS 032-110-70 AND -71). (Resolution 

No. 2016-08). 

 
AYES:    Orrin, Jones, Livingston, Leikam, Thompson    
NOES:    None  
PASSED:   5-0 
 
3. COMMISSIONER COMMENTS 

 

None. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

 With no further business to conduct it was moved by Jones, seconded by Thompson and approved 
unanimously, to adjourn the meeting at 6:01PM. 

 
 
 
 

__________________________________________   _______________________________________ 
Brenda Johns, Recording Secretary   Ron Orrin, Chairman 
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