
CITY OF TAFT PLANNING COMMISSION 
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 22, 2016 
 
 

REGULAR MEETING                           6:00 P.M. 

 
The June 22, 2016 regular meeting of the Planning Commission of the City of Taft, held in the City of Taft 
Council Chamber, 209 E. Kern Street, Taft CA 93268, was opened by Chairman Orrin at 6:15:34 PM The 
Pledge of Allegiance was led by Commissioner Livingston, followed by an invocation given by Chairman 
Orrin. 
 
PRESENT: Chairman Ron Orrin, Vice Chair Shannon Jones and Commissioner Jerry Livingston  
  Planning and Community Development Director Mark Staples 
  City Attorney Jason Epperson and Recording Secretary Brenda Johns 
 
ABSENT: Commissioner Robert Leikam and Robert Thompson 
 

1. CITIZEN REQUESTS/PUBLIC COMMENTS 

 

There were none.  

 

2. MINUTES 

 

May 18, 2016 Regular 

 

June 9, 2016 Special  

 
 Motion: Moved by Jones seconded by Livingston to approve the Minutes as 

submitted. 
 
 AYES:    Orrin, Jones, Livingston,    
 PASSED:   3-0   
 

3. PUBLIC HEARING – CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT NO. 2016-13 

 

Planning Director Staples presented his staff report and recommendation.  
 
Applicant Maria Alcala introduced herself and thanked the Commission for their consideration on 
her request to obtain a Conditional Use Permit for an alcohol license.  
 
Livingston asked if the restaurant still had a drive thru. 
 
Alcala stated yes.  
 
Orrin asked Maria if she had previously held a beer and wine license in the past.  
 
Alcala stated yes, she has held a beer and wine license for her other restaurants and is familiar with 
the regulations. 

 
The Public Hearing was opened at 6:26:30 PM to receive testimony from proponents and 
opponents. Seeing none the public hearing was closed. 

 
Motion: Moved by Livingston seconded by Jones to adopt a Resolution entitled 

CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT NO. 2016-13 TO PERMIT THE 

ACQUISITION OF A TYPE 41 ABC LICENSE FOR THE SALE OF 
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BEER AND WINE FOR CONSUMPTION ON THE PREMISES, WITHIN 

AN EXISTING COMMERCIAL BUILDING, LOCATED ON A 0.48 ACRE 

LOT, WITHIN THE GENERAL COMMERCIAL (GC) ZONE DISTRICT 

LOCATED AT 1008 KERN STREET (APN 032-520-19).(Resolution No. 
2016-09) 

 
AYES:    Orrin, Jones, Livingston,   
PASSED:   3-0 
ABSENT:   Leikam, Thompson 
 

4. PUBLIC HEARING – TEMPORARY LAND USE PERMIT NO. 2016-14 

 

Planning Director Staples presented his staff report and recommendation. 
 
Jones asked if the outdoor fruit stand would be taken down daily. 
 
Staples stated the structure was permanent and would not be taken down daily but could easily be 
removed if the applicant ever decided to stop using the vegetable stand. 
 
Jones asked if there would be conditions in place for maintenance of the structure. 
 
Staples stated up keep of the structure would be basic property maintenance but could be added as 
a condition. 
 
Livingston noted the property recently boarded up windows. 
 
Staples shared the applicant had boarded up the windows due to vandalism and per code had 6 
months to replace the windows. 
 
Orrin stated some of the windows were in clear violation of the sign ordinance. He also asked if the 
property had any code violation.  
 
Staples stated the property did have code violations for the unpermitted shopping carts and large 
box of produce on the City sidewalk, the unbroken down cardboard boxes not properly disposed of 
in the bins provided located in the alleyway and the containers of used cooking fat grease and oils 
also in the alley way. He shared code enforcement had sent out a notice to the applicant.  
 
Jones requested for the code violation of signs in the windows to be addressed.  

 
Epperson explained there were current open code enforcement actions against the property and a 
number of verbal warnings had been given regarding the encroachment on to City sidewalk; to 
which verbal warnings were cleared but the encroachments seemed to return if not the very next 
day.  
 
Orrin believes it is in the Applicants best interest to first clear up the code violations before any 
Temporary Land Use Permit is granted. 
 
Staples suggested table the item to allow the applicant to address code violations.  
 
Orrin believes right now the Applicant needs to keep his property free of any code violations for 6 
months or more and then reapply for a Temporary Land Use Permit and resubmit with a set of 
architectural drawing. 
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The Public Hearing was opened at 6:47:41 PM to receive testimony from proponents and 
opponents. Seeing none the public hearing was closed. 

 
Motion: Moved by Livingston seconded by Jones to adopt Resolution of the 

Planning Commission of the City of Taft approving TEMPORARY 

LAND USE PERMIT NO. 2016-14 FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF 

A TEMPORARY 15-FOOT BY 60-FOOT OUTDOOR FRUIT AND 

VEGETABLE STAND, TO OPERATE ONLY ON FRIDAYS, 

SATURDAYS AND SUNDAYS, OCCUPYING A MAXIMUM OF 9 

PARKING SPACES, WITHIN AN EXISTING PRIVATE PARKING 

LOT ADJACENT AND TO THE WEST OF LA VILLA MARKET, 

LOCATED ON A 0.36 ACRE LOT, IN THE DOWNTOWN 

COMMERCIAL (DC) ZONE DISTRICT LOCATED AT 623 

CENTER STREET (APN 031-200-01).  

AYES: None 

NOES:    Orrin, Jones, Livingston  
FAILED:   0-3 
 

5. PLANNING DIRECTOR REPORT 

 

Director Staples shared: 

 The transit center had been approved by the City Council; he also reviewed color rendering elevations 

for the transit center with the Commission (Copies were submitted to the Recording Secretary for the 

permanent file). 

 The City Council approved the hiring of a consultant for the revision of the General Plan. 

 

6. CITY ATTORNEY STATEMENTS 

 

No statement. 

 

7. COMMISSIONER COMMENTS 

 

Livingston mentioned he attended the City Council meeting and $250,000 thousand dollars had been 

budgeted for street maintenance.  

 

Jones shared: 

 The free fireworks show is Saturday July 2, 2016 at Rails to Trails. 

 

8. IDENTIFICATION OF REPRESENTATIVE TO THE CITY COUNCIL 

 

Commissioner Livingston was selected to be the representative to the City Council on July 19, 2016 
meeting. 

 ADJOURNMENT 

 

With no further business to conduct it was moved by Jones seconded by Livingston and approved 
unanimously, to adjourn the meeting at 7:30:38 PM  

 
 
 
 _________________________________________   ______________________________________ 
 Brenda Johns, Recording Secretary   Ron Orrin, Chairman 
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